COMMISSIONERS:
Teddy Manos, Chair
Collin Bruner, Vice Chair
Eduardo Curry, Secretary-Treasurer
Dale Aren
Lisa King
Mattese Lecque
Andy Thomas
David Bennett, Executive Director

Commission Update
__________________________________________________________________________________
March 20, 2019
Commission Meeting – Monday, March 25, 2019 - CCPRC Headquarters at 5:30 pm
Commission Meeting Agenda Highlights
New Business:
Action Items:
Five items will require Commission action on Monday evening (supplemental information
attached).
Planning and Capital Projects Update:
Kevin Bowie will give an overall update on the Planning and Capital Projects as well as the
approved 5-Year Capital Improvements Plan Projects.
West County Aquatic Center’s tentative Grand Opening celebration is scheduled for June 21.
More details will be shared via a calendar invite.
Commission Highlight:
Kevin Bowie will update the Commission on our current steps in the process towards
Commission for Accreditation for Park and Recreation Agengies (CAPRA) Reaccreditation.

861 Riverland Drive  Charleston, South Carolina 29412  (843) 762-2172  FAX (843) 762-2683
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CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
MONDAY, MARCH 25, 2019
AGENDA
I.

Call To Order And Welcome

Bruner

A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media
II.

Public Comments & Presentations

Bruner

III.

Approval of Minutes

Bruner

A. (ACTION) Approval of February 25, 2019 Regular Commission Meeting Minutes
B. (ACTION) Approval of March 18, 2019 Finance Committee Meeting Minutes
IV.

Old Business
A. None

V.

New Business
A. Planning and Capital Projects Report

Bowie

B. Financial Report

McManus

a. (ACTION) Consultant Services for Access Audit and ADA Transition Plan: 2019-2023
b. (ACTION) Rural Recreation Grounds Maintenance Services Contract Approval
c. (ACTION) FY 2019-2020 Budget Approval

VI.

C. Commission Highlight: CAPRA Accreditation

Bowie

D. Executive Session (Legal Matters)

Bruner

Next Meeting
A. Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, April 15, 2019, 5:30pm at CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES
CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
MONDAY, MARCH 18, 2019
Committee Members Present: Mr. Eduardo Curry, Finance Committee Chair, Ms. Dale Aren, and Ms. Mattese
Lecque, Mr. Teddy Manos, Commission Chair, and Mr. Collin Bruner, Commission
Vice-Chair
Staff Present: Mr. David Bennett, Mr. Kevin Bowie, Mr. Charlie McManus, Mr. Phil Macchia, Mr. Greg Elliott, Mr.
Tommy Hale, and Ms. Shanté Ellis
I.

Call To Order and Welcome
A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to the Media
The Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission Finance Committee met on Monday, March
18, 2019 at the CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC. Mr. Curry called the meeting to order and
welcomed those in attendance. Mr. Curry informed those present that notification of the meeting had
been sent to the local news media and others requesting notification and asked that the record reflect
the Commissioners present.

V.

New Business
A.

2020 Budget Presentation
Mr. Curry gave an overview of the meeting structure.
Mr. Bennett reviewed the budget timeline and process that staff took to create the budget. He noted
that the proposed budget was based on the agency’s mission and vision statement. He noted that the
budget process takes six months and kicked off at the Division Director’s Retreat in September. He
noted that the 2020 Budget reflects the following highlights:
 Increased services – the agency will open five new facilities and renovate six facilities;
 No additional staff requests;
 No additional tax requests;
 Five new softwares installed in the last three years;
 Radio replacement;
 Compensation and Reclassification Study;
 Transfers
o General Fund to our Capital Reserves for the upcoming projects
o Charleston County Parks Foundation (CCPF) expense forgiveness.
Mr. McManus reiterated the major budget impacts of the proposed budget:
 No increase in operating Mills.
 Total revenues for the General Agency Fund is $33,002,016 which is a 5% increase over the
FY 2018-2019 budget, due mainly to an increase in property taxes received due to a
reduction in Countywide Tax Incremental Financing, a pickup of 1% in growth, and overall
increase in property valuations together with a moderate increase in agency charges and fees.
 Due to construction upon the commencement of the pier replacement project in 2020, a
budgeted reduction of approximately $200,000 in revenue from the Folly Beach Fishing Pier.
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The budget includes $120,000 of bank interest received as the market moves into a higher
interest rate environment.
FY 2019-2020 will see a complete year of operations of a new waterpark feature at
Wannamaker County Park’s Whirlin’Waters as well as a new dog park, a new West County
Aquatics Center in the town of Hollywood, and the Stono River County Park on Johns
Island.
The budget includes a 2% cost of living increase for all salaried staff and a $400,000
allowance for adjustments to various salaried positions upon the recommendations from the
unfinished Compensation and Reclassification Study currently under way, and a $0.25 per
hour increase for all part-time staff.
The budget includes an employer increase of 1% in the SC Retirement System, an 8%
increase in Health insurance premiums, and a 3% increase in Workers Compensation
premiums.
The agency retirees increased by 7 to 24 in 2019, which resulted in a $95,000 increase in
retiree benefit expenses.

Mr. McManus defined the following funds: General Agency, Capital Projects, Debt Service, and
CCP Foundation. Mr. Bennett noted that the agency is 50% tax dependent and noted that it is
unusual to the industry is standardly 95% tax dependent.
Mr. McManus noted that the agency gained efficiencies due to software updates and was able to
adjust staff numbers to reflect the increased efficiencies.
Mr. Manos ask how the CCPF transfer works and what it means. Mr. McManus explained that the
General Agency paid for expenditures on behalf of the Parklands Foundation and as donations were
received, 10% of the donation was contributed to the expenses. Mr. Manos asked Mr. McManus to
confirm that it is just a fund category. Mr. McManus confirmed. Mr. Bennett noted that if approved
this would allow Marketing to promote that 100% of the donations go to increased services to the
public. Mr. McManus stated that the transfers will clear up both balance sheets. Mr. McManus noted
that due to the increase in contractor pricing and availability there has been an increasing number of
projects that have needed self-funding to complete.
Mr. Bowie clarified that while this year’s budget includes close to half a million dollars to replace
approximately two hundred 800 MHz radios the technology is critical for coordination of normal
operations, special events and emergencies. He explained the need to switch from a slow-methodical
radio replacement strategy to an accelerated radio replacement strategy was due to a soon ending
state contract that would cause the future rates to increase drastically.
Mr. Manos asked for clarity if the compensation study covers all employees. Mr. Bennett confirmed.
Mr. Bennett asked the Commissioners to review the proposal and direct questions to him, Mr.
Bowie, or Mr. McManus prior to the next Commission Meeting.
Mr. McManus complimented staff on using the new software to better interpret data and create a
more concise and clear proposed budget.
Ms. Lecque asked if staff feel like they have presented what they feel is the best budget. Mr. Bennett
confirmed, but noted that they are ready make adjustments based on the Commission’s approved
recommendations.
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There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:21 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Eduardo Curry, Finance Committee Chair

Shanté Ellis, Executive Administrative Manager
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES
CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2019

Commission Members Present: Mr. Teddy Manos, Ms. Dale Aren, Ms. Lisa King, Ms. Mattese Lecque, and
Mr. Andy Thomas.
Commission Members Absent: Mr. Collin Bruner and Mr. Eduardo Curry
Staff Present: Mr. Kevin Bowie, Mr. Charlie McManus, Mr. Phil Macchia, Ms. Gina Ellis-Strother, Mr. Greg
Elliott, Ms. Jan Coulter, Ms. Patty Newshutz, Mr. Steve Hutton, Mr. Tommy Hale, and Ms. Shanté
Ellis.
Legal Counsel Present: Mr. Dwayne Green
Guests Present: None
I.

Call to Order and Welcome
A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media
The Charleston County Park & Recreation Commission met on Monday, February 25, 2019 at the
CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC. Mr. Manos, Commission Chair, called the meeting to order
and welcomed those in attendance. Mr. Manos informed those present that notification of the
meeting was sent to the local news media and others requesting notification.

II.

Public Comments
A. None

III.

Approval of Minutes
A. (ACTION) Approval of minutes of January 28, 2019 Regular Commission Meeting
Motion to approve the minutes of the January 28, 2019 Regular Commission Meeting was made
by Ms. Lecque, seconded by Ms. Aren, and approved by the Commission. (#055-1819)

IV.

Old Business
A. Commissioner Chair Thank You
Mr. Manos thanked Mr. Thomas for his commitment and service as the Commission Chair from
January 24, 2017 through January 28, 2019 and presented him with an appreciation plaque.
Mr. Manos announced his appointment of Ms. Aren and Ms. Lecque to serve on the Finance
Committee and Mr. Curry to Chair the Finance Committee. He also announced his re-appointment of
Ms. King as the Commission Liaison to the Charleston County Parks Foundation, Inc.

V.

New Business
A. Planning and Capital Projects Report
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Mr. Bowie presented an update on the following Commission approved Capital Projects:
•
•

B.

Current Bids
o Consultant Services for Accessibility Audit and ADA Transition Plan
Ongoing Capital Projects:
o West County Aquatic Center
o Johns Island County Park Entry Improvements
o FBCP - Construction of New Amenities
o Wannamaker Dog Park
o Whirlin’ Waters Attraction – newly named The Washout
 Ms. Ellis-Strother noted the Marketing team’s new Social Media Coordinator,
Lauren Austin, has already started a campaign to promote the future attraction.

Financial Report
Mr. McManus presented and reviewed the financial reports for the month of December. Mr. McManus
also reviewed the checks over $7500 report. There were no further questions from the Commission.

C.

