COMMISSIONERS:
Collin Bruner, Chair
Eduardo Curry, Vice Chair
Michelle Brandt
Lisa King
Mattese Lecque
Teddy Manos
Brad Taggart
David Bennett, Executive Director

Commission Update
__________________________________________________________________________________
October 13, 2021
Important Dates
Commission Regular Meeting – Monday, October 18, 2021 CCPRC Headquarters at 5:30 pm & online at www.charlestoncountyparks.com
Commission Meeting Agenda Highlights
Old Business:
None
New Business:
Planning and Capital Projects Update:
An overall update on the Planning and Capital Projects will be presented.
Action Items:
Besides the meeting minutes, there are three additional items that will require Commission
action on Monday evening (supplemental information attached).
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CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
ONLINE AT WWW.CHARLESTONCOUNTYPARKS.COM
MONDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2021
AGENDA
I.Call To Order And Welcome

Bruner

A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media
II.

Public Comments & Presentations

Bruner/Bennett

A. None
III.

Approval of Minutes

Bruner

A. (ACTION) Approval of September 27, 2021 Regular Commission Meeting Minutes
IV.

Old Business
A. None

V.

New Business
A. Planning and Development Update

Bowie

B. Financial Report

McManus

a. (ACTION) Change Order – Isle of Palms (IOP) ADA Improvement Project
b. (ACTION) Contract Award - IOP ADA Improvements- Phase I
C. (ACTION) Fees and Changes

Macchia

D. Baker Site Discussion

Bennett

E. Commission Highlight: Cemetery Management Plan Update
VI.

Newshutz/Ronan

Next Meeting
A. Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, November 15, 2021, 5:30pm at CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES
CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION (CCPRC)
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2021

Commission Members Present: Mr. Collin Bruner (via teleconference), Mr. Eduardo Curry (via teleconference),
Ms. Michelle Brandt, Ms. Lisa King (via teleconference), Ms. Mattese Lecque, and
Mr. Teddy Manos(via teleconference).
Commission Members Not Present:. Mr. Brad Taggart
Staff Present: Mr. David Bennett, Mr. Kevin Bowie, Mr. Charlie McManus, Mr. Phil Macchia, Ms. Gina EllisStrother, Ms. Renee Dickinson (via teleconference), Ms. Patty Newshutz, Mr. Steve Hutton (via
teleconference), Mr. Tommy Hale (via teleconference), Ms. Shanté Ellis, Ms. Marcie Chiappone, Ms.
Lisa Knisley-White (via teleconference), Ms. Melissa Muse (via teleconference), Ms. Penny
Westerfelhaus, Mr. Ande Oliver (via teleconference), and Mr. Matt Moldenhauer (via
teleconference).
Legal Counsel Present: Mr. Dwayne Green
Guests Present: Ms. Dale Aren
I.

Call to Order and Welcome
A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media
The Charleston County Park & Recreation Commission met on Monday, September 27, 2021 at
the CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC. Mr. Bruner, Commission Chair, called the meeting to
order and welcomed those in attendance. Mr. Bruner informed those present that notification of
the meeting was sent to the local news media and others requesting notification.

II.

Public Comments and Presentations
A. No public comments were made.
B. Past Commissioner Appreciation Award
Ms. Lecque and Mr. Bennett presented Ms. Dale Aren with a plaque of appreciation for her years
of service on the Commission. Ms. Aren stated that it was a privilege and honor to work with the
Commission and staff. She stated that she’s looking forward to working with the Charleston County
Parks Foundation Board and Commission Liaison. Ms. Lecque and Mr. Bennett noted that she is
one of the few that has visited all of the facilities (developed and undeveloped) in the park system.
Mr. Bruner welcomed Ms. Brandt to the Commission and stated he looks forward to meeting her
soon.

III.

Approval of Minutes
A. (ACTION) Approval of August 16, 2021 Regular Commission Meeting Minutes
Motion to approve the minutes of the August 16, 2021 Regular Commission Meeting was made by Ms.
Lecque, seconded by Ms. Brandt, and approved by the Commission. (#012-2122)
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B.

