COMMISSIONERS:
Collin Bruner, Chair
Eduardo Curry, Vice Chair
Brad Taggart, Secretary-Treasurer
Michelle Brandt
Lisa King
Mattese Lecque
Teddy Manos
David Bennett, Executive Director

Commission Update
__________________________________________________________________________________

May 11, 2022
Important Dates
Commission Regular Meeting – Monday, May 16, 2022 CCPRC Headquarters at 5:30 pm & online at www.charlestoncountyparks.com
Commission Meeting Agenda Highlights
New Business:
Planning and Capital Projects Update:
An overall update on the Planning and Capital Projects will be presented.
Action Items:
Besides the meeting minutes, there is one additional item that will require Commission action
on Monday evening (supplemental information attached).
Commission Highlight: Parks & Recreation Summer Season Update
Phil Macchia, Chief Operating Officer, will give an update on the modifications being made to
this summer season’s schedule and pricing.

861 Riverland Drive  Charleston, South Carolina 29412  (843) 762-2172  FAX (843) 762-2683
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Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission
Regular Commission Meeting
861 Riverland Drive, Charleston, SC, 29412
Online at www.charlestoncountyparks.com
Monday, May 16, 2022 at 5:30 pm
Agenda
I.

Call to Order & Welcome
A.

Bruner

Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media

II.

Public Comments & Presentations

Bruner/Bennett

III.

Approval of Minutes

Bruner

A. (ACTION) Approval of April 18, 2022 Commission Regular Meeting Minutes
IV.

Old Business
A. None

V.

New Business
A. Planning and Development Update

Bowie

B. Financial Report

McManus

a. (Action) 2022 Bond Issuance and Sale

VI.

C. Commission Highlight: Parks & Recreation Summer Season Update

Macchia

D. Executive Session: Personnel Matters

Bruner

Next Meeting
A. Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, June TBD, 2022, 5:30pm at
CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC
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Unapproved Minutes
Charleston County Park & Recreation Commission (CCPRC)
Regular Commission Meeting
861 Riverland Drive, Charleston, SC, 29412
Monday, April 18, 2022
Commission Members Present: Mr. Collin Bruner, Mr. Eduardo Curry, Mr. Brad Taggart, Ms. Michelle
Brandt, Ms. Lisa King, Ms. Mattese Lecque, and Mr. Teddy Manos.
Staff Present: Mr. David Bennett, Mr. Kevin Bowie, Mr. Phil Macchia, Ms. Gina Ellis-Strother, Ms. Christine
Volousky (via teleconference), Ms. Patty Newshutz, Ms. Renee Dickinson (via
teleconference), Mr. Steve Hutton, Ms. Shanté Ellis, Ms. Marcie Chiappone, Ms. Lisa KnisleyWhite (via teleconference), Ms. Melissa Muse (via teleconference), Mr. John Massey, and
Mr. Joel Warren.
Legal Counsel Not Present: Mr. Dwayne Green.
Guests Present: None
I.

Call to Order and Welcome
A.

Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media
The Charleston County Park & Recreation Commission met on Monday, April 18, 2022 at the
CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC and virtually via www.charlestoncountyparks.com.
Mr. Bruner, Commission Chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed those in attendance.
Mr. Bruner informed those present that notification of the meeting was sent to the local news
media and others requesting notification.

II.

Public Comments and Presentations
A.

III.

None

Approval of Minutes
A.

(ACTION) Approval of March 14, 2022 Regular Commission Meeting Minutes
Motion to approve the minutes of the March 14, 2022 Regular Commission Meeting was made
by Ms. King seconded by Ms. Lecque, and approved by the Commission. (#057-2122)

B.

(ACTION) Approval of April 5, 2022 Commission Personnel Committee Meeting Minutes
Motion to approve the minutes of the April 5, 2022 Commission Personnel Committee Meeting
was made by Ms. Brandt, seconded by Mr. Curry, and approved by the Commission. (#058-2122)

IV.

Old Business
A.

None
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V.

New Business
A. Planning and Development (P&D) Update
Mr. Bowie reviewed the following:
a. Lowcountry Cajun Festival
The Lowcountry Cajun Festival was hosted on April 9 with just over 8,000 attendees.
b. Folly Beach Pier Update
The work on the pier continues to progress well. He noted next year by late spring the project
should be completed.
c. Wannamaker County Park’s Park Center Building
The basic layout of the building has been determined. The project’s completion timeline is
Summer 2023.
d. Caw Caw Interpretive Center Trunk Repair
The repair work on the trunk is complete.
e. McLeod Plantation Project
There was a preliminary estimate of 60-70 cemetary sites. However after the agency’s
consultant (New South Associates), conducted visual surveys and soil probes the estimate is
now 250-300 sites. The project’s next steps include:
• digital mapping;
• ground penetrating radar;
• scent detection K-9s; and
• the collection of oral histories.
f. Grants
•

•

IOP Beach Access – Accessible Boardwalk/Showers
i. Pending $427,828 grant from the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
with a 50/50 match requirement.
ii. South Carolina Parks, Recreation, and Tourism (SCPRT) gave this project their
regional significance designation.
Shem Creek Boat Landing – Accessibility & Paving Improvements
i. Pending $448,486 grant from the South Carolina Department of Natural
Resources (SCDNR) the following split:
1. 75% from the US Fish and Wildlife; and
2. 25% from the Charleston County Water Recreation Fund.
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B. Financial Report
Mr. Bowie presented and reviewed the checks over $7500 and financial reports for the month of
February. There were no further questions from the Commission.
a. (ACTION) Noisette Community Redevelopment TIF District- Resolution
Motion to authorize a resolution for the Commission to consent to the removal of four parcels
from the Noisette Community Redevelopment Project Area (TIF) from the City of North
Charleston and put the properties back on the tax rolls was made by Ms. Lecque, seconded
by Mr. Taggart, and approved by the Commission. (#059-2122)
C. Commission Highlight: Community Recreation
Mr. Hutton introduced Mr. Massey, Assistant Director for Community Education. Mr. Massey
reviewed his current role with the agency as directing races/runs and community recreation. He
stated a portion of his community recreation related tasks are to maintain the agency’s relationship
with the Charleston County School District (CCSD) and oversee the recreation of unincorporated
sections of the county. Mr. Massey introduced Joel Warren, Community Recreation Manager. Mr.
Warren stated that there are seven full-time staff that make up the Community Recreation Team
with over 150 years of combined professional experience. Each staff member is a Certified Youth
Sports Administrator through the National Alliance for Youth Sports (NAYS). All of the volunteer
coaches are required to complete a background check and receive a NAYS Coaches Association
Training Certificate. Mr. Warren stated that the Community Recreation Team helps the agency serve
three main Charleston County unincorporated areas:
• McClellanville/Awendaw;
• Johns Island/Wadmalaw; and
• Hollywood/Ravenel (Edisto, Parkers Ferry, Adams Run, Willtown, Meggett, etc).
Mr. Warren noted that the target audience of the team is the underserved rural constituents of
Charleston County. He noted they offer four types of service:
• special events;
• after-school programming;
• summer camps; and
• youth sports.
He noted they serve over 400 children per week in all seven rural elementary schools:
• St. James Santee Elementary (McClellanville);
• Angel Oak Elementary (Johns Island);
• Mount Zion Elementary (Johns Island);
• EL Frierson Elementary (Wadmalaw Island);
• EB Ellington Elementary (Ravenel);
• Minnie Hughes Elementary (Parkers Ferry); and
• Jane Edwards Elementary (Edisto Island).
They serve over 300 children per week with summer camp for ages ranging from 5-12. They also
provide a Junior Counselor Program for ages 13-14. Most of the camps are offered jointly with CCSD.
Summer camps include:
• CCSD Academic Programming: Monday-Thursday mornings;
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•

CCPRC Recreation Programming: Monday-Thursday afternoons and full-days on
Friday; and
• field trips, CCPRC waterpark visits, portable pool program, etc.
The Portable Pool operates in 3-4 locations per season for a minimum of two weeks per site. This
allows eight 30-minute lessons per child using the Starfish Aquatics curriculum. Lifeguard and swim
instructors are provided by CCPRC’s Safety and West County Aquatic Center staff. Several hundred
children (ages 4-14) compete in the following rural recreation youth sports programs each year:
football, basketball, cheerleading, dance, wrestling, soccer, track & field, volleyball, tennis, pickleball,
archery, karate, etc. Open gym and weight rooms are accessible four nights each week.
Mr. Bruner noted that Mr. Warren’s presentation highlights why all of the Commissioners decided
to serve. He noted that it was great to hear that there has been vast improvements made along the
years. Mr. Bruner reiterated that any ideas the staff have regarding future improvements would be
welcome and supported.
VI.

Next Meeting
A. Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, May 16, 2022, 5:30pm at CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston,
SC

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:48 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Collin Bruner, Chair

Shanté Ellis, Executive Administrative Manager
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March 2022 Checks over $7,500

Date

Check #

Vendor

Description

Amount

General Agency
3/3/2022 3040100 Anchor Industries Inc

20X40 Tent HFOL

$

11,221.29

3/3/2022 3040116 Massenburg Construction Inc

D3 Cherry Point Parking Lot Repairs

$

16,987.00

3/3/2022 3040132 VSC Fire and Security

FBFP Replace Sprinkler System

$

34,894.00

$

18,879.46

3/17/2022 3040225 Knight Tools Inc

Lifeguard Uniforms
Picnic Tables,Swings & LG Stands (JICP,WW,JOICP)

$

8,025.00

3/18/2022 3040244 National Restroom Trailers LLC

WCP Restrooms

$

47,771.50

3/24/2022 3040273 Massenburg Construction Inc

D3 Cherry Point Parking Lot ADA Change Order

$

8,100.00

3/31/2022 3040290 Agency Landscape + Planning LLC

PARFA Comprehensive Plan

$

28,050.00

3/31/2022 3040322 Sabine And Waters Inc

Caw Caw Tallow Treatment

$

8,700.00

Capital Improvement Projects
Cape Romain Contractors Inc
FBFP Replacement
$
Johnson, Mirmiran, & Thompson, Inc Bulow Bulkheads & Shem Creek Parking Lot Improv. $

336,675.66
7,760.00

3/10/2022 3040176 Original Watermen

3/31/2022
3/31/2022

59
215
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Combined General Agency Operations
March, 2022

