COMMISSIONERS:
Teddy Manos, Chair
Collin Bruner, Vice Chair
Eduardo Curry, Secretary-Treasurer
Dale Aren
Lisa King
Mattese Lecque
Andy Thomas
David Bennett, Executive Director

Commission Update
__________________________________________________________________________________
May 15, 2019
Commission Meeting – Monday, May 20, 2019 - CCPRC Headquarters at 5:30 pm
Commission Meeting Agenda Highlights
Old Business:
Cooper River Marina Update and Action Items
Staff will provide an update on the Cooper River Marina and review staff recommendations
(supplemental information attached).
New Business:
Action Items:
Three new items will require Commission action on Monday evening (supplemental
information attached).
Planning and Capital Projects Update:
Kevin Bowie will give an overall update on the Planning and Capital Projects as well as the
approved 5-Year Capital Improvements Plan Projects.
Commission Highlight:
Greg Elliott will update the Commission on the success of the opening of Whirlin’ Water’s new
attraction – The Washout.
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CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
MONDAY, MAY 20, 2019
AGENDA
I.

Call To Order And Welcome

Manos

A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media
II.

Public Comments & Presentations

Manos

III.

Approval of Minutes

Manos

A.
IV.

(ACTION) Approval of April 15, 2019 Regular Commission Meeting Minutes

Old Business
A. Cooper River Marina (CRM) Update

Moldenhauer

a. (ACTION) CRM Master Plan
b. (ACTION) CRM Facility Rebranding
c. (ACTION) CRM Phase 1
V.

New Business
A. Planning and Capital Projects Report

Bowie

B. Financial Report

Hale

a. (ACTION) Annual Auditing Service Contract
b. (ACTION) Stono River County Park Phase 2 Construction Contract
c. (ACTION) Upgrade to Microsoft Office 2019

VI.

C. Boat Landing Update

Bennett

D. Commission Highlight: Whirlin’ Waters The Washout

Elliott

Next Meeting
A. Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, June 17, 2019, 5:30pm at CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES
CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
MONDAY, APRIL 15, 2019

Commission Members Present: Mr. Teddy Manos, Mr. Eduardo Curry Ms. Dale Aren, Ms. Lisa King,
Ms. Mattese Lecque, and Mr. Andy Thomas
Commission Members Absent: Mr. Collin Bruner
Staff Present: Mr. David, Mr. Kevin Bowie, Mr. Charlie McManus, Mr. Phil Macchia, Ms. Gina Ellis-Strother,
Mr. Greg Elliott, Ms. Jan Coulter, Ms. Patty Newshutz, Mr. Tommy Hale, Ms. Shanté Ellis, Mr.
Bruce Wright, Mr. Matt Moldenhauer, Mr. Austin Zuniga, Mr. Dustin Reed, Mr. James FitzGerald,
Mr. Adam Ronan, Ms. Lynn Jenness, and Ms. Jeanne Lange
Legal Counsel Present: Mr. Dwayne Green
Guests Present: Mr. Scott Parker, Mr. Christophe Drumain, Mr. Kirby Marshall, and Mr. Justin Davis
I.

Call to Order and Welcome
A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media
The Charleston County Park & Recreation Commission met on Monday, April 15, 2019 at the
CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC. Mr. Manos, Commission Chair, called the meeting to order
and welcomed those in attendance. Mr. Manos informed those present that notification of the
meeting was sent to the local news media and others requesting notification.

II.

Public Comments and Presentations
A. None

III.

Approval of Minutes
A. (ACTION) Approval of minutes of March 25, 2019 Regular Commission Meeting
Motion to approve the minutes of the March 25, 2019 Regular Commission Meeting was made
by Ms. Lecque, seconded by Mr. Curry, and approved by the Commission. (#064-1819)

IV.

Old Business
A. Cooper River Marina (CRM) Presentation
Mr. Moldenhauer presented an update on the Cooper River Marina site assessment and public input
meetings. Mr. Moldenhauer reviewed CRM’s history, challenges, considerations, financials, deed
restrictions, grant requirements, access improvements, and comprehensive study results. Mr.
Moldenhauer also gave a brief overview of CCPRC’s master planning process before introducing
Christophe Drumain, Partner, & Scott Parker, Senior Partner, of DesignWorks and Kirby Marshall,
Project Manager, & Justin Davis, Assistant Project Manager, from the Commission’s CRM siteassessment consultant Applied Technology & Management, Inc. DesignWorks hosted the discussion
on of the proposed Upland Master Plan while ATM discussed the proposed Marina Redevelopment
Plan. Mr. Moldenhauer reviewed the current staff recommendation being considered to be brought
to the Commission in May.
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V.

New Business
A. Planning and Capital Projects Report
Mr. Bowie presented an update on the following Commission approved Capital Projects:



B.

Currently Publicized Request for Proposals:
o Phase 2 Construction for Stono Creek County Park
Ongoing Capital Projects:
o West County Aquatic Center
o Folly Beach County Park – Construction of New Amenities
o Whirlin’ Waters Attraction – The Washout
o Folly Beach Fishing Pier Replacement
o Beachwalker Park Boardwalk and Gatehouse Replacement

Financial Report
Mr. McManus presented and reviewed the financial reports for the month of February. Mr. McManus
also reviewed the checks over $7500 report. Mr. Thomas asked about CRM revenues being down and
expenses being up compared to previous years. Mr. McManus noted that due to a software change the
lease revenue has a slight reporting time difference. Mr. McManus concluded that overall CRM’s
finances are solid. Mr. Thomas also inquired about the number of lost slips. Mr. FitzGerald noted that
no slips were lost. Mr. Manos asked for the area’s demographic data, alternative water access, and a
staff summary of who will be benefiting from the recommended Phase 1 marina updates that may be
requested next month. Mr. Manos noted the importance of being careful when making spending
decisions to ensure the funds will impact the community that it’s intended to serve. Mr. Bennett noted
that a part of the recommended changes will be to rebrand the location as a park and not only a marina.
Mr. Manos asked for staff to bring back a summary on how Phase 1 will impact the local community
the park is intended to serve. Mr. Curry inquired as to the proximity for the community’s next closest
general use county park. Mr. Macchia confirmed that Wannamaker County Park would be the closest
day park. Mr. Bennett stated that Old Towne Creek County Park will be closer when it opens. Mr.
Thomas asked for the cost to replace the interior docks and a summary on the return on investment.
Mr. Thomas noted that he likes the proposed master plan and noted his primary concern with the
project is getting the community access to the Cooper River Marina. Ms. Aren asked if kayaks and
canoes will be able to launch from the Cooper River Marina. Mr. Marshall stated that it is practical at
the southern end of the facility. He noted that launch from the CRM slips will not be as practical, but is
possible. Ms. Aren asked if the boat compound is open for rental. Mr. Macchia and Mr. FitzGerald
confirmed that it is available for public use and information is noted on the agency website. Mr. Curry
noted that the CRM project will increase access for the community due to the location’s recent
re-development. There were no further questions from the Commission.
a. (ACTION) Purchase of New Diesel 450AJ Articulating Boom Man-Lift – Approval
Motion to approve the purchase of a new Diesel 450AJ Articulating Boom Man-Lift from
United Rentals (North America), Inc. in the amount of $65,551.13, with funds coming from the
General Agency operating budget was made by Ms. Aren, seconded by Ms. Lecque, and
approved by the Commission. (#065-1819)
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C.

Commission Highlight: CAPRA Accreditation Update
Mr. Bowie gave an update on CCPRC’s progress regarding CCPRC’s pursuit of National Recreation
and Parks Association’s (NRPA) 2019 Commission for Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies
(CAPRA) Re-Accreditation. He noted that CAPRA’s Commission assigned three visitors to conduct an
on-site review from April 1-4. Mr. Bowie noted that he, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Macchia, and Ms. Ellis met
with the CAPRA visitors for an exit interview just before their departure. Mr. Bowie stated that the
process was wonderful. The visitors stated that they observed a phenomenal agency where all of the
staff were aware of the accreditation and standards. They noted that the agency has the potential to
have met all 151 standards. However, the visitors noted that the NRPA Commission’s final decision
will be made during the 2019 NRPA Annual Conference. Mr. Bowie stated that meeting the standards
is a testament to all of the Commission and staff commitment to the agency’s mission. Mr. Bowie
thanked everyone for their assistance in making the process run smoothly. Mr. Bennett noted that out
of the tens of thousands of agencies nationwide less than 5% are accredited and only a fraction of
agencies accredited have met all 151 standards. Mr. Bennett noted that the visitors raved about the
great job that Shanté Ellis and the Accreditation team did in preparation for their visit. Mr. Bennett
noted that the Visit Chair complimented Ms. Ellis and stated that she is a superstar. On behalf of the
Commission, Mr. Manos thanked everyone for their hard work.

D. Executive Session (Legal Matters)
Motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss legal matters was made by Ms. King, seconded by
Mr. Thomas, and approved by the Commission. (#066-1819)
Upon coming out of Executive Session, the Commission Chair stated that legal matters had been
discussed.
Motion to permit legal counsel Hamlin O’Kelly to reject the current settlement terms and on to
negotiate a 6-month rent abatement and settlement terms for three lease sites CCPRC’s behalf
regarding a pending legal matter was made by Mr. Lecque, seconded by Ms. King, and approved by the
Commission. (#067-1819)
VIII. Next Meeting
Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, May 20, 2019, 5:30pm at CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:14 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Teddy Manos, Chair

Shanté Ellis, Executive Administrative Manager
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

Commissioners
David Bennett
May 15, 2019
Cooper River Marina

To follow up on the April 2019 Commission meeting where staff and Consultants presented
future options for the Cooper River Marina. Staff would like to recommend the following:
Recommend approval to:




Accept the Master Plan as presented;
Re-branding the site as "Cooper River County Park;"
Implement "Phase I" of site development using the remainder of the $1.2 million
allocation, as assigned in the CIP Budget.
o Phase I to include, as funding allows:
1. Extend marina life 5-7 years (Alt 2, per ATM);
2. Prioritize landside improvements, such as: relocating boat storage,
increasing available green space, improve pedestrian circulation,
support fishing and crabbing activities, etc.
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March 2019 Checks over $7,500

Date

Check #

Vendor

Description

Amount

General Agency
3/7/2019

24907

CCPRC - Starting Cash

Cajun Festival Starting Cash

$

10,800.00

3/21/2019

29163

CCPRC - Starting Cash

Whirlin' Waters Starting Cash

$

10,300.00

3/21/2019

29178

Leafguard

HQ Gutter Replacement

$

10,000.00

3/21/2019

29208

Vic Bailey Ford

New Ford Escape (Recreation Fitness)

$

25,737.00
9,400.71

3/28/2019

29214

Adams Mfg Group

Outdoor Lounge Chairs for All Waterparks and WCAC

$

3/28/2019

29217

All Mighty Concrete

Concrete Pad for JICP Picnic Center

$

8,355.00

3/28/2019

29262

Vic Bailey Ford

New Escapes (CIP, Development, FBFP)

$

77,211.00

Capital Improvement Projects
3/7/2019

96

Town of Hollywood

WCAC Water Application

$

7,618.00

3/21/2019
3/21/2019
3/21/2019
3/21/2019
3/28/2019
3/29/2019

62
100
101
103
105
66

Bonitz Flooring Group
Brunson Construction
Palmetto Utility Group
Southcon Construction Group
White Water West Industries
Blutide Marine

HQ Carpet Replacement
West County Pool Construction
PICP Sewer Replacement
FBCP Dunes House Construction
WW Water Feature
BWP Gatehouse & Boardwalk Construction

$
$
$
$
$
$

71,736.00
373,253.85
42,930.00
37,309.00
1,055,766.80
86,211.00
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Combined General Agency Operations
March, 2019

Combined Revenues
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services

Prior YTD Actuals
15,870,190
9,147,836
860,607
Total Revenue
25,878,633

Combined Expenses
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

5,955,894
11,105,650
2,741,788
19,803,332
6,075,301

8

Year To date Actuals
16,663,773
9,400,605
951,205
27,015,583

5,781,645
11,030,455
2,929,125
19,741,225
7,274,358

Current Year Budget
15,797,790
14,024,886
1,716,945
31,539,621

9,141,917
16,882,976
4,447,258
30,472,151
1,067,470

% of Budget
105%
67%
55%
86%

63%
65%
66%
65%

Support Services
March, 2019
Revenues
Administration Millage
Administration‐ Other
Total Revenue

Expenses
Administration
Executive
Financial Services
Human Resources
Information Technology
Marketing
Park and Program Services
Planning and Development
Safety
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

Prior YTD Actuals
15,621,914
248,276
15,870,190

Year To date Actuals
16,427,623
236,150
16,663,773

806,330
1,158,409
676,548
344,924
1,045,866
689,953
282,843
695,421
255,599
5,955,893
9,914,297

773,563
1,050,560
610,097
421,791
1,005,657
671,389
375,638
656,784
216,164
5,781,643
10,882,130
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Current Year Budget
15,573,250
224,540
15,797,790

867,280
1,458,653
978,929
613,128
1,928,031
1,077,267
509,415
1,193,536
515,678
9,141,917
6,655,873

% of Budget
105%
105%
105%

89%
72%
62%
69%
52%
62%
74%
55%
42%
63%

Park Services
March, 2019
Revenues
Prior YTD Actuals
Administration
114,692
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
27,749
Cooper River Marina
689,998
Folly Beach County Park
248,295
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
648,023
Isle of Palms County Park
433,068
James Island County Park
3,996,867
Johns Island County Park
81,151
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
197,447
Lake House at Bulow
124,952
Laurel Hill Plantation
7,113
McLeod Plantation
298,148
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
389,713
Mount Pleasant Pier
191,964
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
1,621,316
Old Towne Creek County Park
750
SK8 Charleston
76,590
Stono River Park
‐
West County Aquatics Center
‐
Total Revenue
9,147,836
Expenses
Administration
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
Cooper River Marina
Folly Beach County Park
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
Isle of Palms County Park
James Island County Park
Johns Island County Park
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
Lake House at Bulow
Laurel Hill Plantation
McLeod Plantation
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
Mount Pleasant Pier
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
Old Towne Creek County Park
SK8 Charleston
Stono River Park
Undeveloped Properties & HQ Maintenance
West County Aquatics Center
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