(ACTION) Approval of June 14, 2021 Strategic Planning Committee Commission Meeting
Minutes
Motion to approve the minutes of the June 14, 2021 Strategic Planning Committee Commission Meeting
was made by Ms. Lecque, seconded by Mr. Brandt and approved by the Commission. (#013-2122)

IV.

Old Business
A. None

V.

New Business
A. Planning and Development (P&D) Update
Mr. Bowie presented an update on the following Commission approved Capital Projects:
•
•

Latin American Festival will be hosted on October 10. It’s the first large event that the agency
has hosted since March 2020. Mr. Bowie invited the Commission to attend the event.
Publicly Advertised Bids
o Invitation for Bid (IFB) ▪ Accessibility Improvements Part 1 Parking and Park Center at Isle of Palms
County Park
o Request for Proposals –
▪ Old Town Creek County Park Phase I Development

•

Folly Beach Fishing Pier
o This is the largest capital improvement project undertaken by the Commission. The old
pier is completely demolished.

•

Comprehensive Plan Consultant Approval Request
o Request for Proposals were due June 17, 2021. Six firms responded. Top two firms were
interviewed; best technical proposal was chosen for the two-year process.
o Focus areas include:
▪ relevancy – provide parks and recreation services which adapt to current and
future public needs and expectations;
▪ access – provide an accessible and diverse offering of park and recreation facilities
and programs to all residents of Charleston County;
▪ connectivity – promote and enhance connections to, within, and beyond county
park and recreation facilities;
▪ resiliency – protect natural and cultural resources, while adapting to changing
social and environmental conditions; and
▪ organizational health – maintain an efficient, effective, and financially viable park
system, while capitalizing on the potential of available human resources.
o The Parks, Recreation, Open Spaces, and Trails plan tagline will be Park and Recreation
for All 2033.
o Mr. Manos asked the difference in technical choice in comparison to price. Mr. Bowie
stated that the price matched with the budget, but staff focused on technical outputs for
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this recommendation. Ms. Newshutz confirmed that the price was compared and viewed
as average for the size of the agency. She confirmed the price was negotiated by staff.
•

B.

Cooper River Marina Upland Improvements Change Order Request
o Applied Technology and Management (ATM) requested a $61,400 change order to
support the increased scope of work for the receipt of the Outdoor Recreation Legacy
Partnership program ($1M) grant.

Financial Report
Mr. McManus presented and reviewed the checks over $7500 and financial reports for the month of July.
Mr. McManus noted that there are some pre-paid annual expenses that hit the report in July. The Folly
Beach Fishing Pier replacement payments also are listed on the checks report. The agency is ahead of
where it was last year and expenses are tracking according to budget. Mr. McManus noted that it appears
that the revenue/expenses/attendance are starting to normalize again. There were no further questions
from the Commission.
a. (ACTION) Consultant Services for Development of a 10-Year Comprehensive Plan - Award
Contract
Motion to enter into a contract with Agency Landscape + Planning, LLC for $496,000, with funds
coming from the approved General Agency budget was made by Ms. Lecque, seconded by Ms.
Brandt, and approved by the Commission. (#014-2122)
b. (ACTION) Janitorial Services - Award Contract
Motion to enter into a contract with Cleaning Sensations, LLC in the amount of $20,100.00 for
the base year, with the option to renew for two one-year options with the funds coming from the
approved General Agency Operating budget lines was made by Ms. Brandt, seconded by Ms.
Lecque, and approved by the Commission. (#015-2122)
c. (ACTION) Change Order Request for Cooper River County Park Design Services
Motion to approve a change order with Applied Technology and Management, Inc., in the amount
of $61,400.00, with funds coming from the approved CIP Budget was made by Mr. Manos,
seconded by Ms. Lecque, and approved by the Commission. (#016 -2122)

C.

(ACTION) Charleston County Parks Foundation Board Member Appointment & Update
Motion to approve the appointment of Mr. Ronald Ravenell to the Charleston County Parks
Foundation Inc. Board was made by Ms. King, seconded by Ms. Lecque, and approved by the
Commission. (#017-2122)
Mr. Bruner commended Ms. King for her continued work and for adding great members to the
Foundation.