Combined Revenues
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services

Prior YTD Actuals
18,286,442
9,021,003
373,670
Total Revenue
27,681,115

Combined Expenses
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services

Year To date Actuals
18,964,918
12,907,721
874,572
32,747,211

Current Year Budget
18,620,985
15,370,490
1,803,591
35,795,066

Total Expenses
Net Operating Income

6,199,022
11,240,353
2,501,196
19,940,571
7,740,544

6,846,124
12,636,555
2,996,108
22,478,787
10,268,424

Transfers In
Transfers Out
Change in Fund Balance

‐
‐
7,740,544

‐
2,000,000
8,268,424

121,500
2,000,000
(559,112)

Fund Balance Statement
Change in Fund Balance
Fund Balance‐ Beginning of Year
Ending Fund Balance

7,740,544
18,036,272
25,776,816

8,268,424
19,759,305
28,027,729

(559,112)
19,759,305
19,200,193
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10,284,858
19,119,793
5,071,027
34,475,678
1,319,388

% of Budget
102%
84%
48%
91%

67%
66%
59%
65%

0%
100%

Support Services
March, 2022
Revenues
Administration Millage
Administration‐ Other
Total Revenue

Prior YTD Actuals
17,761,919
524,522
18,286,441

Year To date Actuals
18,470,510
494,408
18,964,918

Current Year Budget
18,400,000
220,985
18,620,985

% of Budget
100%
224%
102%

Expenses
Administration
Executive
Financial Services
Human Resources
Information Technology
Marketing
Park and Program Services
Planning and Development
Safety
Total Expenses
Net Operating Income

1,268,561
944,125
595,248
495,604
955,905
746,260
366,063
630,915
196,340
6,199,021
12,087,420

1,247,872
1,060,028
606,426
396,465
1,364,069
831,865
387,034
728,142
224,221
6,846,122
12,118,796

1,147,850
1,571,811
960,550
873,896
1,958,345
1,241,478
617,256
1,439,182
474,489
10,284,857
8,336,128

109%
67%
63%
45%
70%
67%
63%
51%
47%
67%

Transfers In
Transfers Out

0
0

0
2,000,000

121,500
2,000,000

0%
100%

Change in Fund Balance

12,087,420

10,118,796

6,457,628
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Park Services
March, 2022
Revenues
Prior YTD Actuals
Administration
13,130
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
47,505
Cooper River Marina
595,045
Folly Beach County Park
385,880
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
520,974
Isle of Palms County Park
554,655
James Island County Park
4,243,716
Johns Island County Park
60,616
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
228,122
Lake House at Bulow
84,330
Laurel Hill Plantation
2,715
McLeod Plantation
212,972
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
315,720
Mount Pleasant Pier
206,677
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
1,393,746
Old Towne Creek County Park
20,088
SK8 Charleston
124,750
Stono River Park
6,330
West County Aquatics Center
4,031
Total Revenue
9,021,002
Expenses
Administration
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
Cooper River Marina
Folly Beach County Park
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
Isle of Palms County Park
James Island County Park
Johns Island County Park
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
Lake House at Bulow
Laurel Hill Plantation
McLeod Plantation
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
Mount Pleasant Pier
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
Old Towne Creek County Park
SK8 Charleston
Stono River Park
Undeveloped Properties & HQ Maintenance
West County Aquatics Center
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

813,244
232,849
446,065
270,739
629,943
467,432
2,870,819
306,031
246,628
80,857
12,405
192,226
751,763
351,213
1,999,438
9,271
158,332
17,073
1,308,543
75,483
11,240,354
(2,219,352)
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Year To date Actuals Current Year Budget
47,914
43,000
53,870
53,157
720,871
916,048
558,176
611,429
360,108
937,326
657,489
886,919
6,113,756
5,894,992
70,979
108,448
262,681
339,305
86,300
152,610
3,564
7,772
464,000
555,425
471,704
736,533
277,361
348,984
2,617,898
3,613,043
0
0
127,928
145,124
7,045
9,000
6,077
11,375
12,907,721
15,370,490

885,151
274,516
294,473
352,023
719,533
483,096
3,646,520
342,960
278,302
117,630
12,889
217,085
761,700
351,536
2,372,880
9,759
184,284
14,623
1,242,470
75,125
12,636,555
271,166

1,259,518
325,423
645,312
440,869
1,184,726
719,571
5,076,166
482,170
451,172
160,364
48,344
338,773
1,332,671
553,674
3,481,795
39,401
279,666
32,914
2,089,248
178,016
19,119,793
(3,749,303)

% of Budget
111%
101%
79%
91%
38%
74%
104%
65%
77%
57%
46%
84%
64%
79%
72%
0%
88%
78%
53%
84%

70%
84%
46%
80%
61%
67%
72%
71%
62%
73%
27%
64%
57%
63%
68%
25%
66%
44%
59%
42%
66%

Recreation Services
March, 2022
Revenue
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Revenue

Expenses
Administration
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

Prior YTD Actuals
256
1,780
21,141
209,864
77,493
63,136
373,670

Year To date Actuals
1,491
47,239
55,912
435,662
187,932
146,334
874,570

Current Year Budget
4,780
214,000
126,920
817,534
417,937
222,420
1,803,591

% of Budget
31%
22%
44%
53%
45%
66%
48%

463,909
2,195
515,348
508,195
599,267
222,934
189,347
2,501,195
(2,127,525)

461,940
2,988
715,344
527,523
700,723
342,566
245,024
2,996,108
(2,121,538)

698,876
33,789
1,194,747
829,267
1,387,175
544,082
383,091
5,071,027
(3,267,436)

66%
9%
60%
64%
51%
63%
64%
59%
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charles McManus
May 11, 2022
2022 Bond- Approval of Issuance and Sale

County Council approved the issuance of $8,000,000 worth of General Obligation Bonds at their
May 10, 2022 Council Meeting.
Now that Bonds have been approved by Charleston County, the next step in the process is for the
Commission to approve the Bonds issuance and sale.

Recommend authorizing the issuance and sale of General Obligation Bonds in an amount
not to exceed $8,000,000.
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A RESOLUTION
TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOT EXCEEDING $8,000,000 GENERAL
OBLIGATION BONDS OF CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT, IN
CHARLESTON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA, TO PRESCRIBE THE PURPOSES FOR WHICH
THE PROCEEDS SHALL BE EXPENDED, TO PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT THEREOF, AND
OTHER MATTERS RELATING THERETO.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON
I, the undersigned, Secretary of the Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission, the
governing body of the Charleston County Park and Recreation District, in Charleston County, South
Carolina, DO HEREBY CERTIFY:
That the foregoing constitutes a true, correct and verbatim copy of a Resolution duly adopted by
said Commission at a meeting duly called and held on the 16th day of May, 2022, at which meeting a
majority of the membership of said Commission were present, and voted unanimously in favor of the
adoption thereof.
That the original of said Resolution is duly entered in the permanent records of said Commission,
in my custody as such Secretary of Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my Hand, this 16th day of May, 2022.

Secretary
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A man asked his local parks department to fill a lazy river with queso. Here’s
how it responded
"They don't make nacho chips large enough to float on- it'd be a real Jack and Rose type of situation
(obviously more romantic)."
April 14, 2022, 5:27 PM EDT l By Alex Portée
The Charleston County Park & Recreation Commission offers

“Our customer service team fields all types of questions,” the

visitors plenty of recreational services: climbing walls, an

Charleston Parks account shared in the tweet, which shows the

equestrian center, campgrounds and a marina … but no cheese.

email interaction between its customer service representative
Nick Epps and Ragland.

The recreation commission located in Charleston, South Carolina,
recently had to let down a resident named Hagan Ragland, who

“Hey can you guys turn the lazy river at Whirling Waters into a

pitched turning the park’s lazy river into "a queso cheese lazy

queso cheese lazy river?” Ragland wrote in his email to the

river"

recreation commission. “We could all just float in the river with a
bag of chips and a long twisty straw and have the time of our lives

In a tweet posted Thursday, the commission shared an email

with that sweet sweet queso. Okay let me know what you think.”

exchange between one of its Customer Service Representatives

and Ragland who said he came up with the idea while eating

Ragland's idea involved having the commission swap out the wa-

lunch at Moe’s Southwest grill.

ter in its Rollin’ River attraction with queso dip. Residents would
have a chance to float their way down the 870-foot-long stretch

He saw a sign that read "Hear me out: queso lazy river," which

which

comes from a Moe's tweet in 2019.

Waterpark located in North Charleston Wannamaker County Park.

The Moe's booth that started it all.

Speaking TODAY Food about the email exchange, Epps (who has

winds

about

the

Whirlin’

Waters

Adventure

been working at the commission for over a year) said he checked
with a coworker before sending a silly response. “It’s nice when
we can have some fun at work,” Epps explained.
“Thank you for inquiring about us finally turning Whirlin’ Waters
into the cheesy oasis we have all dreamed of!” Epps wrote in his
reply to the request. “That type of event would certainly bring us
a lot of business and we could even claim it to be an environmental marvel with using natural sunlight to keep the queso river
flowing.”
Epps did go on to note that the plan to add the beloved comfort
food to the river had more holes than Swiss cheese.
“There are a few things that would prevent us from being able to
hold such a glorious event,” Epps replied, noting that there has
The Moe's booth that started it all. Hagan Ragland

cover photo: 2022 Cajun Festival KeenEye Marketing

Fill a lazy river — continued

yet to be a nacho chip large enough to allow locals to actually

“I thought it would end there,” Ragland explained. “I thought it

float in the river. “It’d be a real Jack and Rose type of situation

would have been like, ‘Sorry, Mr. Raglan. We can’t do it.’ It really

(obviously more romantic),” Epps explained. Epps went on to note

went all out. I mean, it was a perfect response … It’s very whole-

how such an event would likely become a logistical nightmare in

some. It made my day. It’s making everyone else’s day. And I think

terms of getting cheese cloths to fit in the lazy river’s drains and

Mr. Nick needs a raise. I’m gonna try to send him a gift basket of

filters in order to “catch all the jalapeño bits.”

some sort. I said fruit basket at first and everyone was like, ‘No, it
needs to be a queso basket.'"

“There may be other reasons, but I think those are probably the
biggies,” Epps wrote towards the end of his reply. “I’ll definitely

Beyond campaigning for Epps to get a raise, Ragland said he's

pass your suggestion along the chain-of-command just in case I’m

coined a term for the recent attention over his idea which has

overlooking a fatal flaw in our reasoning (more like seasoning,

prompted locals to try to make the event happen. According to

amirite?).”

