COMMISSIONERS:
Collin Bruner, Chair
Eduardo Curry, Vice Chair
Dale Aren, Secretary-Treasurer
Lisa King
Mattese Lecque
Teddy Manos
Brad Taggart
David Bennett, Executive Director

Commission Update
__________________________________________________________________________________
April 14, 2021
Important Dates
Commission Regular Meeting – Monday, April 19, 2021 - CCPRC Headquarters at 5:30 pm &
online at www.charlestoncountyparks.com
Commission Meeting Agenda Highlights
Old Business:
None
New Business:
Planning and Capital Projects Update:
An overall update on the Planning and Capital Projects will be presented. In addition, a new
five-year plan will be recommended for approval.
Action Items:
Besides the meeting minutes and five-year CIP Plan, there are three additional items that will
require Commission action on Monday evening (supplemental information attached).
Commission Highlight: ADA Transition Plan
Steve Hutton, Director of Recreation, will update the Commission on the progession of the
ADA Transition Plan.
Personnel Committee Update:
The Commission will be updated on the Committee’s recommendation for an evaluation tool.
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CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
ONLINE AT WWW.CHARLESTONCOUNTYPARKS.COM
MONDAY, APRIL 19, 2021
AGENDA
I.Call To Order And Welcome

Bruner

A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media
II.

Public Comments & Presentations

III.

Approval of Minutes

Bruner/Bennett
Bruner

A. (ACTION) Approval of March 15, 2021 Regular Commission Meeting Minutes
B. (ACTION) Approval of March 29, 2021 Commission Personnel Meeting Minutes
C. (ACTION) Approval of April 12, 2021 Commission Personnel Meeting Minutes
IV.

Old Business
A. None

V.

New Business
A. Planning and Development Update

Bowie

a. (ACTION) 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan
B. Financial Report

McManus

a. (ACTION) Park and Recreation Development (PARD) Grant:
St. James South Santee Community Center Playground
b. (ACTION) Old Towne Task Two Contract

VI.

C. (ACTION) Policy Review and Update

Bennett/Bowie

D. Commission Highlight: ADA Transition Plan

Hutton

E. Executive Session: Legal Matters

Green/Bennett

F. Executive Session: Personnel Committee Update

Curry

Next Meeting
A. Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, May 17, 2021, 5:30pm at CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES
CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
MONDAY, MARCH 15, 2021

Commission Members Present: Mr. Collin Bruner, Ms. Dale Aren, Ms. Mattese Lecque, Mr. Teddy Manos (via
teleconference), and Mr. Brad Taggart
Commission Members Not Present: Mr. Eduardo Curry and Ms. Lisa King
Staff Present: Mr. David Bennett, Mr. Kevin Bowie, Mr. Charlie McManus, Mr. Phil Macchia, Ms. Gina EllisStrother, Mr. Greg Elliott (via teleconference), Ms. Renee Dickinson (via teleconference), Mr. Steve
Hutton (via teleconference), Ms. Patty Newshutz (via teleconference), Mr. Tommy Hale (via
teleconference), Ms. Shanté Ellis, Ms. Marcie Chiappone, and Ms. Melissa Muse (via teleconference).
Legal Counsel Not Present: Mr. Dwayne Green
Guests Present: None
I.

Call to Order and Welcome
A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media
The Charleston County Park & Recreation Commission met on Monday, March 15, 2021 at the
CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC. Mr. Bruner, Commission Chair, called the meeting to order
and welcomed those in attendance. Mr. Bruner informed those present that notification of the
meeting was sent to the local news media and others requesting notification.

II.

Public Comments and Presentations
A. None

III.

Approval of Minutes
A. (ACTION) Approval of February 22, 2021 Regular Commission Meeting Minutes
Motion to approve the minutes of the February 22, 2021 Regular Commission Meeting was made by Ms.
Lecque, seconded by Ms. Aren, and approved by the Commission. (#027-2021)
B.

(ACTION) Approval of March 11, 2021 Commission Finance Meeting Minutes
Ms. Aren requested a change on page three paragraph three from Cooper River Marina to
Remley’s Point.
Motion to approve the minutes of the March 11, 2021 Regular Commission Meeting with the requested
amendment to paragraph 3 was made by Ms. Lecque, seconded by Ms. Aren, and approved by the
Commission. (#028-2021)

IV.

Old Business
A. None
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V.

New Business
A. Planning and Development (P&D) Update
Mr. Bowie presented an update on the following Commission approved Capital Projects:

B.

•

Folly Beach Fishing Pier
o Mr. Bowie presented two videos to showcase the technique being used to remove the
pier piles.
o He showcased a project status photo taken by Bruce Wright, PRC’s Project Manager, last
week. The crane is on the trestle bridge that it’s building as it goes out into the Atlantic
Ocean and continues to demo the current pier. Most of the deck is complete and rails
will go around the deck area. The staff are pleased with the current progress that Cape
Romain, current contractor, is making. Mr. Bowie reminded the Commission that they
were the original contactor of the pier being demoed.

•

Johns Island County Park
o New Dog Park Project is almost complete pending final inspections and signage
installations.

•

Stono River County Park (SRCP)
o The Asian long-horned beetle infestation required 45 trees to be removed from the
property. The trees will be researched to investigate ways to prevent future infestations.
Mr. Bowie showed a current map of where the infestation is occurring. Caw Caw
Interpretive Center was also indicated on the map’s quarantine area. Mr. Bowie noted this
research and quarantine could possibly continue for 10-20 years. Mr. Taggart asked if the
beetles attack a specific kind of tree. Mr. Bowie reported that they don’t like live oak or
pine trees, but appear to prefer elm and maple trees.

Financial Report
Mr. McManus presented and reviewed the checks over $7500 and financial reports for the month of
January. He noted that the General Agency Operations are a little ahead of last year’s figures due to a
large legal payment last year and the transfers already coming in. He stated the numbers are strong despite
the circumstances. There were no further questions from the Commission.
a. (ACTION) FYE2022 Budget
Mr. McManus noted that the Capital Projects section of the proposed budget summary provided
to the Commission was missing $446,000 in revenue and $900,000 in expenses. The budget
summary within the Commission packet was accurate, but the summary page of the proposal was
incorrect. An updated version of the proposal will be sent out to the Commission soon.
Motion to approve the FY 2021-2022 budget and submit to Charleston County Budget Office
was made by Ms. Lecque, seconded by Ms. Aren, and approved by the Commission. (#029-2021)
The motion passed unanimously (Mr. Manos was an affirmative vote via teleconference).
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b. (ACTION) Portable Concession Kiosk Purchase
Motion to purchase a portable concessions kiosk from Custom Sales and Services for $112,565
from the approved General Agency Operating budget line was made by Mr. Taggart, seconded by
Ms. Aren, and approved by the Commission. (#030-2021)
c. (ACTION) FY20-21 Fleet Purchases
Motion to approve the FY20-21 Fleet purchases under the South Carolina State Contract totaling
$246,000 from the approved General Agency Operating budget lines was made by Ms. Aren,
seconded by Ms. Lecque, and approved by the Commission. (#031-2021)
C.

(ACTION) Policy Review and Update
Mr. Bruner stated that the document included in the packet was not complete and requested a motion
to table the action item until the full list of changes is presented. Mr. Bennett reminded that it is a
policy and procedure annual review that is required as a part of the national accreditation. He
apologized for the copy error in the packet. He asked that the Commission contact staff if they have
questions when the full list is submitted in the next packet.
Motion to table the recommended changes to the Commission Policies and the Rules and Regulations
was made by Ms. Lecque, seconded by Mr. Taggart, and approved by the Commission. (#032-2021)

Mr. Macchia updated the Commission that the Wappoo Cut Boat Landing project has been postponed due
to weather until the week of March 22, 2021.
VII.

Next Meeting

Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, April 19, 2021, 5:30 pm at CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:44 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Collin Bruner, Chair

Shanté Ellis, Executive Administrative Manager
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES
CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK & RECREATION
COMMISSION PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
MONDAY, MARCH 29, 2021
Committee Members Present Mr. Eduardo Curry, Personnel Committee Chair, Ms. Dale Aren (via
teleconference), and Ms. Mattese Lecque.
Staff Present: Mr. David Bennett and Mr. Kevin Bowie.
I.

Call To Order and Welcome
A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to the Media
The Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission Personnel Committee met on Monday,
March 29, 2021 at the CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC. Mr. Curry called the meeting to order
and welcomed those in attendance. Mr. Curry informed those present that notification of the meeting
had been sent to the local news media and others requesting notification and asked that the record
reflect the Commissioners present.

II.

New Business
A. Personnel Executive Director Evaluation Process Discussion
Mr. Curry reminded the attendees of the committee’s overall purpose as prescribed by the
Commission Chair.
Mr. Curry noted that one of the goals of the committee is to determine an assessment tool for the
Executive Director. Mr. Bennett presented a sample of the current staff assessment tools. There was
discussion whether to utilize the current staff evaluation tool or to craft a separate tool. Ms. Lecque
noted that in the past the Commission utilized the staff tool for consistency. Mr. Bennett stated that
he would ensure each member had a copy of the sample to review and make recommendations prior
to the next regular Commission meeting.
The Committee agreed the Executive Director position’s succession planning was their second goal.
Mr. Bennett stated that he’ll work with the agency attorney to research the past transitions and
present his finding to the Committee prior to or during the next meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Eduardo Curry, Personnel Committee Chair

Shanté Ellis, Executive Administrative Manager
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES
CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
MONDAY, APRIL 12, 2021
Committee Members Present: Mr. Eduardo Curry, Personnel Committee Chair, Ms. Dale Aren, Ms. Mattese
Lecque, and Mr. Collin Bruner (via teleconference)
Staff Present: Mr. David Bennett and Ms. Marcie Chiappone (via teleconference)
I.

Call To Order and Welcome
A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to the Media
The Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission Personnel Committee met on Monday, April
12, 2021 at the CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC. Mr. Curry called the meeting to order and
welcomed those in attendance. Mr. Curry informed those present that notification of the meeting had
been sent to the local news media and others requesting notification and asked that the record reflect
the Commissioners present.

II.

New Business
A. Personnel Executive Director Evaluation Process Discussion
Mr. Bennett explained the current and previous evaluation process for CCPRC full-time employees
that occurs twice annually. He also explained options for the frequency of the evaluation process
of the Executive Director; which could occur once annually during the fiscal year.
Mr. Curry asked for confirmation of the evaluation process. Mr. Bennett would initially create his
goals and then share them with the Committee to be evaluated. Mr. Bennett explained that the
goals could be modified by the Committee as they see fit. He recommended that the Commission
first accept the evaluation process and then he will present his goals for evaluation.
Ms. Aren stated that she was in favor of this evaluation tool and process. Ms. Lecque asked the
Committee to keep in mind that Mr. Bennett’s goals would be based on agency wide needs;
therefore, his goals should align with current agency goals.
Motion to accept the current evaluation tool to measure the Executive Director’s job performance
was made by Ms. Lecque, seconded by Ms. Aren and accepted by the Committee. (#033-2021)
B. Personnel Executive Director Succession Planning - Executive Session
Motion to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing a personnel issue was made
by Ms. Lecque, seconded by Ms. Aren and accepted by the Committee. (#034-2021)
Upon coming out of Executive Session, the Committee Chair stated that a succession plan had
been discussed and no action taken.

III.

Next Meeting
A. Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, April 19, 2021, 5:30pm at CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:05 pm.
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Respectfully submitted,

Eduardo Curry, Personnel Committee Chair

Marcie Chiappone, Executive Administrative Associate
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Kevin Bowie
4/13/2021
5 -year CIP Plan Approval

Staff have worked on the yearly update for the 5-Year CIP Plan. The plan will complete the
replacement for the Folly Beach Pier, Construction of Old Towne Creek County Park, fund
Facility Repairs and Renovations Projects throughout the system and provide for the previously
discussed bridge projects. Soon we can begin the process of working with the Commission to
prioritize projects for the next GO Bond spending cycle that will add projects to the end of the
plan. We would like to present the plan to the Commission and seek their overall approval.
Recommend approval of the 5-year CIP Plan as presented by Staff
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Capital Improvement Plan
Previous

Project

2022 Budget

2023 Forecast

2024 Forecast

2025 Forecast

2026 Forecast

Totals

GO Bond Funded Projects
Folly Beach Fishing Pier‐ Replace Timber Pile Pier

6,448,359

4,500,000

3,351,641

‐

‐

‐

14,300,000

926,374

4,503,551

3,070,075

‐

‐

‐

8,500,000

‐

‐

500,000

2,500,000

‐

‐

3,000,000

Cooper River County Park

547,784

702,216

‐

‐

‐

‐

1,250,000

Palmetto Islands ‐ Renovate and Repurpose Existing Structure

174,250

200,000

700,000

‐

‐

‐

1,074,250

50,000

175,000

‐

‐

‐

‐

225,000

Bulow ‐Master Planning and Permitting

88,400

100,000

36,600

‐

‐

‐

225,000

Rural Recreation ‐ Design and Construct New Sites (West County)

60,000

500,000

440,000

‐

‐

‐

1,000,000

Old Towne ‐ Master Plan, Design and Construct
Agency Warehouse ‐ Design and Construct

James Island Master Plan Update

HQ Office‐ Design

‐

‐

500,000

‐

‐

East Cooper Aquatic Design

‐

250,000

100,000

‐

‐

350,000

Cooper River County Park‐ Phase II

‐

‐

1,120,000

‐

‐

1,120,000

‐

‐

Remley's Point Boat Landing

‐
Total 5 Year GO Bond Project Allocations

‐

2,500,000
12,318,316

2,500,000

500,000

2,500,000

8,295,167

10,930,767

0

0

34,044,250

Agency ADA Compliance‐ IOP

40,000

460,000

‐

‐

‐

Boat Landings Repairs

23,080

76,920

‐

‐

‐

4,000

156,500

‐

‐

‐

‐

160,500

1,000,000

1,000,000

1,000,000

1,000,000

4,711,580

Capital Reserves Funded Projects

Folly Kayak Project
Spring Grove Master Plan

500,000
100,000

75,000

Facility Repair and Renovations (Projects TBD)