Commission Highlight: 2019 US Women’s Open United States Golf Association
Mr. Macchia gave an update on CCPRC’s involvement in the upcoming 2019 US Women’s Open
United States Golf Association tournament. He noted that the tournament’s expected attendance is
130,000 with 20 hours of TV broadcast to 100+ countries. CCPRC will support the event by offering a
logistical location for drop-off/parking. He stated that McLeod Plantation Historic Site will be
accessible by tournament staff May 13- June 7 for set-up and breakdown and closed for the tournament
May 27-June 2. He noted that CCPRC is only one local agency that is helping to support the logistics of
hosting the tournament. Mr. Thomas stated that is sounds like a good partnership. Ms. King asked if
the tournament liaisons have been in touch with the neighborhood association. Mr. Macchia
confirmed. Mr. Manos asked about compensation and marketing opportunities. Mr. Macchia confirmed
that marketing opportunities have been coordinated through the Marketing Division.

D. Executive Session (Legal Matters)
Motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss legal matters was made by Ms. King, seconded by
Ms. Lecque, and approved by the Commission. (#056-1819)
Upon coming out of Executive Session, the Chair stated that legal matters had been discussed.
Mr. Manos noted staff’s request to move the March 18 meeting to March 25 to host a Finance
Committee Meeting on March 18. Mr. Manos, Ms. King, and Mr. Thomas confirmed that they would
not be able to attend. Ms. Ellis stated that she believed that Mr. Bruner would be unable to attend. Mr.
Manos noted that until a quorum is confirmed the meeting can not be rescheduled. He asked for the
communication about the potential date change take place via email to confirm. (Since the meeting, Mr.
Bruner’s availability to attend on March 25 was re-confirmed.)
Mr. Bowie noted that the agency Annual Report was given to the Commission and posted online for
public consumption.
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Mr. Bowie noted that the CAPRA Re-Accreditation Visit is scheduled for April 1-4. Ms. Ellis asked the
Commission to hold April 1 on their calendars for the visitor reception with details to be announced
soon.
VIII. Next Meeting
(Tentative) Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, March 18, 2019, 5:30pm at CCPRC Headquarters,
Charleston, SC
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:15 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Teddy Manos, Chair

Shanté Ellis, Executive Administrative Manager
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January 2019 Checks over $7,500

Date

Check #

Vendor

Description

Amount

General Agency
1/3/2019

24361

CHARLESTON COUNTY REVENUE COLLECTIONS

ANNUAL STORM WATER FEES

$

76,629.65

1/10/2019

24438

1/17/2019

24530

COLEMAN PHOTOGRAPHY

HFOL SANTA & SLEIGH PHOTOS

$

32,787.82

COLLINS ENGINEER

FBFP RAMP REPAIR

$

7,990.00

1/17/2019

24575

1/24/2019

24616

THE ACTIVE NETWORK INC

ACTIVENET IMPLEMENTATION

$

33,206.62

CAROLINA GUTTER COMPANY OF SC LLC

CCIC GUTTER REPLACEMENT

$

10,454.50

1/24/2019
1/31/2019

24633

SOUTH COAST PROFESSIONAL PAINTING II LLC

JICP PAINT EDISTO BATHROOMS

$

16,000.00

24691

TYLER TECHNOLOGIES INC

ANNUAL TYLER SUPPORT & UPDATE

$

37,686.87

Capital Improvement Projects
1/17/2019

83

CAROLINA CONTRACTING SOLUTIONS

WCAC WATER & SEWER UTILITY EXTENSION

$

73,707.00

1/17/2019

84

NEUMAN POOLS INC

WW WATER FEATURE CONST.

$

765,950.04

1/17/2019

86

STANTEC CONSULTING SERVICES INC

OLD TOWNE CREEK DESIGN

$

12,241.50

1/24/2019

87

WANTMAN GROUP INC

FBFP DESIGN

$

70,045.49

1/31/2019

88

BRUNSON CONSTRUCTION CO

WEST COUNTY POOL CONST.

$

405,776.48

1/31/2019

89

GLICK/BOEHN ASSOCIATES INC

FBCP DESIGN

$

9,325.00

1/17/2019

51

SOUTH COAST PROFESSIONAL PAINTING II LLC

HQ INTERIOR PAINTING

$

18,800.00

1/17/2019

52

STANTEC CONSULTING SERVICES INC

STONO RIVER DESIGN

$

12,060.75

1/31/2019

54

IPW CONSTRUCTION GROUP, LLC

JICP PRIMITIVE RESTROOM CONST.

$

52,592.40

9

Combined General Agency Operations
January, 2019

Combined Revenues
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services

Prior YTD Actuals
9,140,465
8,179,143
732,953
Total Revenue
18,052,561

Combined Expenses
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

4,294,659
8,770,872
2,084,113
15,149,644
2,902,917
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Year To date Actuals
9,332,628
8,239,685
809,180
18,381,493

4,538,141
9,074,240
2,331,205
15,943,586
2,437,907

Current Year Budget
15,797,790
14,024,886
1,716,945
31,539,621

9,141,917
16,882,976
4,447,258
30,472,151
1,067,470

% of Budget
59%
59%
47%
58%

50%
54%
52%
52%

Support Services
January, 2019
Revenues
Administration Millage
Administration
Marketing
Safety
Total Revenue

Expenses
Administration
Executive
Financial Services
Human Resources
Information Technology
Marketing
Park and Program Services
Planning and Development
Safety
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

Prior YTD Actuals
8,938,585
159,266
42,000
614
9,140,465

Year To date Actuals
9,155,132
120,623
37,030
19,844
9,332,629

528,321
890,414
516,578
257,451
706,554
499,595
210,362
482,583
202,799
4,294,657
4,845,808

672,999
784,893
502,117
353,517
746,817
505,687
296,589
502,867
172,655
4,538,141
4,794,488
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Current Year Budget
15,573,250
122,500
51,000
51,040
15,797,790

867,280
1,458,653
978,929
613,128
1,928,031
1,077,267
509,415
1,193,536
515,678
9,141,917
6,655,873

% of Budget
59%
98%
73%
39%
59%

78%
54%
51%
58%
39%
47%
58%
42%
33%
50%

Park Services
January, 2019
Revenues
Prior YTD Actuals
Administration
91,494
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
18,901
Cooper River Marina
597,542
Folly Beach County Park
220,916
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
600,877
Isle of Palms County Park
394,475
James Island County Park
3,646,746
Johns Island County Park
61,324
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
178,904
Lake House at Bulow
86,452
Laurel Hill Plantation
3,731
McLeod Plantation
219,522
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
336,952
Mount Pleasant Pier
154,955
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
1,511,808
Old Towne Creek County Park
750
SK8 Charleston
53,794
Stono River Park
‐
West County Aquatics Center
‐
Total Revenue
8,179,143
Expenses
Administration
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
Cooper River Marina
Folly Beach County Park
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
Isle of Palms County Park
James Island County Park
Johns Island County Park
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
Lake House at Bulow
Laurel Hill Plantation
McLeod Plantation
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
Mount Pleasant Pier
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
Old Towne Creek County Park
SK8 Charleston
Stono River Park
Undeveloped Properties & HQ Maintenance
West County Aquatics Center
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

676,567
139,119
254,917
197,838
583,432
290,488
2,702,299
236,675
144,291
78,123
8,759
169,728
577,068
214,789
1,468,829
15,127
109,305
‐
903,520
‐
8,770,874
(591,731)
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Year To date Actuals Current Year Budget
81,875
77,900
19,068
41,905
572,065
891,375
239,297
437,320
596,097
1,067,245
391,115
804,335
3,680,027
5,322,121
64,656
123,930
192,733
334,310
80,842
177,350
3,732
10,060
197,287
461,670
325,074
675,210
151,736
336,070
1,605,071
3,137,235
‐
‐
39,012
117,000
‐
2,430
‐
7,420
8,239,687
14,024,886

679,785
162,015
281,486
272,011
593,583
329,182
2,682,884
258,606
154,100
92,815
5,911
143,980
553,777
253,407
1,558,035
23,288
131,238
235
896,787
1,114
9,074,239
(834,552)

1,335,975
312,798
553,607
403,559
1,062,639
617,598
4,654,067
447,500
284,728
163,825
30,029
316,934
1,193,832
459,232
2,900,840
41,115
262,745
16,295
1,739,432
86,226
16,882,976
(2,858,090)

% of Budget
105%
46%
64%
55%
56%
49%
69%
52%
58%
46%
37%
43%
48%
45%
51%
0%
33%
0%
0%
59%

51%
52%
51%
67%
56%
53%
58%
58%
54%
57%
20%
45%
46%
55%
54%
57%
50%
1%
52%
1%
54%

Recreation Services
January, 2019
Revenue
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Revenue

Prior YTD Actuals
2,775
52,904
75,658
361,125
141,648
98,844
732,954

Year To date Actuals
3,552
123,179
48,320
355,355
170,776
107,999
809,181

Current Year Budget
3,940
148,500
143,000
767,595
421,045
232,865
1,716,945

% of Budget
90%
83%
34%
46%
41%
46%
47%

Expenses
Administration
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

301,445
9,519
479,986
341,570
498,976
260,539
192,077
2,084,112
(1,351,158)

331,314
10,360
593,988
355,249
599,858
264,046
176,391
2,331,206
(1,522,025)

569,757
32,271
1,001,324
733,001
1,158,578
496,060
456,267
4,447,258
(2,730,313)

58%
32%
59%
48%
52%
53%
39%
52%
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charles McManus
March 18, 2019
Consultant Services for Access Audit and ADA Transition Plan: 2019-2023