Epps, there's a local movement to make him the mayor of Cheese
Town.

In an interview with TODAY, Ragland (who wrote the original

request for a lazy queso river) said he hadn’t expected to receive

"Even this morning, like, the local news contacted me like seven

much of a response from the commission. So when he sent off the

this morning," Ragland, who works late at night as a bartender

email and received Epps’ reply roughly 10 minutes later, he was

remarked. "I was like, 'Wow, this is getting out of hand.' I call it

shocked.

queso mania. Queso mania's running wild."

Locals ride the Rollin’ River based in Charleston, South Carolina Charleston

which one man suggested could be filled with cheese dip.
Charleston County Parks, Getty Images

A queso lazy river? Charleston parks say no, citing lack of suitable chips, twisty
straws.
By Kalyn Oyer koyer@postandcourier.com l Apr 15, 2022
NORTH CHARLESTON — It started as a simple email request,

and now it’s on the front page of the “Today” show’s website
and has piqued the interest of Moe’s Southwest Grill.
A local bartender and karaoke host at the Bangkok Lounge
sent an email to the Charleston County Park and Recreation
Commission asking that the 870-foot-long lazy river at Whirlin’
Waters be filled with queso.
The park tweeted on April 14 the exchange between Hagan
Ragland, who was inspired by a poster at Moe’s that read
“Hear me out: Queso Lazy River,” and customer service
representative Nicholas Epps.
“Hey can you guys turn the lazy river at Whirling Waters into a
queso cheese lazy river?” wrote Ragland. “We could all just
float on the river with a bag of chips and a long twisty straw
and have the time of our lives with that sweet sweet queso.
Okay let me know what you think.”
The Park and Recreation Commission tweeted that “our
customer service team fields all types of questions,” and this
was no different.

A meme local comedian Shawna Jarrett made of friend
Hagan Ragland after he made the “Today” show’s front page
on the website for requesting the

Epps told The Post and Courier he knew he would be doing

Whirlin’ Water’s lazy river be filled with queso.

the opportunity a disservice if he had responded plainly.

Hagan Ragland/Provided

So he decided to add a little bit of flair.
“Thank you for inquiring about us finally turning Whirlin’

Also, that it would be a logistical nightmare to get cheese-cloth

Waters into the cheesy oasis we have all dreamed of!” his

to fit in the drains and filters to catch all the jalapeño bits.

response began. “However, there are a few things that would
prevent us from being able to hold such a glorious event.”
Those included the fact that there aren’t nacho chips large
enough for people to float down the river on. “It would be a
real Jack and Rose type of situation (obviously more
romantic),” he typed.

And finally that they don’t make twisty straws in bulk that are
thick enough to suck up queso (“If there was such a straw, it
mayyy be able to pull the queso blanco at best,” Epps wrote).
He added that “there may be other reasons, but I think those
are probably the biggies,” with a note that he would pass the

Queso lazy river — continued

idea up the chain of command in case he was overlooking a
fatal flaw in reasoning (“more like seasoning amirite?” he

penned).
“When the email first came into our inbox, I immediately knew
that Hagan had a ton of spirit,” Epps told The Post and Courier.
“I think the most amusing thing about it to me was the fact
that his battery level on his phone was barely a sliver, meaning
he had to have sent that email on his phone’s dying breath,
which really showed his commitment to the bit.”
Ragland told The Post and Courier he never expected his silly
idea would end up with the “Today” show reaching out for an
interview and Moe’s Southwest Grill getting in contact.
“I don’t know what it’s about yet; they just reached out” said
Ragland of the fast-casual restaurant franchise.
Epps said he’s looking forward to meeting Ragland over a giant
bowl of queso at some point.
“He seems like a enthusiastic and idealistic person, which we
can always use more of every day,” Epps said. “I’m ‘grateful’
that our fun interaction brought smiles to peoples’ faces. That
will forever be one of my favorite aspects of my job.”

The poster at Moe’s Southwest Grill that prompted the
email exchange. Hagan Ragland/Provided

In a further email exchange, shared by Ragland, he admitted a

Whirlin’ Waters at the North Charleston Wannamaker County

queso lazy river sounded like a Department of Health and

Park will open weekends only starting May 21 and will begin

Environmental Control nightmare, but he appreciated Epps’

daily operations June 6. According to the park, they do sell

response to his “ingenious idea for the event of a lifetime.”

nachos there, too.

In a perfect world, maybe it could happen one day, he added.
“I believe there may be a few more agencies on our case as
well,” admitted Epps. “I could only imagine the temptation in
the eyes of squirrels to dip acorns in the river, too.”

Man asks to fill Whirlin' Waters lazy river with queso, CCPRC explains logistical
issues
by Matt Dillane Thursday, April 14th 2022
CHARLESTON COUNTY, S.C. (WCIV) — Queso cheese dip is a
party snack loved by many. In fact, one Charleston County

resident wants to have a nice float in it.
On Wednesday, Charleston County Parks & Recreation
Commission (CCPRC) received an email from someone asking
to turn the lazy river at Whirlin' Waters into "a queso cheese
lazy river."
The emailer explained that he got the idea after seeing an ad
at Moe's Southwest Grill.
He suggested "we could all just float in the river with a bag of

Queso cheese dip is a party snack loved by many. In fact, one Charleston County resident wants to have a nice float in it. (Photo: CCPRC/File)

chips and a long twisty straw and have the time of our lives

with that sweet sweet queso."
However, the respondent noted that they would pass along
Later in the day, CCPRC responded to the inquiry, seemingly

the suggestion to higher-ups within CCPRC.

being receptive of the idea, but explaining some logistical
challenges it would face.

You can read the full conversation in the widget above or by
clicking here.

Officials noted the lack of nacho chips large enough to
accommodate visitors, the challenge of getting cheese-cloth to
fit into drains and filters, and there not being twisty straws in
bulk that are thick enough to suck up the queso.

WEIRD NEWS

Person emails Charleston County Parks and Recreation Commission asking for
Queso dip lazy river
by: Sophie Brams l Posted: Apr 14, 2022 / 12:27 PM EDT

CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCBD)- The Charleston County Parks and

CCPRC responded by saying it would a “glorious event,” but

Recreation Commission shared an email exchange on Twitter

there were just a few challenges. First, there aren’t chips big

Thursday of an individual asking for an unusual upgrade to

enough for people to float on, the queso would get stuck in

Whirlin’ Waters Adventure Waterpark.

the drains, and even the strongest of straws might have a
tough time sucking up the cheesy goodness.

The individual asked if the lazy river at the water park could be
turned into a “queso cheese” lazy river. They said the “really

So, while we may not be seeing a queso lazy river in our near

good idea” came from an advertisement at Moe’s Southwest

future, CCPRC said they value the community’s input in making

Grill.

parks safer and more accessible.

“We could all just float in the river with a bag of chips and a

We, for one, think it’s a great idea!

long twisty straw and have the time of our lives with that
sweet queso,” the email read.

LOCAL NEWS

Lowcountry Cajun Festival returns after two-year hiatus
by: Lindsay Miller l Updated: Apr 9, 2022 / 04:28 PM EDT
JAMES ISLAND, S.C. (WCBD)- Saturday was filled with crawfish,
Creole food, and Zydeco beats as the Lowcountry Cajun
Festival returned to James Island.
At James Island County Park, the over 30-year old festival
made its comeback from noon to six on Saturday.
The Lowcountry Cajun Festival featured Zydeco music
performed by three different artists, Cajun and Creole food,
and dancing.
The festival had “a huge number of food vendors on site,”
Sarah Reynolds, event PIO, said, with Louisiana-style food such
as jambalaya, etouffee and crawfish.
Reynolds also mentioned that this is the largest event held
within Charleston County Parks.
“I think a lot of people are really excited to be back at the
Cajun Festival,” Reynolds said. “We had to postpone it for two
years due to COVID 19.”
Reynolds mentioned the Lowcountry Cajun Festival and other
Charleston County Parks will return to holding their events on
a normal basis.

“People are having a good time coming out, enjoying events
again, and getting back to a little bit of normalcy.”

Photos: Pier 101 Restaurant & Bar is open after 2-year closure
Apr 4, 2022

Pier 101 Restaurant & Bar is now open after a two-year closure as the Folly Beach Pier is under renovation. Staff Grace Beahm Alford gbeahm@postandcourier.com

Pier 101 now open on Folly Beach after 2-year closure
By Parker Milner pmilner@postandcourier.com l Apr 4, 2022

FOLLY BEACH — An oceanfront restaurant has reopened after

Pier 101, a 3,680-square-foot, 140-seat eatery, is the next

a two-year closure prompted by the $14 million Folly Beach

gathering place to return to Folly Beach.

Pier renovation project. The restaurant, Pier 101 Restaurant &
Bar, is part of phase one of the pier’s reopening plan.
It reopened to the public March 9.

The restaurant serves the kind of fare you would expect from a
waterfront eatery: bites like fried seafood platters, shrimp and
grits, a flounder sandwich, shrimp corn dogs and a classic
burger.

Pier 101 originally opened in spring 2017 before closing after
Labor Day in 2020 ahead of the Oct. 19, 2020 closure of the

As the weather warms in the Charleston area, Pier 101 will be

pier.

a place for locals and tourists alike to visit before and after
trips to the beach.

The iconic fishing attraction closed after becoming heavily
damaged by shipworms, and a new pier will replace the

“We’ve had a lot of locals and people from out of town coming

25-year-old structure.

back to see us,” said Pier 101 general manager Halee Brinson.

“It was definitely exciting to be back open.”
In May 2021, the “apron” portion of the Folly Beach Pier,
including the gift shop, observation deck and beach access,

Pier 101, at 101 East Arctic Ave., serves lunch and dinner from

reopened after nearly seven months of construction.

12 to 8 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday.