140,000

571,580

75,000

PARD Project ‐ South Santee

‐

60,000

‐

‐

‐

‐

60,000

Rebuild WCP Concessession Restrooms

‐

200,000

800,000

‐

‐

‐

1,000,000

Total 5 Year Reserve Capital Project Allocations

207,080

1,600,000

1,800,000

1,000,000

1,000,000

1,000,000

6,607,080

Total CIP Projects

8,502,247

12,530,767

14,118,316

3,500,000

1,000,000

1,000,000

40,651,330

8,295,167

10,594,987

9,888,316

2,500,000

207,080

1,275,000

1,160,000

1,000,000

1,000,000

1,000,000

5,642,080

Committed Fund Balance (Old Towne)

‐

335,780

‐

‐

‐

‐

335,780

SC Recreational Trails Grant (Old Towne)

‐

‐

100,000

‐

‐

‐

100,000

Committed Fund Balance Spring Grove

‐

75,000

‐

‐

‐

Insurance Reimbursement for WCP Fire Damage

‐

160,000

640,000

‐

‐

‐

PARD Grant

‐

40,000

‐

‐

‐

‐

40,000

DNR Grant for Remley's Point

‐

‐

2,330,000

‐

‐

‐

2,330,000

Funding Souces
GO Bonds
CIP Self Funded Bank Account

Committed Fund Balance from City of FB for Folly Paddle Sports
Total Funding Souces

‐

‐

31,278,470

800,000

‐

50,000

‐

‐

‐

‐

50,000

8,502,247

12,530,767
10

14,118,316

3,500,000

1,000,000

1,000,000

40,651,330

February 2021 Checks over $7,500

Date

Check #

Vendor

Description

Amount

General Agency
2/11/2021 3037216 Tyler Technologies Inc

Tyler Time Clock Repair

$

10,910.46

2/18/2021 3037262 Schroder's Services Llc

IOP Replace Support Brackets/hanger/drain lines

$

14,693.00

2/25/2021 3037293 Original Watermen

Lifeguard Uniforms

$

13,504.85

2/25/2021 3037298 Transworld Inc

CRM dock rewire and pedestal repairs

$

54,584.31

$
$
$
$
$

74,182.96
26,703.86
13,617.90
365,188.29
8,417.58

2/11/2021
2/18/2021
2/11/2021
2/11/2021
2/11/2021

160
161
314
315
317

Capital Improvement Projects
Maverick Construction Services, Llc
JOICP Dog Park Construction
Rakes Building And Maintenance Contractors, Llc CRM Dock Repairs
Applied Technology & Management Inc
CRCP Design Services
Cape Romain Contractors Inc
FBFP replacement Construction
Stantec Consulting Services Inc
Old Towne Design
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Combined General Agency Operations
February, 2021

Combined Revenues
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services

Prior YTD Actuals
17,343,214
9,120,398
939,623
Total Revenue
27,403,235

Combined Expenses
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services

Year To date Actuals
18,293,507
8,255,603
332,352
26,881,462

Current Year Budget
17,998,355
14,939,862
1,810,819
34,749,036

Total Expenses
Net Operating Income

7,213,483
11,234,658
2,775,841
21,223,982
6,179,253

5,506,476
10,101,343
2,236,429
17,844,248
9,037,214

Transfers In
Transfers Out
Change in Fund Balance

‐
1,297,705
4,881,548

‐
‐
9,037,214

119,000
2,000,000
(718,947)

Fund Balance Statement
Change in Fund Balance
Fund Balance‐ Beginning of Year
Ending Fund Balance

4,881,548
20,334,393
25,215,941

9,037,214
18,036,272
27,073,486

(718,947)
18,036,272
17,317,325
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9,524,526
18,995,772
5,066,685
33,586,983
1,162,053

% of Budget
102%
55%
18%
77%

58%
53%
44%
53%

0%
0%

Support Services
February, 2021
Revenues
Administration Millage
Administration‐ Other
Total Revenue

Prior YTD Actuals
16,997,294
345,920
17,343,214

Year To date Actuals
17,792,864
500,643
18,293,507

Current Year Budget
17,640,000
358,355
17,998,355

% of Budget
101%
140%
102%

Expenses
Administration
Executive
Financial Services
Human Resources
Information Technology
Marketing
Park and Program Services
Planning and Development
Safety
Total Expenses
Net Operating Income

2,060,775
902,768
526,096
483,041
1,347,957
635,669
365,007
679,752
212,418
7,213,483
10,129,731

1,167,454
842,314
535,670
441,250
798,693
664,018
328,968
557,261
170,849
5,506,477
12,787,030

1,073,760
1,614,305
934,938
840,831
1,666,391
1,224,623
599,901
1,127,387
442,391
9,524,527
8,473,828

109%
52%
57%
52%
48%
54%
55%
49%
39%
58%

Transfers In
Transfers Out

0
1,297,705

0
0

119,000
2,000,000

0%
0%

Change in Fund Balance

8,832,026

12,787,030

6,592,828
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Park Services
February, 2021
Revenues
Prior YTD Actuals
Administration
12,361
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
28,874
Cooper River Marina
635,371
Folly Beach County Park
203,307
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
704,685
Isle of Palms County Park
404,520
James Island County Park
4,169,061
Johns Island County Park
92,631
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
177,176
Lake House at Bulow
80,150
Laurel Hill Plantation
1,506
McLeod Plantation
286,801
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
350,101
Mount Pleasant Pier
171,697
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
1,712,341
Old Towne Creek County Park
4,550
SK8 Charleston
77,666
Stono River Park
0
West County Aquatics Center
7,601
Total Revenue
9,120,399
Expenses
Administration
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
Cooper River Marina
Folly Beach County Park
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
Isle of Palms County Park
James Island County Park
Johns Island County Park
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
Lake House at Bulow
Laurel Hill Plantation
McLeod Plantation
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
Mount Pleasant Pier
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
Old Towne Creek County Park
SK8 Charleston
Stono River Park
Undeveloped Properties & HQ Maintenance
West County Aquatics Center
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

838,596
201,358
496,608
268,899
721,149
377,945
3,271,541
251,411
194,283
85,688
30,853
163,383
745,410
324,013
2,003,559
15,622
151,491
10,332
1,025,621
56,899
11,234,661
(2,114,262)
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Year To date Actuals Current Year Budget
9,498
800
40,087
52,497
540,960
828,677
341,001
551,464
542,353
892,232
503,809
894,859
3,889,557
5,873,114
48,050
92,660
206,437
342,663
68,780
152,460
2,215
8,192
164,862
414,055
280,346
739,993
175,936
351,338
1,299,399
3,612,806
20,088
0
112,440
118,072
5,756
2,430
4,031
11,550
8,255,605
14,939,862

718,622
207,106
411,242
242,311
594,253
427,065
2,557,783
261,400
226,713
73,381
11,702
171,988
682,130
314,782
1,832,412
7,940
142,518
15,333
1,131,975
70,686
10,101,342
(1,845,737)

1,208,171
344,274
593,130
417,728
1,169,426
713,954
5,266,938
495,893
375,573
142,298
25,270
321,136
1,348,943
527,159
3,400,238
46,224
269,279
39,328
2,111,094
179,717
18,995,773
(4,055,911)

% of Budget
1187%
76%
65%
62%
61%
56%
66%
52%
60%
45%
27%
40%
38%
50%
36%
0%
95%
237%
35%
55%

59%
60%
69%
58%
51%
60%
49%
53%
60%
52%
46%
54%
51%
60%
54%
17%
53%
39%
54%
39%
53%

Recreation Services
February, 2021
Revenue
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Revenue

Expenses
Administration
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

Prior YTD Actuals
2,962
122,932
60,132
446,437
174,149
133,011
939,623

Year To date Actuals
256
1,348
18,755
185,711
64,020
62,261
332,351

Current Year Budget
5,750
221,000
131,800
821,020
400,604
230,645
1,810,819

% of Budget
4%
1%
14%
23%
16%
27%
18%

397,892
11,041
748,691
437,784
692,858
273,943
213,634
2,775,843
(1,836,220)

419,142
2,195
457,067
454,102
531,199
202,691
170,033
2,236,429
(1,904,078)

715,781
42,513
1,187,282
821,110
1,374,348
543,970
381,681
5,066,685
(3,255,866)

59%
5%
38%
55%
39%
37%
45%
44%
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charles McManus
April 13, 2021
Park and Recreation Development (PARD) Grant Acceptance

CCPRC has been awarded a Park and Recreation Development (PARD) Grant from the State
of SC Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism. This is an 80/20 match grant. The grant
funds total $37,325.81, with the State’s 80% contribution equal to $29,788.65 and CCPRC’s
20% share equal to $7,447.16. The grant is for renovations and improvements to the St. James
South Santee Community Center playground.

Recommend acceptance of the PARD grant totaling $29,788.65 to provide funding for
renovations to the St. James South Santee Community Center Playground project, with
CCPRC’s match of $7,447.16 coming from the CIP Reserve Funds.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charlie McManus
April 13, 2021
Old Towne Creek County Park – Change Order Request

The Design Minds, Inc. contract is for Interpretive Master Planning Services at Old Towne
Creek County Park. This change order is to proceed with Task Two, which includes content and
design development and construction drawings of interpretive signage identified in Task One.
The Design Minds, Inc. submitted a proposal for a change order in the amount of $38,740. The
current contract total is $44,859.95. The new contract amount is $83,599.95.
The project is budgeted to come from CIP 2020 Bond Budget line #20002796-90070-8170.
Recommend approval of a $38,740 change order to the contract with The Design Minds,
Inc. for Interpretive Master Planning Services at Old Towne Creek County Park, bringing
the new contract total to $83,599.95, with funds coming from the approved CIP Budget.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Kevin Bowie
April 14, 2021
Policy Reviews

Directors have just finished reviewing all Policies and would like to recommend the attached changes for
Commission consideration at their next meeting on March 15th. After reviewing the list, the changes can
categorize as follows:
• administrative changes to the documents to be reflective of our current operating environment;
• changes to the tuition assistance program to make the program comparable to other local
governments;
• addition of ADA definitions and procedures in the agency’s “Rules and Regulation” policy
document.
Recommend approval of the recommended changes to the Commission Policies and the Rules and
Regulations as provided in the March, 15 2021 Commission Packet.
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The community enjoyed live music at "The Reckoning" at
Palmetto Islands County Park. Ten by ten squares
accommodated a limited group of 4 people per square.
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Charleston County offers new Highway 41 plan after Phillips Community
threatened
By David Slade dslade@postandcourier.com
March 4, 2021 Updated 4 hrs ago

Charleston County has unveiled a new, $187 million road plan
for S.C. Highway 41 in Mount Pleasant, one aimed a
balancing the need to address traffic with concerns about
which community will bear the most impact.
Compared to the previous plan, the new one would have a
smaller impact on the historic Phillips Community, which was
settled by Black residents after the Civil War, and a larger
impact on the Dunes West subdivision.
The county has been wrestling for five years with plans for the

two-lane road, which Mount Pleasant’s rapid population
growth and development has overwhelmed with traffic.
In 2020 the county came out with a controversial $125 million
plan to widen the road to five lanes through Phillips. The
county received nearly 3,000 comments from the public, and

Highway 4 revised concept: An overview of the lane expansion

opinion was about evenly split.

plans for the Highway 41 project. PROVIDED/CHARLESTON COUNTY

Due to the impact on Phillips, the plan was denounced by an
unusually broad coalition of opponents including The Coastal

The new plan calls for Highway 41 to be widened to three

Conservation

Foundation,

lanes through Phillips — two driving lanes and a center turn

Charleston Preservation Society, Save Shem Creek, Charleston

League,

Historic

Charleston

lane. As a result, only two vacant properties will lose land to

Moves, Lowcountry Land Trust, East Cooper Land Trust,

the road widening.

Southern Environmental Law Center, Center for Heirs Property
Preservation and the Charleston Trident Association of

“They’re

going

to

take

the

traffic

away

from

Realtors.

Phillips and go around Phillips,” said community president
Richard Habersham. “That’s all we were asking for.”

“What we’ve done since has been driven by an extraordinary
outpouring of comments from the public,” said county

The rest of the nearly 5-mile stretch from the Wando River to

consultant Rhett Reidenbach, with the Reveer Group.

U.S. Highway 17 would be four lanes, as would Dunes West
Boulevard, which would have a 35-mph speed limit, a planted

Reidenbach said he’s never seen the level of public comment

median in the middle and a bike/pedestrian path on the side.

that the Highway 41 plan received.

2

Highway 41 — continued

Reidenbach said the plan will improve safety as well as
traffic flow, and could be underway in 2025. By 2045, he
said, Highway 41 will be carrying an estimated 55,000
vehicles daily.
The county’s website for the road project is hwy41sc.com.
Charleston County Council members spoke favorably
about the plan, except for Councilman Dickie Schweers,
whose district in Mount Pleasant.
“I’m not ready to commit to this,” he said.
Councilman Herb Sass, who also represents part of Mount
Pleasant, said he’s “very excited” about the plan, and
Charleston County’s new plan for S.C. Highway 41 in Mount Pleasant

Council Chairman Teddie Pryor said he was “well pleased.”

calls for three lanes through the Phillips Community.
The road is currently two lanes. Provided/Charleston County

A new connector road would also be `built, to avoid having to
widen Bessemer Road, which is lined with recently-built
homes.
County officials said the right of way along Dunes West
Boulevard is large enough to accommodate the widening plan,
and the road is bordered by properties controlled by the
homeowners’ association.
“What we realized is, if we don’t widen Dunes West Boulevard
to four, lanes there will be a critical piece of infrastructure
missing,” Reidenbach said.
Parts of the new plan are similar to the county’s previous

Richard Habersham and the Rev.Elijah Smalls look over the

runner-up plan, which was known as Alternative 7A. That plan

maps of the Phillips community in Habersham’s home of

was opposed by many residents of Park West and Dunes West

July 16, 2020, in Mount Pleasant. File/Gavin McItyre/Staff

because it directed traffic through part of those subdivisions.