A Request for Proposals was issued and publicly advertised to provide Consultant Services for
an Access Audit and development of an ADA Transition Plan. Seven firms responded.
The intent of this Request for Proposal is to have the consultant provide a complete audit and
evaluation of CCPRC facilities, programs and policies and development of our ADA Transition
Plan, as required by Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act.
The W G Group, LLC Accessibility Practice provided the best technical proposal as evaluated by
staff. They have a strong history of similar, successful projects and are designated by the NRPA
as a preferred provider of these services. Staff therefore recommends to the Commission to
approve an award of $112,156.00.
The project will come from the GL Line: 11350000 82100 0000
Recommend approval to enter into a contract with The W G Group, LLC Accessibility
Practice in the amount of $112,156.00 with funds coming from Planning and Development
Operating budget.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charlie McManus
March 20, 2019
Rural Recreation Grounds Maintenance Services Contract Approval

A Request for Proposal was issued and publically advertised for rural Recreation Grounds
Maintenance Services for a base year with two one year options. Five firms responded.
Smalls Family Tree & Landscape Service, local family owned business within the Schroder and
Haut Gap communities, submitted a proposal which included technical and cost factors. The
based year contract not to exceed total $11,760 per year. Total amount of contract for three years
$35,280.
The project will come from the GL Line: 12600000 82700 0000

Recommend approval to enter into a contract with Smalls Family Tree & Landscape in the
not to exceed amount of $ 11,760 with the funds coming from the Community Recreation
General Maintenance budget.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charles McManus
March 19, 2019
FY 2019-2020 Budget Approval

General Agency

Capital Projects

Debt Service

Projected Fund Balance July 1, 2019

17,217,762

25,555,836

11,836,333

(115,283)

Taxes
Miscellaneous
Fees & Charges
Bond Proceeds

16,456,729
340,690
16,204,597
-

600,000

6,850,000
-

21,000
128,900
-

33,002,016

600,000

6,850,000

149,900

22,500,696
9,335,007
593,900
-

15,057,055
-

5,453,310

500
37,235
-

Total Expenses

32,429,603

15,057,055

5,453,310

37,735

Contribution to Fund Balance

572,414

(14,457,055)

1,396,690

112,165

Total Revenue
Personnel
Operating
Capital
Bond Payments

Transfers from Other Funds
Transfers to Other Funds
Projected Fund Balance June 30, 2020

CCP Foundation

112,500
1,304,000

1,000,000
-

-

304,000
112,500

16,598,676

12,098,781

13,233,023

188,382

Recommend approval to accept the FY 2019-2020 budget and submit to the Charleston County Budget
Office.
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juvenile White Ibis and Roseate Spoonbill
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Photo by Keith McCollough

Charleston County scraps plan to run a 5-lane road through Mount Pleasant
subdivisions
By David Slade dslade@postandcourier.com Feb 7, 201
A controversial proposal for easing traffic in northern Mount

“As chairman of County Council, I want to thank staff for

Pleasant — running a new five-lane road through several

working through this process to identify the best and most

subdivisions and a county park — has been taken off the

cost effective route for Highway 41,” said Chairman Elliott

table.

Summey, who lives in Mount Pleasant.

While some subdivisions, including Ivy Hall have been

Earlier this week, the county and the town agreed on a short-

organizing petition drives in opposition to that proposal,

term fix for Highway 41, adding one lane to a portion of the

Charleston County announced late Thursday that the plan had

road between S.C. Highway 17 and Joe Rouse Road. Debate

been liminated mostly due to unforeseen expense concerns.

and study of the broader $129 million plan to improve traffic
along Highway 41 continues.

“The latest analysis of Alternative 5a revealed extensive utility
relocation costs due to the power line and gas line easement,

With Alternative 5a eliminated, two potential plans remain,

among other factors,” a county statement said.

and they are highly controversial, as well. Those plans, and
potentially others, will go through a federal review process

The county also said that plan would have had the greatest

that’s expected to get fully under way this year.

impact on properties, wetlands and Laurel Hill County Park.
The concept called for building a new 5-lane road from U.S.

Mount Pleasant’s leadership and many subdivision residents

Highway 17 to the Wando River Bridge, running along a power

along Highway 41, such as Dunes West and Park West, have

line easement roughly parallel to S.C. Highway 41.

supported an alternative that would widen the existing
highway to five lanes, from Highway 17 to the Wando River

That path would have taken the new road through the Ivy

bridge. However, Highway 41 runs through the center of the

Hall, Park West, and Dunes West subdivisions, as well as

freedman’s community of Phillips, a federally recognized

Laurel Hill County Park.

historic resource, and residents there say it to 5 lanes would
destroy the community.

Highway 41 Alternative 5a (copy)

Highway 41 Alternative 1 (copy)
2

5– lane road — continued

The other remaining alternative — one that Charleston Coun-

Alternative updates:

ty road planners have said would provide the greatest traffic



relief — is controversial for the opposite reason. Alternative

Alternative 1 - Alternative 1 meets the purpose and need

7a calls for widening parts of Highway 41 to five lanes, but

of the project and is being evaluated in further detail for

winding that five-lane path around Phillips, through Dunes

right-of-way, cost and environmental impacts. The

West and Park West, parallel to Bessemer Road and continu-

project team recommends the continued evaluation of

ing along Dunes West Boulevard.

Alternative 1 in the Environment Assessment (EA).


Alternative 5a - After additional analysis, Alternative 5a
was eliminated from further evaluation because of the
significant impacts to the utilities and environment. This
alternative would result in the most property impacts, as
well as tidal and non-tidal wetland impacts. This alternative also cuts through a Charleston County Parks and
Recreation Commission (CCPRC) park, Laurel Hill County
Park, and would prevent CCPRC from using the property
for its intended use as a park as stipulated in its land
trust.



Alternative 7a - Based on public comment, Alternative 7a
was developed for further analysis. This alternative modi-

Highway 41 Alternative 7a (copy)

fies Alternative 7, which was presented in May 2018, and

“Alternative 7a meets the purpose and need of the project

avoids and minimizes impacts to residential areas along

and is also recommended for continued evaluation in the

Bessemer Road. This alternative re-routes Highway 41

(federal environmental assessment),” the county said.

parallel to Bessemer Road and onto Laurel Hill County
Park property then continues back along existing Dunes
West Boulevard. Alternative 7a meets the purpose and
need of the project and is also recommended for
continued evaluation in the EA.
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After 25 years, Charleston’s shuttered Navy base still has ‘a long way to go’
By Robert Behre rbehre@postandcourier.com
Feb 10, 2019
way forward is fairly set. Things might change a little, but
they’re not going to change drastically.”

The redevelopment of the former Charleston Naval Base and
Shipyard has been a success by many measures even as it
remains very much a work in progress.

It’s a story of more than a hundred little stories, but the main
chapters include a new shipping container terminal; a series
of federal agencies, including the Federal Law Enforcement
Training Center; Clemson University’s Restoration Institute; a
private consortium reusing three drydocks, six piers and about
two dozen industrial buildings; an intermodal railyard; a
waterfront park that soon could double in size and dovetail
into the base’s historic residential area; and potential urban
infill on the north end that the city of North Charleston has
long sought.

In the 25 years since the federal government decided to
shutter the military installation, several dozen government
agencies, nonprofits, academic institutions and private
companies have moved onto part of the vast 3-mile-long
complex by the Cooper River.

Along the way, the splashiest headlines were written about
the epic clashes over ownership and land use.
For instance, a 1995 Associated Press story began like this:
“It has all the elements: the rich, the powerful, politics, the
media, and now scandal. Great stuff for a pulp novel, but is
this any way to redevelop a Navy base?”
“Charleston, the genteel city the Pentagon wanted to use as a
national model for how to put a closed Navy base speedily to
new uses, has seen that promise sink in a morass of political
Bella Drake and dog Summer and Kalee Crouse and dog Mocha walk
through the historic officers’ quarters at the former Charleston Naval Base
Monday, Feb. 4, 2019 in North Charleston. Grace Beahm Alford/Staff
By Grace Beahm Alford gbeahm@postandcourier.com

And it’s an ever-changing mix.
No one is keeping track on employment figures, but at least
4,000 people work there, possibly more than 5,000.
That’s fewer than the number of jobs on the base when it was
the region’s largest employer but still more than all but five of
the county’s biggest public and private employers.
And for the first time in the quarter century since the Navy
left, the base’s long-term future is coming into focus.
The gatehouse that once stood at the McMillian Avenue entrance on the

Robert Ryan, executive director of the Charleston Naval
Complex Redevelopment Authority, put it this way: “I think
the

former Charleston Naval Base Monday is long gone, a sign of greater
public access here. Feb. 4, 2019 in Charleston. Grace Beahm Alford/Staff
By Grace Beahm Alford gbeahm@postandcourier.com
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Navy base reborn — continued
There are dozens of pieces quietly being reused, from the 125
-slip public marina at the base’s southern tip to the nonprofit Water Mission’s headquarters at the northern end.
Scattered in between are a small brewery, a renovated chapel,
a tech incubator, a salvaged Confederate submarine and a
furniture warehouse.
It’s the northern end of the base that remains a work in
progress. The city of North Charleston is finishing a master
plan that would: double the size of its Riverfront Park by
extending it north of the creek; create a dense node of
development just north of the park extension; and create new
housing and parking along Noisette Boulevard.