D. Commission Highlight: Grants
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Ms. Newshutz stated that her report will cover how grants support the agency’s mission/vision/values.
She stated that grants come with strings attached, require research, and must have a meticulously written
persuasive proposal. She noted grant writing requires a very specific skillset and not everyone is equipped
to produce consistent results. Ms. Newshutz gave a brief PRC grant history:
• 1978 - Palmetto Islands Acquisition – Land, Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Grant for
$46,800
• 1980 – Palmetto Islands Development – LWCF for $82, 274
• 1982 & 1987 – Folly Beach Facilities – LWCF for $103,858
• 1988 & 1995 – James Island County Parks – LWCF for $75,538
• 1996 – Isle of Palms Development – LWCF for $195,900
• 1999 – Caw Caw Interpretive Center – LWCF for $42,000
• 2003 – Cooper River Marina – Transient Docks – Boat Infrastructure Grant (BIG) for $928,125
• Multiple Year – Rural Recreation Sites – South Carolina Parks and Recreation and Tourism (SC
PRT) Park and Recreation Development (PARD) Grant – annual amounts vary
In the early 2000s, the LWCF grants started to run out or get reduced by budget cuts and they were very
difficult to be awarded a grant. In 2009, Ms. Westerfelhaus decided on her own that she wanted to fully
pursue more grants for the agency. She honed her grant research and application skills. Ms. Newshutz
commended Ms. Westerfelhaus for her work from 2009 to the present:
• 26 capital projects received grant funding;
• some projects received multiple grants;
• some projects grant matching funds were covered by another grant;
• 13 different grant programs have been utilized;
• 2 new opportunities;
• 88% success rate (national average is 60-70% for previously applied for grants or 40-50% for new
grants).
Grant awards have varied from $6,136 (PARD) to $500,000 (LWCF). The average grant the agency has
received is $131,690. $3,423,948 in grant funding has been approved by the Commission to date. Ms.
Newshutz briefly reviewed the most recent projects funded by grants: Folly Beach Dunes House, Sol
Legare Boat Ramp, Cooper River Marina Repairs, Palmetto Islands Nature Boardwalks, Ten-Mile
Community Playground. Most recently, Ms. Westerfelhaus researched and applied for the Open Space
& Recreation Legacy Grant. Due to her efforts, the agency received approval for $1M from the grant to
assist with Cooper River Marina upland enhancements. This will be the largest grant the agency has ever
received. Bringing the agency’s new grant funding total to $4,423,948. Ms. Brandt asked if Ms.
Westerfelhaus works alone or has a team. Ms. Westerfelhaus confirmed she works alone. Ms. Brandt and
Ms. Lecque inquired as to whether the agency is paying Ms. Westerfelhaus enough. Ms. Westerfelhaus
requested a pay raise. Mr. Bruner thanked Ms. Westerfelhaus for her work. Mr. Bennett complimented
the Commission for their support of a strong capital plan and budget. Mr. Bennett commended Ms.
Westerfelhaus for her diligence in going after funding. Mr. Bennett noted that the agency had an overall
agency grant writer in the early 2000s, but that position no longer exists. Now the agency focuses more
on locating grants for capital projects. Ms. Lecque stated that she doesn’t want to diminish Ms.
Westerfelhaus’ abilities. Ms. Newshutz noted that Ms. Westerfelhaus has developed a very trusting
relationship with the state and federal grant administrators. They know the agency is going to follow their
procedures and appropriate their funds correctly, and the job will get done correctly. She diligently
coordinates these items on time and within budget. Her relationships go a long way and assist the agency
to be viewed in a better light.
Mr. Green stated his desire to make a rare point of privilege. He commended the work of Ms.
Westerfelhaus. He noted that in his experience with other non-profits there is rarely staff that are willing
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to seek grants without having some skin in the game or monetary incentive. He stated that if there are
tremendous dollars that may be pursued in the future due to the relationships that have previously been
built the agency may consider offering a future incentive that can be discussed further for those that
pursue these grants that wouldn’t cost the agency very much. He noted that it is typically not done
retroactively, but noted how unprecedented it is for Ms. Westerfelhaus to pursue these funds out of a
love the for agency and no other prior incentive. He stated that this is a future potential asset. He stated
that in his experience when other organizations without a diligent person pursue a grant it does not allow
the grants to flow and they often lose the grant or future grants due to the lack of skillset, follow-up, or
report. Ms. Lecque stated her appreciation. Mr. Bruner thanked Ms. Newshutz for the presentation and
Ms. Westerfelhaus for her contributions to make various projects within the capital improvements plan
possible.
E.