3

Highway 41 — continued

Next, the county plans to present the detailed plans to the
town of Mount Pleasant at a Town Council meeting March
9 and also to individual communities.
Charleston County Council is expected to vote on
proceeding with the plan March 18.
In addition to widening the highway, the new version calls
for a massive redesign of the intersection of Highways 41
and 17. By 2045, U.S. 17 is expected to carry 90,000
vehicles daily near that intersection, which Reidenbach
said is comparable to traffic on Interstate 526 east of the
Cooper River.
Jonathan Ford and Richard Habersham, with the Phillips Community, gather

If the new road plan moves forward, there would be a

with several community groups on Sept.3, 2020, in Mount Pleasant to discuss

four-lane path from Highway 17 to the Wando Bridge. Across

the county’s plan SC Highway 41 to a five-lane road that would run through

the bridge, in Berkeley County, is Clements Ferry Road, which

the middle of the historic Phillips Community. File/ Grace Beahm Alford /Staff

is in the process of being widened to four lanes.
Reach David Slade at 843-937-5552. Follow him on Twitter @DSladeNews.

Charleston County’s new plan to address traffic on S.C. Highway 41

in Mount Pleasant calls for widening Dunes West Boulevard to four lanes. Provided/Charleston County
4

Commentary: SC Highway 41 compromise would harm Laurel Hill County Park
BY TOM O’ROURKE
Mar 6, 2021 Updated Mar 29, 2021
The Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission, my

is the Phillips Community. It was established in the 1870s, as

former employer, has a long and proud history of telling the

lands were deeded to former slaves from the surrounding

truth about African American history. With the strategic

plantations of Laurel Hill, Boone Hall and Snee Farm, among

purchase of The Caw Caw Interpretive Center and then

others.

McLeod Plantation, a deliberate plan was put in place to

Phillips Community is one of the oldest African American

interpret the contributions of the African Amaerican people of

coastal communities in Mount Pleasant. Others nearby

our area.

include Snowden, Seven-Mile, Green Hill and Hamlin Beach.

In October 2010, the commission acquired management

These African American settlement communities need to be

control over Laurel Hill Plantation in Mount Pleasant. This 742

protected and their cultural history preserved.

-acre parcel has allowed the commission to expand the inter-

The Phillips-Laurel Hill Community was carved out of a north-

pretation of the enslaved people who worked Laurel Hill

western section of Laurel Hill. Land was deeded or sold to

Plantation.

ex-slaves according to family size, resulting in parcels that

When it comes to addressing rising traffic on S.C. Highway 41,

were between 2 and 12 acres. Prices ranged from $63 to

Charleston County Council members find themselves in an

$100. Phillips remained solely an African American community

almost no-win situation. With almost each proposed route

until the 1940s, when a white-owned grocery store opened in

there has been loud opposition. Doing nothing is also not an

Phillips.

option.

Many Phillips residents can trace their lineage to the slaves of

Council members have shown a great desire to take into

Laurel Hill Plantation.

consideration the impacts of the people who live along the

As a part of the Highway 41 project, the African American

Highway 41 corridor, especially the residents of the Phillips

history within Laurel Hill Plantation must be protected. Like in

Community. With their desire to take into consideration all

business, politics should solve differences with compromise.

affected parties, I think they are overlooking the impacts to

And compromise is not about winning and losing: It’s about

Laurel Hill County Park’s history.

deciding that everyone affected has value and should be

listened to.

A new route was proposed Thursday at council’s Finance

I hope that those forced to make a very difficult decision can

Committee meeting. In my opinion, it has a tremendous

compromise. If the road has to go through Laurel Hill, the

negative impact on the cultural history of the site, including

project should pay to create a Charleston County African

that of the enslaved people who lived, worked and are buried

American Settlement Community Cultural Center, with the

there.

interpretation administered by the county’s Park and
Between 1856 and 1862, agricultural goods such as cotton

Recreation Commission.

and livestock were produced at Laurel Hill. The 1860 census

At this location, the essential story of the contribution of the

shows that J. Thomas Hamlin White, who owned Laurel Hill,

African Americans in our community can be highlighted and

had 120 enslaved people there. It is well documented that a

told forever.

significant freedmen community was established on part of

Tom O’Rourke is a Mount Pleasant Town Council member.

Laurel Hill and shaped post-bellum life there. That community
5

Boom & Balance

5 road projects threaten long-established Black communities across the Lowcountry
By Adam Parker aparker@postandcourier.com
Mar 12, 2021 Updated 40 min ago
This area once was considered remote. Today, River Road

features several new subdivisions and a lot more traffic.
Government officials are planning to extend Interstate 526
from West Ashley across a part of Johns Island and into James
Island where it will meet up with the connector. Plans also are
afoot to widen Bohicket Road between Maybank Highway and
the Betsy Kerrison Parkway. There is even some talk of upgrading

oak-lined

River

Road.

All

this

prospective

infrastructure work has White and Jenkins very worried.
“It is impacting existing settlements where people are living,”
Jenkins said. “It’s going to increase development, increase the
traffic — it’s just going to add more to a rural area that’s
“I’ve spent a lot of time looking out the window to see who’s coming

already terribly hit with development.”

in the store,” said Anna Fields White (right) on March 5, 2021., inside
the sstore besdie River Road on Johns Island that she and her family

He’s worried about new flooding caused by all the construc-

have operated for 60 years. “I used to be able to count the cars that

tion that can affect long-established homes. He’s worried

went down the road.” Grace Beahm Alford/Staff Grace Beahm Alford

about how gentrification threatens the historic identity of

gbeahm@postandcourier.com

Johns Island. He’s worried that an influx of middle-class and
Johns Island — Abe Jenkins is visiting his friend Anna Fields
White. They chat outside her shop, Fields Grocery, on a cool
and sunny midafternoon as cars and pickups whiz along River
Road, just a few feet away.

Facing the store is Fields Farm, one of two on Johns Island still
operated by Black families.
“Sometimes I have to wait 10 to 15 minutes before I can cross
the road,” White said, adding that in the past couple of
months, she has witnessed four accidents just this side of the
curve in the road.
The store was opened by her parents in 1957. It sits next to a
praise house that’s at least a century old. River Road used to
Anna Fields White (right) has worked in her store beside River Road on

be unpaved, Jenkins said. He remembers spending hours after

Johns Island, where customers stop for a snack or drink, for more than

school at The Progressive Club, a rural community center

60 years. She’s pictured here on March 5, 2021. Grace Beahm Alford/

operated by his grandfather Esau Jenkins.

Staff Grace Beahm Alford gbeahm@postandcourier.com
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road projects — continued

wealthy homeowners will transform the island’s economy,
making it more difficult for low-income African Americans to

get by. He’s worried that so much change in such a short
period of time will drive off more and more young Black
people.
“The African American community is almost becoming
extinct,” he said.
In the past, discriminatory federal programs inflicted harm on
Black residents. But things have changed significantly in recent
years. Now, the agencies involved in road projects strive to
engage communities, limit environmental and cultural
impacts, and then mitigate impacts that can’t be avoided.

Abe Jenkins, grandson of Esau Jenkins, looks across River

There is more coordination than ever, more awareness of local

Road toward Fields Farm on March 5, 2021, on Johns Island.
Grace Beahm Alford/Staff gbeahm@postandcourier.com

grievances, more outreach and more willingness to listen to
critics.

•

On James Island, I-526 likely would stretch across the

But some neighborhood advocates say it’s not enough, and

Stono River and sensitive marshland adjacent to James

that they are only made aware of new road projects once the

Island County Park on its way to the connector. The

plans are in place. This limits their ability to exercise influence

project as conceived would impact people living along

early in the process and ensure that the benefits of any project

Terrabrook Lane, Riverland Drive and Central Park Road,

outweigh the harm it inflicts on established communities.

as well as homeowners along Ellis Creek.

“They ask for input, but the plans are already made up,”

•

Jenkins said. “The problem, as I see it, is that people really

In Cainhoy and the northern reaches of Daniel Island, the
widening of Clements Ferry Road would hasten the gentri-

don’t feel like they’re being heard. That’s the biggest issue. So

fication of a historic Black settlement community.

there’s a lack of trust.”

•

No one is flatly against development, Jenkins added. But it

In Mount Pleasant, the S.C. Highway 41 project again

should be pursued in a way that protects the interests of local

threatens another historic Black neighborhood, the

people.

Phillips community, which sits adjacent to the large Dunes
West development.

“They’ve got to have some stake in the game,” he said.

•

And in Hilton Head, work on the causeway again would

The planned road work on Johns Island is just one example of

impact the old Stoney community, one of the last

how Black communities are bearing the brunt of development

remaining Black neighborhoods on the island.

and infrastructure projects.
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road projects — continued

“This has been an issue since beginning of highway projects,”

“The creation of the Interstate Highway System, funded and

said Jason Crowley, communities and transportation program

constructed by the Federal Government and State Govern-

director at the Coastal Conservation League. “In the

ments in the 20th century, disproportionately burdened many

Lowcountry, African American communities were the path of

historically Black and low-income neighborhoods in many

least resistance and didn’t really have a voice.” And too often,

American cities,” Biden said. “Many urban interstate highways

that’s still the case, he said.

were deliberately built to pass through Black neighborhoods,
often requiring the destruction of housing and other local
institutions. To this day, many Black neighborhoods are
disconnected from access to high-quality housing, jobs, public
transit, and other resources.”
The effects have been profound. African Americans have been
marginalized by these policies and denied opportunities to
accumulate intergenerational wealth.
“The Federal Government must recognize and acknowledge its
role in systematically declining to invest in communities of
color and preventing residents of those communities from
accessing the same services and resources as their white
counterparts,” Biden said.

Interstate 526

Anna Fields White greets a neighbor on March 5, 2021,
near her store on River Road. Behind them is an old praise
house that’s been there for more than a century.

The I-526 project really has two parts: improvements to the

Grace Beahm Alford/Staff gbeahm@postandcourier.com

western part of the loop, from Virginia Avenue through West
Ashley, and improvements to the eastern side into Mount

Pleasant. A separate, but related project would extend the
Generally speaking, regional growth is good. Everyone wants a

elevated roadway from Savannah Highway across Johns and

healthier, more diverse economy.

James islands and to the connector.

But growth comes with a host of challenges and questions.

The $1 billion project in North Charleston requires a bigger

And in the Lowcountry, it always seems to be a zero-sum

right-of-way corridor, which would encroach on some

game, several community leaders said. For the majority to

communities, displacing single-family homes, apartment

benefit, a minority somewhere must pay a price.

buildings, mobile homes and community centers, according to
a project report. The neighborhoods of Russelldale, Highland

In a Jan. 26 White House memorandum, President Joe Biden

Terrace, Liberty Park and Ferndale would be disproportionate-

acknowledged the damage wrought by federally funded high-

ly impacted, the report states.

way programs and related housing discrimination.
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road projects — continued

By the same token, project managers have invited residents to

DOT officials seek to strike a balance “between achieving the

share their concerns and recommendations about bike and

need and purpose of the project and eliminating or minimizing

pedestrian safety, landscaping, lighting, speeding, and

the impacts of the project, and then mitigating those impacts,”

stormwater runoff. The effort to address the consequences of

Creech said. “With regard to minority communities, there are

the project and use it as an opportunity to make other

important tenets and important regulations that ensure we

improvements is evident. Less evident is whether widening the

will do whatever we can do to not impact one portion of the

roadway will relieve traffic significantly in the long term. Some

community more than others.”

studies suggest that enlarging highways induces demand,

To do so, the agency follows environmental justice guidelines

which leads ultimately to more traffic and more congestion.

first laid out in the 1964 Civil Rights Act “to identify ways
to achieve an equitable distribution of benefits and burdens.”
It assembles a Community Advisory Council consisting of local
residents, it puts together a Community Infrastructure
Enhancement Plan, and it partners with agencies such as the

state Housing Authority and education groups to provide
affordable housing and student scholarships to displaced
families.
Whether this is just compensation or something else depends
on whom you ask.
Charleston Mayor John Tecklenburg said much has changed in
the approach to highway-building, and DOT has made huge
strides. Officials today are far more attuned to social and
economic justice issues and strive to be fair.
Greg York (center) with Architecture Document Solutions looks
over one of four alternatives for the I-526/I-26 interchange project

“I still hear as mayor, 60 years later, memories of how (the

with Lowcountry Corridor West project team members
Michael Pitts (left) and Josh Mitchell during a 2019 public meeting at the

Interstate 26 and Crosstown) projects impacted neighbor-

Charleston Area Convention Center in North Charleston. Grace Beahm Alford/

hoods,” he said. “So I think it’s just become part of our culture,

Staff gbeahm@postandcourier.com

generally speaking, in the city, to become a little more
thoughtful and intentional.”

Ted Creech, S.C. Department of Transportation’s assistant

On James Island, I-526 would include entrance and exit ramps

director for public relations, said the I-526 West project, which

along Folly Road, and possibly Riverland Drive, which concerns

is furthest along, has gone through many planning iterations

local residents. Already, Riverland Drive, which connects to

and many community outreach cycles. It has adhered to the

Maybank Highway, is used as an alternative to Folly Road

National Environmental Policy Act, which requires a careful

during high-traffic periods and a throughway for parents

assessment of environmental and community repercussions.

picking up children at Murray-LaSaine Montessori School, said
9

road projects — continued

“I think the perfect word is ‘placating,’” he said.
DOT was in charge of the first phase of the project,

now complete; Berkeley County is overseeing the $64 million
second phase, which focuses on the upper part of the road.
Lincoln is concerned not only about properties in the new right
of way but also environmental impacts and the threat to a
historic graveyard. Already a centuries-old live oak called the
Meeting Tree was removed to make way for the upgraded
roadway.

The area near the intersection of Central Park Road and Riverland Drive, which includes Greater Bethel AME Church, could
be impacted by the extension of Interstate 526 and its exit and

entrance ramps. File/Grace Beahm Alford/Staff
By Grace Beahm Alford gbeahm@postandcourier.com

James Blake, who owns property at the corner of Riverland
Drive and Central Park Road, in an area largely inhabited by
African Americans. Vehicles spilling off I-526 onto heavily used
local roads surely will make things worse, he said.
Blake and local resident Eleanor Pinckney said they only
learned about the status of the project after various

“alternatives” had been defined, and that they feel they are

Fred Lincoln opens a gate leading to Cainhoy Plantation on Oct. 16,

being asked to “pick the one that least impacts you.”

2020. Lincoln and his family members have access to the plantation
because their family cemetery is located on the land. File/Lauren
Petracca/Staff By Lauren Petracca lpetracca@postandcourier.com

It would have been nice to attend early meetings before any
formal plans were drawn up, Blake said.