An aerial view of the Hugh K. Leatherman Terminal
construction site taken in 2017.
File/State Ports Authority/Provided

In fighting that has torn apart two redevelopment
committees.” It also quoted former U.S. Rep. Arthur Ravenel
Jr. saying, “A crazy drunk writer if he sat down could not
conjure up such an incredible story.”
And that was years before all this: the epic political fight over
shifting a proposed container port terminal from Daniel Island
onto the base; the implosion of the Noisette project, an
ambitious plan to convert the base’s northern end into a
dense urban grid; and the state Department of Commerce’s
controversial purchase of most Noisette land for an intermodal railyard to serve the future port.
“It’s been a changing game, it really has,” North Charleston
Mayor Keith Summey said. “The picture has changed
dramatically over the years, especially when they decided to
bring the railyard in. ... The biggest kick in the butt was
Palmetto Railways.”

West Yard Lofts, a 60-unit workforce housing complex at the
base’s northern end, is a relatively rare example of
new construction on the former base. Robert Behre/Staff
By Robert Behre rbehre@postandcourier.com

Lingering questions

Still, major questions remain, including:

In a region known for historic preservation, it’s not surprising
that most of what’s happened is opportunistic rehab and
reuse of existing Navy buildings. There’s not been much new
construction, aside from the 60-unit West Yard Lofts, an
affordable apartment complex, and Clemson’s Zucker Family
Graduate Education Center.
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How will the Intermodal Yard impact the base’s historic
hospital district. These buildings at the bases’s northwest
corner form a National Register Historic District but also
have been placed on the National Trust for Historic
Preservation’s 11 Most Endangered List.

Navy base reborn — continued


professor and co-author of “Salvaging Community: How
American Cities Rebuild Closed Military Bases,” due out this
summer.

How successful will the city’s redevelopment plan be this
time? The first attempt, known as the Noisette project,
sputtered, but the city is working on a new master plan
for the north end and could unveil it later this year.



What will become of the Veteran’s Terminal? The
Charleston Naval Complex Redevelopment Authority is
poised to deed the waterfront parcel to the State Ports
Authority.



Will it eventually be home to a Hunley museum? The
Redevelopment Authority is tasked with building a new
museum for the Hunley, but it’s currently looking into the
possibility of locating the historic submarine at Patriots
Point in Mount Pleasant rather than the base.

The book doesn’t rank the redevelopment success at different
bases, but it does review about 130 base closures and point to
themes that affected their subsequent redevelopment,
including the vibrancy of the metro area around the military
base; the extent of contamination on the property; and the
involvement of local, state and federal government in the
process.

One success on the former Charleston Naval Base has been the
relocation and restoration of its former chapel, the
Eternal Father of the Sea. It’s now used as a venue for
weddings and other special services.

Boards cover windows on the former Charleston Naval Base’s
historic hospital. Its future is very much in doubt because a
new rail line is planned nearby.

Monday, Feb. 4, 2019 in North Charleston. Grace Beahm Alford/Staff
By Grace Beahm Alford gbeahm@postandcourier.com

Monday, Feb. 4, 2019 in North Charleston. Grace Beahm Alford/Staff
By Grace Beahm Alford gbeahm@postandcourier.com

‘We’ve accomplished a lot’

“There’s no easy answer to say this works and this other thing
doesn’t,” Touchton said.

The Charleston Naval Base and Naval Shipyard was one of 122
military installations shuttered in the United States during the
past four decades since the Cold War ended.

While the Charleston Naval Base was not among the book’s
case studies, it’s in the data set. Touchton was at Clemson
University and is personally familiar with the base.

Few comparisons have been made about their redevelopment, and few experts have studied them.

By the book’s measures, the Charleston base appears to have
fared pretty well. State and federal government played a key

One of the few is Dr. Michael Touchton, a University of Miami
6

Navy base reborn — continued
He also wasn’t surprised to learn the city’s Noisette project
stumbled and imploded. “These are unwieldy sites for
redevelopment in so many senses,” he said. “A lot of projects
have gone belly up around the country even though the land
was free to them. This is easier said than done.”

role. While the base has its polluted spots, including an old
landfill on the southern end whose clay cap must be
monitored, the pollution has been managed. The surrounding
metro area has thrived, too, with Nucor Steel, Boeing,
Mercedes-Benz and others moving in, state educational
institutions remaining strong and tourism thriving.

Touchton said one measure of a successful base redevelopment is how much land its redevelopment authority has deeded away. By that standard, Charleston is a big success. Its
Redevelopment Authority soon expects to convey its final
parcel, the 100-acre Veteran’s Terminal, Ryan said.

Touchton noted that some of its new uses welcome the
public, such as the museum where the Confederate
submarine Hunley is being restored, as well as the park along
the Cooper River.

Another theme of base redevelopment is simply patience.

“That represents more or less the high end of what
communities can hope for, at least on this timeline,” he said.
“The trajectory looks good. There’s more that needs to be
done, of which you’re obviously aware.”

“These timelines are really long in terms of what the expected
building out is,” he said. “You’re looking about a 50-year timetable from closure to the end.”
Ronnie Givens, a retired auditor from Dorchester County, has
had a front-row seat to the 25-year-long base redevelopment
saga, as both a charter member of the current
Redevelopment Authority and the one before that. He
recalled the clashes, as well as the sad reality of not being
able to help displaced base workers. “They wanted to maintain their current jobs, which we couldn’t do.”
But over time, he said he has seen success arrive in small
doses.
“Some good has come out of all this, in fact, a lot of good,” he
said. “It’s like eating an elephant. We were able to eat the
elephant in small bites.”

The intersection McMillian Avenue and Noisette Boulevard on the former
Charleston Naval Base Monday is one area expected to see more
redevelopment and reuse. However, a relative lack of
parking looms as an obstacle.

One sign that the elephant is being digested is that it’s becoming more challenging to accommodate new commuters as
buildings come back to life, particularly on the north end. The
city’s emerging master plan expects to tackle that.

Feb. 4, 2019 in Charleston. Grace Beahm Alford/Staff
By Grace Beahm Alford gbeahm@postandcourier.com

Meanwhile, hopes to replace all the base’s lost jobs on the
base were never grounded in reality.

“We’ve created a parking problem,” Givens said.
If public access on the base continues to expand, then the
50th anniversary of its closure could be cause for a celebration.

“The jobs on former bases never return to the level the military had when they were at peak employment,” he said.
“There is no case I know of where redevelopment has succeeded in replacing the jobs fully.”

“My wife grew up 1½ miles from the shipyard and never went
on it until after it closed,” Summey said. Today, the city’s
7

Navy base reborn — continued

The Admiral’s house, also known as Quarters A,
is at long last getting a significant $4.5 million
restoration after years of neglect.

Terry Boroff and Patricia Boroff, of Summerville, cycle through
Riverfront Park on the former Charleston Naval Base
Monday, Feb. 4, 2019 in North Charleston. Grace Beahm Alford/Staff
By Grace Beahm Alford gbeahm@postandcourier.com

By Robert Behre rbeh re@postandcourier.com

“I’m very optimistic about most things in life. The redevelopment could be better than it is,” Summey said, “but it could
have been a lot worse. We’ve accomplished a lot. We’ve still
got a long way to go.”

premier park lies just north of the shipyard, on the base’s
former golf course along the river, and the park is expected to
grow.
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The Islands: Charleston County islands--life is good at the beach
By Brigitte Surette
Feb 16, 2019
The islands in Charleston County beckon more residents than

“You don’t have big chunks of land to develop,” Costa said.

ever before. Every island has a different vibe and flavor to it.

“When developers build here (Folly Beach and James Island)

The choices to buy or build on the islands are varied, but the

there’s simply not enough room for neighborhood after

cost to do so can be expensive on some of them. Still, those

neighborhood…or things you may see in larger developments

who do and can, choose their particular seashore for a reason.

in other areas in Charleston County.”

Folly Beach & James Island

The Town of James Island was founded in 1992. Since then,
the community and its government has worked together to

Vibe: Families—friendly, fun and free-spirited
Folly

create a close-knit, safe and quality community.
Beach

between

is

The Village at Stiles Point by Mungo Homes is the newest

the

development on James Island and is just five minutes from

Ocean

downtown. Ranging in size from about 1,900-4,900 square

and Folly River.

feet, they start in the high $500,000 range. On the other end

The Fishing Pier

of the spectrum are ranch-style homes built in the 60s and 70s

is a renowned

that are 1,500 to 2,500 square feet, and according to Costa,

landmark on the

can be found for under $400,000.

Atlantic

island and is perThat price point, along with James Island’s proximity to down-

fect for watching

town and the beaches, attract young families and downtown

sunsets, strolling

commuters.

and of course, fishing. The Morris Island lighthouse is a one of
the most photographed lighthouses in South Carolina.

“There are so many positive things that attract young
families,” Costa added. “The James Island Yacht Club is

Condos along the beach begin at about $700,000 plus.

affordable. You’re 10 minutes from the beach and 10 minutes
“You may be able to find a one or two bedroom bungalow in

from downtown. The James Island Soccer Club, two public

the $500,000 range,” said Jay Costa of Jay Costa Real Estate,

pools and the James Island Rec Center have so many activities

Carolina One. “Vacant lots off the beach will run in the

where parents and their children are involved.”

$350,000-400,000 range.” Costa said that new construction
Melton Peter Demetre Park (Sunrise Park) is a public park

on Folly Beach is mainly renovating existing homes or tearing

where residents go for incredible views of sunsets, the

down older ones to build a larger one.

Charleston Harbor and on the 4th of July, some pretty
Downtown Folly Beach is decorated with shops, restaurants

spectacular views of fireworks off the Arthur Ravenel Bridge.

and bars. During peak seasons, the roads and beaches swell
“Though we are attracting high-end buyers with newly built

with traffic, but the quaint ambiance is the reason why so

neighborhoods and larger homes, families and first-time

many call this place home. For a place that’s growing in leaps

buyers love James Island for a variety of reasons,” said Costa.

and bounds, there remains an authenticity of days gone by.