Executive Session: Legal Matter
Motion enter into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters was made by Ms. Brandt, seconded by
Ms. Lecque, and approved by the Commission. (#018-2122)
Upon coming out of Executive Session, the Executive Director stated that personnel matters had been
discussed. The Commission directed legal to make adjustments to the Executive Director position’s
transition documents.

VII.

Next Meeting

Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, October 18, 2021, 5:30 pm at CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:18 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Collin Bruner, Chair

Shanté Ellis, Executive Administrative Manager
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August 2021 Checks over $7,500

Date

Check #

Vendor

Description

Amount

General Agency
7/1/2021 3038539 EGroup Holding Co

Nutanix IT Appliance

$

77,812.36

7/1/2021 3038540 Experian Marketing Solutions Inc

Experian Marketing

$

12,215.97

7/8/2021 3038558 Pflug Law Firm Llc

Legal Fees May, June, and July

$

9,173.00

7/8/2021 3038598 Guy C Lee Building Materials

FBCP Add Deck to Walkway at Dunes House

$

34,919.68

7/8/2021 3038663 Charleston Area Convention & Visitors Bureau

Explore Charleston Visitors Guide

$

15,200.00

Radio User Fee

$

28,158.00

$
$
$
$

199,177.46
11,686.10
14,687.50
11,548.62

7/15/2021 3038664 Charleston County

7/1/2021
7/8/2021
7/15/2021
7/15/2021

29
187
188
189

Capital Improvement Projects
Envirosmart Inc
WCP Dog Park Construction
Jon Guerry Taylor & Associates Llc
Sol Legare Boat Landing Design
Collins Engineer
IOP ADA Improvements - Engineer
Carolina Recreation and Design
South Santee Playground Replacement
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Combined General Agency Operations
August, 2021

Combined Revenues
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services
Total Revenue

Prior YTD Actuals
246,308
3,182,837
127,524
3,556,669

Year To date Actuals
173,931
4,716,529
367,402
5,257,862

Total Expenses
Net Operating Income

1,610,444
3,049,310
565,029
5,224,783
(1,668,114)

1,895,278
3,048,652
683,010
5,626,940
(369,078)

Transfers In
Transfers Out
Change in Fund Balance

‐
‐
(1,668,114)

‐
2,000,000
(2,369,078)

121,500
2,000,000
(559,112)

Fund Balance Statement
Change in Fund Balance
Fund Balance‐ Beginning of Year
Ending Fund Balance

(1,668,114)
20,334,393
18,666,279

(2,369,078)
18,036,272
15,667,194

(559,112)
18,036,272
17,477,160

Combined Expenses
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services
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Current Year Budget
18,620,985
15,370,490
1,803,591
35,795,066

10,284,858
19,119,793
5,071,027
34,475,678
1,319,388

% of Budget
1%
31%
20%
15%

18%
16%
13%
16%

0%
100%

Support Services
August, 2021
Revenues
Administration Millage
Administration‐ Other
Total Revenue

Prior YTD Actuals
219,392
26,916
246,308

Year To date Actuals
140,810
33,121
173,931

Expenses
Administration
Executive
Financial Services
Human Resources
Information Technology
Marketing
Park and Program Services
Planning and Development
Safety
Total Expenses
Net Operating Income

741,845
182,034
104,963
42,440
135,572
147,458
82,494
115,863
57,775
1,610,444
(1,364,136)

786,136
203,947
105,950
65,193
290,506
177,878
78,086
115,732
71,852
1,895,280
(1,721,349)

1,147,850
1,571,811
960,550
873,896
1,958,345
1,241,478
617,256
1,439,182
474,489
10,284,857
8,336,128

68%
13%
11%
7%
15%
14%
13%
8%
15%
18%

0
2,000,000

121,500
2,000,000

0%
100%

(3,721,349)