The dye has been cast, Lincoln said. So he and others now are

Clements Ferry Road

trying to be proactive: Rather than sell their properties, they
Fred Lincoln, a member of the historic Jack Primus community

want to rezone them for commercial use, then lease them to

near Cainhoy, said Black residents were not in the loop early

doctors and lawyers and small-business operators, he said.

on in the planning process for the widening of Clements Ferry
“How can we benefit from the reality that Clements Ferry

Road, but have since become engaged.

Road is going to be a commercial hub?” Lincoln said. “Are we
10

road projects — continued

going to sit there and cry about it, or are we going to join in
and make a few dollars?”

It may not always be evident to passersby, but there’s a lot at
stake, including the ability to secure and build intergenerational wealth, Lincoln said. The “fair-market value” of property
today — the money families might receive for giving up their
homes — hardly compares to the future value of that property
after the area gentrifies.
“Once you take away that history, that pride, and the sacred

Jonathan Ford and Richard Habersham of the Phillips community

land on which all this is built, you can’t put it back together

gather with several local groups on Sept. 3, 2020, in Mount Pleasant to

again,” he said.

discuss the county’s plan for S.C. Highway 41. At the time, the plan
called for widening the highway to a five-lane road that would run

Meanwhile, just south of Cainhoy, the $187 million effort to

through the middle of the historic Phillips Community.

address traffic congestion on S.C. Highway 41 seems at an

File/Grace Beahm Alford/Staff By Grace Beahm Alford gbeahm@postandcourier.com

impasse: African American residents in the historic Phillips
community, through which the highway runs, don’t want it

Nevertheless, the most recent alternative, presented to the

widened since doing so would require more infringement on

public on March 9, provoked strong objections from Dunes

their properties; the mostly White residents of the sprawling

West residents. In an email to residents, the Property Owners

Dunes West development don’t want Dunes West Boulevard

Association put it this way: “We accept that Dunes West

widened and used as a bypass around the Phillips community

Boulevard will be widened within its existing right of way, even

because, they say, Highway 41 is already there and presents

now. What we don’t accept is it being widened instead of all of

the more logical choice for upgrade.

the existing Highway 41 being widened to accommodate four
lanes of travel.”

Charleston County officials, who are taking the lead on the

project, have sought to address concerns from both parties,

A vote on how to proceed could come in April.

arguing that the right of way for Dunes West Boulevard was

U.S. Highway 278

designed to accommodate a four-lane road without using
additional property along the perimeter.

On Hilton Head Island, one of the last remaining African

The Phillips community has gained a variety of allies, including

American communities now is facing the possibility of new

the

encroachment as a result the U.S. Highway 278 project.

Coastal

Conservation

League,

Historic

Charleston

Foundation, Charleston Preservation Society, Save Shem

The Mackay Creek Bridge, one of four bridges that are part of

Creek, Charleston Moves, Lowcountry Land Trust, East Cooper

the causeway to the island, was built in 1956 and now needs

Land Trust, Southern Environmental Law Center, Center for

to be replaced. DOT and Beaufort County officials decided to

Heirs Property Preservation and the Charleston Trident

transform the project into a $300 million initiative to upgrade

Association of Realtors.

most of the corridor.
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road projects — continued

DOT’s intentions are good, she said. It’s evident they are going
above and beyond the call of duty, for this project and others.

“But it’s still not enough, because it’s not proactive engagement,” she said. “It’s ‘How do we keep you from being too
upset,’ not ‘How do we enhance your community?’”
Creech said his agency increasingly seeks not only to do little
or no harm but also to offer enhancements to neighborhoods
affected by road projects.
A stretch of U.S. Highway 278 extends across the marshes and rivers on its

“We try to go beyond what’s required to try to understand

way to Hilton Head Island. A project now underway will result in infrastruc-

how we can improve a road or bridge and also help

ture upgrades, but members of the historic Stoney Community are
concerned about potential negative impacts.

communities,” he said.

Coastal Conservation League/Provided

Originally, the causeway was just two lanes, and it bifurcated
the Stoney settlement, Brown said. Then it widened to four

When it was first built it went right through the (Stoney

lanes, requiring removal of some family properties. In one

community),” said Jessie White, director of the Coastal

example, a woman refused to abandon her house, despite its

Conservation League’s Beaufort office. “Then they widened it,

close proximity to the highway. With her reluctant consent,

displacing more community members and posing a safety risk.

contractors removed her porch. Her front door was only a few

... Some of the properties are right on the edge of a 60 mph

feet from the edge of the road.

highway that people are speeding down. It’s really a stark
juxtaposition.”

The neighborhood once included a gas station, a post office
and mercantile shops, he recalled. As development consumed

White said the priority should be to retain the community’s

the island, this old Gullah-Geechee community tried to hang

sense of place, and to ensure its members benefit from the

on. But it has been badly damaged.

upgrades.

Now, Brown is hoping the only point of entry to Hilton Head

Beaufort County, the town of Hilton Head and DOT are

Island can be improved with gracious roadways and new

coordinating with representatives of the Stoney community,

economic opportunities for African Americans who remain.

including Alex Brown, who now has a seat on Town Council,
and members of the community oversight committee.

Maybe there’s a chance to be creative, he said. “The goal is to
rebuild the community.”

But White wonders who exactly the causeway improvements
will help.
“Is the town ... making these changes that will impact its own
community to accommodate outside people?” she asked.

“Why? To let more people get to the beach?”
12

Revised Highway 41 plan receives pushback from some affected neighborhoods
By KENNA COE news@moultrienews.com
Mar 23, 2021
The revised plan costs $28 million more than the updated cost
of Alternative 1.
Rhett Reidenbach, county consultant on the Highway 41
project, presented the revised plan to Charleston County
Council on March 4 and the Mount Pleasant Town Council on
March 9.
“It’s a bit of a compromise,” said Reidenbach during the
presentation to Mount Pleasant Town Council.
He said the revised plan is requiring neither the Phillips
Community nor Dunes West and Park West residents to bear
the full impact of the road widening.

The plan to reduce congestion along Highway 41 is continuing
as a hotly debated issue. A revised plan announced in early

However, many residents from Dunes West and Park West,

March received criticism from neighboring communities even

the neighborhoods most affected by Dunes West Boulevard

though it alleviated concerns by Phillips Community members.

widening, expressed concerns for safety, increased congestion
and traffic noise.

Last August, county planners presented two plans to the
public: Alternative 1 and Alternative 7A. Alternative 1 widened

“For me it’s the safety of the citizens, all the kids in these

Highway 41 to five lanes with two travel lanes in each

neighborhoods. That’s the whole thing with a planned

direction and a center turn lane. Alternative 7A widened

community, so families can get out, ride their bikes, walk [and]

Highway 41 to three lanes with one travel lane in each

stroll with their kids,” said Becki Bowman, a Park West

direction and a center turn lane and widened Dunes West

resident.

Boulevard to five lanes. Alternative 1 was chosen, but it

received pushback from Phillips Community residents which

Members of the Phillips Community expressed similar

led county planners to create the revised plan.

concerns when Alternative 1 was the proposed plan.

The revised $187 million plan would widen Highway 41 in the

“I see our kids going across a major road because they have

Phillips Community to three lanes, versus the previously

family on the other side of the road,” said Richard Habersham,

proposed five-lane expansion, known as Alternative 1, that

president of the Phillips Community Association.

received criticism for its impact on the historic settlement
Habersham, a fourth-generation resident of the Phillips

community. The revised plan would also expand Dunes West

Community, said the revised concept is a “good plan.”

Boulevard to four lanes and create a new connector road that
would go through Laurel Hill County Park – a plan that bears

“We didn’t create this traffic,” Habersham said. “Dunes West

similarities to Alternative 7A which was decided against last

and Park West, they have to share in some of this litigation.”

fall.
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Revised Highway 41 — continued

By widening Highway 41 in the Phillips Community to three
lanes, Habersham said it will be safer for those turning in and

out of the streets on Highway 41 because they have an
opportunity to rest in the middle lane. Habersham still expects
most traffic to continue going through Phillips Community
since Highway 41 is a straight shot to Highway 17, however, he
said congestion will be alleviated because Dunes West and
Park West residents will use the bypass to get to their homes.
Reidenbach said the revised plan allows commuters to have
the option to continue going straight on Highway 41 or take
the bypass depending on traffic at the moment.
Mount Pleasant Town Council members were not on board
with the plan. While many stated they want to minimize the
Highway 4 revised concept An overview of the lane expansion plans

impact on the Phillips Community, they have concerns with

for the Highway 41 project. PROVIDED/CHARLESTON COUNTY

the revised plan including impact on the neighborhoods, cost
and environmental concerns, specifically building a road
through a Laurel Hill County Park at the location of Native

“We did not anticipate that they’d announce a completely

American pottery relics.

new, never-before-seen alternative or introduce significant
Councilmember Kathy Landing, said she is the only

changes to an alternative that had already been dismissed,”

councilmember who travels the affected roads daily and

the letter stated.

expected adjustments to Alternative 1 rather than a proposal
The letter provided residents with action steps, including

of a completely new road.

contact information for state and local officials and sample
Derek Miranda, the president of the Dunes West POA,

questions to ask during those conversations.

declined to comment until he receives more information
about the plan. He said the board recently met with county

The Park West HOA board has not released a public statement.

planners, but have not received enough data to fully under-

A letter was sent to residents that shared what the board has

stand the impact of the revised plan on Dunes West residents.

done so far including a meeting with state Sen. Larry Grooms
and conversations with Highway 41 project planners. In

After the plan was announced on March 4, the Dunes West

addition, a survey is available for residents to express their

POA sent a letter to residents detailing concerns about the

concerns.

potential impacts of the new plan stating it would be
The decision to review the Highway 41 plan was prompted by

“detrimental to Dunes West.”
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Revised Highway 41 — continued

a record of nearly 3,000 public comments after Alternative 1

“I think that there’s still a lot of questions to be answered – it

was proposed. “It became a very passionate issue for a lot of

was good to see that they’re taking an approach and that

folks,” said Reidenbach.

they’re listening to the public feedback and being sensitive to
the culture and environmental resources in this area,”

Over a dozen organizations are on record as supporting the

Crowley said.

Phillips Community, including the Coastal Conservation
League, Historic Charleston Foundation, Center for Heirs’

Initially, the revised plan was set to go back to Charleston

Property Preservation and several others.

County Council on March 18 for discussion, only two weeks
after the initial presentation. However, the timeline has been

Jason Crowley, a senior program director with Coastal

extended to allow for meetings and public comments.

Conservation League, said the revised plan is a “huge im-

The finance committee is expected to hear recommendations

provement” compared to Alternative 1 when it comes to the

at the April 22 meeting and a vote is tentatively set for the

overall impact on Phillips Community. “It’s definitely a step in

April 27 county council meeting.

the right direction,” he said.
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Wild hogs, Asian longhorned beetles top list of SC’s most invasive species
By Shamira McCray smccray@postandcourier.com
Mar 15, 2021 Updated Mar 15, 2021

Wild hogs
Weighing around 200 pounds, wild hogs released by the
Spanish in the 1500s have become one of the most intrusive
breeds competing for resources in the Palmetto State today.
Charles Ruth, a big game program coordinator for the
S.C. Department of Natural Resources, said when Spanish
explorer Hernando de Soto roamed the Southeast, he brought
a few pigs over with him. Some of the hogs escaped and made
a home along the lower Savannah River floodplain.
That was nearly 500 years ago.
To this day, wild hogs are competing with native animals such
as deer and wild turkeys for food and basic habitat. DNR
estimates as many as 140,000 wild hogs roam South Carolina
and have been established in every county in the state.

Dr. David Coyle, a forest health and invasive species professor
at Clemson University, inspects a tree that was infested by
Asian longhorn beetles at Stono County Park. File/Brad

“They’re typically tied to creek areas or particularly these
major river floodplain systems that we have, rather than up
on high ground,” Ruth said.

Nettles/Staff / bnettles@postandcourier.com

Over the past 40 years, South Carolina has spent $40 million
to rid the state of invasive aquatic plants, such as hydrilla,
covering more than 206,000 acres.

From a food standpoint, wild hogs like to eat anything they
can get in their mouth and swallow. When they root in search

And those are just for foreign plants in the water.
Invasive species — both plant and animal — of all types cover
South Carolina soil, forests and waterways. Some of them are
fairly new to the Palmetto State. Others have been around for
hundreds of years.
They are all potentially problematic to varying degrees. That’s
because the introduction of invasive species is one of the top
reasons native plants and animals become endangered or
threatened. These so-called “invasives” often compete with,
prey on and displace native species.
Feral hogs like those seen here are are prolific breeders.
File/Clemson/Provided

Here are some of the state’s top concerns.
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Asian beetles — continued

of food, it damages the soil, which can lead to erosion and
water quality issues.
Hogs pose an issue for agriculture, too. Ruth said the species’
impact on the timber industry is a good example. After crews
cut timber, they go back and plant tiny pine trees in the area.
The hogs have been known to eat the newly planted
seedlings.
There are methods to control them but there are so many.
There is no closed hunting season for the animals in South
Carolina, but hunters must have a license. Night hunting is
allowed. People can also trap the hogs at any time without a
permit or license.
Dr. David Coyle, a forest health and invasive species professor at

Licensed deer hunters have taken about 30,000 hogs annually
in recent years, the DNR said.

Clemson University, holds a piece of a tree that was infested by Asian
longhorn beetles. The insects infested more than 30 trees at Stono
County Park. File/Brad Nettles/Staff /bnettles@postandcourier.com

The illegal transport of feral hogs has become a problem in
rural South Carolina, and a bill in the S.C. Legislature aims to
prevent people from doing so.

Asian longhorn beetle
Asian longhorned beetles have been on the radar in South
Carolina since June when they were first detected in the
Hollywood area of Charleston County.
The bugs are native to China and Korea and are known to
travel to new areas through shipping crates, wood-packing
materials and firewood. They burrow inside trees. Once they
are large enough, the beetles chew a tunnel out. The holes
left behind weaken the wood, which can cause the trees to
break and fall apart.
Close to 4,000 infested trees have been identified so far in
Charleston County. Officials with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture believe the infestation has likely been present in
the area for at least seven years.