910,582
187,133
343,584
227,091
709,495
363,496
3,242,531
306,016
197,249
97,839
11,616
217,432
738,288
305,651
1,848,149
21,775
143,079
‐
1,234,644
‐
11,105,650
(1,957,814)
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Year To date Actuals Current Year Budget
94,197
77,900
28,271
41,905
672,959
891,375
271,294
437,320
685,551
1,067,245
441,663
804,335
4,200,578
5,322,121
72,836
123,930
205,875
334,310
107,042
177,350
5,894
10,060
273,789
461,670
375,732
675,210
196,584
336,070
1,710,333
3,137,235
2,500
‐
55,507
117,000
‐
2,430
‐
7,420
9,400,605
14,024,886

861,167
203,551
340,649
295,753
731,913
397,200
3,203,821
317,670
175,464
106,425
6,907
183,474
682,866
314,993
1,855,022
32,715
168,288
235
1,149,423
2,920
11,030,456
(1,629,851)

1,335,975
312,798
553,607
403,559
1,062,639
617,598
4,654,067
447,500
284,728
163,825
30,029
316,934
1,193,832
459,232
2,900,840
41,115
262,745
16,295
1,739,432
86,226
16,882,976
(2,858,090)

% of Budget
121%
67%
75%
62%
64%
55%
79%
59%
62%
60%
59%
59%
56%
58%
55%
0%
47%
0%
0%
67%

64%
65%
62%
73%
69%
64%
69%
71%
62%
65%
23%
58%
57%
69%
64%
80%
64%
1%
66%
3%
65%

Recreation Services
March, 2019
Revenue
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Revenue

Prior YTD Actuals
2,775
58,458
93,974
414,245
152,945
138,211
860,608

Year To date Actuals
3,552
124,498
91,125
418,658
196,528
116,844
951,205

Current Year Budget
3,940
148,500
143,000
767,595
421,045
232,865
1,716,945

% of Budget
90%
84%
64%
55%
47%
50%
55%

Expenses
Administration
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

403,258
13,786
615,776
463,477
656,432
323,793
265,267
2,741,789
(1,881,181)

418,918
15,222
721,847
460,083
736,255
323,593
253,207
2,929,125
(1,977,920)

569,757
32,271
1,001,324
733,001
1,158,578
496,060
456,267
4,447,258
(2,730,313)

74%
47%
72%
63%
64%
65%
55%
66%
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charlie McManus
May 14, 2019
Annual Auditing Service Contract

A request for proposal was issued and publically advertised for Annual Auditing Services. Two
firms responded.
Mauldin and Jenkins, LLC provided the best overall proposal based on technical scores and total
cost to the agency. The proposal is for a one year base beginning 6/30/2019 and four additional
years for a total price of $154,700.
The Auditing Services are budgeted to come from the General Agency Fund GL line: 1140270082120-0000.
Recommend approval to enter into a contract with Mauldin Jenkins, LLC for five years at
$154,700 with the funds coming from the approved General Agency budget.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charlie McManus
May 14, 2019
Stono River County Park Phase 2 Construction Contract Approval

An Invitation to Bid was issued and publically advertised for Phase 2 construction at Stono River
County Park. Two firms responded.
Rakes Building & Maintenance Contractors, LLC (dba, Blutide Marine Construction) submitted
the lowest bid for Item 1, base bid, and Item 2, alternate in the amount of $1,112,028.
The project is budgeted to come from CIP Bond Fund GL line: 20002795-90070-8225.
Recommend approval to enter into a contract with Rakes Building & Maintenance
Contractors, LLC (dba, Blutide Marine Construction) for $1,112,028 with the funds
coming from the approved CIP budget.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Kevin Bowie
May 15, 2019
Upgrade to Microsoft Office 2019

Staff currently is using Office 2013 Professional Plus. Mainstream support for Office 2013
ended April 10, 2018. In order to maintain reliable compatibility with our other systems, IT has
budgeted for and recommends upgrading to Office 2019 Professional Plus. The 275 licenses will
be purchased under GSA pricing for $106,304.
Recommend the purchase of 275 Microsoft Office Pro Plus licenses from CDW in the
amount of $106,304 with funds coming from the approved GA budget.
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Parts of Folly Beach Pier will close for 2 years while new structure is built
By Michael Majchrowicz mmajchrowicz@postandcourier.com
May 1, 2019 Updated 36 min ago
The restaurant and shop themselves will remain open
throughout the work.

The Folly Beach Pier, a victim of marine-boring worms that
have eaten away at its wooden pilings, will close later this
year so it can be rebuilt over the course of a two-year
construction project.

A ramp that allows access to the completed part of the new
pier will be installed during this second phase, officials said,
which is expected to take up to four months.

The extent of the wear and tear was uncovered in 2013 when
the Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission hired
divers to inspect the pier pilings.

“The new pier will still have all of the elements visitors love
about the existing pier, including fishing stations, places to
watch the sunset and the beloved Moonlight Mixer dance
series,” the county’s statement said.

Officials
subsequently
encapsulated the pilings
to slow down the
deterioration.

During the work, access to areas surrounding the pier may be
limited because of the presence of construction equipment.
Also, about a third of the public parking spaces could be
affected during the project.

The life expectancy for
wooden pile-piers is
generally between 20
and 25 years. The
county pier is 24 years
old.

Many thousands of visitors have flocked to the 1,000-plusfoot pier since it opened in 1995.
Florida-based consultants, Wantman Group Inc., in West Palm
Beach, is leading up its rehabilitation. The group has filed an
initial permit with the state’s Ocean and Coastal Resource
Management division and the Army Corps of Engineers.

The new pilings and overall structure will comprise wooden
and concrete elements, a Charleston Park and Recreation
Commission spokeswoman said, and the work should extend
the lifespan by roughly 15 years.
Ahead of construction on what is considered one of the
Lowcountry’s most iconic oceanfront structures, officials said
Wednesday the pier remains safe and functional.
The first phase will address the walkway section and will begin
later this year.
That work could start as early as September and take up to
22 months. A design for the new pier is still being developed.
The final cost of the project is still in flux as officials work
through the procurement and bid process, said Renee
Dickinson, spokeswoman for the commission. About $7.5
million has been set aside for the project.
Following completion of the walkway, the next phase of work
would replace the rectangular deck area behind the Pier 101
Restaurant and the gift shop.
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Historic Charleston attraction to close during U.S. Women’s Open
By John McDermott jmcdermott@postandcourier.com
Apr 11, 2019 Updated Apr 12, 2019
The upcoming U.S. Women’s Open has prompted Charleston
County to close a nearby visitor attraction for eight days
around the international golf event.
McLeod Plantation Historic Site won’t open to the public from
May 27 to June 3 because sections of the James Island
property will be needed to “support operational aspects” of
the tournament, including the welcome center and two
parking areas.
“All measures have been put in place to protect the historic
buildings, landscape and cultural resources at McLeod,”
according to Charleston County Parks.

The visitor center at McLeod Plantation Historic Site will be
used as a support area for the U.S. Women’s Open
at the nearby Country Club of Charleston.
File/Brad Nettles/Staff

The United States Golf Association is holding the U.S.
Women’s Open at the nearby Country Club of Charleston this
year for the first time.

Charleston City Council last month shot down a request to
park vehicles at the nearby Municipal Golf Course off of
Maybank Highway.

David Bennett, executive director of county parks department,
said the agency “is pleased to support the U.S. Women’s Open
and the economic impact and international spotlight it shines
on the Lowcountry.”

The USGA has estimated it will need 8,000 to 10,000 spaces to
accommodate not only spectators but players, caddies,
tournament staff and hospitality workers.

McLeod Plantation Historic Site will reopen to visitors and
resume its normal schedule on June 4.

“We’ll announce our complete parking and transportation
plan around May 1,” spokeswoman Julia Pine said in a
statement Thursday. “There will be complimentary parking
and shuttles for all fans.”

While part of the property will be used for parking during the
championship, tournament officials have not released their
plans for accommodating spectators and their automobiles.
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Aging for Amateurs: Something better than a bucket list
By Bert Keller
Apr 14, 2019

around me with no compulsion to make anything happen.
Of course, it’s different every time: Some interesting thing
never noticed before, different birds showing up, an alert
water snake in the canal, a view down an ancient lane in just
that sun. These small things draw me back again and again. I
am glad they do. Why?
Instead of piling on new, exotic adventures to stimulate my
life, Caw Caw helps me learn to process my daily experience
slowly, intentionally and carefully.
“Bucket lists” drive us to new (pre-planned) thrills and
sensations or they fill in gaps. There may be a place for that if
we can afford them. (Bucket lists can often be expensive
holidays.) But they don’t coax us to slow down to where this
succession of experiences can be reflected on and savored,
letting their subtle flavors season our lifetime of experience.
We need the kinds of experiences that slow us down for real
savoring.

A wood stork hunts for food at Caw Caw County Park.
By Bert Keller/provided

Our son came back to Charleston last week for his wedding
here on Saturday. He and his bride live in Ottawa, Ontario, so
we don’t see them often, but for years when he has been
home, he and I have often gone to Caw Caw County Park for
long walks.

That’s what I mean about Caw Caw. You may have a different
place, a stretch of beach or a certain spot in the mountains, a
city park or your own backyard garden that does the same
thing for you. It’s a “slow” place that lets you really taste it.
And doing that helps you to taste the rest of your life, too.

We walked there first when he was 5, before Caw Caw was
developed as a park, thanks to a friendship with Danny
Shelton who was looking after the property.

There may be a reason why these contemplative places are
more important to us elders than far-flung bucket-list places.
When our minds start slowing down, as mine has, they may
be more suited to thinking long thoughts about things grown
familiar.

Since that first time, with good companionship or alone,
I have walked the paths of Caw Caw well over a hundred
mornings or afternoons, most of those after retirement.
I know almost every stumble in the path and some of the
alligators by name. I’ve observed great blue herons and wood
storks stalk through the swamp, watched white ibis flash in
the air like waves glistening in the sun, written a dozen poems
while sitting on a bench by the tidal creek.

In earlier “working” years, when did we have uninterrupted
time for long thoughts? When raising children, you have minute-to-minute responsibilities that demand attention. People
in business are busy processing information and making
decisions. Teaching and health care, in fact, most occupations,
require constant attention, and working people get tired.

Thanks to Caw Caw, I’ve learned something about paying
attention to the place where I am and what’s happening
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Aging — continued

Where’s the time for contemplative thinking? Younger brains
require and value agility, not patience. Older brains slow
down to let our thoughts catch up. But the slow brain may be
the wise brain. It can deal with topics more suited to slower,
maybe deeper, thinking that is reflective, nonpurpose-driven,
full of imagination, connections and sometimes even insight.

Alone in a room with a piano and the boy literally climbing the
walls, my friend played fast, wild music in step with the boy’s
frenzy. Gradually, he slowed the music down and the boy
slowed down. And when he moved into one of Chopin’s calm
and lovely etudes, the boy stopped his frenetic activity and
then sat down beside him on the piano bench.

The slow brain can deal better with “accumulated experience,” ones gathered over a lifetime that sometimes have a
thread connecting them. For elders, recollecting experience is
not a mere pastime. Remembering and reflecting on
accumulated experience could be the most important
business of mature age. Erik Erikson’s lasting contribution to
psychology is the way he staged human development through
the life cycle, including old age.

Surprised, the therapist asked, “How does the music make
you feel?” And the boy responded in the first complete
sentence they had ever heard him speak: “It makes me feel
quiet inside, and I remember who I am.”
Elders should look for places and pursuits that help us feel
quiet inside, for the important work of remembering who we
are.
Bert Keller and Bill Simpson write the occasional column,
“Aging for Amateurs.” Keller, a retired minister and
bioethicist, wrote this installment. Comments, questions and
suggestions are welcome at agingforamateurs@gmail.com.

In the “mature” stage of life, as he called it, our great work is
to face the tension between achieving ego integrity and falling
into despair. We face that challenge successfully by careful,
graceful reflection on our accumulated experiences: accepting
ourselves in spite of our mistakes, forgiving ourselves for
unfulfilled dreams, acknowledging our successes and saying
yes to the life we’ve got. If we elders aren’t doing that,
despair may be nipping at our heels.
That takes slow thinking; it’s not done quickly. And it is
terribly important. As Daniel Klein says, “Tying our experiences together in a personal history is a way we find meaning in
our lives.”
Of course, you don’t need a particular place like Caw Caw to
do that. But I think it helps to have slow places or slow
activities that don’t “excite” us but teach us a better quality of
attention as we age. They help in our great work of
recollection.

Caw Caw County Park is a great place to process our daily
experiences slowly, intentionally and carefully.

I recall a story a member of our church told me many years
ago. A music therapist, he was working with a young boy
with such severe ADHD that he had to be institutionalized.

Bert Keller/provided
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3 festivals, RiverDogs opening night and other weekend events in Charleston
By Liz Foster lfoster@postandcourier.com
April 11, 2019 2 hrs ago

Outdoor Fest
The family-friendly Charleston Outdoor Fest returns to James
Island County Park this weekend for two days full of recreational activities on and off the water. “Celebrating nature’s
playground,” the park will offer kayaking, canoeing and standup paddleboarding for the water lovers, and mountain biking,
climbing, slack lining and disc golf for the land lubbers. You
can “explore your inner Katniss Everdeen” on the archery
range or explore your inner peace with downward facing dog
for SUP yoga. There will be a vendor village, various food and
beverage trucks and live music from Ward Buckheister, Vince
Rivers, Shrimp City Slim, the Jaykob Kendrick Duo and Calhoun’s Calling

WHEN: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. April 13; 10 a.m.-4 p.m. April 14
WHERE: James Island County Park, 871 Riverland Drive
PRICE: $2 general park admission; $8-$10 Try It Pass for activities
MORE INFO: 843-795-4386,
cprc.com/1542/Charleston-Outdoor-Fest
The Charleston Outdoor Fest on Saturday and Sunday
has activities planned for land and sea.
Provided/Charleston County Parks/Brian Fancher

Plantasia: The Lowcountry's premier garden festival
By: Olivia Parsons
Posted: Apr 13, 2019 12:18 PM EDT
CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCBD) - The Lowcountry’s premier garden
festival and plant sale event is happening today at the

Old Towne Creek County Park in West Ashley. Plantasia will
feature garden demos, experts on hand for gardening advice,
a children's fairy garden workshop, and tons of plants for sale.
Today's event will run from nine a.m. until three p.m. and
is free to public to attend.
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The best live music to catch in Charleston during Bridge Run weekend
By Kalyn Oyer koyer@postandcourier.com
Apr 3, 2019 Updated Apr 4, 2019
So, you’re in Charleston for the weekend and looking to have
a little fun before and after the Bridge Run? Well, we’ve got
some ideas. Here are a few of the best Lowcountry concerts
to catch while you’re in town.

and barbecue, there will be live tunes starting at 1 p.m. Randy
McAllister and the Scrappiest Band in the Motherland kicks
things off, followed by Pine Leaf Boys and Gerard Delafose &
the Zydeco Gators. Tickets are $15, though the event is free
for ages 12 and under and Gold Pass park members. Kids’ carnival rides and inflatables will be available unlimited all day
for $15 per child.