“It’s a great community and a quaint community. I’ve had
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Charleston County islands — continued
several clients that once they look here, they buy here. And,

“Condos on the IOP, the median price is at $800,000,” Dennis

they stay here.”

said. “Single family…expect to pay $1.25 million. Sullivan’s
Island, a single-family home, you’re going to start at about

Isle of Palms (IOP) & Sullivan’s Island

$2.25 million.”

Vibe: Eclectic elegant & laid-back luxury

The Post and Courier reported in July 2018, the large
expansion of Wild Dunes, the tony, gated community that will

Isle of Palms and Sullivan’s Island are about 15-20 minutes

add a mixture of rentals and residences to the resort

from downtown Charleston. Sullivan’s Island is bordered by

community on IOP.

the Charleston Harbor, Cove Inlet and the Intracoastal Waterway. Breach Inlet connects the two islands via a bridge. Think

“Wild Dunes was developed in the early 70s and it’s now

of Sullivan’s Island as IOP’s much older sister with a rich

nearing completion,” said Dennis. “Some of the dredge

history, as Sullivan’s Island (named after a captain) was

projects that they did this past year on Wild Dunes to expand

established in the 17th century. IOP became a popular

out there—that sand has been slowly going to Sullivan’s Island

vacation spot in the late 19th century.

and now Sullivan’s Island is gaining more beach than
they’ve ever had before.”

“The Beach Company helped develop Isle of Palms from the
get-go,” said Finn Dennis of Beach Residential, a division of

Isle of Palms’ iconic landmark, The Windjammer, has been a

The Beach Company.

favorite hangout for locals and repeat visitors since the early
70s. For over 40 years, its spot (and the musicians that have

In 1945, the Beach Company purchased most of the land on

graced its stage) on IOP’s beachfront is legendary. There are

the IOP and today, they own and manage most of its

rentals along the coastline, shops and eateries. The “main

commercial properties. According to Dennis, The Beach

drag” is packed with residents and vacationing beachgoers

Company also submitted a large proposal which resulted in

all summer long.

the development of several beach-front homes being
developed on the IOP.

The City of Isle of Palms has 22 police officers and 33 fire and
rescue personnel. The small island of 3.5 square miles has a

Dennis added that most of the two islands’ new construction

population of 5,000, but that increases in peak season to over

consists of buyers building custom homes on large lots.

50,000.

“The lots are large and often split,” Dennis said. “People are

Sullivan’s Island is genteel and laid back. On any given day,

taking down some of the homes that were built in the 40s.

you’ll see residents riding the streets in golf carts. Upscale and

The islands are adapting and changing and there’s new homes

casual beach dining is plentiful here, along with a little over

being built now more than there has been in the past ten

2,000 year-long residents, living in half as many homes.

years.”

The police force has 11 fulltime officers (hiring more staff in

Homes on the two islands have increased in size and price

the spring and summer months) and its fire and rescue

over the decades as well. Hurricanes destroyed some beach-

department has 41 volunteers and 8 fulltime staff members.

front properties and these were replaced with newer and

One of the island’s most beloved annual activities is the Polar

larger homes.

Bear Plunge.
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Charleston County islands — continued

Every January people flock to Dunleavey’s Pub to brace the

Prices range from the high $200,000 to multi-million plus

cold

South

brand new construction. Condos range from $150,000 to

Carolina Special Olympics. Poe’s Tavern, a landmark

Atlantic

and

raise

money

for

the

$800,000. Charming and timeless, the residents live here for

hamburger hangout on Sullivan’s is draws in residents and

its quiet island charm.

visitors on a regular basis.
“The appeal of John’s Island is living a slower pace of life but
Sullivan’s Island has a few luxury rentals but no hotels or

still within 15 minutes to the beach and 10 minutes to down-

motels, preferring instead to keep their end of the island a bit

town,” Jones said. “We have a small-town feel with very close

more subdued than its livelier sister.

proximity to one of the most desired cities in the U.S.
What’s not to love?”

John’s Island
Seabrook & Kiawah
Vibe: Timeless & Traditional
Vibe: Ritzy & refined

The largest island in South Carolina, John’s Island is bordered
by James, Kiawah, Wadamalaw, Edisto and Seabrook islands.

Seabrook Island is a private, coastal barrier island that is 30
minutes from Charleston. A gated community, it has nearly

Residents enjoy neighborhoods away from it all, yet have

four miles of beautiful beaches, plus tree-lined streets along

access to the best of Charleston. The Angel Oak Tree brings

winding roads. There are private single-family homes and

visitors from all over the world. There are a large variety of

luxury rental homes, villas and condos. Pelican Beach is best

neighborhoods within this lovely rural setting, including
waterfront

properties

and

family-oriented

for sunsets and in North Beach, early-morning risers can

community

catch gorgeous sunrises. Ride horses along the shores, play

neighborhoods.

tennis, golf or join The Seabrook Island Beach Club where you

“We have everything from multi-acre farm homes to family

can swim in one of two pools facing the ocean. In the mid-

friendly neighborhoods with book clubs and mommy

90s, the island’s golf course was the first in South Carolina to

meet-ups,” said Teresa Jones of Carolina One. “There are 15

become certified members of the Audubon Cooperative

new construction communities and we (Johns Island) are

Sanctuary Program for Golf. Prices range from $90,000 for a

expanding every day. John’s Island is very diverse—there are

condo to over $5 million for single family homes.

large communities of 300 plus homes with beautiful

Kiawah Island, a sea island, is 10,000 acres of beautiful

amenities.”

coastline and is also about a 30-minute drive to Charleston.

Jessica Stabler, part of the Jones’ team agreed. “John’s Island

Gated luxury living is the norm here. There are cottages,

has grown by leaps and bounds over the past five years.

townhomes, single-family homes and the amenities are world

The island has kept its roots with mature oaks lining every

-class within. A world-renowned golfing haven, Kiawah Island

road, local coffee shops where owners know each customer

has spectacular parks, a nature center, tennis and the

by name,” said Stabler.

activities that come with being surrounded by water.
Neighborhoods vary in size and price, but all are what one
would expect when it comes to refined luxury living.
12

Charleston County islands — continued continued
The community has an active art council that hosts events

Wadamalaw Island residents will skills training and education-

throughout the year for residents and visitors. Kiawah home

al programs for at-risk children. The Seabrook Island Green

prices range from $200 to $2 million for villas to over $15 mil-

Space Conservancy ensures that our natural environment is

lion for a single-family home.

protected.”

“People are driven by the desire to be among nature on the

According

islands,” said Pam Harrington of Pam Harrington Exclusives in

development on Kiawah. On the eastern tip and far from the

Kiawah. “The communities and people of Seabrook and

mainland, these home sites and homes are selling from about

Kiawah are so welcoming. We have access to our islands and

$449K (for lot) to over $3 million and up.

to

Harrington,

Ocean

Park

is

the

latest

we’re an easy drive to all that’s Charleston.”

Population Snapshots
“Between the two islands is Cassique,” Harrington said. “This
is a very well-established community—a private golf



Folly Beach – 2,726

community that has beautiful marsh and ocean views.”



James Island – 11,908 (TC)



Isle of Palms – 5,000 (city of IOP)



Sullivan’s Island - 2,050 (TC)



John’s Island (population, 17,097 – TownCharts as of
2017)



Seabrook/Kiawah – 1,858 & 1,764



Source: TownCharts. US Census Bureau. City of Isle of
Palms

Harrington said that Freshfields Village is a great place for
islanders of both Seabrook and Kiawah will shops, spas,
restaurants, groceries and a boutique hotel.
“There are plans to build a 55 and older condo community
near Freshfields,” Harrington said. “Both communities
(Seabrook & Kiawah) have evolving community programs.
Kiawah cares helps neighboring communites, Johns Island and
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Peper column: McLeod Plantation offers unvarnished truths, dispels
Plantation myth
By Warren Peper
Feb 11, 2019
As a local and longtime Lowcountry resident, I’m as guilty as
the next of not appreciating all the historical parts of Charleston that attract visitors from all over the world. Sure, I’ve
taken friends and relatives on a carriage ride and stopped at a
couple of the gardens. The boat ride to Fort Sumter and the
pirate stories told at the Old Exchange and Provost Dungeon
also make the list.

There are certainly beautiful spots on this 37-acre plot of
land. The allee of oaks is inviting and when the magnolias are
in bloom, the scent is intoxicating. But there are no stories
here about the benevolent planter or caring Lord of the Manor. As Halifax is quick to point out, “If you’re looking for a
‘Gone With the Wind’ experience, you’ve come to the wrong
place.”

Much of what I’ve seen and know, though, has come via my
years interviewing personalities and covering various points
of interest in my previous life working in TV news. I feel qualified to point somebody to a good bowl of she-crab soup and
can also play tour guide for those in the car while cruising
through the historic district.

The entire focus of the various tours is designed to learn
about the people. Sometimes, the stories are funny, sometimes they’re sad. The fight for freedom and the efforts to
achieve it ring as true as the bell that sits in the old oak tree
which once signaled workers it was time to eat.
In 1860, this was the fifth largest plantation on James Island.
Halifax refers to the old, giant oak tree on the property as
The Witness Tree. “It’s the only living thing that knows all
that happened here,” he says as we walk by. Even now, the
old tree seems burdened as its limbs, weak and heavy, touch
the ground.

Even though I’ve lived here more than 50 years, I’m still
learning. That was never more evident than while making a
stop recently at McLeod Plantation. It’s just off Folly Road, at
the foot of the Wappoo Bridge as you enter James Island.
The Big House and a huge, old oak tree are natural focal
points, but these are just ancillary stopping points on a compelling journey while learning the stories
of those who once lived there.