Dr. David Coyle, a forest health and invasive species
professor at Clemson University, holds a male (right) and female
Asian longhorn beetle. The insects infested more than 30 trees at
Stono County Park. Brad Nettles/Staff /
bnettles@podtandcourier.com

The USDA and Clemson University are working to control the
situation through the removal of trees. Steve Cole, director of
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Asian beetles — continued

tree got to America. Dr. David Coyle, a forest health and
invasive species professor at Clemson University, said experts
primarily believe the plant was brought over by Benjamin
Franklin just before 1800. He wanted to use it to start a candle
industry.
“You can extract this tallow oil from the seeds and stuff,”
Coyle said. “And his thought was, you know, back in the day
when everyone used candles, he would make this candle
industry from the Chinese tallow and get wealthy and all that
type of thing.”
Tallow is one of the few plants in the fall that makes pretty
red foliage, Coyle said. Some beekeepers still value the plant
because the pollinators like them. But tallow is so aggressive
that it can completely take over and turn marsh areas to scrub
lands.

A Davey Tree Expert Co. employee cuts up an
infected tree Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2021.
Asian longhorn beetles infested more than 30 trees at
Stono County Park. Brad Nettles/Staff /
bnettles@podtandcourier.com

USDA considers releasing moths, beetles to control invasive
Chinese tallow tree

regulatory and public service programs at Clemson, said
taking down infested trees is the only way to really control the
pests.

Coyle said there is no real value to the plants as they can’t be
used for lumber or anything like that. But they essentially take
over and push out native plants.

There have been more than 400 tree removals in Charleston
County, including in the Stono Ferry neighborhood and

The USDA has proposed issuing permits to release Asian
beetles (Bikasha collaris) and moths into environments
affected by tallow to help control the situation. The USDA’s
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Agency said other
management options like chemicals and physical and
mechanical control only provide temporary solutions.

recently the Stono River County Park in Johns Island.

It could take years to fully control the situation.

Chinese tallow tree
Tallow is one of the most aggressive and widespread invasive
weeds in the Southeastern United States. It has been reported
primarily in 10 states, including along the South Carolina coast
and in North Carolina and Georgia.

The USDA doesn’t expect the suggested insects to have
significant environmental impacts.

Callery pear tree

The USDA describes tallow as a weed with dark green bark
and hairless leaves that could grow as a large shrub or a tree
reaching up to 60 feet tall.

This tree is native to China and produces some of the first
white flowers of the year. These aggressive plants include
stems and branches with thorns that can reach up to 3 inches
long. They can spread by seed or through roots and quickly

There are different opinions about how the Chinese tallow
18

Asian beetles — continued

take over a roadside, old field, pasture or vacant lot, according
to Clemson. The ecological implications of the callery pear
invasion are still unknown.

Cogongrass
Cogongrass is one of the most concerning weeds in the
Palmetto State. It is scattered in about a dozen counties in the
state but found mostly in the Lowcountry. The S.C. Forestry
Commission said the plant is native to Southeast Asia and is
particularly a forest pest.

Lauren wilt
This fungus is spread by the redbay ambrosia beetle. Coyle
said it affects any species in the plant family Lauraceae, which
includes bay trees, sassafras and avocado. Infection is
generally lethal to the tree. It is estimated that 300 million to
500 million trees have been killed in the Southeast.

The plant increases fuel loads, so forest fires or prescribed
burns in infested stands can get hotter than the trees can
take, the commission said. When the trees die, increased light
allows the plant to explode and convert a forest to grassland.

Emerald ash borer

Coyle said nothing eats the weed and it is costly to eradicate.
The USDA said the emerald ash borer is responsible for the
destruction of tens of millions of ash trees in the United
States. The small beetle is found in several Upstate counties.
It is widely considered the most impactful forest invasive
species of this generation, Coyle said.

Water hyacinth
Chris Page, the manager of DNR’s aquatic nuisance species
program, said water hyacinths have been one of the biggest
problems in the state lately as far as aquatic invasive species
are concerned.
The floating plant grows more in lakes, but they can get into
rivers and streams, too.
“It doubles its biomass every two weeks in the summertime,
roughly,” Page said. “So you can image big masses floating
around.”
Page said the water hyacinth is a beautiful plant, but it can be
very problematic for all sorts of things.
The plant’s growth in the state’s coastal counties have
blocked water access and use in places including the Goose
Creek and Black River reservoirs and the Ashepoo, Cooper and
Pee Dee rivers.

The deep freeze has silver linings for natural world .
Tracks from Emerald Ash Borers are left in a tree. File/AP
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Surf fishing off SC coast heats up as water temperatures rise
By Tommy Braswell Special to The Post and Courier
Mar 28, 2021

Just as sure as there’s pollen in the air, anxious anglers are

dipping their toes into the water at area beaches in hopes of
landing the big one. Water temperatures are climbing with
the arrival of spring, and those warmer waters bring with
them bait fish and the larger fish that feed on them.
The South Carolina Lowcountry has plenty of welldocumented and productive surf fishing spots — Bull’s Island,
Capers Island, Dewees Island, Morris Island and Deveaux Bank
— but you also need to be a boat owner or have a really good
friend who owns a boat to gain access.
But there also plenty of places to wiggle your toes in the sand

and make a cast into productive waters.
Look for areas where there aren’t swimmers when surf fishing.

The rocks near Fort Moultrie on Sullivan’s Island and Breach

Tommy Braswell/Special to The Post and Courier

Inlet between Sullivan’s Island and Isle of Palms are popular
shore destinations. The north end of Folly Beach looking

To target big bull redfish, you will want to use some variation

toward Morris Island Lighthouse is another popular spot, or

of the fish-finder rig with appropriate-sized circle hooks.

you can work your way south of the sunbathers at Folly

The typical fish-finder rig has s sinker on the main line, a

Beach County Park. Frampton Inlet near Edisto Beach is

swivel and a longer leader going to the hook. The S.C. Depart-

another productive shore fishing location. The one thing you

ment of Natural Resources suggests a variation on the fish-

should remember if you head to any of these areas is to stay

finder rig that uses a fixed weight. Tie a three-way swivel on

away from the folks who are splashing around in the water.

your main line, attach the weight to the bottom section of the

Almost any rod and reel will enable you to catch fish from the

swivel and tie a short leader, six inches or so, on the third part

shore, from the massive 10- to 12-foot surf rods to shorter

of the swivel. Fresh mullet, either larger fish cut into chunks or

6- to 8-foot rod and reel combos spooled with an adequate

smaller finger mullet work well.

amount of line. You don’t need to make a cast from one side

If you’re chasing smaller fish, use a double-hook bottom rig.

of the harbor to the other; there are plenty of species foraging

Use smaller hooks and a pyramid sinker just heavy enough to

in knee-deep water, including some trophy redfish.

hold the rig in place. Fresh shrimp is much better than frozen.

Whiting, croakers, bluefish and pompano also are possibilities.

You can’t always count on beginner’s luck, so the more time

Whatever your target, know the size and catch limits

you spend studying the water the better your chances of

(eregulations.com/southcarolina/huntingandfishing)

and

catching fish. Go to your favorite fishing spot at low tide and

make sure you have a valid S.C. Recreational Saltwater Fishing

study the terrain, then return at high tide to see what is

License.
20

Surf fishing — continued

happening with the water. The gullies and ditches you spot at

bait. A small tackle box is sufficient to carry leader material,

low tide are the underwater highways for fish so that’s where

sinkers, hooks and swivels. A wagon with wheels designed to

you want to cast your bait.

roll across the soft sand will allow you to bring more equipment, including a cooler in which to store beverages and keep

Some useful items you may want to bring along on your surf

your catch.

fishing outing include a PVC sand spike to hold your rod or
rods; a beach chair; and a carpenter’s apron to hold tackle and
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Charleston County

Fire damages building at Whirlin' Waters park in North Charleston
by Drew Tripp
Thursday, March 18th 2021

Julazadeh said at 4:45 p.m. Thursday crews have since
extinguished the fire. No injuries have been reported.

NORTH CHARLESTON, SC (WCIV) — North Charleston
Fire Department crews battled a structure fire at
Wannamaker County Park late Thursday afternoon, after
a witness reported a large plume of dark smoke coming
from the park.

Officials are in the process of investigating the cause and
origin of the fire, Julazadeh said.
Additional information was not immediately available.

According to Deputy Chief Stephanie Julazadeh, NCFD
firefighters arrived around 4 p.m. to find a building in
the Whirlin' Waters Adventure Park fully on fire.
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Chick-fil-A opens applications for $5 million in nonprofit grants
Staff Report
Mar 5, 2021 Updated Mar 10, 2021

Applications are open for the 2022 Chick-fil-A True Inspiration

education for diverse audiences with an emphasis on

Awards grant program. For the second year in a row,

under-represented histories.

Chick-fil-A, Inc. will award $5 million in grants to 34 deserving

The SK8 Forward Project introduces skateboarding to those

nonprofits that are Black-led or impacting communities of

who may not have the opportunity to experience it, offering

color in the areas of education, homelessness and hunger.

free admission, instruction, safety awareness and use of
equipment while at the SK8 Charleston skate park.

The 2022 True Inspiration Awards grants range from $50,000
to $350,000 and organizations have until May 31 to apply.

“There are incredible nonprofit organizations across the U.S.

The Charleston County Parks Foundation, a nonprofit

and Canada working to address key issues that disproportion-

organization formed in 1990 by the Charleston County Park

ately affect communities of color in the areas of education,

and Recreation Commission, was a recipient of one of the

homelessness and hunger,” said Rodney Bullard, vice

2021 True Inspiration Awards from Chick-fil-A.

president of corporate social responsibility for Chick-fil-A, Inc.

The foundation, which aims to help all local residents

“Through our annual True Inspiration Awards, we are

experience Charleston County Parks’ facilities and programs,

honored to help these organizations, based in the communi-

received a $125,000 grant to help fund their mission.

ties we serve, extend their impact, helping to pave the way
for greater opportunity and equity,” Bullard said.

Matt Rosebrock, CCPRC business development manager said
when receiving the award, “We look forward to increasing

Last year’s 34 True Inspiration Awards recipients spanned

the number of children and families we support, by continu-

two countries, 18 states and 29 cities, and positively

ing to remove barriers throughout underserved areas of

impacted more than 230,000 individuals annually through

Charleston County through the four foundation projects.”

their work.

The award went toward: The Genesis Project, the Pass It

Eligible nonprofits can apply for the grants on the Chick-fil-A

Forward Project, the McLeod Plantation Historic Site Project

website or can be nominated by a local Chick-fil-A restaurant

and the SK8 Forward Project.

Operator. In September, “Chick-fil-A One” members will have
the opportunity to vote for nominated organizations located

The Genesis Project focuses on drowning prevention through

in their geographic region through the Chick-fil-A App. Last

aquatic

year, nearly one million people voted through the app to

programs

in

the

Johns

Island,

Awendaw/

McClellanville and Ravenel/Hollywood areas.

select the 2021 True Inspiration Awards recipients.

The Pass It Forward Project provides opportunities and

Since 2015, 171 organizations in 33 states, Washington, D.C.

scholarships for all members of the community to enjoy parks

and Canada, have been awarded grants totaling $12 million.

and programs.

Learn more about the True Inspiration Awards application
process here .

The McLeod Plantation Historic Site Project supports cultural

and historical research, preservation, interpretation and
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Charleston County Parks and Charleston County Public Library offer Gold Pass
Check Out Program
March 20, 2021

Charleston County Parks and the Charleston County Public

“Adding Gold Passes to our collection will ensure everyone in

Library announced a new partnership which will allow library

Charleston County has the opportunity to get outside and

patrons to check out a parks’ Gold Pass.

enjoy all the fun our county parks have to offer,” said CCPL’s
Associate Director of

A Gold Pass can be checked out at any CCPL branch on an

Community

Engagement

Devon

Andrews.

adult library card in good standing.
Each pass may be placed on hold and will have a circulation
While the pass is checked out, the cardholder may use it for

period of one week. The pass will be renewable up to two

free admission into several county parks including James Is-

times if no waiting list exists.

land County Park, the Caw Caw Interpretive Center, Folly
The passes will have a late fee of 20-cents per day and $20 will

Beach County Park and many more.

be charged to the patron if the card is lost. Gold Passes
Each open library location, including the Mobile Library, will

checked out from library branches do not include admission

receive 5 gold passes available for public use. The Gold Passes

to the Holiday Festival of Lights.

used for this program have been underwritten by the CharlesThose interested in purchasing an annual Gold Pass can do so

ton County Parks Foundation.

in-person at a park office, online at CharlestonCounty“We’re so excited to offer this program to Charleston County

Parks.com or over the phone at 843-795-4386.

residents,” CCPRC Executive Director David Bennett said. “You
can do so much in our parks, including reading a book, and

For more information on the Charleston County Parks Founda-

we’re hoping that this program will make that easier to do. It

tion,

also aligns perfectly with the mission of our Foundation to

www.CharlestonCountyParksFoundation.org .

help all residents experience Charleston County Parks and
programs.”

“At the Charleston County Public Library, one of our goals is to
provide equitable access to community resources,” said CCPL
Executive Director Angela Craig.
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call

843-762-2172

or

visit

CCPL Parks Passes
By Joshua Diaz
Tuesday, March 23rd 2021

Check out an adventure at the Charleston County Public

Libraries! You can now borrow a Charleston County Parks
pass or a South Carolina State Parks Pass!
For more information, click here.

CHARLESTON COUNTY NEWS

New program gives Charleston County library members free access to county parks
by: Chase Laudenslager
Posted: Mar 15, 2021 / 03:07 PM EDT / Updated: Mar 15, 2021 / 03:07 PM EDT
CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCBD) – The Charleston County Public

The Gold Pass gives free

Library (CCPL) on Monday announced a new program that

access to local parks like

gives members access to Charleston County parks, free of

the James Island County

charge.