Lowcountry Cajun Festival
Sunday | James Island County Park, 871 Riverland Drive
| ccprc.com

The Lowcountry
Cajun
Festival will
take place the
day after the
Bridge Run.
File/Staff

Looking for something fun to do the day after the Bridge Run?
Bringing Louisiana to the Lowcountry, the Cajun Festival will
feature a full day of Zydeco music, Cajun and Creole foods and
kids’ activities. In addition to jambalaya, alligator, crawfish

MYSTERY PHOTO: This mystery may be too tough
04/08/2019 8:56 am

Our previous Mystery Photo

A loyal reader sent along this photo to be a mystery. Where is
it? If you’re stumped, don’t worry — it may be too tough.

Andy Brack· 04/15/2019 10:35 am

Send your guess to mailto:editor@charlestoncurrents.com.
And don’t forget to include your name and the town in which

Our April 8 mystery, “This mystery may be too tough” was a

you live.

beach scene sent in by Hanahan reader Chuck Boyd. And it
was pretty tough as only two people guessed correctly that it
was a sign on the Folly Beach fishing pier pointing to an artificial reef.
Chris Brooks of Mount Pleasant, now retired from the state
Office of Coastal and Resource Management, said the reef is
one of two or three accessible by land. The only other person
who correctly identified the sign was George Graf of Palmyra,
Va., who noted the reef has 200 concrete reef balls, arranged
in 20 clusters of 10 reef balls each located along “south side of
Folly Beach Fishing Pier – water depth 14 – 20′.”
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Shaggin’ on the Cooper series kicks off April 27
Apr 4, 2019 Updated Apr 5, 2019
Nothing says summer like listening to live music and dancing
the night away. Starting in April, Charleston County Parks is
offering its popular Shaggin’ on the Cooper series. On April 27,
the Mount Pleasant Pier will come alive with the sounds of
beach music when the Shaggin’ on the Cooper series kicks off
with Charleston-based The Hot Pepper Band.

2019 Shaggin’ on the Cooper Schedule:

As summer settles on the South, bands from the Charleston
area and throughout the state will perform monthly at the
Mount Pleasant Pier (see schedule below). All Shaggin’ on the
Cooper events are held at the foot of the 1250-foot-long pier
next to Memorial Waterfront Park, the perfect spot to catch
the cool breezes and the views of Charleston Harbor and
the Ravenel Bridge.



•April 27 with The Hot Pepper Band



•May 18 with Shem Creek Boogie Band



•June 15 with The Coppertones



•July 13 with The Sneakers



•Aug. 10 with Vinyl Daze



•Sept. 7 with Recollections

In addition to Shaggin’ on the Cooper, this year will mark
the introduction of Motown in the Moonlight. Similar in style
to the Shaggin’ series, Motown in the Moonlight will
showcase the “sound that changed America” at the Mount
Pleasant Pier on May 4 and Sept. 21 from 7-11 p.m.

Advance tickets are $8 per person. Space is limited, so
advance purchase is recommended. If available, tickets sold
on site are $10. Gates for Shaggin’ on the Cooper open at
7 p.m. and music starts at 8 p.m. Beverages are available for
purchase on site and food is available for sale at the Mount
Pleasant Pier’s River Watch Café. Food and beverages are
not included in ticket prices and coolers are not allowed.
Guests are allowed to bring their own chair. To purchase
advance tickets or for more information on these events, call
843-795-4386 or visit CharlestonCountyParks.com.

2019 Motown in the Moonlight Schedule:


•May 4 with Bobby Alvarez and the Supernaturals



•Sept. 21 with The Majestics

For more information on these events, call 843-795-4386 or
visit CharlestonCountyParks.com.

Adult Field Day to fund bicycles for disadvantaged children
April 6, 2019
used to purchase new bikes for all 425 disadvantaged children
who attend Sanders-Clyde Elementary School in downtown
Charleston.

Remember potato sack hops and three-legged races? Who
says only kids can enjoy the fun of field day? Nonprofit
organization Going Places has partnered with On Purpose
Adventures to host the first Adult Field Day. The event is 10
a.m. to noon on Saturday, April 27 at Palmetto Islands County
Park (Sweet Gum Meadow).

Many children right here in our community live in less-thandesirable and unpredictable circumstances, and a bike
provides them with a sense of freedom, escape and a way to
de-stress while exercising,” said Katie Blomquist, Going Places
founder and executive director. “It also builds self-worth
by being the first item of value they can call their own, which
builds their self-confidence.”

Teams will compete in a variety of field day-style events:
three-legged race, crab walk, spoon relay, bear crawl, gloved
ball toss, wheelbarrow, tandem skis, combat archery,
tug-of-war, water relay and more. All proceeds from the event
will benefit Going Places, which buys bikes for disadvantaged
kids. The money raised from the Adult Field Day will be

There are two team divisions: the “competitive
athletes” (higher intensity competition among more
9

Field Day — continued
athletically trained teams) and the “average joe’s” (the
“everyday person” teams). Teams of six to 10 people will
rotate through stations of organized games and competitions.
Teams are also encouraged to raise money in advance of the
event. For every $500 teams raise prior to the event, they will
receive one bonus point. Prizes will be awarded in each
division and include vouchers for Saltwater Cycle and three
free CryoEvolution sessions, $150 happy hour or brunch tab at
Republic and a gift card for Nature Adventures.
Cost is $400 per team of six to 10 people; includes games, one
meal choice and three beers. Register online by April 21.

Adult Field Day will take place 10 a.m. to noon on Saturday, April 27 at
Palmetto Islands County Park (Sweet Gum Meadow).

Charleston County Parks hosting superhero dance party for people with special
needs, May 1
April 7, 2019
Waterfront Park. The fun will take place from 6-8 p.m.
The spirited dance party will have a superhero theme.
Attendees are encouraged to wear a superhero costume or
attire if they so choose. Snacks and refreshments will be
provided on site, and a DJ and other special guests will be on
hand to entertain all.
Advance registration is recommended. Admission is $4 if
purchased in advance or $5 on site. Chaperones and ages
three and under are free of charge.
The Superhero Dance Party is part of CCPRC’s AccessABILITY
program. Launched in 2012, CCPRC’s AccessABILITY program
strives to meet the growing needs of community members
with limitations. The program provides therapeutically based
recreation offerings for people with cognitive and physical
disabilities to promote physical fitness, health, wellness,
increased self-esteem and greater independence.

The spirited dance party will have a superhero theme. Attendees are
encouraged to wear a superhero costume or attire.
Provided/Charleston County Parks

In an effort to provide ongoing recreation and social
opportunities for community members with disabilities, the
Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission (CCPRC)
invites people with special needs to attend a superherothemed dance party on May 1.
People with special needs and their families and caregivers are
invited to attend the event on the evening of Wednesday, May
1 at the Cooper River Room at Mount Pleasant Memorial
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Other upcoming programs as part of the AccessABILITY
program will include three Special Needs Swim Nights at
Charleston County waterparks this summer. For more
information on the Superhero Dance Party or any CCPRC
program, visit CharlestonCountyParks.com or call 843-7954386.

Motown in the Moonlight series premieres May 4
Apr 11, 2019
Advance tickets are $8 per person for ages 4 and up. Children
3 and under are free. Space is limited, so advance purchase is
recommended. If available, tickets sold on site are $10. To
purchase advance tickets for these events, please call 843-795
-4386 or visit CharlestonCountyParks.com.

Sway to the sounds of Marvin Gaye, Diana Ross and Smokey
Robinson with the stunning sunset views of the Charleston
Harbor as your backdrop. Charleston County Parks is excited
to introduce Motown in the Moonlight, a new summer dance
series. On May 4, the Mount Pleasant Pier will come alive with
the “sound that changed America” as this series kicks off with
music provided by Bobby Alvarez and the Supernaturals.

Gates for Motown on the Moonlight open at 7 p.m. and music
starts at 8 p.m. Beer, wine, soda and water are available for
purchase on site and food is available for sale at the Mount
Pleasant Pier’s River Watch Café. Food and beverages are not
included in ticket prices. Outside coolers, alcohol, food and
beverages are strictly prohibited. Guests are allowed to bring
their own chair.

All Motown in the Moonlight events are held at the foot of
the 1250-foot-long pier next to Memorial Waterfront Park,
the perfect spot to catch the cool breezes and the views of the
harbor and Ravenel Bridge.
2019 Motown in the Moonlight Schedule:


May 4 with Bobby Alvarez and the Supernaturals



Sept. 21 with The Majestics

For more information on these events, call 843-795-4386 or
visit CharlestonCountyParks.com.

Mullet Haul Trail Run to be held April 27 at Johns Island County Park
Cecilia Brown Apr 14, 2019
April 25 at CharlestonCountyParks.com/MulletHaul or by calling 843-795-4386. Late registration and packet pickup will be
available on site on race day from 7 – 8 a.m.

Charleston County Parks invites runners and walkers of all
experience levels to hit the trails at the 9th annual Mullet Haul
Trail Run. The race features a 5K and a 10K on the trails of
scenic Mullet Hall Equestrian Center at Johns Island County
Park.

The Mullet Haul is for ages 10 and older. Participants ages 1015 must be accompanied by an adult. Dogs and strollers are
not allowed at this event. Pre-registration fees to run the 5K
portion of the event are $32; to run the 10K trail is $36.

Both the 5K and 10K races will begin at
8:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 27. Afterward, awards will be presented for the
top runners. All participants are invited
to relax and hang out at their leisure
while enjoying post race food and cold
beverages.

Traditionally open for horse owners, trail riding and equestrian events, Mullet Hall Equestrian Center at Johns Island County Park is located at 2662 Mullet Hall Road (off of River Road)
on Johns Island. In addition to its equestrian center, beautiful
Johns Island County Park offers pristine scenery featuring
miles of trails winding through southern pines and mossdraped oaks, alongside open meadows and farm fields. The
park also features an archery range and a 3-D archery course.
Johns Island County Park is open for regular visitors daily.

"Just thinking about this race brings
back memories of smiles, hugs and
high fives as participants cross the finish. Athletes, first timers and families with children in tow
celebrate with equal an unequivocal exuberance." said
Charleston County Parks’ Health & Wellness Race, Event and
Program Manager Allison Foster.
Registration for the Mullet Haul Trail Run is open now through

The Mullet Haul Trail Run is brought to you by your Charleston
County Parks. For more information or to register, visit
charlestoncountyparks.com/mullethaul or call 843-795-4386.
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Moonlight Mixers return May 24
April 30, 2019 23 hrs ago
Summertime Folly Beach Pier series returns on select Friday
nights.

Other upcoming Moonlight Mixer dates will be June 21, July
26, Aug. 16 and Sept. 13.

Put on your dancing shoes because the Moonlight Mixer series
on Folly Beach Pier has returned. The first dance of the 2019
summer season is set for Friday, May 24.

Attendees are welcome to bring chairs to the Moonlight Mixer
series; however, coolers and outside beverages are prohibited.
In the event a Moonlight Mixer is canceled due to inclement
weather, receipts will be redeemable for a ticket to another
Mixer this season.

This event is fun for all ages and families are encouraged to
attend to celebrate the return of summertime and to enjoy
dancing in the ocean breeze. The Moonlight Mixer series runs
through September on the Folly Beach Pier. DJ Jim Bowers will
keep the fun going as he plays beach music and popular oldies.

Locals who love to shag dance are also encouraged to attend
the Mount Pleasant Pier’s Shaggin’ on the Cooper series. Shaggin’ on the Cooper events feature live music on select Saturday evenings, on April 27, May 18, June 15, July 13, Aug. 10
and Sept. 7. The Mount Pleasant Pier will also host a Motown
series called Motown in the Moonlight on May 4 and Sept. 21.

Each Moonlight Mixer runs from 7-11 p.m. at the Folly Beach
Pier. Admission purchased in advance is $8 per person, and on
-site site tickets are $10 per person (based on availability).
Advanced purchase is recommended as tickets are limited.
Beverages will be available for purchase on site.

For details on all Charleston County Parks’ events or to purchase tickets, visit their website or call 843-795-4386.

Wine Down Wednesday series is back this spring at Old Towne Creek
County Park
Apr 19, 2019 Updated


Park this spring! Charleston County Parks hosts this four-part

May 8 with music from David Grunstra and Dough Boyz
Pizza and Holy City Waffles food trucks.

spring series, which features two more dates this spring: April

Advance tickets are available for $15. Day-of admission is $20

24 and May 8.

per person.

Wine Down Wednesday is a relaxing event where guests can

Old Towne Creek County Park is located in West Ashley on Old

enjoy live music while exploring this unique county park. Ad-

Towne Road and is open for special events only. Wine Down

mission fees also cover wine and a commemorative wine

Wednesday is a great opportunity for the public to be able to

glass. To satisfy each taste, one savory and one sweet food

explore and enjoy this site. Old Towne Creek features 67 acres

truck

of beautiful open fields complimented by groves of live oak

Wine Down Wednesday returns to Old Towne Creek County

will

be

on

site

with

items

available

for

trees.

purchase.
Remaining dates in the Spring 2019 Wine Down Wednesday

For more information on Wine Down Wednesday, or to

schedule are:

purchase advance tickets to this event, visit



Charleston

CountyParks.com/WDW. This event is brought to you by
April 24 with music from Cat Strickland Duo and Tamashii
and Life Raft Treats food trucks.