Where we’ve been, where we go
Now for a part of this story that’s seldom been told and took my breath
away. This living landmark reopened
for tours in April 2015. It was a soft
opening with understated fanfare
including a few speeches stating its
purpose.

Dispelling the myths
McLeod Plantation was built on the riches
of sea island cotton and the backs of
slaves. Most of the stories told during
daily tours deal with the people who lived
and worked there, both during and after
slavery.

On the property that spring day, a
young man walked the grounds taking
pictures of himself in front of The Big
House and another in front of a slave
house. Two months later, that same
hate-filled man walked into Emanuel
AME Church and murdered nine innocent souls.

Operated by Charleston Parks and Recreation, there is a concerted effort not to
sugarcoat this period of history. “The goal
here is to tell the truth about what happened,” says Shawn Halifax, the Cultural
History Interpretation Coordinator.
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McLeod — continued

Later, police would discover a manifesto saying
we should still be living in a society that enslaves
and subjugates certain people solely because of
the color of their skin. Those pictures accompanied the wretched musings of that twisted mind.
A tour of McLeod Plantation is designed to educate as well as enlighten. It may also create uncomfortable feelings. But it has also served as a
place for healing. “I’ve seen it,” says Shawn Halifax, “both for blacks and whites.”
While we can certainly learn from our past, it’s
important we react properly to disturbing
events in the present. Whether in Charleston or
Charlottesville, there are opportunities to right
wrongs and impact how we treat each other
every day.
An hour tour at McLeod Plantation stays with you long after
the avenue of oaks disappear from the rearview mirror.

Photos by Vanessa Kauffmann

Reach Warren at peperwarren@gmail.com

Health calendar

Health calendar

Feb 18, 2019

Feb 25, 2019

Monday

Saturday

Full Moon Drum Circle

Wild Things Run 5K

What: The Healing Tree Holistic Health Full Moon Drum Circle

What: This race begins at the Caw Caw Interpretive Center
and will be followed by an award ceremony and reception.

meets every full moon to celebrate life with traditional
drumming, ceremony and peace gathering. Bring a chair or

When: 8:30 a.m. March 2

blanket. Register in advance.

Where: Caw Caw Interpretive Center, 5200 Savannah
Highway, Ravenel

When: 7 p.m. Feb. 18

Price: $32

Where: Folly Beach County Park, 1100 W Ashley Ave.

More Info: ccprc.com/1455/Where-the-Wild-Things-Run-5K

Price: Free
More Info: bit.ly/2TPFkvz
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Home & Garden calendar

Other Events

Feb 10, 2019

Feb 21, 2019

Tuesday

Today

Seabirding

Edisto Island Park

What: Birding experts with the Charleston County Park and
Recreation Commission will help attendees find oceangoing
seabirds including scoters, scaup, grebes, loons, gulls, terns
and more.

What: Meet at the Caw Caw Interpretive Center to travel to
the future Edisto Island County Park with a Master Naturalist
instructor for a tour of plants and animals.

When: 8:30-10 a.m. Feb. 12
Where: Folly Beach fishing pier, 101 East Arctic Ave.

Where: Caw Caw Interpretive Center, 5200 Savanah Highway,
Ravenel

Price: $6

Price: $12

More Info: 843-795-4386, ccprc.com

More Info: 843-795-4386, ccprc.com

Home & Garden calendar

Tuesday

Feb 17, 2019

Ethnobotany

When: 9 a.m.-Noon Feb. 21

Thursday

What: A naturalist-guided walk discussing how former inhabit-

Edisto Island Park

ants interacted with nature for mutual benefits. Attendees
will take home and learn to make a historical herbal remedy.

What: Meet at the Caw Caw Interpretive Center to travel to
the future Edisto Island County Park with a Master Naturalist
instructor for a tour of plants and animals.

Registration is required.
When: 9:45-10:30 a.m. Feb. 26

When: 9 a.m.-Noon Feb. 21

Where: McLeod Plantation Historic Site, 325 Country Club
Drive, Charleston

Where: Caw Caw Interpretive Center, 5200 Savanah Highway,
Ravenel
Price: $12

Price: $15

More Info: 843-795-4386, ccprc.com

More Info: 843-762-8092, ccprc.com

Home & Garden calendar

Jan 31, 2019

Feb 24, 2019

Saturday

Saturday

Save the Light 5K

Where the Wild Things Run

The annual Save the Light half-marathon and 5K will take
place Feb. 2.

What: A 5K for walkers, joggers and runners alike to explore
the nature trails at the center. An award ceremony with local
food and drinks will be held immediately following.

What: Annual half-marathon and 5K to support the
preservation of the Morris Island Lighthouse through
grassroots nonprofit Save the Light.

When: 7 a.m. registration, 8 a.m. start March 2

When: 8:30 a.m. Feb. 2

Where: Caw Caw Interpretive Center, 5200 Savannah
Highway, Ravenel

Where: Folly Beach Pier, 101 East Arctic Ave.
Price: $30-$60

Price: $32-$38

More Info: 843-795-4386, ccprc.com

More Info: 843-795-4386, bit.ly/2T6I22v
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A Wine Lover’s Guide to Charleston, South Carolina
South Carolina's largest city is a longtime culinary destination with a world-class wine scene to match.
BY NILS BERNSTEIN
Published on February 21, 2019

Wine Down Wednesday in West Ashley
Held eight times from the end of March through October, the
Charleston County Parks sponsors this after-work wine party
in Old Towne Creek County Park, just across the Ashley River
from historic downtown Charleston. Drinking in parks, or any
public space, is otherwise illegal in Charleston, so it’s a great
opportunity to enjoy the area’s area’s natural beauty and live
music with a drink in hand.

Wine Down Wednesday series is back this spring at Old Towne
Creek County Park
By The Charleston Chronicle | March 1, 2019
and Life Raft Treats food trucks.

Wine Down Wednesday returns to Old Towne Creek County
Park this spring. Charleston County Parks hosts this four-part



spring series, scheduled to kick off on Wednesday, March 27

May 8 with music from David Grunstra and Dough Boyz
Pizza and Holy City Waffles food trucks.

from 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Advance tickets are available for $15. Day-of admission is $20

Wine Down Wednesday is a relaxing event where guests can

per person.

enjoy live music while exploring this unique county park.
Admission fees also cover wine and a commemorative wine

Old Towne Creek County Park is located in West Ashley on

glass. To satisfy each taste, one savory and one sweet food

Old Towne Road and is open for special events only. Wine

truck will be on site with items available for purchase.

Down Wednesday is a great opportunity for the public to be
able to explore and enjoy this site. Old Towne Creek features

The Spring 2019 Wine Down Wednesday schedule is:


67 acres of beautiful open fields complimented by groves of
live oak trees.

March 27 with music from Austin Hahn and Oh Yah BBQ
and Holy City Cupcakes food trucks.



For more information on Wine Down Wednesday, or to pur-

April 10 with music from Dave Landeo and Lola’s Lumpia

chase advance tickets to this event, visit CharlestonCounty-

and Holy Rolly Charleston food trucks.

Parks.com/WDW. This event is brought to you by EventHaus,
Charleston Animal Society, The Joggle Factory and your



April 24 with music from Cat Strickland Duo and Tamashii

Charleston County Parks.
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Community
Take a Walk through a Story at Wannamaker County Park
By: Olivia Parsons
Updated: Jan 13, 2019
The Charleston County Public Library is working to promote
literacy and exercise with a new

StoryWalk around the

lagoon at the North Charleston Wannamaker County Park.
This is in partnership Charleston County Parks and Recreation
in conjunction with Healthy Tri-County. The StoryWalk offers
a fun way for book lovers of to get outdoors and exercise
by following a path marked with pages from children’s books.
The StoryWalk will officially open to the public during a
free kickoff event from 10 a.m. to noon on Saturday the
19th with games, songs, activities and a special story time.

CCPRC: Where the Wild Things Run 5K – March 2
Posted on February 14, 2019 by seabrookislandblog

Where the Wild Things Run 5K

To help preserve and protect our natural resources and
interpretive trails, dogs are not permitted.

March 2, 2019

Please be aware that the course offers occasional areas of
uneven terrain and varies from hard-packed trails with roots
to grass and boardwalks. Strollers are not recommended.