Park,

Caw

Interpretive

Caw
Center,

Through a partnership with the Charleston County Parks and

Folly Bach County Park,

Recreation Commission, adult cardholders in good standing

and more.

can check out a Gold Pass from any CCPL branch.
Passes can be kept for up to one week, and if no waiting list
exists, renewed for up to three weeks. If the pass is lost, the
cardholder will have to pay a $20.00 fee.
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Cheers! Toast Under the Oaks returns
Staff report

March 24, 2021

Two April Toast! Under the Oaks events at Johns Island
County Park

Located amidst the park’s sweeping oak trees and grassy
meadow, guests can enjoy wine, beer and live music from
5:30 – 7:30 p.m. Beer and wine is included with admission; a
food truck will also be on site for each event with food
available for a separate fee.
On April 1, live music will be provided by Davidson Fong, with
the Oh Yah BBQ food truck there. On April 15, Aisha Kenyetta
Duo will perform and The Lost Boys food truck will be on site.
Admission to each Toast! Under the Oaks event is $15 and
tickets must be purchased in advance. Tickets are limited to
encourage social distancing. Registration is available for ages

The Charleston County Parks and Recreation Commission is hosting two Toast!

21 and up. Visit CharlestonCountyParks.com or call 843-795-

Under the Oaks events at Johns Island County Park on April 1 and April 15.

4386.
Anyone

consuming

alcohol

must

show

valid

ID.

Safety will be the top priority at this event and masks will be

Dogs are welcome as long as they remain leashed at all times.

required unless eating, drinking or engaging in physical

Tables and chairs will not be provided; guests are encouraged

activity.

to bring their own chairs or blankets.

Restrooms and hand sanitizer stations will be available at the

Johns Island County Park is located at 2662 Mullet Hall Road,

event. Charleston County Parks requires guests to wear masks

just off River Road. The park is owned and operated by the

when interacting with staff, and staff will also wear masks and

Charleston County Parks and Recreation Commission and

other personal protective equipment.

features miles of scenic trails for pedestrian and equestrian
use.

This is a family friendly event meant to be enjoyed while
social distancing, so guests are encouraged to be mindful and
courteous of neighbors.
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Live music returns to the Mount Pleasant Pier with Cheers on the Pier
March 24, 2021

Charleston County Parks has announced the return of its

The Mount Pleasant Pier is located at the foot of the Ravenel

Cheers on the Pier series.

Bridge and is adjacent to the Mount Pleasant Memorial Wa-

terfront Park. It stretches 1,250 feet into Charleston Harbor.
Cheers on the Pier is a great way to enjoy live music outdoors
while taking in the sights, smells and even tastes of the Mount

For details on Cheers at the Pier or the Mount Pleasant Pier,

Pleasant Pier.

call 843- 795-4386 or visit www.CharlestonCountyParks.com

On select Thursday evenings, people are invited to gather on
the lawn outside the Riverwatch Café at the base of the pier
for free live music. You might even catch a signature Lowcountry sunset.
The Riverwatch Café offers made-to-order sandwiches, ice
cream, fruit smoothies, alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages

and more. It is open year-round and seating is available outside.
The events run from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. and are free of charge.
Chairs and blankets are encouraged. Outside alcohol and coolers are prohibited.
Dates and Performers:


March 25: Dallas Baker



April 8: Chris Boone



April 22: Jamie Coan
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CHARLESTON COUNTY NEWS

Toast Under the Oaks returning to Johns Island this spring
by: Chase Laudenslager
Posted: Mar 4, 2021 / 05:15 PM EST / Updated: Mar 4, 2021 / 05:15 PM EST
JOHNS ISLAND, S.C. (WCBD) – Wine Under the Oaks is

Charleston County Parks says that COVID-19 safety protocols

returning to the Johns Island County Park beginning in April.

will be implemented. Masks are required “unless eating,
drinking, or engaging in physical activity,” hand sanitizer

The first event is being held on April 1 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30

stations will be available, and there will be room for social

p.m. There will be food by Oh Yah BBQ food truck, drinks, and

distancing.

live music by Davidson Fong.
There will be no chairs or seating areas provided, so guests
On April 15, The Lost Boys food truck will be the featured

can bring their own chairs/blankets and spread out. Leashed

vendor and Aisha Kenyetta Duo will perform.

dogs are welcome.

Admission is $15 and covers the cost of beer and wine for

Organizers say that “guests are encouraged to be mindful and

those over 21. Registration is required in advance to ensure

courteous of neighbors.”

social distancing is possible.

Click here to register or call (843) 795-4386.
LIVING LOCAL

Charleston County Parks: The Challenge Course
Posted: Mar 11, 2021

For more information, visit CCPRC.com.
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Wine Down Wednesday series returns to West Ashley
by Matt Dillane
Wednesday, March 31st 2021
CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCIV) — Those

Admission is $15 per person and tickets must be purchased in

looking to enjoy some lovely spring

advance.

weather and a glass of wine can do

The first event was on March 17. Future dates include:

so in West Ashley!



The Charleston County Park &
Recreation

Commission

March 31: Music by Lauren Hall and food from the Swig
and Swine food truck

has


brought back the Wine Down
Wednesday series at Old Towne

April 14: Music by Ed ‘Porkchop’ Meyer and food from
Foxes Fried food truck

Creek County Park.



"Wine Down Wednesday is a family friendly event where

April 28: Music by Jamison Alley and food from Victor’s
Lab food truck

guests can enjoy live music while exploring this unique county
park off Old Towne Road in West Ashley. Admission fees also

Social distancing will be in place for those attending and masks

cover wine and a commemorative wine glass. At each event,

will be required, except while eating, drinking or engaging in

food truck fare will be on site with items available for

physical activity.

purchase," a press release said.

For more details, and to purchase tickets, click here.
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Charleston area family-friendly events for the week of March 18-24
By Ashley McGee Mar 18, 2021 Updated Mar 29, 2021

Celebrate the first official weekend of Spring at one of these

County Park from 9a .m. to noon. Courageous souls can walk on

family-friendly events:

air, swing from the rafters, fly high, and pretty much everything
your parents ever told you NOT to do! Traverse across two to

Friday, March 19

four of our team high element challenges with your friends or

family, and travel down our tandem zip-line. The high ropes

Spend the afternoon at Isle of Palms County Park for

experience is for ages 10 and up. Registration is $30. ccprc.com/

Scanning the Sand. This program is dedicated to observing and

calendar

recording the life found on, in, and around barrier islands.
Molluscs, birds, worms, and many more make these shifting,

Wednesday, March 24

sandy systems come alive. ccprc.com/calendar
Trek through many distinct habitats during the Early Morning
The sun may be going down, but many animals are just waking

Bird Walks at Caw Caw Interpretive Center from 8:30-10:30

up. Join a naturalist for Friday Night Hikes at Caw Caw

a.m. Along the way, view and discuss a variety of birds, butter-

Interpretive Center from 7-9 p.m. to learn about owls, moths,

flies, and other organisms. Bird walks are open to participants

and other park inhabitants that thrive in the night. ccprc.com/

of all ages, but a paid chaperone is required for participants

calendar

ages 15 and under. Admission is $9 or free for Charleston
County County Parks Gold Pass members. Caw Caw Interpretive

Saturday, March 20

Center is located at 5200 Savannah Highway in Ravenel. To
register, visit ccprc.com.

Test your mettle at the High Ropes Experience at James Island

Weekly Roundup March 25-31 Socially-distanced Family-Friendly Weekend Events
By Ashley McGee Mar 25, 2021 Updated Mar 26, 2021

Spring is in the air! And so is pollen. But don’t let that stop you

of adventure will be tested in ways you never thought about!

from getting out and enjoying all the Lowcountry has to offer.

We’ll be balancing, climbing, leaping, and swinging away your

Check out our picks for this week’s family-friendly events:

Saturday with friends or family. Challenge Course Adventures

are for ages 10 and up. Registration is $15. ccprc.com/calendar
Friday, March 26
Wednesday, March 31
The sun may be going down, but many animals are just waking
up. Join a naturalist for Friday Night Hikes at Caw Caw

Trek through many distinct habitats during the Early Morning

Interpretive Center from 7-9 p.m. to learn about owls, moths,

Bird Walks at Caw Caw Interpretive Center from 8:30-10:30

and other park inhabitants that thrive in the night. ccprc.com/

a.m. Along the way, view and discuss a variety of birds,

calendar

butterflies, and other organisms. Bird walks are open to
participants of all ages, but a paid chaperone is required for

Friday, March 26

participants ages 15 and under. Admission is $9 or free for
Charleston County County Parks Gold Pass members. Caw Caw

Step out of your comfort zone with Challenge Course

Interpretive Center is located at 5200 Savannah Highway in

Adventures at James Island County Park. With names like

Ravenel. To register, visit ccprc.com.

‘Catwalk’ or the ‘Leap of Faith’ you can be sure that your sense
30
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Birthday parties that won’t break the bank
By Theresa Stratford
Mar 1, 2021 Updated Mar 2, 2021
house, a friend’s house or grab a picnic table at a public park.

Birthday Party

The Charleston County Parks has many spaces such as the
These days, all birthday parties are pretty small due to social

James Island County Park, Palmetto Islands or

distancing, but how else can you keep your child’s birthday

Wannamaker that are excellent options. The picnic tables

party on a budget?

are free, but you’ll have reserve a shelter. Either way, there is
Send

plenty of entertainment for kids at the playgrounds and on the

email

trails.

invitations.
Check

out

evite

and

Skip the party favors! If you feel like you should see the kids
off at the end of the party with something, give them one

punchbowl

thing, like a small container of bubbles or baggie of homemade

for the cutest

cookies.

ideas on FREE

Ideas for an Inexpensive Party Themes:

invitations.

Nerf Birthday Party
Choose snacks over a meal. We don’t have to go into too much

Ask kids to bring their own nerf guns for a backyard battle like

detail here. That is pretty self-explanatory, but in order to do

no other! Create barriers with cardboard boxes for the kids to

this you’ll need to plan the time wisely. Go for 10 or 10:30 a.m.

hide behind and inside. All you’ll need are extra nerf darts.

or at 2 p.m. You’ll skip the big meal time, which equals less

Wonder Works Toys in Mount Pleasant carries Nerf so check

cost and less work. But you should still offer something to

them out for battle supplies.

munch on.

Baking Cupcakes

If you choose a morning party, check out the pastries at Wild

This idea does a few things. First, it is super cute. Second, it

Flour Pastry in West Ashley or Bakies at I’On. If partying in the

allows the kids to make the birthday cake and they can make

afternoon is your thing, you can always find healthy small bites

extra cupcakes for that take-home party favor you were wor-

at Earth Fare or Whole Foods, and it won’t bust your budget.

ried about. Order some aprons for the kids to wear here. You’ll

Check out the Dollar Tree for decorations and supplies.

have to make sure you have plenty of supplies for everyone

They’ve got a good selection and they’re definitely

(cupcake liners, the cupcake pans, plenty of batter, piping

inexpensive!

bags, icing and toppings). Gather some small boxes for the kids
to decorate while they wait on their cupcakes to finish cooking

Make the cake! Pinterest is a great resource or check out the

so they can bring home a cupcake or two.

Coolest Birthday Cakes for some ideas and tips on how to pull

Lastly, email that thank you note! In the age of technology,

this off!

there is no shortage of ways to thank your friends virtually and

Location, location, location! Have the party either at your

for FREE!
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26 things to do in the Lowcountry
Staff Mar 19, 2021 Updated Mar 19, 2021

The Lowcountry is home to plenty of historical sites and

FAMILY

activities for people from kids to seniors. In these trying



times, it’s important to stay active and safe. In the

Eat the Best Meals in America

Lowcountry, most events allow you to do just that and even

Charleston is a gourmand’s paradise. We could make 30 of

relax while doing so. Here are 26 activities in the Lowcountry

these lists and not exhaust all the spectacular food choices in

that will give you anything from a history lesson to a city tour,

this gastronomic heaven. The Lowcountry is known for being a

maybe even both!

foodie favorite, and the Town of Mount Pleasant is no
exception. Some of the best seafood on the globe can be

SENIORS


found east of the Ravenel Bridge. Much of what is found on
menus is caught fresh daily from the Charleston Harbor, the

Spend All Day at Middleton Place

Cooper River and Shem Creek.

If you visit one plantation in Charleston, this national historic

ADULTS

landmark dating back to Colonial times is it. With its gorgeous
terraced gardens, spectacular architecture, and sweeping



views of the Ashley River, Middleton Place harkens to the best

Create your own outdoor adventure

and worst of this nation’s past, built on the backs of enslaved

Explore Mount Pleasant from land or by sea. Walk through

Africans and preserved for posterity. Visit the house museum,

gorgeous trails on differing landscapes. Get a stunning view of

stay at the inn or just walk the grounds and commune with

the entire Mount Pleasant coast by walking the pedestrian

nature and the souls who gave us all this beauty.

path on the Ravenel Bridge that connects the Town of Mount
Pleasant to the City of Charleston. Stroll through Laurel Hill

Address: 4300 Ashley River Road Charleston

County Park to find a couple of woodland trails. To get close

Website: Middletonplace.orgHours: open daily 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

to the coast, choose Palmetto Islands County Park or Marsh

ADULTS


View trail. To test your sea legs, you can mosey down the

Spend a rainy day at the SC Historical Society

boardwalk at Shem Creek Park to reserve your own stand-up
paddleboard or a kayak to paddle the local waterways. Keep

Housed in a National Historic Landmark building, the South

an eye out for friendly wildlife such as dolphins, pelicans,

Carolina Historical Society tells the stories of the Palmetto

seagulls, fiddler crabs and more.