EventHaus,

Charleston

Animal

Society,

Factory and your Charleston County Parks.
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Hops and Vines returns to McLeod Plantation Historic Site on May 9
Apr 13, 2019
Plantation Historic Site is open for regular visitation every
Tuesday through Sunday.

After a popular debut two years ago, Charleston County Parks’
Hops and Vines event series returns to beautiful McLeod
Plantation Historic Site for its third year on May 9.

CCPRC also hosts the event Wine Down Wednesday at Old
Towne Creek County Park in West Ashley on April 24
and May 8.

The special event, held on May 9 and June 13 from 5:30 – 7:30
p.m., will feature live music, beer, wine and food trucks, in the
gorgeous setting of this historic site.

For more information on Hops and Vines, McLeod Plantation
Historic Site, or Wine Down Wednesday, or to purchase
tickets, visit CharlestonCountyParks.com or call 843-795-4386.

Hops and Vines will feature live music from Chris Boone, and
food from Madrigal’s Tacos and Fam’s Brewing on Thursday,
May 9. The event returns on June 13 with music from Lane
Doss, and food from Jonny Poppers and Fam’s Brewing.
Interpreters will be on site to illustrate the storied history of
McLeod Plantation Historic Site. Guests are encouraged to
arrive by 5:15 p.m. for a complimentary tour of the historic
site’s grounds. The main house and gift shop will not be open
during the event. Interpreters will also be on site during the
event to answer questions.
Admission is $15 in advance, or $20 on site (space permitting)
and includes two drink tickets. Extra drink tickets and food
truck fare are available for an additional fee. Space is limited
and this event is expected to sell out, so advance registration
is recommended. Tickets can be purchased at
CharlestonCountyParks.com. Dogs and bicycles are not
permitted at McLeod Plantation Historic Site.
Located on James Island and owned and operated by the
Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission (CCPRC),
McLeod Plantation Historic Site is a former sea island cotton
plantation that has borne witness to some of the most
significant periods of Charleston history. Established in 1851,
McLeod Plantation is an important 37-acre Gullah/Geechee
heritage site that has been carefully preserved in recognition
of its cultural and historical significance. The grounds
include a riverside outdoor pavilion, a sweeping oak allée,
and the McLeod Oak, which is thought to be more than 600
years old. The site’s buildings include homes that make up
Transition Row, where enslaved families and their free
descendants lived during the 19th and 20th centuries. McLeod

Hops and Vines will return to McLeod Plantation
Historic Site for its third year on May 9.
Provided/Charleston County Parks
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Catch summer fun and competition at Charleston County fishing piers
Apr 26, 2019
Registration is available online at CharlestonCountyParks.com/fishing through the Thursday prior to each tournament. On-site registration for tournaments begins at 6 a.m.
the day of the event. Summer tournament hours are 6 a.m. to
2 p.m. and prizes are awarded afterward. In September and
October, Mount Pleasant Pier tournaments hours will be 7
a.m. to 3 p.m. Parking fees are an additional charge at the
Folly Pier. For details, call the Folly Beach Pier at (843) 7629516, the Mount Pleasant Pier at (843) 762-9946, or visit
Charleston County Parks website.

This spring and summer, catch fish, fun and prizes at the
Mount Pleasant and Folly Beach Piers’ tournament series. The
Mount Pleasant Pier will kick off the Cast Off Fishing Tournament series on Saturday, May 11, and the Folly Beach Pier will
host its first tournament of the season on May 25.
The Mount Pleasant Pier offers its first tournament of the year
on May 11, followed by additional tournaments on the pier
June 8, Sept. 7 and Oct. 5. The Mount Pleasant Pier offers fishing on the Charleston Harbor and under the Arthur Ravenel Jr.
Bridge. Opened in 2009, the pier is built on pilings from the
old Silas N. Pearman Bridge, which have become a haven for
many types of fish including red drum, spotted sea trout,
flounder and sheepshead.

Cast Off Fishing Tournament Schedule

The Folly Beach Pier continues the tournament season on May
25. Folly Beach Cast Off Fishing Tournaments continue
throughout the summer on June 22, Aug. 31 and Sept. 28. The
pier will also host the annual “Take a Kid Fishing Day,” a free
kids’ tournament hosted by the Folly Beach Anglers, on June 1
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. A sight to behold, Folly Beach’s wooden pier stretches out 1045 feet into the ocean and offers spectacular views, fishing, dining and events. Common catches off
the Folly pier include blue fish, sheepshead, spotted sea trout
and whiting.



May 11, 6 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Mount Pleasant Pier



May 25, 6 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Folly Beach Pier



June 8, 6 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Mount Pleasant Pier



June 22, 6 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Folly Beach Pier



Aug. 31, 6 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Folly Beach Pier



Sept. 7, 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Mount Pleasant Pier



Sept. 28, 6 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Folly Beach Pier



Oct. 5, 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Mount Pleasant Pier

Cole Scroggs 3lb 13oz Flounder 6 15 13 cleanedup.jpg
Both piers offer everything an expert or a novice needs, including equipment rentals, tackle and frozen bait, plus knowledgeable staff to offer tips. The piers also provide snack bars,
gift shops and restrooms. So slap on some sunscreen and
head out this summer for some good-spirited competition!

Cole Scroggs
with a
3 pound 13
ounce
flounder.

May tournaments offer awards for the largest game fish catch
in each of the following categories: Adult Angler, Lady Angler,
Youth Angler (12 and under), Senior Angler (60-plus) and Total
Weight of Five Fish. Tournament registration fees are $10 for
ages 13 and up, $9 for members of the military, $8 for seniors
and ages 12 and under, or $5 for fishing pass holders. The final
tournaments at each pier will have a similar award and pricing
structure; mid-season tournaments will offer awards for the
top three biggest fish category.
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Swarm of dead jellies, shrimp, crab litters South Carolina beach
By Bo Petersen bopete@postandcourier.com
Updated Apr 16, 2019
Hundreds of dead jellyfish, some shrimp and crabs washed up

The cannonballs are abundant and relatively innocuous

Monday across the Sullivan’s Island beach.

among jellies. They can sting, despite the “harmless” rep they
have cultivated over the years, but the sting is too mild for

What’s that all about? Summer breezes.

people to notice.

Cannonball jellies tend to turn up in the nearshore waters

In fact, spring might be the safest time of the year to swim as

during April, pushed in from the Gulf Stream with washes of

far as jellyfish stings. Lion’s manes, which resemble cannon-

warmer water. They’re a sign that the surf is approaching that

balls but have a vicious sting, tend to be cold-water critters

magic room-temperature zone a lot of people find plungeable

that move on out as waters warm.

on a hot day.
Sea nettles, viciously stinging jellies that somewhat resemble
When the wind blows as hard as it has, the jellies end up on

cannonballs but have trailing tentacles, don’t move in until

the beach.

the waters really warm. They’re heaviest in mid-summer. So
are sea wasps, or box jellies, another notorious stinger with

“Nothing unusual at all given the time of year and wind condi-

long, trailing tentacles.

tions since Sunday,” said Mel Bell, S.C. Department of Natural
Resources fisheries management director. As for the other

But be careful of the Portuguese man o’wars, the alluring blue

critters, “when the winds are blowing as hard as they have

jellies with “sails” and screamingly painful stings. They tend to

been, anything on the bottom gets bounced around a good bit

wash in with strong winds out of the east. A lot of sargassum,

and pushed ashore with the tide.”

or seaweed, washing up is a sign there might be man o’wars
around.

Jellies have been turning up on the sand at the Folly Beach

Pier for a couple of weeks, said Charleston County Park
Hundreds of cannonball jellies have been washing up on Charleston area beaches.

and Recreation aide Claire Seabrook. But staff at Isle of

Anna Etheridge/Provided

Palms County Park hasn’t noticed any unusual numbers.
The water temperature at the Folly Beach Pier was 68 degrees
on Tuesday.
Temperature changes, winds and high tides tend to lead to
the beaching of large numbers of a variety of different finfish,
shellfish or other sea life from time to time. It can be startling
even to people who frequent the dunes.
“We were completely flabbergasted by the amount of dead
sea creatures that were washed up,” Anna Etheridge of Johns
Island said about the Sullivan’s Island beach. “We walked
down about a mile and saw hundreds of dead jellyfish, crabs,
shrimp and even a dead horseshoe crab.”
15

What's causing hundreds of dead jellyfish to wash up on this Lowcountry beach?
Hundreds of dead jellyfish, some shrimp and crabs have washed up across the Sullivan’s Island beach.
WJCL Updated: 6:42 AM EDT Apr 17, 2019
The Associated Press
SULLIVAN’S ISLAND, S.C. (AP) — Hundreds of dead jellyfish,

“We were completely flabbergasted by the amount of dead

some shrimp and crabs have washed up across the Sullivan’s

sea creatures that were washed up,” Anna Etheridge of Johns

Island beach.

Island said about the Sullivan’s Island beach. “We walked
down about a mile and saw hundreds of dead jellyfish, crabs,

What’s causing it? The Post and Courier reports it’s due to

shrimp and even a dead horseshoe crab.”

summer breezes.
Cannonball jellies tend to turn up in the nearshore waters
during April, pushed in from the Gulf Stream with washes of
warmer water. They’re a sign that the surf is approaching that
magic room-temperature zone a lot of people find tempting
on a hot day.
When the wind blows as hard as it has, the jellies end up on
the beach resulting in Monday’s dead sea life find.
“Nothing unusual at all given the time of year and wind conditions since Sunday,” said Mel Bell, South Carolina Department
of Natural Resources fisheries management director. As for
the other critters, “when the winds are blowing as hard as
they have been, anything on the bottom gets bounced around
a good bit and pushed ashore with the tide.”
Jellies have been turning up on the sand at the Folly Beach
Pier for a couple of weeks, said Charleston County Park and
Recreation aide Claire Seabrook. But staff at Isle of Palms
County Park hasn’t noticed any unusual numbers.
The water temperature at the Folly Beach Pier was 68 degrees
on Tuesday.
Temperature changes, winds and high tides tend to lead to
the beaching of large numbers of a variety of different finfish,
shellfish or other sea life from time to time. It can be startling
even to people who frequent the dunes.
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Weekend roundup: 30+ events to get you out of your house and into the world
Events for the weekend of Thurs. April 25-Sun. April 28
April 25, 2019 By Connelly Hardaway
Make your way to Redux for the PBR Dirty Southeast Fest
starting at 5 p.m.

It's all happening: this balmy spring weekend has us itching to
load up our schedule and with so much going on (we've listed
30 poppin' events here) there's no reason not to get out
there.

Join Widespread Panic and lot of other bands for a two day
music and arts festival in Riverfront Park.

Saturday
Head to Mt. Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park for

Dogs will have a blast at Fido Fest, held at Mt. Pleasant Towne
Centre starting at noon.

an Adult Field Day starting at 10 a.m.

Sunday

Catch a screening of the BANFF Mountain Film Festival at the
Charleston Music Hall at 7 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.

The Poetry at McLeod reading series features activist poet
Glenis Redmond, 2-4 p.m. The first 50 attendees get in free.

Get your Shaggin' on the Cooper on at the Mt. Pleasant Pier
at 7 p.m.

New nonprofit, the Palmetto Rose Project hosts their first art
showcase this Sunday at the TIA Banquet Hall, 3-6 p.m.

Get a sneak peek of the Sightsee, a retail shop and coffee bar
opening on Line Street later this summer with a preview from
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

The Turtle Survival Alliance, S.C. Aquarium, the Association of
Zoos & Aquariums, Isle of Palms Cleanup Crew, and IOP Turtle
Team, present Party for the Planet, a beach cleanup and celebration to end this year's Earth Week. The fun starts at 4 p.m.
at The Windjammer.

Kids get in free during the Charleston Museum's ReMember
the Museum Day, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Yoga in the Park is where it's at this Sunday — The Works
teams up with Beech for yoga followed by complimentary
mimosas and acai bowls. Get your sweat on at 10 a.m.

The Mullet Haul Trail Run at Johns Island County Park is a
5K and 10K trail race at 8:30 a.m.
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Lowcountry's tallest water slides to open at Whirlin' Waters May 4
by Brodie Hart| Monday, April 22nd 2019
NORTH CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCIV) — You gotta get up to get
down. At least if you're heading to Whirlin' Waters in North
Charleston, that is.
Waterpark operators say they've built the tallest water slide in
the entire Lowcountry— 60 feet off the ground, 15 feet taller
than the next tallest slide.
It's two slides called The Washout.
On the pink slide, there's a steep drop and then it goes
vertical before a feeling of weightlessness.
The blue slide is a little more gradual on your way down, but includes a lot of twists and turns.

It opens on May 4 for weekends only.
Open Memorial Day, May 27 and daily starting June 8.

Park officials are excited for people to try these.

Whirlin' Waters is located at North Charleston Wannamaker
County Park, 8888 University Blvd.

"They thought it was really fun, really thrilling, it's very
exciting attraction. We're super excited to be having it open, it's
very exhilarating is what we've been told," said Sarah Reynolds,
with the Charleston County Parks and Recreation.

Park officials say a general obligation bond funded the slides.

These slides are officially the tallest in the Lowcountry.

It's the first new attraction built at Whirlin' Waters since the park
opened in 2001.

The Washout is less than two weeks from making its debut.

For more information, click here.

All three Charleston County water parks to open on the weekends starting Saturday
By: Olivia Parsons Posted: Apr 28, 2019 08:46 AM EDT
Charleston County Parks has a lot of fun things planned
coming up in the month of May.

On May eighth, enjoy wine, food trucks and live music at
the Old Towne Creek County Park.

Starting on the fourth, all three Charleston County Waterparks
will open for the weekends. This includes trips to Splash
Zone on James Island, Splash Island in Mount Pleasant or Whirlin’
Waters in North Charleston.

This is the season’s last event and will feature music by
David Grunstra, and food from Dough Boyz Pizza and Holy City
Waffles. Tickets are $15 in advance or $20 at the gate
and include wine and a commemorative glass.

May fourth also kicks of Motown in the Moonlight at
the Mount Pleasant Pier with music by Bobby Alvarez and
the Supernaturals, starting at eight p.m. Food and beverages will
be available for sale.