6,457,628

Transfers In
Transfers Out
Change in Fund Balance

0
0
(1,364,136)
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Current Year Budget
18,400,000
220,985
18,620,985

% of Budget
1%
15%
1%

Park Services
August, 2021
Revenues
Prior YTD Actuals
Administration
381
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
9,203
Cooper River Marina
244,587
Folly Beach County Park
186,637
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
340,947
Isle of Palms County Park
339,393
James Island County Park
759,502
Johns Island County Park
15,872
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
130,522
Lake House at Bulow
8,800
Laurel Hill Plantation
161
McLeod Plantation
46,717
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
135,240
Mount Pleasant Pier
71,297
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
858,196
Old Towne Creek County Park
0
SK8 Charleston
30,097
Stono River Park
1,429
West County Aquatics Center
3,857
Total Revenue
3,182,838
Expenses
Administration
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
Cooper River Marina
Folly Beach County Park
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
Isle of Palms County Park
James Island County Park
Johns Island County Park
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
Lake House at Bulow
Laurel Hill Plantation
McLeod Plantation
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
Mount Pleasant Pier
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
Old Towne Creek County Park
SK8 Charleston
Stono River Park
Undeveloped Properties & HQ Maintenance
West County Aquatics Center
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

179,429
40,730
53,321
85,853
257,006
182,487
664,731
77,945
92,249
12,305
2,497
38,104
228,401
78,407
715,265
1,078
32,393
3,007
255,927
48,174
3,049,309
133,529

11

Year To date Actuals Current Year Budget
4,580
43,000
11,293
53,157
293,235
916,048
272,419
611,429
155,029
937,326
377,029
886,919
1,012,291
5,894,992
6,645
108,448
149,783
339,305
11,050
152,610
256
7,772
134,233
555,425
250,165
736,533
117,075
348,984
1,899,068
3,613,043
0
0
15,049
145,124
3,080
9,000
4,249
11,375
4,716,529
15,370,490

179,057
47,176
50,248
131,995
220,184
148,990
773,043
50,013
96,487
16,161
2,761
37,848
218,046
75,873
693,777
1,362
41,342
4,237
216,379
43,674
3,048,653
1,667,876

1,259,518
325,423
645,312
440,869
1,184,726
719,571
5,076,166
482,170
451,172
160,364
48,344
338,773
1,332,671
553,674
3,481,795
39,401
279,666
32,914
2,089,248
178,016
19,119,793
(3,749,303)

% of Budget
11%
21%
32%
45%
17%
43%
17%
6%
44%
7%
3%
24%
34%
34%
53%
0%
10%
34%
37%
31%

14%
14%
8%
30%
19%
21%
15%
10%
21%
10%
6%
11%
16%
14%
20%
3%
15%
13%
10%
25%
16%

Recreation Services
August, 2021
Revenue
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Revenue

Expenses
Administration
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

Prior YTD Actuals
0
0
3,187
90,153
8,819
25,365
127,524

Year To date Actuals
600
42,226
7,017
215,896
51,333
50,329
367,401

Current Year Budget
4,780
214,000
126,920
817,534
417,937
222,420
1,803,591

% of Budget
13%
20%
6%
26%
12%
23%
20%

104,354
4,600
90,030
95,038
189,949
31,307
49,752
565,030
(437,506)

88,189
750
161,505
99,445
207,702
64,549
60,869
683,009
(315,608)

698,876
33,789
1,194,747
829,267
1,387,175
544,082
383,091
5,071,027
(3,267,436)

13%
2%
14%
12%
15%
12%
16%
13%
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MEMORANDUM

TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charles McManus
October 12, 2021
Change Order Request for IOP ADA Improvement Project

The Collins Engineering contract is for Professional Consultant Services for the Isle of Palms
ADA Improvement Project. This change order increases Collins Engineering’s contract scope to
include construction administration services for Phase I and II.
Collins Engineering submitted a proposal for a change order in the amount of $37,280.00. The
current contract total is $31,250.00. The new contract amount is $68,530.00
The Project is Budgeted to come from the CIP Self-Funded GL Line #21350000-90070-0000.
Recommend approval for a change order with Collins Engineering, in the amount of
$37,280.00, with funds coming from the approved CIP Budget.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charles McManus
October 12, 2021
Isle of Palms ADA Improvements- Phase I