State’s complex history of liberty and slavery, beauty and
degradation, honor and disgrace. The Historical Society has

ADULTS

been archiving historical information and displaying it for



public review, like the thousands of condolence letters sent to

Enjoy a Sunset Blues Cruise

the historic Emanuel AME Church following the massacre of

It’s a delicious barbecue buffet and the musical stylings of

nine worshipers in 2015. In a city beholden to, and obsessed

Shrimp City Slim aboard the Charleston Princess as it cruises

with, its history, this place is a treasure.

the harbor for sunset views of iconic Charleston landmarks

Address: 100 Meeting St., Charleston

like Fort Sumter, the U.S.S. Yorktown, the resplendent

Website: SChistory.org

Ravenel Bridge lit up for the evening and downtown sites like

Hours: Tuesday – Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

St. Michael’s Church and the stately homes along the river.
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26 things to do — continued
Address: 10 Wharfside St,. Charleston

SENIORS

Website: CharlestonHarborTours.com



Hours: Tour times vary

In his autobiography, The Death of Santini, renowned author

ADULTS


Pat Conroy’s Beaufort Tour by Golf Cart

Pat Conroy says, “I’ve come home to the place I was always

A golfer’s paradise

writing about…. I’ve tried to make Beaufort, South Carolina,

Take a swing at 6 of Mount Pleasant’s stunning golf courses.

my own.” See Beaufort through the late author’s eyes and visit

Make tee time while surrounded by the Charleston Harbor,

the sites that breathed life into The Great Santini, The Prince

palm trees, and multi-tiered greens. Whether you are a novice

of Tides, Beach Music, The Water is Wide and his other clas-

or a professional, every golfer cannot miss playing a few

sics. Visit the homes in which he wrote, his grave site and the

rounds at these coastal courses:

high school he attended and later taught.
Address: 1006 Bay St., Beaufort

Patriots Point Links

Website: BeaufortToursLLC.com

Website: patriotspointlinks.com

Hours: Daily, 2 p.m.

Phone: 843-881-0042

FAMILY

Rivertowne Country Club



Website: rivertownecountryclub.com

Head over to Isle of Palms to rent a jet ski, take a high-speed

Phone: 843-849-2400

eco adventure or learn to parasail. Jet out to a barrier island,

Tidal Wave Watersports

fly over the Atlantic Ocean or hang onto a speeding motorboat
Charleston National Golf

aboard a pair of water skis, tube or wakeboard. Feel the spray

Website: charlestonnationalgolf.com

of saltwater cooling off a hot summer day. You might even see
a dolphin playfully lolling beside you!

Phone: 843-884-4653
Address: 69 41st Ave., Isle of Palms
Bulls Bay Golf Club

Website: TidalWaveWaterSports.com

Website: bullsbaygolf.com

Hours: Every day during the spring, summer and fall 7 a.m. to
8 p.m

Phone: 843-881-2223

ADULTS

Snee Farm Country Club



Website: sneefarmcc.com

One of the many great historic houses in Charleston, this one

Phone: 843-884-8571

managed by The Middleton Place Foundation. Built in 1825 in

The Edmonston-Alston House

the Federalist style and renovated in Greek Revival 12 years

Dunes West Golf Club

later, the house commands a view of the harbor and offers a
peak into 19th century wealth built on the back of slave labor.

Website: duneswestgolfclub.com

Take a tour and learn about the stunning architecture with

Phone: 843-856-9000
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Corinthian columns and cast-iron balconies, and the furniture,

ADULTS

and belongings of the families that lived in the house.



Address: 21 East Battery, Charleston

Beautiful gardens surrounding a blackwater swamp traversed

Website: EdmonstonAlston.org

by rented flat-bottom boats. The sites might look familiar, as

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

they have served as backdrops for movies like The Patriot,

ADULTS


Cypress Gardens

Cold Mountain and The Notebook. Stroll the path around the

Visit Drayton Hall

rice field, rose garden and hundreds of flower plantings.
Commune with the flying things in the Butterfly House,

There are many great estates in the Charleston area restored

admire the reptiles and amphibians in the Swamparium, and

back to their original grandeur. Only Drayton Hall, an 18th

chat with the parrots and cockatoos in the aviary.

century plantation and house and National Historic Landmark
west of the Ashley River, has been preserved in its natural

Address: 3030 Cypress Gardens Road, Moncks Corner

condition. This icon of Palladian architecture was the only

Website: CypressGardens.berkeleycountysc.gov

estate west of the Ashley to survive the Revolutionary and

Hours: Daily 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Civil Wars intact. Learn about its preservation, its residents

FAMILY

and landscapes.



Address: 3380 Ashley River Road, Charleston

Shop on King Street

Website: DraytonHall.org

King Street is a homage to the traditional downtown walking

Hours: Wednesday–Sunday; 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. (gates close at

streets with retail on the first floor and residents living above

2:30 p.m.)

in architecturally significant edifices. Bring your credit card or
merely window shop at unique Charleston stores like

FAMILY


M. Dumas & Sons, Berlin’s and Jordan Lash clothiers,
Croghan’s Jewel Box, a raft of renowned antique stores and

Take a Gullah Walking Tour

much, much more.

Gullah was the language of the African slaves who helped
build Charleston and create the wealth and beauty we now

The Town of Mount Pleasant offers unique shopping options.

enjoy. The slaves brought their West African customs and

From finding local produce at the Farmers Market to local

traditions with them, many of which are woven into the

retailers selling exclusive coastal products, residents and

culture of the South. Master storyteller Franklin Williams

visitors will find themselves on shopping sprees like nowhere

leads groups around the city to explore the experience of

else.

African-American life in the 18th and 19th centuries and

Website: charlestonsfinest.com/sc/exclusking.htm

discover the un-recognized gems hidden in plain sight.

FAMILY

Address: 375 Meeting St., Charleston



Website: FranklyCharleston.com
Hours: Tour times vary

Nature Adventures

With four saltwater tours and five blackwater tours to choose
34
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from, rent a kayak or stand-up paddleboard (SUP) or take a

Address: 280 Meeting St., Charleston

guided kayak tour of two-to-six hours long to explore one of

Website: Theatre99.com

the area’s hundreds of waterways. Commune with the

Hours: Wednesdays and Saturdays 8 p.m.

creatures that call the rivers and creeks home, including

FAMILY

alligators, beavers, and dolphins, while learning the area’s



ecological history from a marine biologist, pro birder or master

Special Events

naturalist.

Throughout the year, the Town of Mount Pleasant hosts

Address: 1 Shrimp Boat Lane, Mount Pleasant

special events for residents and visitors to enjoy. These annual

Website: KayakCharlestonsc.com/

events for 2021 include:

Hours: Tour times vary and require reservations

Mount Pleasant Farmers Market – Tuesdays from April 6 –
Sept. 28

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS


34th Annual Blessing of the Fleet & Seafood Festival – April 25

Take an Art Walk

Sweetgrass Half Marathon – May 22

The galleries of downtown Charleston organize a series of Art

11th Annual Party in the Park – Tuesdays in June

Walks, but you can do your own by visiting some of the dozens
of galleries on the Lower Peninsula. Make sure to hit Robert

17th Annual Sweetgrass Festival – July 24

Lange Studios at 2 Queen St., rlsart.com for a variety of innovative

visual

creations;

Mary

Martin

Gallery

12th Annual Waterfront Music and Movies – Fridays in August

Mary-

MartinArt.com at 103 Broad St. for the interesting sculpture

Cooper River Bridge Run – Sept. 25

and functional art; the City Gallery at Waterfront Park,
34 Prioleau St. for its special exhibits; and Ella Richardson Fine

34th Annual Children’s Day Festival – Oct. 17

Art, ellarichardson.com 58 Broad St. for its beautiful paintings,

11th Annual Elfstravaganza – Nov. 13

jewelry and photography from around the world. And keep
your eyes peeled for art around Mount Pleasant. Public

23rd Annual Holiday Market and Craft Show – Dec. 11

spaces, traffic boxes, sculptures and more areas have been

26th Annual Christmas Light Parade – Dec. 12

decorated and painted by local artists.

Website: gosouthcharleston.com/things-to-do/events/mount-

FAMILY

pleasant-events.html



FAMILY

The Have Nots!

Charleston’s acclaimed improv comic troupe has been making



folks laugh at Theatre 99 for 20 years. Prepare to laugh so hard

Bull Island

Barrier islands like Bull Island are buffeted by wind and

you cry on a Wednesday or Saturday night improv smackdown

saltwater, bleaching the trees and other flora into ghosts. The

as the rubber-faced comedy trio takes audience suggestions

interior of the island, part of the Cape Romain National

and turns them into titters, chortles, chuckles, howls, and

Wildlife Refuge 30 minutes north of the city, teems with life.

guffaws.

Take a naturalist-led ferry ride to the island and enjoy a day on
35
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an unusual beach and a relaxing hike to see alligators, shore-

made Sweetgrass baskets.

birds and other creatures.

Address: Downtown Charleston

Address: Garris Landing, 498 Bulls Island Road, Awendaw

Website: TheCharlestonCityMarket.com

Website: CoastalExpeditions.com/bulls-island

Times: Daily 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Times: Departure schedule varies by season.

FAMILY

FAMILY




Charleston County Parks

Visit the Edge of America

Locals revere Folly Beach, the funky beach hangout 15 minutes

Grab the family and visit one of the many parks that

south of Charleston, for its counterculture vibe. Pop into the

Charleston County has to offer. From waterparks to dog parks

surf shops and bars or head up a few blocks to the Washout

and picnics to birthday parties, choose the park that is suitable

for the best surfing in the Charleston area. No shoes, no shirt,

for any member of the family at any time of the year.

no problem! For a mellower beach experience tailor-made for
families, visit Sullivan’s Island or Isle of Palms north of

Website: ccprc.com

Charleston.

SENIORS

Website:



beaches

Beaufort City Tour

Hop on a bus for a narrated tour of South Carolina’s second-

ADULTS

oldest city, charming Beaufort. Learn about the fascinating 300



-year history dominated in turns by the Spanish, French and

https://www.charlestoncvb.com/beaches/our-

Magnolia Plantation and Gardens

English. Enjoy the waterfront views and see where films like

Voted one of America’s most beautiful gardens, Magnolia

Forrest Gump, The Great Santini, The Prince of Tides and The

Plantation shimmers with natural and manmade beauty. The

Big Chill were filmed. Discover how slavery built wealth for

oldest public gardens in the nation, these romantic-style

white landowners whose magnificent homes remain on dis-

designs take visitors out of their reality into the warm embrace

play.

of nature. Take a nature boat tour of the flooded rice field
built by African slaves knowledgeable in rice culture.

Address: Gray Line Beaufort, 209 Charles St.; Beaufort
Marina,1006 Bay St.

Address: 3550 Ashley River Road, Charleston

Website: BeaufortGrayline.com/beaufort-city-tour

Website: MagnoliaPlantation.com

Times: Daily 10 a.m., 12:30 p.m. and 3 p.m.

Times: Daily 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

FAMILY

ADULTS





Historic Charleston City Market

Visit Local Breweries

Spend the day experiencing all the Market has to offer.

Quench your thirst while eating our local delicacies. Mount

Whether you’re roaming inside or hopping from store to store

Pleasant is home to several local breweries, each with its own

on the outskirts, the area has something for the whole family.

local flair and flavors.

Prepare to take home treats and souvenirs, including hand36
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Website: charlestonbrewerylist.com

FAMILY

ADULTS





The best way to experience Charleston’s historic downtown.

Get hands-on with history

Palmetto Carriage Works

A Palmetto Guild Certified guide narrates the scenery and

From the colonial era to the present, Mount Pleasant has a

brings to life the fascinating history and architecture of the

rich and varied history. Visit historical sites such as Boone Hall

Holy City and all its Southern flavor. Quaint horse-drawn tours

Plantation & Gardens, Charles Pinckney National Historic Site,

stop by historic structures, streets and gardens, created before

and the Old Village Historic District. Walk in the steps of

the nation was formed and preserved for posterity. Following

heroes at the Patriots Point Naval and Maritime Museum,

the ride, hoof it on your own feet to the highlights for a longer

which features the USS Yorktown aircraft carrier, USS Laffey

look.

destroyer, USS Clamagore submarine, the Vietnam Experience

Address: 8 Guignard St., Charleston

exhibit, and the Medal of Honor Museum.

Website: PalmettoCarriageworks.com
Hours: Daily 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
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Charleston County Park’s staff is currently working to develop a swim lesson scholarship program available to the
general public. These scholarships will be funded by the Charleston County Parks Foundation’s Genesis Project.
The Community Recreation Team will identify those
in need and assist them in applying for lessons at the

West County Aquatic Center. This public scholarship
program is a new venture for the Foundation, as the
Genesis Project typically provides funding for 300400 children to participate in swim safety instruction
via rural recreation summer camps. While funding
swim safety instruction through summer camps
continues to be the Genesis Project’s biggest initiative, the new public scholarships will increase the
number of children and families learning to swim
throughout Charleston County. Scholarships will be

available this summer, and all swim safety programs
are eligible for scholarship.



The Charleston County Parks Foundation has created an internal request form for Charleston County Park’s staff to
submit funding proposals for the Foundation board to approve. You may remember the Foundation was awarded a
grant from Chick-fil-A at the end of 2020. The Foundation will use some of the grant money to fund additional
programs and services offered by Charleston County Parks. Staff have been reminded of the Foundation’s mission
and vision, and potential funding proposals should provide opportunities and experiences for underserved
populations made up of the general public.



Online event ticket purchases continue to raise money for the Charleston County Parks Foundation. Customers
were asked to consider a small donation ($1, $5, or $10) when completing their event ticket purchase for Pickin’ in
the Park and The Reckoning in the Park. Together these events raised $443. This type of online ticketing (via Active
Works software) began with the 2020 Holiday Festival of Lights and will continue to be a registration platform for
select Charleston County Parks festivals and events.
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Mount Pleasant Pier had a visitor stop by the River Watch Gift Shop where she purchased a mug.
Once she returned home to Seattle, WA, she contacted our staff at the Pier and told them she wished she had bought
two mugs instead of one. Staff members, Robin and Michelle, immediately assisted her with a purchase
and did not hesitate to safely package the mug and send it to her.
She sent the Pier a postcard thanking them for the Rainbow Row mug.
Her words, “I love it. It reminds me of the wonderful time I had visiting my sister in Mt. Pleasant.” - Jill

Caw Caw Interpretative Center recently hosted the race, Where the Wild Things Run.
One participant experienced a problem while parking prior to the race.
She sent they following thank you note. “While parking my car I got impossibly stuck in the mud.
Thomas, a staffer, directed me to leave it and assured me we’d get it out after the race.
I returned to my car after and Thomas had already found and placed boards under my tires to try and get me out.
This didn’t work and he, without hesitation, went to get a truck and proceeded to pull me out with the winch.
Thomas, Luke, Melissa and Christine were over the top helpful and kind and just so pleasant.
Never even for a second did I feel like I was all on my own to figure this out.
I really enjoyed the race and will definitely do it again but my experience with your staff
makes me a lifelong supporter of all that Charleston County Parks does.” THANK YOU! – H. Parrish
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Amazing. Thank you to Olivia Williams and Toby Smith for this much-needed, highly educational anti-racist program.
Black History All Year Long: Focus on Women Participant – Virtual

My daughter loved the program and always looks forward to homeschool programs with Ms. Heidi & Ms. Morgan.