Last but not least, is the season’s first event of Hops and Vines at
McLeod Plantation Historic Site starting on May ninth.
Enjoy live music by Chris Boone from 5:30-7:30 with food available on site from Madrigal’s Tacos and Fam’s Brewing. Tickets are
$15 in advance or $20 on site, and include two drink tickets.
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28th Annual Lowcountry Cajun Festival
Apr 1, 2019
By Renee Dickenson
and a kids’ area featuring mechanical and inflatable rides.
Anyone who loves eating crawfish will have the chance to
show off their skills at the popular crawfish eating contest,
which begins at 2:30 p.m. Visitors are encouraged to sign up
for the contest upon their arrival at the festival.

Come enjoy a taste of Louisiana Cajun fun right here in the
Lowcountry. The 28th Annual Lowcountry Cajun Festival returns to James Island County Park on Sunday, April 7 from 12–
6 p.m.
The 2018 Cajun Fest at James Island County Park.

Admission to the Lowcountry Cajun Festival is $15. The event
is free for Gold Pass Holders and for ages 12 and under with a
paying adult.

This ragin’ Cajun Festival features a full day of Zydeco music,
authentic Cajun and Creole food, children’s activities and
more.

Gold Passes will not be sold on site the day of the festival, but
may be purchased in advance at CharlestonCountyParks.com.
Food vendors operate on a ticket basis. Credit cards are accepted at select locations, but attendees are encouraged to
bring cash for convenience purposes. No coolers or outside
alcohol permitted.

Charleston’s best Cajun restaurants, caterers, and food trucks
will cook up a variety of delicious foods. Attendees will discover a variety of dishes for sale including jambalaya, alligator,
etouffee, andouille sausage and of course, crawfish! Those
who prefer a tamer menu will have the option to enjoy some
Lowcountry favorites including seafood, Southern barbecue,
and other traditional festival foods such as hot dogs, snow
cones, funnel cakes and more.

Carpooling is highly encouraged. Pets are not permitted to this
event. The dog park at James Island County Park will be closed
on April 7 in order to host the festival.

After tasting all of the delicious food, festival-goers can dust
off their dance moves and get dancing to non-stop Zydeco and
Cajun music, performed on stage throughout the day.

The Lowcountry Cajun Festival is presented by Coca-Cola,
Charleston Animal Society and Charleston County Parks. For
more info, call 843.795.4386 or visit CharlestonCountyParks.com.

Other festivities include a crafters’ market, souvenirs for sale,
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Family Fun: April in Charleston!
By Sara Novak April 4, 2019
It’s a gorgeous time of year in the Lowcountry and we can’t

dishes for sale including jambalaya, alligator, etouffee,

wait to enjoy. Here are a few of our favorite annual events.

andouille sausage and of course, crawfish. The event runs
from 12-6 p.m. at James Island County Park, 871 Riverland

Don’t miss the 72nd Annual Festival of Houses and Gardens.

Drive, Charleston. Tickets are $15. ccprc.com/137/Lowcountry

There’s no lovelier time in Charleston than spring and no

-Cajun-Festival

better way to experience the city’s charm than by attending
the Festival of Houses and Gardens. Step inside the private

Don’t miss the 8th Annual Charleston Honey & Bee Expo. Free

houses and gardens of some of the city’s most stunning prop-

honey tasting, local honey! Buy local honey, try honey cotton

erties, learn about Charleston’s distinctive architecture and

candy, meet the experts, guest speakers, live honey bees

history and celebrate our unique culture. The event runs from

(enclosed in glass), educational displays, honey-inspired food

April 1-18 at various locations in downtown Charleston. Check

offerings, bee-related merchandise, kid-friendly games and

website for details. historiccharleston.org

live music by the V-Tones of Charleston. The free event is
Sunday, April 7 from 11 a.m.– 4 p.m. at Cinebarre Mount

Every spring, the Town of Summerville is awash in color from

Pleasant, 963 Houston Northcutt Blvd., Mount Pleasant. face-

the hot pink azaleas, to the purple wisteria, to the delicate

book.com/events/340902239854458/

white dogwood. Thousands of festival-goers transcend this
gracious town to take in the flowers and hospitality and

Saturday, April 13 don’t miss Plantasia 2019. It’s the ultimate

attend one of the largest arts and crafts festivals in the

plant sale and gardeners paradise destination of the Low-

southeast. Don’t miss the YMCA Flowertown Festival.

The

country and beyond. One of the most sought after and

event runs from April 5-April 7 at Azalea Park, downtown

anticipated events of its kind in the southeast, Plantasia offers

Summerville.

Free

admission

and

free

a vast array of unusual and cutting edge plants for sale

parking.

(as well as tried and true favorites) set among the pastures

summervilleymca.org/flowertown-festival-2019/

and live oaks of the beautiful Old Towne Creek County

The Cooper River Bridge Run provides a world-class

Park in Charleston. The free event runs from 9 a.m.–3 p.m. at

10K foot race. This year’s event will take place on Saturday,

Old Towne Creek County Park, 1400 Old Towne Road,

April 6. The race promotes continuous physical activity and a
healthy

lifestyle

through

education

and

Charleston. chashortsoc.org/plantasia-2019/

opportunity.

The course begins in Mount Pleasant on Coleman Boulevard,

High Water Festival takes place April 13-14 at the Riverfront

crosses the beautiful Cooper River Bridge and finishes in

of North Charleston, celebrating food, music and libations,

downtown Charleston. The race starts at 8 a.m. You need to

curated by Shovels & Rope. Weekend passes $144.50 and

be in your designated corral by 7 a.m. Tickets are $55.

up. highwaterfest.com/

bridgerun.com
Whether you’re a devoted outdoor sporting enthusiast or just
This ragin’ Lowcountry Cajun Festival features a full day of

beginning to explore nature’s playground, you’ll find your

Zydeco

food,

perfect fit for fun and fitness during the Charleston Outdoor

children’s activities and more. Charleston’s best Cajun

Fest. Canoeing, kayaking, paddleboarding, rock climbing,

restaurants, caterers and food trucks will cook up a variety of

slacklining, mountain biking, archery, disc golf, live music and

delicious foods. Attendees will discover a variety of

more. The event takes place April 13 and April 14 at James

music,

authentic

Cajun

and

Creole
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Family Fun —continued
Island County Park, 871 Riverland Drive, Charleston. Purchase

average attendance of 90,000. The event runs April 1-April 7

a Try It Pass at the festival for $10. Children 12 and younger

at the Volvo Car Stadium, 161 Seven Farms Drive, Daniel

are $8 with an accompanying adult pass. ccprc.com

Island. Check website for details. volvocaropen.com
Walk for Autism-Charleston is a nonprofit organization which
raises funds to help many special children struggling with
autism. Our primary goal is to fund scholarships for these
families to help pay for the treatment and intervention of
autism through behavioral and relational development programs. The walk is held during the month of April to celebrate
Autism Awareness month. The event runs from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Check website for details walkforautismcharleston.org
The 32nd Annual Blessing of the Fleet and Seafood Festival
presented by East Cooper Medical Center and Harris Teeter is
one of the most highly anticipated events of the year!
Participants are treated to a boat parade and ceremonial
blessing of the shrimp/fishing fleet, savory seafood samplings
sold by some of Mount Pleasant’s best restaurants, live music,

The Volvo Car Open, the largest women’s-only tennis tourna-

a craft show, art exhibition, Shag and shrimp-eating contests

ment in North America, will host its 47th event on Daniel

and family-friendly activities. The free event runs from 11 a.m.

Island in Charleston. The highly anticipated competition

-5 p.m. on Sunday, April 28 at Memorial Waterfront Park,

features the best in women’s professional tennis, welcoming

Hallman Blvd., Mount Pleasant. experiencemountpleas-

more than 100 of the top tennis players in the world to the

ant.com

Lowcountry. The nine-day tournament showcases a singles
draw of 56 players, a qualifying draw of 32 players and a
doubles draw of 16 players. In addition, the event boasts an
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Poetry at McLeod returns on Sun. April 28 with activist poet Glenis Redmond
Reclaiming place
Posted by Morgan Galvez on Mon, Apr 15, 2019 at 11:34 AM

Redmond leads a poetry workshop at the James Island library
on Saturday and reads some of her work on Sunday at
McLeod.
The latest installment in the Poetry at McLeod series will
feature “Imagination Activist” poet Glenis Redmond. The
reception and reading will be held at McLeod Plantation

Historic Site on Sun. April 28, from 2-4 p.m.
Following the reading guests are invited to get their book
signed and met Redmond. After the reception, guests are
welcome to stick around and take a guided tour of the
plantation.
The event is free to the first 50 park guests attending the
poetry session. Additional attendees must pay the park's
normal admission fee ($15/adults, $12/seniors, $6/ages 3-12,
Free/under age 3). Charleston County Parks members with a
Gold Pass are encouraged to use their passes for up to four
The purpose of the series is to bring African-American poets

free entrances into the park.

to a plantation site to reclaim the plantation from a place that
Redmond will also teach a poetry workshop, one that's free

silenced and imprisoned African-American poets’ ancestors

and open to the public, on Sat. April 27, 2-4 p.m. at the James

into a place of empowerment and healing.

Island Branch of the Charleston County Public Library.
Redmond’s background in counseling has pushed her to work
Redmond is an autobiographical poet and in her workshop

with at-risk teens, teaching them poetry to express

"About People, About Place," she will push and motivate

themselves. Redmond is the Poet-in-Residence at The Peace

attendees to delve deep within themselves and turn their

Center for the Performing Arts in Greenville and at the State

experiences into poetry. This workshop is created for both

Theatre in New Brunswick, N.J. She is also a Kennedy Center

novice and experienced poets.

Teaching Artist.

The Poetry at McLeod Series is a collective effort between

Redmond has won countless awards including a Cave Canem

The Poetry Society of South Carolina, the S.C. Humanities

fellowship, the Nazim Hikmet Poetry Festival competition, and

Council, Charleston County Parks and Recreation Commission,

the Plattner Award.

the City of Charleston Office of Cultural Affairs, the S.C. Arts
Commission and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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Plantasia is the cure for plant fever
By Tony Bertauski Special to The Post and Courier
Apr 6, 2019
much more than plants. It’s a garden festival. For the past

I’ve got a fever and the only prescription is plants.

three years, it has been located at the Old Towne Creek
The symptoms of spring fever are an undeniable urge to go

County Park, a perfect venue of pastures and live oaks to

outside, to smell cut grass, to get your knees dirty and

enjoy the outdoors and budding spring weather. It has also

compost under your fingernails. You will find yourself cruising

made access to the event much easier.

Pinterest for backyard ideas, flipping through garden
magazines or reading this column. There’s only one

All the plants at the event are adapted to the Lowcountry

medication for spring fever.

climate, everything from annuals to perennials to native
woody plants. Don’t know what to buy or where to put it?

You’ve got to feed it.

Already have problems with plants at home? There will
be plenty of experts on hand to answer your gardening
questions.
In addition, local vendors will be offering unusual yard art.
New this year is the Garden Boutique tent that includes such
things as hand-blown glass garden art and specialty
containers. Educational demonstrations will be ongoing.
Watch experts demonstrate the art of bonsai, cultivate
stunning orchid displays and discuss new and exciting
cultivars.
And it’s not too soon to
inoculate the kids. Sara
Petrowski,

Shoppers survey plants at last year’s Plantasia.

Trident

Technical College horti-

The annual sale will be : 9 a.m.-3 p.m. April 13 at

culture

Old Towne Creek County. Jesse Black / provided

graduate

and

Hyam’s Garden Center
expert, will be offering a

The Charleston Horticultural Society has the cure. The annual

fairy garden workshop at

Plantasia event will satisfy even the most severe cases.

10:30 a.m. Saturday for

This one-day gardening extravaganza will be April 13 at Old

children

Towne Creek County Park. It is a free event that is open to

Never heard of a fairy

the public, so bring your floral needs, your garden urges and

garden? Tinker Bell will

outdoor addictions. All will be satisfied.

be there to add a little

and

parents.

magic to your miniature

Old Towne Creek County

Plantasia started almost 20 years ago as a small plant sale to

creations. And the kids

Park will be the site of the

serve the Lowcountry’s spring fever outbreak. Since then, it

can up their game

2019 Plantasia on April 13.
Kyle Barnette/provided

has evolved into a much broader experience that includes so
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Plantasia — continued
by coming dressed as a garden fairy to take pictures with
Tinker Bell.
Maybe you don’t like crowds. I get it. As many as 3,000
visitors will pass through. You have options. The Plantasia Eve
Party will be at 5:30 p.m. April 12, at the same location. The
ticketed event gives you first crack at the goodies with a
much smaller crowd. I’m doing this as it will be a catered

In between shopping for plants and attending

event with additional entertainment. There’s also a rumor

demonstrations, participants can take a break from all
the events at Plantasia. Jesse Black/provided

that beverages will be available.
The Iron Trowel competition will be held at the Plantasia Eve

More information can be found at https://chashortsoc.org/

Party as well. This is sort of an “Iron Chef”-style competition,

plantasia-2019.

only with plants. The winning display receives the Philip Sim-

Tony Bertauski is a horticulture instructor at Trident Technical

mons-designed Iron Trowel Award.

College. To give feedback, e-mail him at tony.bertauski@tridenttech.edu.

The Charleston Horticultural Society was founded in 1999 as a

If you go:

horticulture resource and educational center for the Lowcountry. Its members have volunteered countless hours to put

Plantasia Eve

on events like Plantasia.

this year’s event. A local legendary gardener and beloved by

What: Guests will be treated to first access to all of the
plants, garden items and other offerings before the Saturday sale. Annual Iron Trowel design competition will
be held. Food and drinks as well as live entertainment.

many in the Lowcountry, she will be the guest of honor. I’ve

When: 5:30-8 p.m. April 12

Lucile MacLennan, a very special member, will be honored at

had the pleasure of spending time with Ms. Lucile as well as

Where: Old Towne Creek County Park, 1400 Old Towne
Road

touring her garden and can safely say that you will not find a
more wonderful plant enthusiast in the Lowcountry.

Price: $60; $50 for Charleston Horticultural Society members

So if you haven’t fed your spring fever or you’re hungry for

More info: chashortsoc.org/plantasia-2019/

more, mark your calendar for next weekend.

Plantasia 2019
What: Event offers a vast array of unusual and cutting
edge as well as tried and true plants for sale.