An Invitation for Bid was issued and publicly advertised for the Isle of Palms Parking and Park
Center ADA Improvements- Phase I project. Three firms responded.
MedPro Systems, LLC submitted the lowest qualified bid for $151,045.66.
The project is budgeted to come from the CIP Self-Funded Budget line #21350000-90070-0000.
Recommend approval to enter into a contract with MedPro Systems, LLC for the
construction of Parking and Park Center ADA Improvements- Phase I in the amount of
$151,045.66 with the funds coming from the approved CIP budget.
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FEES AND CHANGES
PROPOSAL
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October 2021

MEMORANDUM

TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Philip Macchia
October 12, 2021
Fees and Changes Proposal

Annually, staff meet with the various park managers and program supervisors to discuss their
fee/change recommendations. This annual process is the result of conducting market research,
receiving customer feedback, and researching trends, with the goal of increasing revenue streams
to help offset operational costs.
Overall the agency strives to balance the cost-to-benefit ratio by providing basic facilities and
services without a fee for use (playgrounds, picnic sites, trails, spray play areas, boat landings),
and by keeping the admission fee affordable at the day parks. Specialized facilities, (water
parks, beach park facilities, overnight accommodations, marina, rentals, etc.) are provided by
charging a market-based fee. This balanced approach is a major factor in the success of our
agency and allows us to provide unique leisure opportunities to our customers.
Attached are the recommendations for Commission consideration.
Recommend approval to accept proposed Fees and Changes

10/12/2021
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Fees & Changes 2021
Increase of:

Current Pricing

Proposed Pricing

$30/month
$50/month

$35/month
$55/month

$18/day
$65/week
$120/month
$36/day
$120/week
$240/month
$19/ft

$18/day
$90/week
$150/month
$36/day
$180/week
$300/month
$20/ft

CRM
Increase long-term electric rates:
Long-Term Electric 30-amp
Long-Term Electric 50/60-amp
Increase 50-amp and 100-amp transient electric
rates.
Transient Electric 50-amp

Transient Electric 100-amp

Increase transient monthly dockage rate
DAYPARKS
Increase rental rates for bikes & boats in dayparks:
Single kayak
Two-seat kayaks/pedal boats
Four-seat pedal boat
SUP
Bicycle
Increase JoICP camping rates
Change JoICP hours
WATERPARKS
Increase all admissions by $2 (WW/SZ/SI)
General admission
Under 48”
Senior
After 3PM
BEACHES & PIER
Create boogie board rentals at beaches
Change fee structure at beaches and FBP:
Nov–Feb
March and October
April and September
May–Labor Day
Advance Tickets
Create event fee at FBCP/FBP
THE CAMPGROUND & COTTAGES
Increase rental rates for bikes in C&C
Increase RV rates at JICP Campground:
Pull-thru
10/12/2021

Potential
Revenue
Impact
$14,636.00

$10,700.00
$3.50/$5.50
$4.00/$6.00
$6.00/$8.00
$12/hr
$4/hr
$25/night
---

$4.00/$6.00
$5.00/$7.00
$7.00/$9.00
$12/hr
$5/hr
$30/$40 night
--$263,380.00

$21.99/$11.99/$7.99
$16.99/$9.99/$6.99
$11.99/$6.99/$4.99
$12.99/$7.99/$5.99

$23.99/$13.99/$9.99
$18.99/$11.99/$8.99
$13.99/$8.99/$6.99
$14.99/$9.99/$7.99

N/A

$15/day, $25 deposit

$5 daily
$5 M–F, $10 Sa–Su
$10 daily
$10 M–F, $15 Sa, Su,
& holidays
$7
N/A

$5 daily
$10 daily
$10 daily
$15 M–F, $20 Sa, Su,
& holidays
$12
$750

$394,185.00

$86,605.00

17

$10/$5

$15/$10

$66

$70

Back-in
W/E only
Overflow
Change primitive site rates at JICP Campground
Change cottage rates

MEMBERSHIPS
Increase Gold Pass rates
Increase Individual Pass rates

$59
$55
$35
$35
$169

$60
$55
$35
$35 Su–Th, $40 F–Sa
$169 on Su–Th
$195 on F–Sa
$1,066/week from
Memorial Day–Labor
Day

$85/$70/$55
$30/$20

$90/$75/$60
$35/$25

$133,960.00

If all proposals are approved, the potential net revenue impact is $863,280.00.