Ashley Black, son Clay Black, 15, and husband Claiborne Black enjoy lunch at

Kimberly and Eddie Kenney have drinks at Pier 101 Restaurant & Bar

Pier 101 Restaurant & Bar on the Folly Beach Pier on March 23, 2022, in Folly Beach.

on the Folly Beach Pier on March 23, 2022, in Folly Beach. Staff Grace

Staff Grace Beahm Alford gbeahm@postandcourier.com

Beahm Alford gbeahm@postandcourier.com
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Charleston Co. Parks in need of lifeguards
by: Kevon Dupree Posted: Apr 22, 2022 / 07:10 PM EDT
ISLE OF PALMS, S.C. (WCBD) – Charleston County Parks says

all people have that talent to be the best swimmer. So, I think

the number of lifeguards they have is way down and now,

it’s just really important because anything can happen at

they’re doing all they can to increase that number before

anytime, and if you swim near a lifeguard, you’re safe.”

summer arrives and beach and pool season is in full swing.
Charleston County Parks say they are on the lookout for lifeguards.

Charleston County Parks says they make sure all of their lifeguards are highly trained before patrolling the waters.
“On the waterpark-pool side,” Lavoie said. “They’ll have to go

“We’re definitely in a shortage of lifeguards,” Charleston

through a 16-hour course. Typically, it’s spread across three

County Parks safety program coordinator Kari Lavoie said.

days, so we’ll do Friday, Saturday and Sunday. On the ocean

“We’re looking for as many as we can get.”

rescue side, they’ve got about 48 hours of training that they
have to put in, plus a 40-hour medical responder course that

Charleston County Parks is looking for people 16 and up who

they have to take.”

are committed to helping swimmers stay safe in the ocean and

pool.

They also say being a Charleston County lifeguard comes with
great benefits.

“Ocean rescue guards do have a prerequisite swim test and a
run that they have to do prior to employment,” Lavoie said.

“The ocean rescue lifeguards,” Lavoie said. “Their starting pay

“The waterpark and pool lifeguards don’t have that

is at $16 an hour. The waterpark and pool lifeguards are at $14

requirement.”

an hour. We pay for all of their certifications, so the lifeguards
get paid to be at training while we’re teaching them how to do

Lavoie says lifeguards are essential to ensuring a safe and fun

their job.”

summer for everyone in the water.
Charleston County Parks will be hosting a job fair for lifeguards
“The biggest thing is anything can happen at anytime,” she

this Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at James Island County

said. “Anything can happen to the best of swimmers and not

Park.

CHARLESTON COUNTY NEWS

Charleston County designing ‘Parks and Rec for All’ plan
by: Chase Laudenslager l Posted: Apr 28, 2022 / 04:03 PM EDT

CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCBD) – The Charleston County Parks and
Recreation
Commission
is
crafting
a
10-year
comprehensive plan to ensure all parks and facilities are
inclusive and cater to the needs of the community.

satisfaction and priorities for a wide range of park and
recreation services.” Residents who are not randomly
selected will be able to fill out surveys online or at
workshops.

The 2033: Parks and Recreation for ALL (PARFA) plan “will
develop implementation strategies for making our parks,
facilities, and recreational programming more resilient,
relevant, accessible, connected, and equitable as our county
grows and changes,” according to Charleston County Parks
Executive Director, David Bennett.

A series of six workshops will be held throughout Charleston
County between June 27 and July 1.

Citizens are encouraged to participate surveys and
workshops, which will identify priorities, needs, and ideas to
be realized over the next decade.
In May, Charleston County will mail out 4,000 surveys to
randomly-selected residents asking them “about their level of

The county is also planning to get the public involved through
additional “targeted community-scale workshops; pop-upstyle information stations; and focus group meetings with
community advocacy groups, existing and potential public and
non-profit
partners,
park
and
recreation-oriented
businesses, mobility and accessibility advocacy groups, and
cultural and natural resource agencies and organizations.”

Click here for more information on the program.

Site of Stono Rebellion preserved for historical interpretation, public access
By Adam Parker aparker@postandcourier.com l Apr 30, 2022
Fifty years later, the cooperative is barely active. The property
is protected by a locked gate, and is only noticeable from the
highway because of two billboards and a couple of dilapidated
structures. This spring, the land was sold for a little more than
$1.6 million — the first step in its transformation from a
dormant tract of land into a public site.
Two histories will be recounted there, and visitors will have
access to the creek.
The project is spearheaded by the Lowcountry Land Trust and
Lacuna Corp., with essential help from the Charleston County
Greenbelt Program.
Stono Rebellion Site Curtis Site Entrance: Curtis Inabinett is
pictured with his van on April 20, 2022, at the entrance to a
property along Savannah Highway near Ravenel that was both the
site where the Stono Rebellion began and a place for Black farmers
to sell their goods. By Henry Taylor htaylor@postandcourier.com

RANTOWLES — When a group of Black farmers bought this
property in the 1970s, they didn’t know its historical
importance.

It has been essential to move fast, said David Ray, the trust’s
chief conservation officer. The property is zoned general/
commercial, sits on a bluff adjacent to deep water, and is
located not very far south of Charleston’s city boundary. Real
estate developers have shown an interest in it, but project
leaders have other ideas, Ray said.
The Land Trust will place a conservation easement on the
property to prevent any commercial or residential

They didn’t know about the remains of the brick cellar that
dated to the early 1700s. They didn’t know that this was the
site of the raid on Hutchinson’s Store, during which a group of
escaped slaves armed themselves. They didn’t know that this
was where the Stono Rebellion began.
All they knew was that they needed a centrally located place
to set up an agricultural operation that included a distribution
center and marketplace.
The Sea Islands Small Farmers Cooperative was formed in the
late 1960s by farmers on five sea islands who came together
to pool resources and find creative ways to expand their
reach. Before long, the cooperative consisted of 104 farmers
who controlled, collectively, about 1,400 acres of arable land
and gathered weekly at this site along Savannah Highway that
butts up against Wallace Creek to do business.

STONO REBELLION SITE: The S.C. Sea Islands Small Farmers
Cooperative purchased this property in the early 1970s for use
as an agricultural depot. An effort now is underway to convert
it into a public park. (SOURCE: ESRI) Brandon Lockett/Staff

Stono preserved for public access — continued

built, Ray said.
The old brick cellar would be protected and explained, and the
history of the site conveyed with interpretive signage or by
other means.
“The story of the Stono Rebellion can be told very well from
this place,” Ray said. “The other story to tell is of the
cooperative itself.”
The Farmers Cooperative

Stono Rebellion Site Billboard Background: A large billboard, one of
two on the property that belonged to the Sea Islands Small Farmers
Cooperative, generated needed income that helped the farmers pay
property taxes. Ravenel Town Administrator Mike Hemmer told the
Charleston County Greenbelt committee recently that developers had
expressed interest in the property, and he endorsed an effort to
protect it for public use. By Henry Taylor htaylor@postandcourier.com

development, Ray said. It has worked with Lacuna to secure
the tract and is planning to transfer the deed to Charleston

County Parks, which already manages historic properties
nearby, including the Caw Caw Interpretive Center, Meggett
County Park, Johns Island County Park and the Stono River
County Park.
The team applied for a Greenbelt grant that would reimburse
Lacuna. The Greenbelt subcommittee and Charleston County
Finance Committee approved the arrangement, and County
Council voted in favor of it on April 26.
Ray said the new park would provide access to the river for
paddlers and anglers, and the green space could eventually
feature community gardening, a farmers market and more.
A couple of large sheds, one of which is severely damaged,
would be removed or repaired, and an old house on the
property would need extensive renovation due to termite
damage. It could serve as a visitor center that includes
bathrooms and site information. No new structures would be

When Curtis Inabinett got out of the military in 1957, he
settled in Charleston County and started teaching vocational
agriculture at Baptist Hill High School on Yonges Island. In the
late 1960s, he and the county’s other two agriculture teachers,
Cleveland Mott and William Richardson, decided to join the
Federation of Southern Cooperatives in order to assist local
Black farmers struggling to gain a foothold in markets that
would broaden their reach.
With assistance from Rural Missions, the trio of teachers organized farmers on James, Johns, Wadmalaw, Yonges and Edisto
islands, and used a large shed located near the corner of Main
Road and Maybank Highway as a production facility. Local
farmers would deliver their produce to the site, where it
would be graded, packed and shipped.
Inabinett and others traveled up and down the Eastern
Seaboard, even crossing the border into Canada, to find new
markets.
As the operation grew, the farmers needed a better
production and distribution site, and in the early 1970s they
noticed a “For Sale” sign posted on the property off U.S.
Highway 17 near Wallace Creek. It was a desirable location,
but there was a problem: The Ku Klux Klan liked to meet there.
If the would-be buyers revealed they were Black, surely their
offer would be rejected.
So they tasked their attorney with handling the transaction
Inabinett said. The seller, located in Florida, agreed to the

Stono preserved for public access — continued

depot with a parking shed and other amenities. During the
process of grading the land, they came across an underground
brick structure. Contained inside were shards of pottery, crude
tools and some broken smoking pipes made of stone.
They had happened upon the cellar of what surely was
Hutchinson’s Store.
This was the place raided in 1739 by a group of escaped slaves
who killed the White shop owners and appropriated a cache of
weapons and ammunition. This was where the Stono Rebellion
started.
Stono Rebellion Site Daisies: Daisies bloom on April 20,
2022, between the remains of the brick cellar and a
structure that once served as a pavilion for Black farmers
to sort and distribute produce on property they owned
near Ravenel.
By Henry Taylor htaylor@postandcourier.com

arrangement, and a deposit was paid to remove the property
from the real estate market. At the closing, the seller
discovered who she was dealing with, for several of the Black
farmers showed up, and she reneged.
But contracts had been signed and money had changed hands,
so her attorney advised her that she could not legally refuse to
sell — and she relented.
The first Saturday after the closing, some of the farmers visited
the property for the first time and were confronted by an
angry group of White people hurling epithets.
A spokesperson for the farmers suggested the group find out
who owns this tract. “This is ours, and we are asking you to
leave,” he said.
As the angry White people made their way toward the exit,
arguing and cursing, the Black farmers took down the charred
wooden cross.

Eventually, enough money was earned to upgrade the farmers

The Stono Rebellion
Jemmy, a literate slave who likely was from the Congo, led the
uprising, which began with 20 men on a Sunday morning in
early September. Already the Charleston area was
predominantly Black, and this was cause for concern among
White planters and governors. The Security Act passed by the
South Carolina Colonial Assembly in August required all White
men to attend church armed, though the measure wouldn’t
take effect until late in September. Nevertheless, some
scholars surmise that Jemmy and his cohort were less likely to
encounter resistance if they launched their escape effort while
their masters were attending services.