Local vendors at
Plantasia will offer

When: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. April 13

an array of

Where: Old Towne Creek County Park, 1400 Old Towne
Road

annuals as well as
perennials that grow

Price: Free to attend

in the
Lowcountry. Kyle

More info: chashortsoc.org/plantasia-2019/

Barnette/provided
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May 2019 events and programs at Charleston County Parks
Apr 22, 2019
will be available for purchase on-site from Dough Boyz Pizza
and Holy City Waffles.

May Special Events
Superhero Dance

Fee: $15 in advance; $20 at gate Ages: 21 and up 6237

Cooper River Room – 99 Harry Hallman, Jr. Blvd. Mount
Pleasant, SC

Hops and Vines

Wed., May 1, 6-8 p.m.

McLeod Plantation Historic Site

People with special needs and their families and friends are
invited to an unforgettable night! Come dressed as your
favorite superhero!

Thu., May 9, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Folly Beach County Park

Explore beautiful McLeod Plantation at Hops and Vines! Enjoy
wine, beer, and live music while experiencing the beauty of
this historic site. Roving interpreters will be on-site to
illustrate McLeod’s storied history. Admission includes 2 drink
tickets. Additional drinks will be available for purchase on-site,
as well as food truck fare.

Sat., May 4, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Fee: $15 in advance; $20 at gate Ages: 21 and up 6238

Fee: $4 6240
Wheel to Surf

This unique event provides individuals with physical disabilities an opportunity to experience surfing! Adaptive surfing
staff from partner organizations Ocean Cure, Adaptive Surf
Project, Adaptive Expeditions, and Coastal Adaptive Sports will
provide instruction and assistance in a controlled
environment. Participants must meet guidelines prior to
registration. No fee required.

Shaggin’ on the Cooper
Mount Pleasant Pier
Sat., May 18, 7-11 p.m.
Enjoy scenic views of the Charleston Harbor while dancing to
live classic oldies and beach music from the Shem Creek
Boogie Band.

Ages: 4 and up 5946

Fee: $8 in advance; $10 at event

Motown in the Moonlight

Ages: 4 and up 6144
Mount Pleasant Pier
Sat., May 4, 7 – 11 p.m.

Charleston Sprint Triathlon Series Race #1

Enjoy scenic views of the Charleston Harbor while dancing to
live Motown music provided by Bobby Alvarez and the
Supernaturals.

James Island County Park

Fee: $8 in advance; $10 at event

Sun., May 19, race starts at 7 a.m.
Celebrating its 30th year, this five-race series includes
a .3-mile swim, a 12-mile bike ride, and a 5K run. Participants
are divided into: Open / Elite, Age Group and Masters,
Clydesdale (men 220 pounds or greater under the age of 40),
Masters Clydesdale (men 220 pounds or greater over the
age of 40), and Athena (women 165 pounds or greater).
Registration includes one t-shirt for the series. For information
and to register visit www.charlestoncountyparks.com/csts.

Ages: 4 and up 6158

Wine Down Wednesday
Old Towne Creek County Park
Wed., May 8, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Come Wine Down your Wednesday and explore Old Towne
Creek County Park, one of West Ashley’s hidden gems. Guests
will enjoy wine and live music from David Grunstra while
experiencing the beauty of this natural site. A commemorative
wine glass is included with your admission. Food truck fare

Fee: $55
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Ages: 12 and up 5859

May events — continued
Moonlight Mixer

relationship to new heights!

Folly Beach Pier

Fee: $25

Fri., May 24, 7-11 p.m.

Intro to Climbing

Dance the night away as DJ Jim Bowers plays all of the hottest
oldies and beach music classics!
Fee: $8 in advance; $10 at event Ages: 4 and up 6150

Climbing Wall at Outdoor Zone of James Island County Park
Sun., May 5, 2 – 3:30 p.m.
There’s a lot to learn about climbing; getting your footing,
learning the lingo, and starting out can be intimidating. But it
doesn’t have to be. In our Intro to Climbing class, you’ll
receive expert instruction on the basics of climbing, the
opportunity to meet and learn with other new climbers, and
an overview of our facility. This 90-minute class will help kick
off your new adventure with a 1:9 instructor to student ratio
and lots of small group and partner work. Instruction takes
place on both ropes and boulders, and the class will include
your gear rental, too!

May Programs
Alligator Adventure
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
Sat., May 4, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Join us as we search for alligators and separate fact from
fiction on this journey to learn why these large reptiles carry
the special title of “keystone species.”
Fee: $7

Ages: 16 and up 6171

Fee: $25

Ages: 9 and up 6179

Ages: 14 and up 6314

Nature’s Soundscape: How to Really Tune In
Introduction to Stand Up Paddleboard (SUP)

Caw Caw Interpretive Center

James Island County Park

Thu., May 9, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Sat., May 4, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Master Naturalist advanced training opportunities provide
exposure and skill development in areas such as natural
history, natural resource management and nature interpretation. In order to keep a Master Naturalist certification, you
must take at least eight hours of training per year. Listening to
natural sounds can open new doors to experiencing the
natural world, and every habitat has its own unique sounds.
We’ll hone our auditory skills to enhance our connection to
the natural world.

This fun and relaxed class will get you started with instruction
on safety and the proper paddling technique that will allow
you to progress comfortably at your own pace.
Fee: $30

Ages: 16 and up 5938

Johns Island Flag Football Tournament
St. John’s High School

Fee: $50

Sat., May 4, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Lighthouse Inlet Bird Walk

Come out for a day of throwback flag football for ages 20 and
up. This is a one day competitive double elimination
tournament play.
Fee: $25

Lighthouse Inlet Heritage Preserve
Fri., May 10, 8:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Ages: 20 and up 6139

This walk focuses on the incredibly diverse northeast end of
Folly Island. Once the home of a Coast Guard station, this
Heritage Preserve protects maritime forest, beach, dune, and
marsh habitats for wildlife. This site is a leader in number of
bird species seen in South Carolina. At this time of year we
hope to see spring arrivals such as Painted Bunting and
Wilson’s Plover, plus much more.

Couples Challenge
Challenge Course at Outdoor Zone at James Island County
Park
Sun., May 5, 2 – 5 p.m.
Enjoy an afternoon with your sweetheart, taking your

Ages: 18 and up 5879
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May events — continued
Fee: $7

Ages: 12 and up 6295

Introduction to Kayaking

Intermediate Skateboarding

James Island County Park

SK8 Charleston

Sat., May 11, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Sat., May 11, 8:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Learn a new sport comfortably and enjoyably. Using a variety
of boats, this entry-level course teaches you the basic strokes
and skills to have fun on the water!

Must be proficient in all of the skills taught in Beginner Skateboarding. Students will be taught: skating up and down banks,
roll-ins, maintaining speed, backside and frontside kickturns,
and riding switch stance. Students will begin practicing dropping in. Helmets are required and pads are recommended.
SK8 Charleston has skateboards, helmets, and pads (wrist
guards, elbow pads, and knee pads) available for use at no
additional cost during scheduled lessons. Skaters may use
their own industry standard equipment. Includes free admission into the skate park on the day of the lesson as well as 1
courtesy pass for a return visit.
Fee: $65

Fee: $55

Introduction to Stand Up Paddleboard (SUP)
James Island County Park
Sat., May 11, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
This fun and relaxed class will get you started with instruction
on safety and the proper paddling technique that will allow
you to progress comfortably at your own pace.

Ages: 13-17 6374

Fee: $30

Beginner Skateboarding

James Island County Park

Sat., May 11, 8:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Mon.,, May 13, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Learn the basics of skateboarding in a safe and fun
environment! Little to no experience skateboarding is
necessary. Students will be taught the components of a skateboard, proper safety equipment, skate park etiquette,
determining stance: Regular or Goofy, foot placement on the
board, pushing, carving, keeping your momentum, turning,
and how to properly fall. Helmets are required and pads are
recommended. SK8 Charleston has skateboards, helmets,
and pads (wrist guards, elbow pads, and knee pads) available
for use at no additional cost during scheduled lessons. Skaters
may use their own industry standard equipment. Includes free
admission into the skate park on the day of the lesson as well
as 1 courtesy pass for a return visit.

Train on the actual open water Charleston Sprint Triathlon
swim course with a Blue Sky Endurance certified triathlon
coach. Participants will leave with an in-depth knowledge of
the swim course and insider tips to gain confidence, increase
efficiency, and improve times.
Fee: $15

Caw Caw Interpretive Center
Fri., May 17, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Witness the sun as it slips below the tall trees of Caw Caw
Swamp, and watch the moonrise over Tea Farm Creek while
you paddle alongside a trained naturalist. Opportunities
abound to view wildlife that will be settling in for the night or
just waking up.

Ages: 8-12 6373

Wannamaker County Park

Fee: $28

Sat., May 11, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Ages: 9 and up 6185

Basic Sailing

Join us as we search for alligators and separate fact from
fiction in this journey to learn why these large reptiles carry
the special title of “keystone species.”
Ages: 9 and up 5982

Ages: 12 and up 6181

Sunset Moonrise Canoe Tour

Alligator Adventure

Fee: $7

Ages: 16 and up 6196

Swim Tune Up

SK8 Charleston

Fee: $65

Ages: 16 and up 5925

Meets at CCPRC Headquarters Parking Lot, 861 Riverland
Drive
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May events — continued
Fri., May 17 and Sun., May 19

This intensive 2-day hands-on certification, taught by
Wilderness Medical Associates, covers how to deal with
medical emergencies in the wilderness, at summer camp, or
on the trail. Class supplements lectures with realistic
simulations.

Learn basic sailing nomenclature, along with rigging and
de-rigging skills, safety, and the basics of tacking, jibing, and
docking.
Fee: $125

Ages: 16 and up 5970

Fee: $250

Off-Site – Destination at Off-Site Location

Ages: 18 and up 5959

Beginner Skateboarding

May 17, 2019 from 5:30 PM to 8:00 PM at Off-Site
– Destination

SK8 Charleston
Sun., May 19, 8:30 – 10:30 a.m.

May 19, 2019 from 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM at Off-Site
– Destination

Introduction to Stand Up Paddleboard (SUP)

Learn the basics of skateboarding in a safe and fun environment! Little to no experience skateboarding is necessary.
Students will be taught the components of a skateboard,
proper safety equipment, skate park etiquette, determining
stance: Regular or Goofy, foot placement on the board,
pushing, carving, keeping your momentum, turning, and how
to properly fall. Helmets are required and pads are recommended. SK8 Charleston has skateboards, helmets, and pads
(wrist guards, elbow pads, and knee pads) available for use at
no additional cost during scheduled lessons. Skaters may use
their own industry standard equipment. Includes free
admission into the skate park on the day of the lesson as well
as 1 courtesy pass for a return visit.

James Island County Park

Fee: $65

Coastal Kayaking Workshop – Level 3
Folly Beach County Park
Sat., May 18, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
This course offers a progression of skill and knowledge
development for paddling at the coast. We will begin in the
calmer waters of Folly River, working toward introducing
ourselves into the ocean environment.
Fee: $85

Ages: 16 and up 6270

Ages: 13-17

6376

Intermediate Skateboarding

Sat., May 18, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.

SK8 Charleston

This fun and relaxed class will get you started with instruction
on safety and the proper paddling technique that will allow
you to progress comfortably at your own pace.

Sun., May 19, 8:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Take the next steps in SUPing. We’ll practice some fun balance
drills, improve stroke technique, and learn more safety skills.
This fun class is a great prep for paddling in more challenging
conditions.

Must be proficient in all of the skills taught in Beginner Skateboarding. Students will be taught: skating up and down banks,
roll-ins, maintaining speed, backside and frontside kickturns,
and riding switch stance. Students will begin practicing
dropping in. Helmets are required and pads are recommended. SK8 Charleston has skateboards, helmets, and pads (wrist
guards, elbow and knee pads) available for use at no
additional cost during lessons. Skaters may use their own
industry standard equipment. Includes free admission into
the park on the day of the lesson as well as 1 courtesy pass
for a return visit.

Fee: $30

Fee: $65

Fee: $30

Ages: 16 and up

6197

Stand Up Paddleboard (SUP) Level 2
James Island County Park
Sat., May 18, 1 – 3 p.m.

Ages: 16 and up 6228

Ages: 8-12 6375

Wilderness First Aid

Little Groms – Beginner Skateboarding

James Island County Park

SK8 Charleston

Sat., May 18 – Sun., May 19, 8 a.m. – 6 p.m. each day
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Sun., May 19, 8:30 – 9:30 a.m.

May events — continued
This Month in History at McLeod: May 1862

Learn the basics of skateboarding in a safe and fun
environment! Little to no experience skateboarding is
necessary. This course is designed for young participants
(groms) potentially having their first experience with skateboarding. Students will be taught the components of a skateboard, proper safety equipment, skate park etiquette,
determining stance: Regular or Goofy, and foot placement on
the board. Students will begin practicing pushing, carving,
keeping momentum, turning, and how to properly fall.
Helmets are required and pads are recommended. SK8
Charleston has skateboards, helmets, and pads (wrist guards,
elbow and knee pads) available for use at no additional cost
during lessons. Skaters may use their own industry standard
equipment. Includes free admission into the park on the day
of the lesson as well as 1 courtesy pass for a return visit.
Fee: $25

McLeod Plantation Historic Site
Sat., May 25, 10 – 11:15 a.m.
The month of May in 1862 was pure chaos and fear of the
unknown for the residents of James Island and Charleston.
Join us for a look into what was happening and who was taking advantage of all the disruption as we explore this pivotal
time in history.
Fee: $15

Introduction to Short Boat Surf Kayaking
Folly Beach County Park
Sat., May 25, 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Ages: 5-7 6377

Treat yourself to some fun by learning to ride the waves in a
kayak. We’ll provide whitewater (short boats) and sit-on-top
kayaks with a trained professional for you to learn fundamental surfing skills, important wave/ocean dynamics, etiquette,
and safety. You’ll come away with a basic understanding of
surfing that will give you the confidence to continue catching
waves and grow as a kayak surfer.