8:30am -12:30pm
Caw Caw Interpretive Center

–Tidelines Editors

Walkers, joggers, and runners: come explore your wild side on
the scenic nature trails at Caw Caw Interpretive Center.
Caw Caw is actively managed for a variety of wildlife and a
favored habitat for rare wildlife, so there is also the chance
you may see a “wild thing” or two! An award ceremony with
local food and beverages will be held immediately afterward.
Fees & Registration
$32
Register online or call 843-795-4386.
Preregistration ends Thursday, February 28. Race day
registration available on-site from 7-8 a.m. for $38.
T-shirts available to participants who register prior to
February 1.
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ARTS & EVENTS
February 2019

FAIRY HOUSES & GNOME HOMES

Where the Wild Things Run 5K

The fairies and gnomes of Caw Caw Interpretive Center are in

Runners and walkers may encounter ”a wild thing or two” at

need of new housing, and you and your little ones are invited

Caw Caw Interpretive Center during this 5K through the

to help by lending your creativity to the cause. Obtain a

654-acre site in Ravenel. Boasting rich natural, cultural, and

“housing permit” from the park staff and use natural items

historical resources-, the center’s scenic park featuring more

found on the park grounds to assist in building tiny homes

than seven miles of trails- provides an idyllic backdrop for this

for the preserve’s mystical creatures. Only your imagination

spring run. An award ceremony with light food and beverages

is required; nature will provide the rest. Caw Caw
Interpretive

Center,

5200

Savannah

Hwy.

follows the race. Caw Caw Interpretive Center, 5200 Savan-

Monday,

nah Hwy., Ravenel. Saturday, 8:30am. $32. (843)795-4386,

10am-2pm. $2, free for child under 2. (843)795-4386,

www.ccprc.com

www.ccprc.com

EVENT CATEGORY: Charitable Events

EVENT CATEGORY: Family

EVENT DATE: Saturday, March 2, 2019 - 8:30am

EVENT DATE: Monday, February 19, 2018 - 10:00am
EDITORS' PICKS: Yes

Gracie & Lacy debut new song and video
January 27, 2019

Local songstresses Gracie & Lacy are inspired by their
hometown of Charleston. The sisters are at it again, with a
musical tribute to Morris Island Lighthouse, just in time for
the Save The Light Half Marathon and 5K Run taking place
Feb. 2.
The song features local musician Jason Moore, known for his
saxophone contributions to the Uncle Mingo band. The music
video includes familiar views of the historic lighthouse and the
graffiti-stained chain of rocks on the beach.
To hear “Morris Island Lighthouse,” go to the Original Music
page at GracieAndLacy.com. Gracie & Lacy will perform at 7
p.m. Feb. 13 with Joe Clarke at the Forever Charleston Theatre
in the Visitor Center, 375 Meeting St.
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“We had a blast! My 9 year old son thoroughly enjoyed the program and
Ande is an exceptional instructor!
SEWE Intro to Archery – Outdoor Recreation Program at Johns Island County Park

“My son loves learning about nature and animals.
I like how there is both classroom instruction and getting out in nature.”
Homeschool in the Parks Parent – Interpretive Program at Caw Caw Interpretive Center

“This was my first race after an extended illness and treatments.
Allison made me feel like I won an Olympic Gold Medal.”
Save the Light Half Marathon and 5K Participant – Race at Folly Beach Pier

“Both instructors were very professional and
encouraging, empowering me to be able to participate.”
Intro to Kayak Rolling Participant – Outdoor Recreation Program
at an Off-Site Location

“Tour guide was excellent. Informative and thought provoking.”
Exposing Moonlight and Magnolias Participant – Interpretive Program at
McLeod Plantation Historic Site

“Guide was excellent and very informative.”
SEWE Combing the Caw Caw Wilderness Participant –
Interpretive Program at Caw Caw Interpretive Center
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LoveAbility: Celebrating Inclusion
On February 13th, members of the Accessibility and Interpretation teams attended the Medical University of South Carolina’s (MUSC) LoveAbility event. The
event was focused on the promotion of Camp Rise Above and the
overall inclusion of individuals
living with disabilities through
the celebration of these differences. The event provided food
trucks, testimonials from past
campers, and booths to engage
passersby in camp-like activities.
Additional booths were set up to
collect donations for this year’s summer camp, and a percentage of the food
truck proceeds were donated to Camp Rise Above.

CCPRC staff showcased some of the adaptive equipment, services, and
programming that we provide for Camp Rise Above campers as well as other
customers throughout the year. This event provided CCPRC the opportunity to
strengthen our partnership with Camp Rise Above and MUSC while educating
the community about how inclusive parks and recreation can be.

District 1 Maintenance Staff assisted an Eagle Scout project at
Paradise
CCPRC

Boat

Landing.

provided

some

materials and an extra hand
when needed in the construction of the

benches

and landing kiosk.
This project was slated to be
an in-house project, but
proved to be a perfect
opportunity to help an Eagle
Scout earn his badge.
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Save the Light Half Marathon & 5K
We recently hosted the annual Save the Light Half Marathon and 5K at
Folly Beach with the support of Save the Light Inc. Nearly 800 runners

and walkers participated in both the half marathon and 5K, with the
5K being the largest in the race’s 17 year history. One half marathoner
truly got into the spirit of the race, choosing to complete the half
marathon dressed as the Morris Island lighthouse.
We look forward to continuing this record-setting trend next year and
would like to thank Save the Light Inc. for their support.

Save the Date: Starlight Yoga
A friendly reminder to join us Thursday, April 4th for Starlight Yoga at the
Mount Pleasant Pier. Come find your zen along the Charleston Harbor and
enjoy a relaxing yoga session with instructor Ji Hwang and live music from
Chris Dodson.

Save the Date: Mullet Haul Trail Run 5K & 10K
Don’t forget to register now for the Mullet Haul Trail Run 5K & 10K. Join

us on April 27th as we travel the trails of Johns Island County Park.
We will have awards for each age group and overall winners post-race.

Save the Date: Nature Immersion
If you’d prefer a more mindful nature experience, join Natural History
Interpreter Kristina Wheeler along with yoga instructor and Master Naturalist Debbie Seabrook Saturday, April 27th at
Palmetto Islands County Park. Enjoy guided meditation and gentle movement followed by periods of discovery and
identification of flora and fauna. Experience the relief of stress, mood enhancement, and clarity of mind.
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The Siege of Charlestowne held their second annual re-enactment at Johns
Island County Park in February. They educated attendees about the
weapons and clothing of that time period, as well as, re-enacted a battle.

The Interpretation Department is Helping to Clean the Coast
Beach and marsh sweeps are becoming more frequent in the Charleston area as our growing population contributes more waste
to our surrounding bodies of water. The Interpretation Department is now hosting a monthly beach and river sweep with our
group of dedicated volunteers, appropriately named the Green Team!
In October of 2018, CCPRC’s Volunteer Coordinator, Tina Ujcich, and Stewardship Aide, Allyssa Zebrowski, began offering monthly
beach sweeps that volunteers could sign up for, much like they sign up to assist with other events. The sweeps
focus on parks and boat landings that frequently have large amounts of trash, such as Lighthouse Inlet Heritage Preserve, Cooper
River Marina, and Wappoo Cut Boat Landing. Volunteers are typically paired up and given a data sheet to quantify what they find
during each two-hour sweep. This data is compiled and registered on the South Carolina Aquarium’s Litter Free Digital Journal
application,

where

the

Charleston

community

is

able

to

see

pictures

and

numbers

that

reflect

our

volunteers’ hard work. Since November of 2018, volunteers have collected about 2,974 pieces of trash, which
includes items as large as tires and boat seat cushions to as small as broken glass and plastic pieces. The top three most
polluted items have been cigarette butts/filters, hard plastic fragments, and plastic caps/lids. So far, 2019 has been
very successful and the Green Team hopes to continue their work throughout the rest of the year!

December’s Sweep at Folly Beach Fishing Pier

January’s Sweep at Cooper River Marina
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February’s Sweep at Lighthouse Inlet
Heritage Preserve

On February 9th, Mount Pleasant Pier staffers Jim Hoy and Mark Wolff set out
on a 3 hour tour in the SS Palmetto. The sea was angry that day and the tide
was high thanks to the super moon
the night before.

Jim and Mark

were not deterred

despite the

elements. They managed to collect,
literally, a boat load of trash from
the surrounding marsh.
We would like to thank Palmetto
Islands County Park for loaning us
such a sea worthy vessel.

SK8 Charleston hosted the Valentine’s Day themed event, ‘Heartbreak & Heel
Flips’ as a monthly promotion. The main sponsor was Odyssey Board Shop in
Mt. Pleasant. They provided prizes for the ‘Jam Contest’ on the pyramid on the

street course. The contest had good participation and high level skating.
Prize packs were awarded for 1st – 5th place.
Smoky Oak Tap Room Food Truck provided a special menu for the event with
small portions and low prices. This proved to be another great food pairing for
the skate park. Their sliders, tots, dogs and fried bologna were all a big hit.
The local band, ‘Inn Vinegar’, played for the event. These guys were great!!
Due to the moisture from an earlier rain they had to play on the viewing deck.
This turned out to be very successful location for the band as they could be heard throughout the park from the higher
elevation. Despite it being a gloomy Monday night, the event was well attended.
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February 6th, the Parks Division held its annual Parks Green Team Rodeo. The Rodeo was a competition in four areas:
Z-turn lawnmower challenge, trailer maneuvering obstacle course, backhoe agility competition, and creative team
carpentry. Staff were split into teams and earned points based on individual and
team event results.
Team #4, Marlon Ackerman, Erik Russo, Kevin Kuntz, Drew McDaniel, and Alex
Fessler took first place in the overall competition. Drew McDaniel; with James
Island Maintenance; was the big winner of the day, taking first place in the
backhoe competition, the Z-turn challenge, and being on the overall winning
team.
Training was also provided on utility vehicle maintenance and safety by Scott
Spencer with Fleet Maintenance. Lunch was prepared by Bryant Tezza with
District 3.