Homeschool in the Parks: An Outing on Owls Parent – Caw Caw Interpretive Center

The race went really smoothly, and all staff and volunteers were abundantly helpful and nice.
The conditions were muddy, but y'all made sure it was safe by marking off with cones
and laying down boards where necessary. I loved the event!
Where the Wild Things Run/Walk 5K Participant – Caw Caw Interpretive Center

I traveled 2,000 miles for this run. Staff was amazing friendly and knowledgeable.
Everything I expected even more. The location, the history was awesome.
Thank you again for an awesome experience. We even went back the next day
and spend 4 hours just walking around the preserve.
Where the Wild Things Run/Walk 5K Participant – Caw Caw Interpretive Center

Highly recommend others to try these courses, even if afraid of heights or other minor concerns.
Staff was very accommodating, patient, supportive, and understanding.
Fee for course was very reasonable.
High Ropes Experience Participant – James Island County Park

Very well organized. Information/instruction was provided at an understandable pace.
Anna, Laura, and Maddy did a fabulous job of both instructing
and giving us encouragement. Very engaging activity. Perfect for an introductory course.
Employees are always so positive, easy going, and make sure attendees are having fun.
Lowcountry Senior Series: Archery Participant – James Island County Park
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Where the Wild Things Run/Walk 5K
Our family favorite, Where the Wild Things Run 5K, went off without a hitch to a sold-out group on March 6th!
This popular event is always made better by the amazing
staff at Caw Caw Interpretive Center who ensure a
top-notch experience for all of our racers. We hope those
“wild things” are able to get some rest before we give them
another run for their money next year!

Save the Date
Don’t miss out on Starlight Yoga at the Mount Pleasant Pier, Thursday, April 1st with live music performed by
Chris Dodson. The next Starlight Yoga event will be held at Folly Beach County Park in June. Early registration is
recommended.
If you’re looking for some friendly competition and aren’t afraid to get a little dirty, we’ve got just the thing!
Join us Saturday, April 24th for the Mullet Haul 5K and 10K at Johns Island County Park.
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Mark Patrick took the lead in training his staff on tent
set-up at Folly Beach for staffers.

The Folly Beach maintenance crew replaced temporary
fencing with a permanent split rail fence on the beach side

of the parking lot at Folly Beach County Park.
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Israeli Ambassador visits McLeod Plantation Historic Site
Gilad Erdan, the Israeli Ambassador to the United States and the United Nations, visited McLeod Plantation Historic Site
on February 22nd as part of his first official tour within the United States. The Ambassador and his delegation
participated in a guided tour delivered by interpreters Toby Smith and Shawn Halifax. At McLeod Plantation Historic
Site, Erdan toured the cabins of the enslaved and their descendants and visited the Gin House. At the Gin House,
“he was struck by the impressions of child-size fingerprints in bricks made by enslaved children.” He reflected that,
“no one should suffer such inhumanity, anywhere, anytime.”

The Ambassador’s visit to Charleston was part of a tour
that focused on, “listening and learning about the history
and incredible contribution of the African American
community to this country.” In Charleston he visited many
sites

including Mother Emmanuel African Methodist

Episcopal Church and Magnolia Plantation in addition to
the McLeod site. Visits such as these to McLeod Plantation
Historic Site highlight the ongoing work by interpreters to
connect the past to the present in order to create a more
equitable future.
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The Reckoning in the Park
On March 20th from 2:00pm-5:00pm, Grateful Dead fans came
out to Palmetto Islands County Park (PICP) to enjoy a beautiful
day with local tribute band, The Reckoning. In the large
meadow at PICP, guests enjoyed beer, wine, and local food

truck fare while listening to laid back tunes in the comfort of
their square. This was CCPRC’s second “square” sociallydistanced concert, and it was a great success! This event sold
out in a few days with 150 squares priced at $40 per square.
We had around 127 squares in attendance.

Virtual Inclusive Dance Party
Charleston County Parks hosted its third Virtual
Inclusive Dance Party on Saturday, March 13th.
We had 13 participants attend and they all brought
their dance moves! We are excited to continue
offering these dance parties throughout the year.
Our next Virtual Inclusive Dance Party is scheduled
for June with a Summer Luau theme! We look
forward to seeing participants dressed in their
favorite Hawaiian shirts while we dance together in

the comfort and safety of our homes.
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Campground hosts replaced the split rail fence on the
septic field in preparation for the dog park at John’s
Island County Park.

The Lowcountry Stargazers have found a home for
their building in the pepper field at John’s Island
County Park. This building will store the group’s
astronomy equipment. They will be able to set up a
projector on the side of the building to show live
views from the telescopes.
CCPRC will also be allowed to use the building for
public events.

45

The Facility Support Crew installed a new ice and water machine in the Wannamaker County Park maintenance office.

The Facility Support Crew also installed new ice maker in the
Wannamaker lifeguard break room.

The Wappoo Cut Boat Landing is dressed and ready for
summer boating season! Approximately 4600 sq. ft. of
asphalt was repaved.

The road’s traffic lines and

parking spaces were restriped as well.

Part of this

project included addressing accessibility issues for
individuals needing van accessible parking.

One

reserved parking space will be restriped to meet ADA
guidelines for van accessible parking and the proper
signage installed.
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7,311
Total Calls In:
Average Talk Time:

3.03

Average Wait Time:

0.21

Percentage Answered:

89.80%

Discounted Gold Passes sold through Corporate Online Pass Sales:
•

288 Gold Passes and 20 Splash Passes

•

25 participating companies

Sponsored Race and Events:
•

Where the Wild Things Run: Food Lion, The Foot Store, Athleta and HomeLight Real Estate

•

Wine Down Wednesday: Noble Vines

•

The Reckoning in the Park: Charleston Animal Society, Dasani, Sun’s Out and Lowcountry Dog
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17,763

YTD 2021
128,779
Attendance

YTD 1920
111,016
Attendance

PICP

-27,391

545,065

572,456

JICP

-44,704

198,959

243,663

WCP

9,077

26,905

17,828

CAW

-19,629

7,365

26,994

JoICP

-164,152

181,779

345,931

FB Pier

33,080

206,810

173,730

MP Pier

18,033

57,664

39,631

BWP

240%

106,215

150,464

44,249

FBCP

29%

28,487

127,294

98,807

IOP

-21%

-492

1853

2345

Bulow

48%

615

1,895

1,280

-11%

-205

1706

1911

-36%

-8,395

14,830

23,225

Laurel Hill Old Towne McLeod

45%

27,729

90,014

62,285

LIHP

61%

11,754

31,076

19,322

SK8

-21%

-1,319

4,843

6,162

WCAC

---

-

37,701

-

Stono River

Total Facility Attendance 2021 vs. 1920

Variance
46%

all facilities continued

W North Trail* Meggett*

TOTAL

19%

TOTAL

-47%

IOP

-73%
FBCP

51%
BWP

-18%
TOTAL

-5%
WW

16%
SZ

%
SI

1,817,457

1,790,834

564

26,623

-

1,891

-

-

YTD 2021
Attendance

-

YTD 1920
Attendance
150,899

Variance

80,901
54,702

69,998

41,111
73,431

13,591

22,594

22,766

50,837

1%

17,196

YTD 2021
Vehicles

5,570

---

YTD 1920
Vehicles

64,233

Variance

---

150,473

39,237
-86,240

%

87,003

16,092
-47,766

87%

40,094

8,904
-24,002

33%

23,376

YTD 2021
Attendance
-14,472

225%

YTD 1920
Attendance

Variance

32%

*began tracking WCP Trail rev & Meggett rev in May 2020

%

Marina

-57%

Campsites Cottages

81%

-55%

50%

74%

-60%

77%

49%

-62%

YTD 1920
Attendance
79%

%

YTD 2021
Attendance
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Digital Marketing Summary
WEBSITE ANALYTICS
Visits

Unique visitors

152,322

Pageviews

141,832

Bounce Rate

308,371

Trended Visits (by Month)

Visits
15K

5K

10K

4K

5K

Mar 11

2,127

Trended Visits (Fiscal Year-to-Date, Compared YoY)

6K

Mar 6

▼

Searches

48.84%

Visits

3K
Mar 1

Mar 1, 2021 - Mar 31, 2021

Mar 16

Mar 21

Mar 26

Visits (Jul 1, 2019 - Feb 29, 2020)

0
Jul 1, 2020
Sep 21, 2020
Dec 12, 2020
Aug 11, 2020
Nov 1, 2020
Jan 22, 2021

Mar 31

Top Landing Pages

Top Referral Sites

Label

Unique Pageviews

Label

▼

Visits

▼

1.

Charleston County Parks and Recreati…

22,305

1.

m.facebook.com

2,166

2.

Camping & Lodging | Charleston Coun…

19,251

2.

www.charlestoncvb.com

1,927

3.

James Island County Park | Charlesto…

13,963

3.

www-onlyinyourstate-co…

1,014

EMAIL MARKETING
Total Emails Sent

Open Rate

252,417
Campaign Name

42.28%
Sent

▼

Bounce Rate

Unsubscribe Rate

2.34%

0.05%

Open Rate

Click Through Rate

Bounce Rate

Unsubscribe Rate

1.

March 2021 Events

44,571

27.6%

13.8%

1.9%

0.1%

2.

March 12 Weekly Email

44,545

24.9%

13%

1.9%

0.1%

3.

2021-03-04

44,539

30.9%

10.5%

1.9%

0.1%

Top Performing Email Content
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Digital Marketing Summary
SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook
Likes

Impressions

59,612

235,407

Instagram

Mar 1, 2021 - Mar 31, 2021

Engagements

9,106

Twitter
Followers

22,851

Engagements

Followers

6,788

8,294

Impressions

33,786

Top Performing Posts

PAID SOCIAL MEDIA
Amount Spent (USD)

$128.07

People Reached

Impressions

53,969

62,991
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Clicks to the Website

1,046

Engagements

1,036

▼

Diversity Mission Statement: The Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission will provide
high quality park facilities, programs, and services to the ever-changing community we serve by
recruiting, training, and retaining a qualified and diverse staff.

Current Staff Statistics:
April EEO Information
FULL TIME
EMPLOYEES

PART TIME
EMPLOYEES

TOTAL OF ALL
EMPLOYEES

Number of Employees

163

839

1002

White

136

701

84%

Hispanic

5

26

2%

African American

15

75

10%

Asian

2

12

1%

Indian

1

1

1%

Two or more Races

4

24

2%

Male

91

339

43%

Female

72

500

57%
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Volunteer Coordinator Report
MARCH 2021
Activity Category

Hours
14
18
28
7
76
5
47
136
27

Total Volunteer Hours:

358
2790
6753
3963

Day Park Volunteers
Green Team
McLeod Plantation
Paddle sports & Outdoor Clubs
The Reckoning in the Park
Volunteer Park Ambassador
Volunteers in the Park
Where the Wild Things Run
Wine Down Wednesday

Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:

Value of Volunteer Hours:

Total Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee
Equivalent:

Volunteers
2
6
2
1
16
1
9
23
6

2.20
1.89
4.62
2.73

Value of Volunteer Hours Formula:
# volunteer hours / 162.5 (equivalent of one full time employee) = # full-time employee equivalent
Monthly Employee Cost Savings
Total Volunteer Hours Value:

8,806.60
68,091.03
166,444.74
98,353.71
Monthly Employee Cost Savings Formula:

Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours Value:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours: Value
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours Value:

$4003 (monthly cost with salary and benefits for a specialist level 207 full time employee) x # of full-time employee
equivalent
= Monthly Employee Cost Savings
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – April 2021

Folly Beach Fishing Pier—Replacement Project Update
Cape Romain, the pier replacement contractor, is nearing completion of the apron area. The deck and handrails are complete. The
shade structures against the building are also complete and ready for fabric installation on top. The outdoor bar structure has been
erected, with electrical, plumbing and bar top to follow. Turtle friendly lights on the bollards will be installed next. The showers and
changing stations underneath the pier are also nearing completion. The crane trestle shall continue to move seaward as it continues to
demolish the old pier out to the diamond head. The goal is to have the apron area complete and ready for re-opening by late spring.

April 2021 Construction View

Pier Changing Stations (located below the pier)

Pier Shade Structures
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – April 2021 cont’d

Johns Island County Park (JoICP) —New Dog Park Project Update
The JoICP dog park construction passed the County’s zoning inspection. Planning and Development (P & D) staff are awaiting the
certificate of occupancy. The added parking lot is already receiving plenty of daily use and provided the parking for April 1’s Toast
Under the Oaks event. Final inspection with PRC will be scheduled in the third week of April. The JoICP crew have been working hard
to address the drainage issues by installing a combination of catch basins and French drain system directing water towards Mullet
Hall Rd drainage ditches.

Design Review—Approvals
P & D staff provides design assistance with the
planning of some projects and facilities
through the agency’s Design Review Process.
The following projects were reviewed and
approved:
Wannamaker County Park:
Whirlin’ Waters:
Washout Shade Structure — added shade
to waiting que line.
ADA Sidewalk Extension — continue sidewalk to complete ADA route.
Meggett County Park
Expand parking lot for vehicles with trailers.
James Island County Park

Picnic tables added. Large and small dog park sides receive some shade. The
large dog park will have additional shade as the live oaks continue to mature.
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Park Center Sconce Lights — change out
old fixtures for new.

Planning & Capital Projects Update – April 2021 cont’d

Prescribed Burning at Undeveloped Park Properties
April has been an active month with initiating prescribed burning at CCPRC’s undeveloped park properties. Three park properties
had successful burns including: Spring Grove (Adams Run), Two Pines (McClellanville), and Edisto “Red Top”. The agency’s forestry
consultants Sabine & Waters worked with P&D staff on developing the parks’ burn plan and implementation. Prescribed or
“controlled” burning is an effective way to mitigate risks of more intensive wildfire, control invasive species spreading, and promote
healthy forests within the agency.

All images are from a prescribed burn at the Edisto Red Top park property.
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