Intro to Sport Lead Climbing
limbing Wall at Outdoor Zone of James Island County Park
Sun., May 19, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Our lead course is for those that have been top rope climbing
and are ready to take things to the next level. Learning to lead
climb gives you access to more walls as well as better prepares you for outdoor climbing. In this course you will learn
about the risks involved in lead climbing, risk management,
lead climbing equipment, clipping techniques, lead belaying,
and falling skills. Pre-requisites: Lead climbing is not a beginner skill set. We require a base of experience to take our lead
course. You need to have been climbing regularly for several
months. You need to be top rope certified in our gym prior to
registering for the course. You need to be able to climb 5.8
routes in our facility numerous times in a row.
Fee: $30

6284

Fee: $65

Ages: 16 and up 6233

Introduction to Stand Up Paddleboard (SUP)
James Island County Park
Sat., May 25, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
This fun and relaxed class will get you started with instruction
on safety and the proper paddling technique that will allow
you to progress comfortably at your own pace.

Ages: 14 and up 6312

Fee: $30

Ages: 16 and up 6198

Dawn Patrol Adult SUP Surf Camp

SUP the Surf Zone

Folly Beach County Park

Folly Beach County Park

Tue., May 21 – Fri., May 24, 6:30 – 8 a.m. each day

Sat., May 25, 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Greet the mornings with a surf session led by a certified
instructor. Hone your skills and appreciation for the sport and
culture over the course of a week. But be careful, this could
be habit forming!

Surf SUP! Enjoy the Sun., sand, and surf in this popular and
historic pastime. Join a trained professional and learn fundamental surfing skills, important wave/ocean dynamics, board/
paddle design, etiquette, and safety. You’ll come away with a
basic understanding of surfing that will give you the confidence to continue catching waves and grow as a SUP surfer.

Fee: $165 Ages: 16 and up 6231

Fee: $65
30

Ages: 16 and up 6229

Sunday Arts Calendar APRIL 21, 2019

Home & Garden Calendar APRIL 21, 2019

Saturday

Wednesday

Shaggin’ on the Cooper

Wine Down Wednesday

What: Local live bands will perform throughout the season at
the Mount Pleasant Pier.

What: Guests can enjoy wine and live music at Old Towne
Creek County Park. A commemorative wine glass is included,
and food truck fare will be available.

When: 7-11 p.m. April 27

When: 5:30-7:30 p.m. March 27

Where: Mount Pleasant Pier, 71 Harry Hallman Blvd., Mount
Pleasant

Where: Old Towne Creek County Park, 1400 Old Towne Road,
Charleston

Price: $8-$10

Price: $15-$20

More Info: 843-795-4386, bit.ly/2ItoYqe

Food & Beverage Calendar

More Info: 843-795-4386, http://bit.ly/2FOGwdP

April 18, 2019

Other Events Calendar

April 25 , 2019

Wednesday

Wednesday

Wine Down Wednesday

Superhero Dance

What: Guests can enjoy wine and live music from Dave
Landeo at Old Towne Creek County Park. A commemorative
wine glass is included, and this week’s food trucks are
Tamashii and Life Raft Treats.

What: People with special needs and their families and friends
are invited to a costume dance.
When: 6-8 p.m. May 1
Where: Cooper River Room, 99 Harry Hallman Jr. Blvd., Mount
Pleasant

When: 5:30-7:30 p.m. April 24

Price: $4-$5

Where: Old Towne Creek County Park, 1400 Old Towne
Road, Charleston

More Info: 843-795-4386, bit.ly/2Pn09g5

Price: $15-$20
More Info: 843-795-4386, http://bit.ly/2FOGwdP,
ccprc.com/1724/Wine-Down-Wednesday
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Beyond the Bridge Run: A user’s guide to Charleston’s busiest weekend
By Liz Foster and Kalyn Oyer lfoster@postandcourier.com koyer@postandcourier.com
Apr 3, 2019
Should you take sunscreen and bug spray? It’s April in the

The big race may be the biggest thing going on in town this
weekend, but that doesn’t rule out these other festivals and

Lowcountry, so that would be a “yes.” Should you take an

happenings. From Summerville to James Island to Daniel Is-

allergy pill? It’s April in the Lowcountry, so that would be an-

land to Mount Pleasant, here are the other big goings-on that

other “yes.” And since the event covers a lot of ground, over

you can enjoy during your stay in the Holy City.

several blocks, appropriate walking shoes are suggested.

Flowertown Festival

WHEN: April 5-7

A sure sign that springtime is here, the 47th annual Flowertown Festival is presented by the Summerville YMCA.

WHERE: Azalea Park area, W. 5th S. St. and along Main Street
to Richardson Avenue and to W. 6th Street and Joyce Lane,
Summerville

Among the pink azaleas, purple wisteria and white dogwoods,

PRICE: Free parking and admission

the three-day arts and crafts festival features more than 200

MORE INFO: 843-871-9622, summervilleymca.org/flowertown
-festival-2019

jury-selected artists and their work, children’s rides and activities at the Children’s Jubilee/Kids Fest, food from restaurants

Lowcountry Cajun Festival

and vendors at The Taste, Food Truck Friday and a farmers
market on Saturday and Sunday. It’s set on the grounds of

“Bringing Louisiana to the Lowcountry” is the aim of Sunday’s

Azalea Park in the heart of Summerville.

28th annual Cajun Festival at James Island County Park. The
focus is Creole food and music, bound to tickle those taste
buds and get those feet in motion. Local and regional restaurants, caterers and food trucks will have all of the jambalaya,
alligator, etouffee, andouille sausage and crawfish you can
handle, and of course, a crawfish-eating contest is on the
agenda. If those slippery little creatures aren’t your thing,
there’s Southern BBQ, hot dogs, snow cones and funnel cakes.
The Lowcountry Cajun Festival will take place on April 7 at the
James Island County Park. Lance Wills/Special to The Post and
Courier

Emily Milliken, 7, of Summerville, was one of several youngsters

Live Zydeco and Cajun music performers are Randy McAllister

having a high-flying time at the annual

and the Scrappiest Band in the Motherland, Pine Leaf Boys

Flowertown Festival. This year’s festival starts Friday, April 5.

and Gerard Delafose & the Zydeco Gators. Additional activities

By Grace Beahm Alford gbeahm@postandcourier.com

include a crafts market and some mechanical joy-rides, inflat-

An opening night celebration is set for 6-9 p.m. Friday and

ables and carnival games for the kiddos. Note: Pets are not

features live music from The Music City Band, food trucks,

allowed at the event and the dog park will be closed.

beer and wine. Admission is free, and adult wristbands will be

WHEN: Noon-6 p.m. Sunday, April 7

sold for $1.

WHERE: James Island County Park, 871 Riverland Drive
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Beyond the Bridge Run — continued

The Lowcountry Cajun Festival is bringing a

The Lowcountry Crawfish Festival will take place
the day after the Bridge Run. File/Staff

Louisiana vibe to James Island County Park.
Lance Wills/Special to The Post and Courier

PRICE: $15 per person; free for ages 12 years and younger and
Gold Pass members
MORE INFO: 843-795-4386, ccprc.com/137/Lowcountry-Cajun
-Festival
Volvo Car Open
Over 90,000 people will be attending the Volvo Car Open tennis tournament on Daniel Island, where the court is the central attraction and the stands are full of daily onlookers. But
don’t worry; the people don’t come all at once, but throughout the week. The tournament, now in its 19th year on the
island, is an orderly operation. Traffic backups and lines are to
be expected but probably won’t make you rant. Refreshments
and food are sold onsite (no outside food or beverages allowed). See some of the best in the world compete on the
green clay, where more than 100 women athletes will play in
the largest women’s-only tennis tournament in North America.
WHEN: March 30-April 7
WHERE: Volvo Car Stadium, 161 Seven Farms Drive, Daniel
Island

Danielle Collins, who reached the semifinals of the
Australian Open in January, is playing in the

PRICE: single sessions range from $10-$82

2019 Volvo Car Open. File/Mark Schiefelbein/AP

MORE INFO: 800-677-2293, volvocaropen.com
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HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM
Weekend! 10 Ways to Play April 11-14
Charleston Outdoor Festival
Find your perfect fit for fun and fitness during the Charleston
Outdoor Fest. The event includes canoeing, kayaking, paddleboarding, rock climbing, slacklining, mountain biking, archery,
disc golf and live music.
WHO: Charleston County Parks
WHEN: Saturday and Sunday
WHERE: James Island County Park

Apr 24, 2019
Wine Down Wednesday
Hosted

by

Charleston

County

Parks

and

Recreation

Commission Wednesday April 24th 5:30pm-7:30PM

Visit our booth we will have super cute items from our
retail store including our shirts "I just want to drink wine and
rescue cats" Explore West Ashley's beautiful Old Towne Creek
County Park during Wine Down Wednesday. Guests will
enjoy wine, food truck fare, and live music at this hidden
gem located in West Ashley.
Music: Austin Hahn Food Truck: Oh Yah BBQ Food Truck: Holy
City Cupcakes
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“I got married at The Lake House at Bulow and was able to plan everything from 3
hours away thanks to Justin Leyh, my contact at this venue.
He was absolutely fantastic. He gave me both his email and cell number so that I
could easily communicate with him. He gave suggestions while not seeming pushy
and answered all of my questions promptly. Even the grounds guy was amazingly
friendly and helped me while I was there. This place was truly
a diamond in the rough and worth every penny we spent.”
Customer Service ---From another satisfied customer
“The instructors were very knowledgeable. Gave great instructions
on rules of the game, skills and strategy.”
Johns Island Pickle Ball Clinic Participant – Community Recreation Program at an Off-Site Location
“I honestly can’t think of one thing that I disliked about the program. In fact, my only
wish is that it was a weekly class. The program itself was
age appropriate, flowed nicely, and evidence of advanced preparation was
obvious with each activity. We were so impressed that I couldn’t wait to
register for all of the summer offerings.”
Wee Wild Ones: Spring Sprouts Parent – Interpretive Program at
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
“Beautiful setting, great entertainment, professional and friendly staff.
I will definitely attend this event again!”
Wine Down Wednesday Participant – Special Event at Old Towne Creek County Park
“Loved everything about it- especially that I could take my kids too.”
Wine Down Wednesday Participant – Special Event at Old Towne Creek County Park
“Beautiful location, easy access, excellent leader with great birding skills and knowledge!”
Lighthouse Inlet Bird Walk Participant – Interpretive Program at Lighthouse Inlet Heritage Preserve
“The instructor was AMAZING!”
Little Groms - Beginner Skateboarding Parent – Skateboarding
Program at SK8 Charleston
“I liked the staff interaction: their support and suggestions how to
challenge us on each element. There was nothing I didn’t like.”
High Elements Challenge Course Open Day Participant – Outdoor
Adventure Program at James Island County Park
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Caw Caw Interpretive Center was featured in the Post & Courier Newspaper in an article about aging and personal growth. The article shares
the importance of finding a place of reflection and renewal where you
are instead of in the form of a grand expedition, lifetime trip or bucket
list. Bert Keller uses Caw Caw as his personal example of this. This
article also serves as an important reminder to the CCPRC family that

what we are serving the public in many more ways than just recreational opportunities and events. Self-enrichment through mindfulness and
nature immersion is a great example and Caw Caw Interpretive Center
is one of many CCPRC sites that is ideal for this activity. To read the
article in its entirety search below.
https://www.postandcourier.com/columnists/aging-for-amateurssomething-better-than-a-bucket-list/article_c669ebca-5b0a-11e9-a7291ba2f083d602.html?fbclid=IwAR0WJR4OPgYBIY2ZmGpMhu9BfCezKW2LVxVGG_X1FogKvlNnkTBm9Dzlx5c

Starlight Yoga Series
The 2019 Starlight Yoga series is off to a record breaking start. The first in the series
was held at the Mt. Pleasant Pier under clear, starlit skies. Participants young and
old, experienced yogis and beginners alike, enjoyed live music and expert instruction
from renowned instructor, JI Hwang. The sights and sounds of the harbor provided a
perfect backdrop to capture the moment. Join us in June for Starlight Yoga at Folly
Beach County Park.

Mark Your calendar
On the eve of one of our busiest times of the year, we are excited to share what we
have in store! A variety of new
classes will be offered at our
brand new West County Aquatic
Center in Hollywood including H2O Yoga and H2O Kids. Returning this
summer, we will offer the Charleston Sprint Triathlon Series, H2O
Moves, Gentle and Power yoSUP, and Salute the Solstice Yoga Fest. We
look forward to keeping our community active as the dog days of sum-

mer roll out.
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Charleston Outdoor Fest
SK8 Charleston participated in the Charleston Outdoor Fest at James Island
County Park in April. SK8 Charleston had a booth set up with information about
the skatepark, as well as, skateboarding lessons. A small obstacle course
with cones and a couple Transformer Rails was set-up for visitors to show their
skills on.

Participants could try out the course on their own or get some

instruction from staff. A total of 102 visitors attempted the skateboarding ‘Try It

Zone’.

Most of the participants had never stepped on a board previously

(and we did not have a single injury to report).

Park Pet Fest
Pet Fest was held on Saturday, March 30th at Palmetto Islands County Park. We had
2,503 people and 808 dogs in attendance. This year, we debuted an off-leash beer
garden with live music which proved to be highly popular with attendees! Due to the
high demand of Swift Paws lure chasing in the past, we added a second lure chasing
course this year which was also a huge success. The weather was perfect and we had lots

of happy pets!

Lowcountry Cajun Festival
The 28th annual Lowcountry Cajun festival took place at James Island County Park on
April 7th. Despite a rainy start, 4,278 people came out to join the fun! In typical
fashion, the festival featured Zydeco music, a spread of authentic Cajun and Creole
foods, plenty of activities for the kids, the annual crawfish-eating contest, and all around
ragin’ Cajun fun for all ages!
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Archery Training
The Outdoor Team provided a USA Archery Level 1 Instructor
Certification course to Recreation and Park staff. This was
a great opportunity to further support our agency efforts for

archery awareness and instruction.
The Outdoor Team is happy to report that we have eight
newly certified instructors.