A facelift of
countertops

new paint,
and

flooring

have enhanced the aesthetics
of

Wannamaker

County

Park’s Cypress Hall.
It is beautiful and ready for
upcoming events.
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Passes sold through Corporate Online Pass Sales:


93 Gold Passes and 1 Super Splash Pass

February’s Sponsored Events:


Save the Light Half Marathon & 5K: Publix, Flex-able Movement and Sunshine Beverages
(co-partnered with Save the Light organization)

Total Calls In:

4,594

Average Talk Time:

3.42

Average Wait Time:

0.41

Photo by Vanessa Kauffmann
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Pageviews

Website Visits


February 2019:



February 2018:

82,043
71,894



February 2019:



February 2018:

226,612
218,862

Top 10 CCPRC.com Pages Visited
1. Camping & Lodging

6. Gold Pass Membership

2. James Island County Park

7. Wannamaker County Park

3. McLeod Plantation Historic Site

8. Parks & Facilities

4. February Gold Pass member coupons

9. Gold Pass member survey

5. Employment

10. Park Pass memberships

Top Visitor Locations

Top Referral Sites

1. Charleston, SC

1. Search engines

2. Mount Pleasant, SC

2. Direct entry

3. Charlotte, NC

3. Facebook (mobile)

4. Summerville, SC

4. Charleston CVB

5. Johns Island, SC

5. Charleston Running Club

Social Media Marketing

Facebook Post With Highest Organic Reach



Facebook Page Likes: 51,328



Facebook Reach: 105,005



Twitter Followers: 7,503



Twitter Impressions: 20,200



Instagram Followers: 6,617

Reach: 24,413

Email Marketing


Open Rate: 36.8%



Click-Through Rate: 20.3%



Opens By Device:


Mobile: 53%



Desktop: 47%
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Total Facility Attendance 1819 vs. 1718

2,326

20,110 288,695 148,543 46,838

22,172 185,813 144,696 44,513

JoICP

3,847

5%

12%

5,686

FBCP

5,754

53,278 102,781

47,592

6%

97,027

IOP

1%

26

2397

2371

Bulow

-26%

-636

1,824

2,460

79%

505

1145

640

-3%

-470

16,748

17,218

Laurel Hil Old Towne McLeod

-12%

-5,995

43,956

49,951

LIHP

-13%

-2,129

6%

89,131

14,790 1,608,627

16,919 1,519,496

SK8

Marina

TOTAL

CAW

-2,062 102,882
3%

Campsites Cottages

96%

BWP

14,080

55%

TOTAL

54%

92%

MP Pier

-255
-9%

IOP

YTD 1718
Occupancy

49%

FB Pier

2,770
-2%

FBCP

75,532

YTD 1819
77%
Occupancy

WCP

-20,502
1%
TOTAL

37,857

77,032

JICP

-2,616
-4%
WW

21,402

36,630

1,500

PICP

Variance

-3%
SZ

22,401

-1,227

2%

2,543

YTD 1819
24,695
Attendance

3,489

6,474

8%

521,968 233,128 13,825

Variance

8%

YTD 1819
98,600
Attendance

YTD 1718
101,216 542,470 230,358
Attendance

%
SI
81,838 148,032

YTD 1819
18,001
Vehicles

999

-3%
8%

%

73%

44,042

88,312 160,538

Variance 1,728

5%
11%

BWP
YTD 1718
16,273
Vehicles

YTD 1718
22,152
Attendance

47,531

12,506

11%
%
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HUMAN RESOURCES UPDATE

Diversity Mission Statement: The Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission will provide
high quality park facilities, programs, and services to the ever-changing community we serve by
recruiting, training, and retaining a qualified and diverse staff.

Current Staff Statistics:
February 2019 EEO Information
FULL TIME
EMPLOYEES

PART TIME
EMPLOYEES

TOTAL OF ALL
EMPLOYEES

Number of Employees

170

392

562

White

142

316

81%

Hispanic

5

12

3%

African American

16

57

13%

Asian

2

3

1%

Indian

1

1

1%

Two or more Races

4

3

1%

Male

96

195

52%

Female

74

197

48%
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HUMAN RESOURCES UPDATE

Volunteer Coordinator Report
FEBRUARY 2019
Activity Category
DAY PARK VOLUNTEER
DISC GOLF MAINTENANCE
HEADQUARTERS
MCLEOD PLANTATION
PADDLESPORTS AND OUTDOOR CLUBS
SAVE THE LIGHT MARATHON & 5K
THE GREEN TEAM
VOLUNTEERS IN PARKS (IOPCP)

Total February 2019 Volunteer Hours:
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer
Hours:

Hours
2
4
3
63
3
381
22
9
495
6080
4434

Volunteers
1
1
1
5
1
59
11
1

1646

Value of Volunteer Hours:
Total February 2019 Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee
Equivalent:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee
Equivalent
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time
Employee Equivalent:

3.05
4.67
3.41
1.26

Value of Volunteer Hours Formula:
# volunteer hours / 162.5 (equivalent of one full time employee) = # full-time employee equivalent

Monthly Employee Cost Savings
Total February 2019 Volunteer Hours Value:
12,209.15
149,552.08
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours Value:
109,201.84
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours: Value
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer
Hours Value:

40,350.24

Monthly Employee Cost Savings Formula:
$4003 (monthly cost with salary and benefits for a specialist level 207 full time employee) x # of
full-time employee equivalent
= Monthly Employee Cost Savings
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Planning & Development Update

Progress has been steady on the building exterior including painting and roof completion. The swimming pool was tiled
and the plaster finish will soon be applied . Interior finishes are progressing with paint, dropped ceiling, lighting fixtures
and hardware. Tile for the bathroom will be installed soon. The project is awaiting power from SCE&G and water from
Charleston Water Systems.

The Folly Beach County Park new Dunes House and
infrastructure replacements/improvements project team
met on-site February 22 for a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) pre-installation meeting. Driving
the first test piling was postponed due to weather and will
be rescheduled. The project is currently being held up in the
permitting phase by the Coastal Zone Consistency section of
the Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC)
due to their concerns regarding the new Dunes House
building location.

Folly Beach County Park New Dunes House Storm Water
Pollution Prevention Plan Pre-Installation Meeting

Most of the work on the pool mechanical room equipment is
near completion. The supports for the tubes slides are complete.
Plaster finish for the pool should begin the week of March 25.
Fiberglass tube sections are being mounted on their supports.
The work site continues to be very wet and muddy. Challenging
the contractor to innovate ways to manage machinery and
man power.

Fiberglass rides being attached to framing.
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Planning & Development Update—continued

The construction contract for this project has been awarded to Envirosmart, Inc. and the Notice to Proceed has been
issued. Project elements include: clearing, grading, fencing, landscaping, hardscape, benches, shade sails, restrooms,
and a dog spray pad.

New Dog Park Plans

Substantial Completion has been reached for this project. As soon as the area dries out enough, the contractor will
finish fine grading and Punch List items.

BluTide Marine Construction was awarded the construction contract for this project. Work includes: demolition &
replacement of the existing 40-year-old boardwalk & gatehouse, improved ADA-compliant parking, relocated and
improved shower facilities, and an improved entry to the park with an additional access lane.
32

2

Planning & Development Update—continued

Planning & Development staff continue to provide essential land management projects to CCPRC’s undeveloped properties.
In February, the Edisto Riverside property underwent a prescribed burn, which works to reduce forest undergrowth,
eliminate aggressive non-native invasive plants and re-nourish forest soil health. While conducting the burn, consultants
discovered an eastern diamondback rattlesnake near the property’s marsh area. Finding this venomous pitviper species in
the wild is increasingly rare, with population numbers in steady decline due to habitat loss and rattlesnake “roundups”
detrimental to sustained reproductive growth. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is studying whether to classify the snake as
a threatened and/or endangered species, with just three percent of its historic population remaining.

Prescribed Burn at CCPRC’s Edisto Rivserside Property

Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake Found at Edisto Riverside

Also in February, Planning & Development staff co-hosted a public event with CCCPRC’s Interpretive Staff for a nature
ramble exploring Edisto Red Top property. The event introduced and allowed the public to experience the beauty of this
undeveloped property, while learning about the park’s conceptual master plan.

CCPRC’s Interpretive Staff Discussing Flora and Fauna
During the Nature Tour

Public Enjoying Views and Vistas at CCRPC’s Edisto Red Top Property
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Planning & Development Update—continued

On February 28, CCPRC hosted Fifth-Grade Elementary Students from St. James– Santee Elementary School and Forestry
Students from Horry-Georgetown Technical College for our annual longleaf pine plantings at Two Pines Future County Park
in McClellanville, SC. The annual event provides an opportunity to educate elementary students about the values of land
stewardship and ecological restoration. The event also provides college students practical hands-on experience in forestry
practices. The event also assists CCPRC’s land management goals of restoring Longleaf Pine ecosystem to Two Pines.
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Planning & Development Update—continued
In February, CCPRC and its consultants presented conceptual architectural designs of Old Towne Creek and proposed new
structures to The City of Charleston’s Design Review Board (DRB). Per the city’s review and permitting process, any new
construction built within designated corridors must be approved by the DRB. This first “conceptual review” represents the
first step in the review process and offers consultants important feedback to make minor and/or substantial changes to
their design. Once changes have been made and resubmitted, a final decision on the appropriate level of review is made by
City staff.
Known for their commitment towards sustainability and historic preservation, Liollio Architecture have provided
conceptual architecture designs for three proposed buildings at Old Towne Creek Park; including the Rain Hut, Event
Pavilion and Learning Center. Although serving different purposes and possessing their own unique characteristics, the
buildings are tied together through common design elements.
Upon reviewing the conceptual renderings, City staff had no major objections to the building designs. Final approval by the
Design Review Board is pending.

Learning Center Conceptual Design
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Event Pavilion Conceptual Design

Planning & Development Update—continued

IPW Construction Group, LLC (IPW), our contractor, is continuing to prepare the site for adding the new CXT concrete
restroom. IPW has run the the sewer line and the water line. The new power line is scheduled to be installed the week
of March 25. Engineering plans were approved for the CXT restroom and stamped plans are anticipated in early April.

Sewer Hook Up for the New Primitive Campground Restroom and Site Clearing & Prep

The Capital Design Staff provides assistance with the planning
of some projects and facilitates the Design Review Process.
The following are projects that were reviewed and have
received approval since the previous Commission Meeting:
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February 2019
WCP - Soca Stop Roof
BWP - Front Gate
Sk8 Park - Benches