How new development in Cainhoy threatens historic burial
grounds
The goal was to march south to Spanish Florida, which
promised freedom to fugitive slaves. Along the way, the group
recruited more participants, or perhaps strong-armed them
into joining the rebellion, until there were as many as 80 men.
For 15 miles or so, they marched, waving a banner on which
the word “Liberty” was written. They burned several
plantations and killed perhaps 25 White people. As word got
out, White residents formed militias to confront the freedom
seekers near the Edisto River.

Stono preserved for public access — continued

A historical marker describing the Stono Rebellion that Curtis
Inabinett and the Sea Islands Small Farmers Cooperative
lobbied for was erected near the old farmers’ depot in 2006.
“We had no idea that we had bought the property where the
1739 slave revolt had occurred,” Inabinett said. “For all the
years the farmers owned the property, they protected that
structure.”
Thanks to an effort by the Sea Islands Small Farmers Cooperative, a historic marker was erected at the site. The unveiling
was on Sept. 9, 2006 — the same date the rebellion started.
Stono Rebellion Site Curtis Hutchinsons Cellar: Ninety-year-old
Curtis Inabinett on April 20, 2022, describes the history of the
site beside Wallace Creek, which includes the remains of a brick
cellar that likely was part of Hutchinson’s Store, where the Stono
Rebellion began on Sept. 9, 1739. Wallace Creek is a tributary of
the Stono River. By Henry Taylor htaylor@postandcourier.com

Most of the fugitives were killed; those who survived the
onslaught were sold off. It was the largest slave revolt of the
North American colonies.
The Stono Rebellion prompted a harsh response from the
White authorities in charge of the colonies. Slavers were
penalized for requiring their enslaved laborers to work
excessively and for meting out corporal punishment
considered too brutal. They launched an effort to teach
Christian doctrine to enslaved people, though they were careful about which Bible stories to convey.
The Assembly passed a harsh new law: The Negro Act of 1740
required that the ratio of Blacks to Whites on plantations
could not exceed 10 to 1, and it prohibited enslaved people
from assembling in groups, earning money, growing their own
food, or learning to read. It also empowered White colonists
to detain and punish enslaved people in transit if they carried
no official pass.

The artifacts recovered from the cellar now are displayed at
the Charleston Museum.
Protecting history
The farmers’ operation worked well until Hurricane Hugo
plowed through the Lowcountry in 1989, damaging almost
everything in its path, including structures on the farmers’
property, and disrupting business.
Then a final blow came down when, about a decade later,
Charleston County rescinded the land’s agricultural
designation because the property had neither a minimum of
5 acres of open land that could be used for agricultural
production nor a minimum of 5 acres of timberland.
Suddenly, the property taxes went up to around $15,000 a
year, Inabinett said.
The farmer’s depot was generating no significant income back
then, so the cooperative’s members scrambled to come up
with the money. They started to rent the big shed to a
cucumber producer based in North Carolina. They charged a
small fee to those participating in an occasional farmers
market. They sold cut flowers. And they signed a contract with
Adams Outdoor Advertising to erect two billboards on the
grounds.

Stono preserved for public access — continued

County Election Commission, a member of Ravenel Town
Council and then mayor, a member of the S.C. House of Representatives, and a member of Charleston County Council.

Stono Rebellion Site Historical Marker: A historical marker describing the
Stono Rebellion that Curtis Inabinett and the Sea Islands Small Farmers
Cooperative lobbied for was erected near the old farmers’ depot in 2006.
By Henry Taylor htaylor@postandcourier.com

For 20 years, they managed to fulfill their financial obligations,
but now all the other founding farmers are dead, and the heirs
have little interest in the property, Inabinett said.

During a visit to the old depot site, he recounted how two
freshwater wells were dug to provide irrigation; how the
farmers tried to grow grapes until deer and other animals
decimated their crop; how the old house was brought there
and used as an office, replacing a trailer that had been
positioned by the tree line; how trucks once backed up to the
big distribution shed; how numbers attached to the chain-link
fence referred to assigned parking spaces rented by local
farmers selling produce; how Hugo knocked down a big tree,
which crushed a corner of the shed.
The history of this place runs deep.
“You don’t know how thankful I am that this property will be
here for generations,” Inabinett said.

Mike McShane, president of Lacuna and chairman of the S.C.
Conservation Bank, said the purpose of his company is to
protect historically significant properties from commercial and
residential development. Since the private sector tends to
move more quickly than government agencies, Lacuna is
buying time so that a permanent solution can be found.
The company covered the cost of land surveys, appraisals,
environmental studies and closing costs, investing around
$100,000 into the project that it won’t get back, McShane
said.
It’s well worth it, he said. The site’s value is immeasurable,
given its history and access to the water.
“No one will remember the price, they will remember the
protection,” he said.
Inabinett, 90, has had a long career in public service — he was
the first African American member of the the Charleston

Stono Rebellion Site Structures Window: A view from the window of a
building that served as the office for Black farmers who owned this
property, pictured April 20, 2022. To the left is a storage shed made of
cedar, and to the right a dilapidated structure where produce and other
goods once were sold. By Henry Taylor htaylor@postandcourier.com

Artist's Folly Beach mural aims to bring awareness to protecting Folly Shorebirds
by Charistin Clark Monday, April 25th 2022
FOLLY BEACH, S.C. (WCIV) — Tennyson Corley has been an

She hopes highlighting this specific area and bringing attention

artist for over a decade. But she's never had her artwork

to how humans are destroying these areas will make a lasting

displayed- until now.

impact.

Her Folly shorebirds cutout mural on Folly Beach is aimed at

"It just feels good being able to kind of put in motion a way to

bringing awareness to human disturbance to the ecosystem.

protect certain species and then hopefully it trickles down and
people vacationing see that they can do something in their

Corley began this project just after the start of the new year.
"In January, the South Carolina Audubon posted a call for art

own area as well to help protect their environment and the
species that call the place home," she said.

and it had been on my bucket list for a while to actually do a

The cutout mural will be on display at Folly Beach’s Lighthouse

mural for the Audubon Society. And, I applied and I got it," she

Inlet Heritage Preserve until July.

said.
If you head out and take a picture with the mural, be sure to
The initiative behind the mural- to save Folly shorebirds.
"The population of shorebirds has been declining due to environmental issues ... They nest on the beach there and their
eggs are so small that they can easily be stepped on," Corley
said.

post it using the hashtag #shorebirdstars.

Contestants tell us what they like about our County Parks
By Stephanie Harvin Special to the Moultrie News l Apr 12, 2022

As the grand finale to the Moultrie News series on our
Charleston County Parks, we asked readers to share their
opinions with us (and possibly win a Yeti cooler and an annual
Gold Pass to the parks). Sponsored by Palmetto Islands County
Park, the contest gave us opinions that were as varied as our
parks system, but several stood out.
The parks with the most facilities and events are the most
popular. People love the the trails at Palmetto Islands County
Park for biking and walking, the Christmas lights at James
Island County Park, and the beach access at the Isle of Palms.
In their opinions, though, the most mentioned amenity was

the incredible access to marsh views and nature. Some readers
shared that they were regulars to parks, especially the ones in
their neighborhood. Most treasured the peace and quiet they
find in the more passive parks like the Pitt Street Bridge and
Caw Caw.
And of course, several mentioned their dogs who had places to
stretch their legs.
Here’s a sampling of their comments:
Palmetto Islands County Park: Very family oriented, with picnic

tables, fun kid areas and plenty of beautiful walking trails! —
Candace Nance
We love the awesome bike paths, and crabbing off the docks.
Our kids have been able to grow with the park from playing on

The observation tower is 50 feet high and offers great
views of the park. Catherine Kohn/Staff

the playground when they were tiny, to biking/pedal boating
as teens. — Catherine Lobb

The ever changing Isle of Palms beach can provide sharks
teeth and a beautiful olive shell the next day. No two visits are

Isle of Palms County Park: It has lots of parking and I usually

the same making it fun for the youngest to the oldest to seek

can get in all summer long. I love the beach access, outdoor

new discoveries. — Peggy Tapager

showers and picnic tables. The staff is extremely friendly and I
adore coming back every chance I get. — Belle Conner

What they like about county parks — continued

An ever improving park adjacent to an ecosystem that is beau-

It has the most beautiful trees, and every Christmas they have

tiful and ever evolving. — Steve Reinschmidt

the most wonderful Festival of Lights! It has been a treat for
our family since they started it. I also loved the Splash Zone!

James Island County Park: It has EVERYTHING perfect for a
busy and active family. My children always request going the
JICP whenever we get a chance to get out and have some fun!
— Jennifer Goodall

Festival. — Robert Pharr

Apr 29, 2022
Lauren Collins of Mount Pleasant stands with Moultrie
News editor Kenna Coe next to the Yeti Cooler she won
through the Park Contest sponsored by Palmetto Islands
Collins

is

looking

forward

to

taking the cooler to the beach and county parks with the

Charleston

and had the best staycation ever! I love James Island County

County

Waterfront Park: The scenery is second to none! — Ray
Richards

Park Contest winner receives Yeti Cooler

Park.

and have a blast! I love the Cabins. We stayed several times
Park. — Deirdre Haneman

Great events such as Reggae Nights and Lowcountry Cajun

County

This helped me as a single mom to take my kids safely to swim

Parks

Gold

received as a prize for the contest.

Pass

she

also
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5 Lowcountry nature trails you can explore this weekend
by: Tim Renaud l Posted: Apr 22, 2022 / 01:17 PM EDT

weekend. The trail offers scenic views, plenty of forest area,
and opportunities for bird watching and biking. There are

viewing decks available throughout the trail, which ends with a
dock view of the harbor.
The entrance and parking are located across the street from
the Omar Shrine Temple off Patriots Point Road in Mount
Pleasant.
3 – Sawmill Branch Trail
If you’re not too interested in hiking through the forest, head
to Summerville and enjoy a nice walk or bike ride along the
CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCBD) – With a beautiful weekend on tap,
it’s a great excuse to head outdoors and explore one of the
Lowcountry’s many great nature trails.

Sawmill Branch Trail.
The trail follows the Sawmill Branch Canal and moves through
a wooded area in Summerville, mostly surrounded by

Celebrate Trails Day falls on the fourth Saturday in April and

neighborhoods. The trail begins at Gahagan Road or from the

encourages people to get outside and enjoy the country’s

parking area on Ashley Drive. It includes a 10-foot-wide paved

trails and hiking paths.

trail.