Outdoor Club
The spring season of our Outdoor Clubs began in February and ended in April. We worked with Stiles Point Elementary
and Camp Road Middle Schools to provide adventure activities to 24 kids over the course of 6 weeks. Additionally,
we implemented a new leadership program for the middle school which, via an application/selection process, offered one
student the opportunity to gain additional training and insight for being a mentor for participants of Outdoor Club and
other students at school. We were very pleased with the result of the peer leadership program and will use this as a
model for future Outdoor Clubs. In all our youth programs, we strive to strengthen our kids’ competence, confidence,
character, and connections.
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Charleston Outdoor Festival
On April 13th and 14th, James Island County Park once again hosted the Charleston Outdoor Festival. Devoted to outdoor
sporting enthusiasts, beginners, and families, the event is designed for everyone to explore nature’s playground. The
weekend was a perfect fit for fun and fitness with “Try It” activities including canoeing, kayaking, paddle boarding, rock
climbing, slacklining, mountain biking, archery, disc golf, and skateboarding. The event also featured food trucks, vendors,
live music, and more. Over 800 “Try It” participants engaged in over 3,200 “tries” over the course of the two-day event.

SK8 Charleston participated in the Charleston Outdoor Fest at
James Island County Park in April. SK8 Charleston had a booth
set up with information about the skatepark, as well as, skate-

boarding lessons. A small obstacle course with cones and a
couple Transformer Rails was set-up for visitors to show their
skills on. Participants could try out the course on their own or
get some instruction from staff.

A total of 102 visitors

attempted the skateboarding ‘Try It Zone’.

Most of the

participants had never stepped on a board previously
(and we did not have a single injury to report).
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Coastal Master Naturalists and Junior Naturalist Mondays
In the summer of 2018, CCPRC’s Education Team developed a four-part pilot program series
titled Junior Naturalist Mondays, designed specifically for CCPRC’s Discovery Summer Camp on
Johns Island. Because of the collaboration between Interpretation and Community Recreation
staff, Junior Naturalist Mondays made great strides in connecting children from rural communities to their natural world.
In recent years, The Coastal Master Naturalist Association (CMNA) has provided a scholarship
opportunity for children ages 8 to 12 from low income families to attend the Charleston County
Parks’ fall Junior Naturalist program series. This summer, CMNA will fund the entire Junior
Naturalist Mondays six-week program. Each week, up to 25 Discovery Campers will
attend the series with topics including insects, barrier islands, the salt marsh, and
the various animals and plants found in Charleston County Parks. If a camper
attends all six of the weekly programs, they will be recognized as a Certified Junior
Naturalist!
Thanks to CMNA’s sponsorship of the Junior Naturalist Mondays series, the
Education Team continues to support CCPRC’s mission of offering a diverse system
of park facilities, programs and services to children all over Charleston County. This
partnership also allows CMNA to reach more children with scholarships than past
years. The Education Team looks forward to continue collaborating with CMNA and
the Community Recreation team.

The Lowcountry RC Flyers hosted Boeing’s AeroPACE Program at Johns Island County Park. This was Boeing’s 8th year
hosting this event. 10 different teams; comprised of 64 students from 8 different colleges; participated. Students had to
construct, design and fly an unmanned aero vehicle tasked with one job for their capstone.
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Agency’s Fleet Vehicles
The Agency’s four new 2019 Ford Escapes have arrived and will be in
service as soon as their tags are received.

Retail
You know springtime is here when the annual shipment of boogie
boards arrive at the retail warehouse! We unloaded 3,384 boogie
boards in 26 minutes and 42 seconds, beating our time last year of
30 minutes. The trucking company only allows a two hour window
for unloading the container. Now we are ready for warm weather
and our beach park customers! Never under estimate the power
and efficiency of teamwork.

Easter Egg Hunt
SK8 Charleston also hosted a children’s Easter Egg Hunt the day before Easter. Two
hundred-fifty eggs were hidden in the grass and around the landscaped areas near the
skateable terrain. Eggs contained a variety of different candies, however, a very special
few contained a voucher for a SK8 Charleston T-Shirt. The kids all seemed to have a
blast and it was all over in about 15 minutes. Saturday’s final attendance number was

220 people, making it the single highest attended
day of 2019 thus far.

Replacement sod has been added at SK8 Charleston damaged by
high traffic and erosion.
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After 20+ years, the restroom partitions at Palmetto Island County Park
Splash Island were in serious need of a facelift. A full replacement of the
partitions

was

considered.

After extensive research, it
became apparent that the
footprints of the restrooms

would need to be modified
and the cost prohibitively
excessive. Resurfacing of the
partitions became an option
and a company named Miracle Methods was utilized to complete the project.
They used “acrylic resins” and sprayed it on the partition surface. The results
look great leaving the partitions with a sleek and refreshed look.
We are sure patrons will appreciate this necessary upgrade to Splash Island’s
restrooms!

Total Calls In:

7,803

Average Talk Time:

2.44

Average Wait Time:

0.24
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Passes sold through Corporate Online Pass Sales:


294 Gold Passes, 29 Super Splash Passes and 26 Basic Splash Passes



24 participating companies

April’s Sponsored Events:


Lowcountry Cajun Festival: Coke, Charleston Animal Society, LeafFilter, The Trail Center, Domino’s,
Vacations International Club, Clean Cans, Pardee Service Experts and Paradise Home Improvements



Charleston Outdoor Festival: Crews Subaru, Coke and other supporting water-based sponsors



Wine Down Wednesday: EventHaus, Noble Vines, Charleston Animal Society, Mosquito Squad, Joggle
Factory and Atlantic of Grand Oaks



Mullet Haul 5K & 10K Race: Mosquito Squad, The Foot Store, Crowne Apartments, FUYU (beer sponsor),
Java Java (coffee sponsor), Flexable Movement and Sunshine Beverages



Shaggin’ on the Cooper: Dasani, Noble Vines, The City (radio station) and Overture Apartments on Daniel
Island
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Pageviews

Website Visits


April 2019:

135,041



April 2019:

353,285



April 2018:

116,796



April 2018:

323,837

Top 10 CCPRC.com Pages Visited
1. Camping & Lodging
2. James Island County Park
3. Whirlin’ Waters Adventure Waterpark

4. Lowcountry Cajun Festival
5. McLeod Plantation Historic Site

6. Gold Pass Membership
7. Wannamaker County Park
8. Splash Zone Waterpark Employment
9. Park Pass Memberships
10. Kiawah Beachwalker Park

Top Visitor Locations
1. Charleston, SC
2. Charlotte, NC
3. Mount Pleasant, SC
4. Summerville, SC

5. Fayetteville, NC

6. Goose Creek, SC
7. Johns Island, SC
8. Germantown, NC
9. North Charleston, SC

10. Columbia, SC

Top Website & Social Referral Sites
1. Facebook.com
2. CharlestonCVB.com
3. OnlyInYourState.com
4. Instagram.com
5. TriFind.com

6. CharlestonRunningClub.com
7. CharlestonWeddingGuide.com
8. FollyBeach.com
9. CampgroundReviews.com
10. Sciway.net

Email Marketing


Open Rate: 40.3



Click-Through Rate: 17.7%



Opens By Device:


Mobile: 53%



Desktop: 47%
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YTD 1718
Attendance

46,838 68,566 135,214

56,939 60,758 127,583

BWP
IOP

216

3487

3271

Bulow

-31%

-1,450

3,210

4,660

-51%

-1784

1720

3504

Laurel Hil Old Towne

-9%

-2,368

23,538

25,906

McLeod

-9%

-5,472

-2,672 115,199

58,858 19,241 2,026,850

64,330 21,913 1,911,651

LIHP

-12%

Variance

Total Facility Attendance 1819 vs. 1718
MP Pier

7,631

7%

717

18,001 29,959 49,744 97,704

20,872 28,214 47,901 96,987

YTD 1819
Occupancy

YTD 1718
Occupancy

81%

77%

53%

57%

Campsites Cottages

92%

96%

Marina

6%

TOTAL

FB Pier

188,861

7,808

6%

1,843

1%

SK8

134,805 635,234 284,381 20,477 25,361 253,669
200,018
-10,100

13%

FBCP

24,605 387,368
11,158

-18%

JoICP

133,699
6%

CAW

-756
53%

WCP

-141
-3%

JICP

3,772
-1%

PICP

-7,700 -16,642
1%

YTD 1819
127,105 618,592 288,153 20,336
Attendance

-3%
SZ

YTD 1718
Vehicles

1,745

4%

-6%

44,042 81,838 148,032

YTD 1819
Vehicles

-2,871

6%

%

47,531 88,312 160,538

Variance

-14%

TOTAL

SI

12,506

%

IOP

22,152

6,474

8%

FBCP

YTD 1718
Attendance

24,695
3,489

8%

BWP

YTD 1819
Attendance

2,543

8%

TOTAL

Variance

11%

WW

%
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HUMAN RESOURCES UPDATE

Diversity Mission Statement: The Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission will provide
high quality park facilities, programs, and services to the ever-changing community we serve by
recruiting, training, and retaining a qualified and diverse staff.

Current Staff Statistics:
April 2019 EEO Information
FULL TIME
EMPLOYEES

PART TIME
EMPLOYEES

TOTAL OF ALL
EMPLOYEES

Number of Employees

175

913

1088

White

147

614

70%

Hispanic

5

41

4%

African American

16

176

18%

Asian

2

23

2%

Indian

1

8

1%

Two or more Races

4

51

5%

Male

101

372

43%

Female

74

541

57%
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HUMAN RESOURCES UPDATE
Volunteer Coordinator Report
APRIL 2019
Activity Category
CHARLESTON OUTDOOR FESTIVAL
COOPER RIVER BRIDGE RUN
DAY PARK
HEADQUARTERS
LOWCOUNTRY CAHUN FESTIVAL
MCLEOD PLANTATION
MULLET HAUL 5K & 10K TRAIL RUN
PADDLESPORTS AND OUTDOOR CLUBS
SHAGGIN’ ON THE COOPER
STARLIGHT YOGA
THE GREEN TEAM
TRAINING WORKSHOP FOR ON WATER
SAFETY
VOLUNTEERS IN PARKS (IOP)
WINE DOWN WEDNESDAY

Total April 2019 Volunteer Hours:
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer
Hours:

Hours
574
93
22
13
399
143
101
5
24
9
24

Volunteers
75
25
2
5
58
8
22
1
6
4
12

40
47
26
1520
8437
6104

13
10
6

2333
Value of Volunteer Hours:
9.35
Total April 2019 Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:

Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee
Equivalent:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee
Equivalent
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time
Employee Equivalent:

5.19
3.76

3.43
Value of Volunteer Hours Formula:
# volunteer hours / 162.5 (equivalent of one full time employee) = # full-time employee equivalent
Monthly Employee Cost Savings
Total April 2019 Volunteer Hours Value:
37,428.05
207,755.70
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours Value:
150,512.80
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours: Value
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer
Hours Value:

57,242.90
Monthly Employee Cost Savings Formula:

$4003 (monthly cost with salary and benefits for a specialist level 207 full time employee) x # of
full-time employee equivalent
= Monthly Employee Cost Savings
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Planning & Development Update

Progress has been steady on the final site work including grading the road and parking lot, concrete walks, pool deck, and
fencing. The swimming pool is complete and has been filled with water. The St. Paul Fire District assisted with filling the pool
using their fire hose. We appreciate their volunteer efforts for CCPRC. Permanent power from SCE&G has been supplied. The
project continues to await Charleston Water Systems’ (CWS) approval and commissioning of the water system. Shade Sail
columns and sails are now in place. The soft opening is anticipated the weekend of June 8.

The new attraction opened May 4 during Whirlin’ Waters normal seasonal opening. The weekend was well attended and
the rides were well received. Small punch items are nearly complete. The warranty period will begin after the punch items
are completed.
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Planning & Development Update—continued

After being delayed by permitting, work is well underway at Beachwalker. BluTide Marine Construction has up to three
crews at a time working as quickly as possible to re-open the facility. Project elements include: demolition &
replacement of the existing 40-year-old boardwalk & gatehouse, improved ADA-compliant parking, relocation and
improvement of the shower facilities, new main entry sign & gates, and an improved vehicular entrance to the park
with an additional ingress lane.

Work has begun on the new dog park. Project elements include clearing, grading, fencing, landscaping, hardscape,
benches, shade sails, restrooms, and a dog spray pad.

The Folly Beach County Park’s new Dunes House and infrastructure replacements/improvements project permitting
delay is over. The project is back underway. To reignite the project, a second kick-off meeting was conducted on
April 29. SouthCon, the project contractor, met with subcontractors during this meeting. Power line installation is
scheduled.
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Planning & Development Update—continued
The Sol Legare Boat Landing Improvements Project is underway. Currently, the permit for the boat landing improvements
is in process with the regulatory agencies. Improvements include: a fishing/crabbing dock, a new floating dock, and parking
lot improvements. Construction on this project should begin late fall.

The Invitation for Bid (IFB) for Stono River County Park Phase 2 was issued on March 4. Phase 2 will include construction of
an 8’-wide marsh boardwalk with overlooks, 6’pervious trails, 8’ wide pedestrian/bike trail, 5’ frontage sidewalk, and bench
installation. The facility is anticipated to open to the public in 2019.
CCPRC and the City of Charleston will jointly apply for grant funding through the CTC (gas tax) program administered
through Charleston County, to design and construct the <2,000-ft path needed to safely connect Stono River County Park to
the West Ashley Greenway.
Stono River County Park is featured as a starting point and terminus of the West Ashley Greenway in the Charleston Parks
Conservancy’s “West Ashley Greenway Master Plan”. This park will also eventually be one of many access nodes along the
East Coast Greenway—an off-road trail envisioned to extend between Maine and Florida.

West Ashley Greenway and Bikeway Master Plan Concept (Stono River County Park at far left of image)

A Request for Proposals (RFP) has been advertised for consultants to provide interpretive master planning services for Old
Towne Creek County Park. The planning process will conclude with an interpretive master plan that provides conceptual
ideas for ways to educate the public on the park’s rich cultural and natural history. The interpretive master plan will guide
the development and implementation of the park’s interpretive programming, in consideration of the existing park master
plan and Phase 1 development opportunities. The selected consultant will work closely with the park’s interpretive steering
committee. The committee is comprised of both CCPRC staff and external experts with historical knowledge of the site’s
history. Design development, construction, and installation are currently considered future tasks. Pending Commission
authorization, these tasks could be coordinated with the facility’s phased construction.

The Capital Design Staff provides assistance with the planning of some projects and facilitates the Design Review Process.
The following are projects that were reviewed and have received approval since the previous Commission Meeting:
April 2019
WCP - WW Locker Kiosk Enclosure
JICP - Boardroom Office Carpet
McLeod - Gate Replacement
WCP - Bike Repair Station
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