The tri-county is home to beautiful, scenic views. Whether you

4 – Sullivan’s Island Nature Trail

want to explore hiking trails along the beach, through the
forest, or even in your own neighborhood, there is no
shortage of nature trails that you can explore this weekend.
1 – Awendaw Passage – The Palmetto Trail

Head out to Sullivan’s Island for a quick walk near the beach.
The Sullivan’s Island Nature Trail offers an approximately
13-minute walk that is perfect for watching birds or stretching

the legs. It includes sections of boardwalk and footpaths and
has benches and decks to view the surrounding area.

Established in 1994, the Palmetto Trail is South Carolina’s longest pedestrian and bicycle trail spanning the entire state. Local
hikers can hop on the trail in Awendaw and travel from the
Lowcountry to the Upstate. It includes myriad passages and

You can find the path right off Atlantic Street near Station 16.
5 – Charleston County Parks

levels of difficulties. There are specific paths and loops you can

Each of Charleston County’s beautiful parks offers trails and

take if you do not feel like hiking a long distance.

loops that you can enjoy during a sunny afternoon; Head to

2 – Patriots Point Nature Trail
If you’re a beginner hiker or just want to enjoy some time
outside, the Patriots Point Nature Trail is an ideal hike this

North Charleston to visit Wannamaker North Trail, James
Island County Perimeter Trail, Laurel Hill County Park, and
Meggett County Park offer easy treks for the whole family.

Have a safe trip to the beach and check traffic with the Beach Reach app
Apr 14, 2022
With beach season just around the corner, many locals and
tourists will soon flock to our local beaches. Charleston County
Parks encourages all beachgoers to familiarize themselves with
important tips and practices to have an enjoyable and safe
time at the beaches of the Lowcountry.
The Beach Reach app, which was developed by the BerkeleyCharleston-Dorchester Council of Governments, is a fantastic
resource to make planning a beach trip as easy as possible.
Download the Beach Reach app to monitor live beach traffic
cameras and to get information on parking and local rules and
policies.
And check to see what hours you can bring your dog. Dogs on
the beach have restricted hours during the spring and summer
months. Violations can carry a hefty ticket.

tips. Guests should always
observe and obey all lifeguard commands, warning
flags and signs.
Parents are strongly
advised to keep watch on
their children at all times.
Charleston County Parks
recommends
that
parents
teach
their
children to always look
for the lifeguards in the
event that they get
separated from their
parents or caregiver.

Isle of Palms County Park provides
good amenities and an easy walk
out to the ocean. Kenna Coe/Staff

To make the most of a beach outing, guests are advised to
arrive at the beach parks early or later in the day during the
summer. Mornings and late afternoons are great times to take
in the scenic Carolina coastline. Weekends tend to be the
busiest times for the beach parks, but nice weather weekdays
and long holiday weekends have the potential to become very
busy as well.

Parents should report missing children to the lifeguard staff
immediately so that the search process can begin. Taking a
photo of your child when you arrive at the beach can help with
the search in the event your child becomes lost.

CCPRC also strongly encourages guests to carpool to our beach
parks to help maximize parking availability. Have payment
ready to help reduce wait times at park gates and be sure to
only use one parking spot.

It is also essential for beach-goers to learn how to identify rip
currents and be able to escape from them. Rip currents are
identified by choppy and different colored water, a break in a
wave pattern or foam and seaweed moving out towards the
sea. Charleston County Parks advises swimmers not to panic or
swim against the current if you are caught in one. The best
way to escape is to swim parallel to the shoreline and swim
back to the shore in a diagonal direction to move away from
the rip current. In addition, swimmers are urged to wave to
get the lifeguards’ attention so they can assist in a rescue.

The Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission
(CCPRC) operates Folly Beach County Park (FBCP), Isle of Palms
County Park (IOPCP) and Kiawah Beachwalker Park (BWP), and
also offers lifeguards seasonally on the beach near the Folly
Beach Pier (from 2nd Street East to 3rd Street West).
Charleston County Parks’ beach parks all offer seasonally
lifeguarded areas each summer. Even with highly trained
lifeguard staff on hand, it is crucial for beach-goers to
familiarize themselves with important beach and water safety

For a schedule of when lifeguards will be on duty this summer,
check back to CharlestonCountyParks.com.

When storms arise at the beach, lightning strikes are possible.
If lightning is spotted, all visitors to the area should seek
appropriate shelter.

EVENTS

Mount Pleasant Pier’s Cast Off Fishing Tournament series kicks off May
April 13, 2022 By Holy City Sinner
By: Charleston County Parks

This year, anglers of all ages and experience levels are invited

Tournament registration fees are $10 for ages 13 and up, $9

to catch fish, fun, and prizes at the Mount Pleasant Pier’s

for members of the military, $8 for seniors and ages 12 and

Cast Off Fishing Tournament series. The Mount Pleasant Pier

under, and $5 for fishing pass holders. No preregistration is

will offer four tournaments this year, on May 7th, June 4th,

required. On-site registration for tournaments begins at the

Sept. 3rd and Oct. 15th.

opening time of the tournament.
Adult chaperones are required for ages 15 and under.
Tournaments are held rain or shine. Anglers are only eligible to
win in one category.
The Mount Pleasant Pier offers everything an expert or a
novice needs, including equipment rentals, tackle and frozen

bait, plus knowledgeable staff to offer tips. While there, be
sure to check out the River Watch Cafe & Gift Shop for
handspun milkshakes, smoothies and craft sandwiches.
Unique Lowcountry and nautical gifts are also for sale in the
shop.
For details on the Cast Off Fishing Tournaments, call the
Mount

Pleasant

Pier

CharlestonCountyParks.com.
Located at the foot of the Ravenel Bridge, the Mount Pleasant
Pier opened in 2009 and offers fishing on the Charleston
Harbor. The pier is built on pilings from the old Silas N.
Pearman Bridge, which have become a haven for many types
of fish including red drum, spotted sea trout, flounder and
sheepshead.
The May 7th and June 4th tournaments will run from 6 am to 2
pm. The Sept. 3rd and Oct. 15th tournaments will be held from
7 am to 2 pm. All four tournaments will offer prizes in the
categories of 3 Biggest Fish, Youth, and Aggregate Weight of 5
Fish.

at

843-762-9946

or

visit

Q&A with writer Herb Frazier
Mary Regan l Apr 6, 2022

Shari Stauch of Main Street Reads referred me to Herb Frazier,
formerly with The Post and Courier and other South dailies. He

is now special projects editor at the Charleston City Paper.
Frazier wrote “Behind God’s Back: Gullah Memories of
Cainhoy, Huger, Wando, St. Thomas Island and Daniel Island”
and co-wrote “We Are Charleston: Tragedy and Triumph at
Mother Emanuel” with Dr. Bernard Edwards Powers, Jr., and
Marjory Wentworth. His latest — “Ukweli: Searching for
Healing Truth, South Carolina Writers and Poets Examine
American Racism” — is a compilation of 47 top writer’s works
released by Evening Post Books. He will have a book signing at
Main Street Reads, 3-5 p.m. on April 10.

Regan: What led to your latest book?

R: How did your first book, “Behind God’s Back: Gullah
Memories,” come about?
F: In 2005, while I was at The Post and Courier, the Coastal
Community Foundation asked me to go over to the Huger/
Cainhoy/Daniel Island area to do a 75-page historical sketch to
document the African American experience there. The people
who remained saw a spike in development after the Mark
Clark Expressway (I-526) opened in 1992 to connect North
Charleston to Mount Pleasant. It was bringing people to the
area. The foundation wanted this book to not only be a gift to
the longtime residents, but it would also tell newcomers about
the area’s history. It took me five years to write it as there was

so much material. There were still stories I was not able to tell.
The title was chosen because people there who live in a some-

Frazier: A five-part lecture and poetry series, “Ukweli – In

what isolated area in lower Berkeley County before the Mark

Search of Healing Truth” organized by Poet Horace Mungin at

Clark highway opened said they live behind God’s back.

McLeod Plantation Historic Site on James Island. This began in
early 2020, was interrupted by the pandemic and resumed and

R: You have been around the world and are a member of

concluded in the fall of 2020. Horace wanted to name it Black

the Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor Commission.

History for White People Only but settled on the Ukweli title —

What is a memorable highlight?

the Swahili word for truth. He felt White Americans misunderstand or they simply ignore Black history altogether. He
approached McLeod with the series idea that would take an
essay and pair it with a poem to stimulate a conversation. He
recruited five people, including me, to bring about this public
dialogue. Horace called me in late 2020 and said that
Middleton Place invited him to bring one of the Ukweli presentations there. This went over so well at McLeod and now that
Middleton was interested, I thought, let’s capture this magic in
a bottle and do a book! We reached out to a range of essayists
and poets on the Black experience in America. We started
working on the book in early 2021. Evening Post Books
published “Ukweli” because it was familiar with his lecture and
poetry series at McLeod.

F: There were many, but when I went to Sierra Leone, I found
the foods to be similar to the food here, like red rice and so
forth. In The Gambia (within Senegal), I saw baskets that

looked just like our sweetgrass baskets. While there are at
least 11 languages there, the one common language is Krio
which sounds somewhat like the Gullah language. That was
noted in 1988 when then-Sierra Leone’s President Joseph Saidu Momoh came to visit the Penn Center in St. Helena Island
and he heard the people speak Gullah. He was amazed at how
similar the two languages were. In 1989, people from the
Gullah area and Georgia visited Sierra Leone. An SC-ETV
documentary, Family Across the Sea, talks about this event.
R: The audio book of “We Are Charleston: Tragedy and

writer Herb Frazier — continued

Triumph at Mother Emanuel” was movingly narrated by the
late actor Barry Scott. How was that writing experience for

you?
F: It gave me an opportunity to write about growing up in the

For more information


scpress.org/oral-history/frazier/



evepostbooks.com/product/ukweli-searching-for-healingtruth/

neighborhood around the church. I had a pleasant childhood
in a very difficult time in the city’s history. It was segregated
during the Jim Crow laws. I grew up in public housing in the



LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/herb-frazier-2a055113/

Ansonborough part of Charleston. I was fairly protected from
the segregation as I was in a Black neighborhood and went to
a Black school and church. The “triumph” part of the title was
due to people forgiving the shooter. In the city’s history, the
city tried to suppress Black people’s ability to hold church, but
they did so anyway. The original Emanuel church was located
at Hanover and Reid streets, but it was burned in the early
1800s. One of the leaders of the early church was Denmark
Vesey who was alleged to have organized a slave revolt
inspired by the Haitian Revolution.
R: You are working on “Sleeping with the Ancestors, Slave
Dwellings Matter” (co-written with Joseph McGill). When
will that be released through Hachette Book Group?
F: It’s about Joe McGill’s travels around the country starting in
2010 at the Magnolia Plantation & Gardens where he is the

history consultant. It was there that he kicked off the “Slave to
Freedom Tour” where he began to travel the U.S. by sleeping
in slave dwellings. He has spent over 150 nights in 25 states
and continues to do so to bring attention to the need to
preserve these structures to tell the full story of American history.
R: Will you continue writing historical-based books?
F: The next two after “Sleeping with the Ancestors” will be
about my travels as I have gone to over 25 countries that I
would like to highlight, and another future book will be about

a local person.

“UKWELI: Searching for Healing Truth” is a compilation of 45 essays
and poems that tell the truth about Charleston’s racist past with an
effort to foster dialogue that leads to true healing. Provided

My family attended the Palmetto Park Jam event this past weekend and had a wonderful time.
Thank you to everyone who organized and helped run the event.
We’d happily go to a concert at the park every month if it was an option.
Palmetto Park Jam Participant – Palmetto Islands County Park

I just wanted to write to say what a historical treasure you have in the McLeod Plantation Historic Site and
how appreciative I am for my experience there. I visited McLeod with two friends last weekend (Sunday the 10th).
We were visiting Charleston from out of state and it was very important to us that if we visited a plantation property,
it be somewhere that recognized the history and realities of slavery that took place there.
How fortunate we were to find McLeod. What made this different from any other historical site I've been to
was how the history is still being uncovered and staff are making a conscious effort to find and assemble that history.
I'd love to go back in a few years and see who else's stories you've discovered.
Our tour guide, Kit (or Kat? - I didn't quite catch it, I'm sorry) was incredibly generous with her time
and hung around after the last tour of the day to answer all our questions about the property
and her related academic research. It was awesome to talk with people so clearly passionate about what they do.
Please pass my thanks on to them and everyone else involved with the preservation of this important site.
I'll remember what I learned there for a long time.
McLeod Plantation Group Tour Participant – McLeod Plantation Historic Site

I learned so much! I love the bird walks. Our guide was so kind and professional. VERY well educated and knowledgeable.
To see a bald eagle on the nest with the high-powered scope-unforgettable!
A cacophony of bird tweets and trills. I can’t wait to go back!
Early Morning Bird Walk at Caw Caw Participant – Caw Caw Interpretive Center

I appreciated Joel's call ahead of time reminding me of the event and giving information about equipment, etc.
His enthusiasm for the program plus the knowledge and skill of the instructors Fern and Butch made the event so much fun!
I wasn't sure if I would be that interested in pickleball, but now can't wait to come back
and bring my husband to learn to play also. A+
Pickle Ball Clinic Participant – Schroder Community Center

It was fun and informative. Instructors were engaging and offered helpful tips.
They challenged us with unique targets that required us to use our intellect.
I enjoyed session and look forward to the next one.
Family Archery Participant – Johns Island County Park

•

Charleston County Parks Recreation Programming Staff were recently contacted by St. Johns High School (Johns Island, SC)
about providing a challenge course teambuilding experience for their freshmen students. Unfortunately, the cost for the
program was too expensive for the school. You may remember, we have been encouraging CCPRC staff to request funding
through the Charleston County Parks Foundation when situations like this occur. The Foundation began implementing the
CCPRC staff requests and Foundation Board approval procedure when we received the Chick-Fil-A grant in 2021.
The freshman class was split to accommodate
the entire class on April 21 and April 27, (60
students

per

session-

approximately

120

students total). Teachers at St. Johns have goals
to focus on enhancing the student’s core values
of Being Kind, Doing Your Best Work, and
Making Good Choices, all while having fun of
course!

•

The Charleston County Parks Foundation Board recently voted to approve additional funding for a CCPRC Community
Recreation Football Coaching Clinic called “Tip of the Spear” for the communities of Baptist Hill and St. Johns. Tip of the Spear

exists to help foster the growth of football through educational and technical programs to increase player safety and
performance. The program will provide a unique training experience for nearly 30 coaches and 150 children!

•

The Charleston County Parks Foundation Sunset Harbor Cruise will be June 4, 2022 aboard the Charleston Princess. Tickets are
now available via the CCPRC website and are $95 per person. The purchase of a ticket includes live music, hors’oeuvres, drinks
and charming views of the Charleston Harbor. Please join us from 7pm-9pm!

•

The Charleston County Parks Foundation Board recently voted to approve additional funding for a new Junior Lifeguard
Program at West County Aquatic Center. The program is similar to existing CCPRC Junior Lifeguard Programs at Folly and Isle of
Palms. Participants will work on swimming skills and how to become a lifeguard, helping to enhance the swimming cultural
being created in Hollywood, SC.

•

With the swimming season upon us, water safety and drowning prevention is at the forefront of everyone’s mind, and is a key
initiative for the Charleston County Parks Foundation and The Genesis Swim Safety Committee. The Committee’s vision is to
eliminate the number of drownings in Charleston County by
providing access to pools in the rural communities for
swimming instruction, water safety classes and recreational
programming. The Swim Lessons Saves Lives Campaign
(formerly Swim For It) is designed to generate awareness and
support for the Genesis Swim Safety Fund by soliciting a
donation at the gate of each waterpark/WCAC and the
concession areas of the beach parks during the months from
May - September. The donations collected during this campaign
will help provide scholarships for season passes, swimming
instruction and recreation at our pools and waterparks.
The campaign officially starts on May 21 and runs until Labor
Day.

Spring Programming Highlights
Students and teachers are back in the parks participating in field trips this spring. One bright spot this year is the rollout of the inperson portion of the Charleston County Parks Foundation supported Title I field trips. During the pandemic, the Education team
pivoted to virtual field programming, but schools are traveling again and students are able to learn through firsthand
experiences in our parks. Morningside Middle school received one of the Foundation-funded field trips and educator Maria

Gurovich shared, “I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you for the outstanding program you led with our students from
Morningside Middle School today. We had a wonderful time.”
In addition to Morningside Middle, Springfield Elementary, Minnie Hughes Elementary, Stono Park Elementary, Saint JamesSantee Elementary, and Mt. Zion Elementary have been selected to receive Foundation-funded field trips. The support of the
Foundation allows schools to link classroom lessons with real world environmental science without the worry of expenses
associated with travel or fees. This support will impact the lives of hundreds of students this school year.
Natural History Interpretation is making the most of
the spring season in the natural world. Every week
holds opportunities for individuals to participate in a
bird walk or join a topical public nature program. This
team is also visiting parks to educate guests about
charismatic megafauna, like alligators, and encourage
appropriate stewardship practices through the roving
interpretation program.

Interpretation at McLeod Plantation Historic Site is experiencing some
of the largest numbers seen in several years. March attendance
numbers were similar to pre-pandemic levels with 3,547 individuals
attending a daily tour. April is shaping up to be a busy month as well
and could even see higher attendance because of spring break travel,
the Poetry at McLeod program, and the implementation of a new
interpretive tour contract with national tour company Diamond Tours.

Cajun Festival
After a two-year hiatus due to COVID-19, the Lowcountry Cajun Festival was held on Saturday, April 9. This was the
first year the festival was held on a Saturday and separate from the Bridge Run and Flowertown Festival weekend.
This was also the first year we discontinued using tickets to purchase food and beer, which was well received by
vendors and patrons. The event was a great success with 7,420 people in attendance! We had 19 food vendors, many

of which sold authentic Cajun cuisine, and 24 craft vendors.
Attendees danced away to three bands including Shrimp City Slim Swamp All-Stars, Johnny Ace & Sidewalk Zydeco,
and the headlining band from Louisiana CJ Chenier & The Red-Hot Louisiana Band. The always popular Crawfish
Eating Contest drew a large crowd, and the winner ate 36 crawfish in just 30 seconds. It was a great day and lots of
fun was had by all who attended!

Palmetto Park Jam
On March 26, Grateful Dead fans came out to Palmetto Islands County Park to enjoy a beautiful day with local tribute
band, The Reckoning. Opening band, Mac Calhoun and David Sink, kicked off day in the large meadow while guests
enjoyed beer, wine, and local food truck fare. The event was a great success with 966 people in attendance and 239
tickets were sold at $50 per car.

Come hone your survival skills and sense of direction
on the Compass Course at Laurel Hill County Park. The
compass course was designed and recently installed
by Eagle Scout candidate Hunter Sutcliffe of Troop
529. Hunter sought to install a compass course as
orienteering is a scout badge and there are no publicly
accessible courses in the Charleston area.
According to 4orienteering.com, “orienteering is a
competitive form of land navigation. The activity is for
all ages and degrees of fitness and skills and it
provides the suspense and excitement of a treasure
hunt. The object of orienteering is to locate control
points by using a map and compass to navigate through the woods.”
You will need a compass or a phone with a compass and we also recommend taking some drinking water and bug
repellent. Other than paying the per person park admission fee, there is no additional fee to use the course. Both
the beginner and advanced compass courses start and finish by the open-air shelter adjacent to the oak alley.
For further information, please visit ccprc.com/compass.

We are grateful to Hunter for choosing Laurel Hill

County Park for his Eagle Scout Project and appreciate Roger Greer, Steve Nehls, Adam Ronan and Lisa White’s
assistance bringing this project to fruition.

Surf School training for returning and new Ocean Rescue Lifeguards
was held at Folly Beach County Park over Easter weekend.
Charleston County EMS assisted in providing additional training on a
variety of medical scenarios.

Isle of Palms County Park was the first site to start ADA training,
reviewing our new ADA railings and accessible parking spots
installed this past winter.

Ocean Rescue Lifeguard Rookie School training was held April 9th
and 10th. It was a very chilly weekend for this important training
but the new lifeguards had great attitudes and worked hard.

Discounted Gold Passes sold through Corporate Online Pass Sales:
• 327 Gold Passes, 76 Super Splash Passes and 23 Basic Splash Passes
• 23 participating companies

April Sponsored Events:
• Lowcountry Cajun Festival: Costco, Boeing Employees’ Credit Union, Leaffilter, Coke, 92.5 Kickin’ Country,

Sun’s Out, T-Mobile, Papa John’s, Paradise RV, SeaCosat Outfitters, Food Lion. All American Gutter, Thurmond
Kirchner & Timbes, and Charleston Animal Society
• Wine Down Wednesday & Toast Under the Oaks: Noble Vines
• Mullet Haul Half & 5K: Costco, Foot Store, Stretch Zone, Camp Gladiator, Java Java, Route Arrows, and Food

Lion
• Starlight Yoga: MalaMaya Bead Co
• Dancing on the Cooper: Guild Mortgage, Dasani, and Sun’s Out
• Yappy Hour at WCP: Presented by: Crews Subaru, Sun’s Out, Coke, Lowcountry Dog Magazine, Pet Supplies

Plus, Charleston Veterinary Referral Center, and Thurmond Kirchner & Timbes

CCPRC Recreation Division Program and Attendance Monthly Report
MARCH 2022 vs MARCH 2021

2022 Attendance
0

0

CAMP

76

209

285

CHALLENGE COURSE

-184

937

753

CLIMBING WALL*

469

894

1,363

COMMUNITY RECREATION

1,844

1,703

3,547

CULTURAL HISTORY

825

45

870

EDUCATION

681

1,069

1,750

-1

180

179

-31

31

0

925

484

1,409

NATURAL HISTORY

-16

95

79

OUTDOOR MISCELLANEOUS

0

5

5

PADDLESPORTS

4,588

5,652

10,240

TOTAL

TOTAL ATTENDANCE FOR PROGRAMS

2021 Attendance
0

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS HEALTH AND WELLNESS INCLUSIVE RECREATION

Variance

2021 Programs Offered

% Implemented 2020

2022 Programs Implemented

2022 Programs Offered

0

0

0%

0

0

CAMP

72%

13

18

33%

2

6

CHALLENGE COURSE

100%

3

3

50%

3

6

CLIMBING WALL

25%

2

8

50%

2

4

COMMUNITY RECREATION

94%

138

147

99%

322

324

CULTURAL HISTORY

100%

3

3

86%

6

7

EDUCATION

100%

3

3

75%

3

4

100%

1

1

100%

1

1

100%

1

1

100%

4

4

80%

24

30

85%

23

27

NATURAL HISTORY

93%

13

14

83%

10

12

OUTDOOR MISCELLANEOUS

17%

1

6

100%

1

1

PADDLESPORTS

86%

202

234

95%

377

396

TOTAL

TOTAL NUMBER OF PUBLIC PROGRAMS OFFERED AND IMPLEMENTED

2021 Programs Implemented
0%

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS HEALTH AND WELLNESS INCLUSIVE RECREATION

% Implemented 2020

2022 Programs Implemented
0

0

CAMP

6

9

15

CHALLENGE COURSE

5

2

7

CLIMBING WALL

0

0

0

COMMUNITY RECREATION

4

4

8

CULTURAL HISTORY

25

4

29

EDUCATION

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

-2

6

4

NATURAL HISTORY

0

0

0

OUTDOOR MISCELLANEOUS

0

0

0

PADDLESPORTS

38

25

63

TOTAL

TOTAL NUMBER OF CUSTOM PROGRAMS IMPLEMENTED**

2021 Programs Implemented

0

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS HEALTH AND WELLNESS INCLUSIVE RECREATION

Variance

*Attendance for the Climbing Wall reflects daily facility attendance as well as program attendance.
**Some departments primarily offer Custom Programs, while others departments rarely offer Custom Programs.

Variance
6%

8,187

YTD 2122
155,097
Attendance

YTD 2021
146,910
Attendance

PICP

19%

111,728

705,196

593,468

JICP

44%

102,602

336,141

233,539

WCP

-20%

-6,042

24,933

30,975

CAW

75%

6,435

14,977

8,542

JoICP

-3%

-5,572

176,207

181,779

FB Pier

5%

12,829

248,575

235,746

MP Pier

6%

4,222

77,439

73,217

BWP

8%

12,825

178,609

165,784

FBCP

38%

59,557

217,421

157,864

IOP

-19%

-424

1854

2278

Bulow

22%

490

2,682

2,192

36%

833

3146

2313

75%

14,049

32,756

18,707

Laurel Hill Old Towne McLeod

-6%

-5,727

85,709

91,436

LIHP

-23%

-7,816

26,310

34,126

SK8

41%

1,966

6,809

4,843

WCAC

-44%

-18,007

23,194

41,201

Stono River

Total Facility Attendance 21-22 vs. 20-21

%

Variance

11,034

YTD 2122
19,938
Attendance

YTD 2021
Attendance

Campsites Cottages

124%

8,904

SI

50%

163%

26,160

42,252

16,092

SZ

84%

74%

Marina

164%

64,502

103,739

39,237

WW

158%

101,696

165,929

64,233

TOTAL

%

Variance

YTD 2122
Vehicles

YTD 2021
Vehicles

16%

4,559

32,642

28,083

BWP

-1%

-970

84,086

85,056

FBCP

23%

15,514

82,447

66,933

IOP

11%

19,103

199,175

180,072

TOTAL

%

Variance

YTD 2122
Attendance

YTD 2021
Attendance

---

-

1,730

2,214

---

-

430

608

14%

291,473

2,319,215

2,027,742

all facilities continued

%

80%

61%

TOTAL

YTD 2021
Attendance

82%

W North Trail* Meggett*

YTD 2122
Attendance

Diversity Mission Statement: The Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission will provide high
quality park facilities, programs, and services to the ever-changing community we serve by recruiting, training, and
retaining a qualified and diverse staff.

Digital Marketing Summary
WEBSITE ANALYTICS
Visits

Unique Visitors

267,919

Apr 1, 2022 - Apr 30, 2022

Pageviews

213,021

Bounce Rate

318,300

Top Landing Pages

▼

27.41%

Top Referral Traffic

Page

Pageviews

Source / Medium

▼

Visits

▼

1.

/68/James-Island-Cou…

17,904

1.

(direct) / (none)

137,378

2.

/1447/McLeod-Plantati…

16,417

2.

google / organic

99,082

3.

/

14,884

3.

m.facebook.com / referral

5,872

4.

/137/Lowcountry-Caju…

14,542

4.

ccprc.com / referral

3,954

5.

/1729/Camping-Lodging

13,940

5.

bing / organic

2,894

6.

/1658/Whirlin-Waters

12,080

6.

charlestoncvb.com / referral

2,477

7.

/1434/Campground

11,503

7.

charlestoncountyparks.reserveamerica.co…

2,279

8.

/1737/Wannamaker-C…

11,101

8.

yahoo / organic

1,443

9.

/16/Park-Passes

10,915

9.

l.facebook.com / referral

1,241

10.

/61/Folly-Beach-Count…

7,209

10.

duckduckgo / organic

963

EMAIL MARKETING
Total Emails Sent

396,956

Open Rate

Bounce Rate

50.44%

Campaign Name

Sent

1.

Pier Slice Sale - Sale Open April 20…

2.

Dancing on the Cooper

3.

Lifeguard Recruitment April 2022

4.
5.

Unsubscribe Rate

2.99%

…

Click Through Rate

Bounce Rate

Unsubscribe Rate

3,972

59.3%

12.3%

2.4%

0.1%

19,185

56%

0.9%

3.2%

0.1%

171

55%

0%

0%

0%

April 13, 2022 Weekly Email

47,376

53.3%

2%

3.4%

0.1%

Pitches & Parks - 2022

16,807

53.1%

2.5%

3.4%

0.1%

Top Performing Email Content

Open Rate

0.09%

Digital Marketing Summary
SOCIAL MEDIA
Facebook
People Reached

255,541

Mar 1, 2022 - Mar 31, 2022

Instagram
Engagements

Followers

32,033

Engagements

27,932

3,646

Twitter
Followers

Impressions

8,583

12,255

Engagements

234

Top Performing Posts

PAID SOCIAL MEDIA
Amount Spent (USD)

$1,992.92

People Reached

409,457

Impressions

475,860

Clicks to the Website

5,856

▼

Progress continuing on the diamond head gazebo
and new pilings on the pier walkway
The diamond head portion of the pier is continuing to make good progress. The completed metal framing of the new
gazebo is receiving the wood cladding and roof structure. The contractor started driving pilings for the pier walkway as
construction moves toward shore, which will ultimately connect the diamond head to the apron deck on shore. The

pier construction will continue by removing a portion of the temporary crane platform and replacing it with new piles,
beams, decking and railing, until it is completed. The project is on schedule to finish in the Spring of 2023.

Now that the triple trunks are complete, plans are moving forward to address the breached dike, where a single trunk
had failed, causing the dike failure. This second phase of the project will continue working with Folk Land Management,
our consultant, which are highly specialized in their field due to the low number of dikes and rice trunks operation in
public, and private, spaces today.
The breached trunk and dike has been completely washed out since October 2021. Rice trunk construction practices
prevent replacing a trunk structure in the same location. A new trunk location will need to be identified and the
breached location reinforced and filled with dirt. The rice trunks are integral to the interpretation and land
management at Caw Caw Interpretive Center.

Breached Rice Trunk August 2021

Completely washed out Rice Trunk October 2021

Planning & Development staff assist other divisions with project design and planning. Currently assisting with new
signage at McLeod Plantation Historic Site, new entrance gates at Isle of Palms Beach Park and new signage for
Wannamaker’s meadow restroom. This assistance is a service provided to support park & recreations staff with their
park improvement and maintenance projects.

Recently approved Design Review projects that have received

assistance and are currently out to bid or completed include: Palmetto Islands County Park ADA water fountain and
concrete pad, Folly Beach County Park entrance & gate improvements, and Kiawah Beachwalker Park ADA picnic
table concrete pad.

CCPRC has completed another successful year of
prescribed burning at undeveloped park properties.
Planning & Development, working with its forestry consultants, Sabine & Waters has recently completed successful
prescribed burning at undeveloped/unstaffed park properties. This year, the agency prioritized burns at Spring Grove
Future County Park, Edisto “Red Top” Future County Park, and Meggett County Park. Planning and Park staff took
extra safety precautions at Meggett , since the park is available for public access. Prescribed burns help ensure

undeveloped park forests are healthy by encouraging new habitat and reducing non-native invasive growth. Planning
& Development will work with our forestry consultants to prioritize prescribed burns for the next fiscal year.