10/12/2021
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1

CONSTRUCTION

Leaders seek public input for Mark Clark Extension plans
By Teri Errico Griffis tgriffis@scbiznews.com l SEPT 15, 2021

In the next 30 years, traffic on the Mark Clark and surrounding
roadways is expected to get worse.

By 2050, Johns Island’s population could grow by 206%, and a
trip from the intersection of River and Main roads to
Charleston International Airport could take 134 minutes,
according to a 2019 Cultural Historical Activity Theory model.
Charleston County Deputy Director of Public Works Richard
Turner and Jae Mattox, a S.C. Department of Transportation
program manager for the project, addressed the traffic — and
a solution — on Aug. 19. After decades in the making, plans for
Alternative G, a proposed version of the Mark Clark Extension,
are moving forward and the public feedback period is open

Traffic merges on and off of Interstate 526 on Paul Cantrell Boulevard in West Ashley.
Westbound drivers take roughly 2 miles to Savannah Highway, the end of the 526
system. (Photo/Teri Errico Griffis)

through Oct. 15.
Mattox and Turner said they are eager to hear specifically
from the people living in the region.

This story was originally printed in the Sept. 6, 2021 issue of
the Charleston Regional Business Journal.

“This project’s been around for so long and my fear is that

The daily commute from Johns Island to North Charleston had

people are immune to it,” Mattox said. “When that happens,

become so overwhelming that Bradley Taggart quit his job in

it’s hard for us to accomplish what we need to accomplish

2020 to become a stay-at-home dad.

during this period.”

Taggart is co-founder of Charlestonians for I-526, a group of

The proposed Alternative G is a 9.5 mile, four-lane parkway

now 11,000 island residents who formed in 2012 out of

with speed limits between 35 and 45 miles per hour. Of the

mutual commuter struggles. Together they advocate for the

extension, 6.1 miles will be a bridge structure over the Stono

proposed Mark Clark Extension by commenting at meetings,

River, reducing the project’s footprint and wetland impacts.

researching and disseminating information to residents,

While the goal is to have as little interruption as possible,

primarily via Facebook.

Alternative G still would require seven business relocations
and 13 residential relocations, Mattox said.

“What we were seeing in the media as far as people opposing
new roads, and what we were hearing amongst our neighbors,

There is no projected cost yet for Alternative G as leaders

it didn’t match,” Taggart said. “The people wanted the roads,

await final plans, but the estimated total in 2019 was between

but some of the people and special interest groups did not.”

$725 million and $772 million.

COVER PHOTOS: Mt. Pleasant Pier—Shaggin’ on the Cooper. Folly Beach County Park Dunes House. Wannamaker County Park—Dog Day Afternoon. James Island County Park

–Play in the Park Day. North Carolina—Black Leadership in Nature Program, Kayak Training. Johns Island County Park—Toast Under the Oaks. McLeod Plantation Historic Site.
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Mark Clark extension plans — continued

The 9.5-mile route will have two connection points extending
Interstate 526. Connector A will be the western link between
the Mark Clark Extension and River Road, while Connector B

will link the eastern side.
Extension plans also include a 12-foot-wide multi-use path for
pedestrians and bicyclists that will connect the West Ashley
Greenway and James Island County Park.
On average, the extension could save more than 6,946
commuter hours a day or 98,000 driving miles, according to a
2010 environmental impact study. That’s roughly 36 million
miles driven annually by commuters and more than $20 million in savings each year for gas and vehicle wear and tear, per

Better Image Group, a screen printer on Johns Island, regularly receives requests
for these custom bumper stickers they designed. (Photo/Teri Errico Griffis)

IRS mileage calculations.
“The road would pay for itself in 16 years, just based on the

“It’s a lot of commuter traffic that’s going in and out of those

time value that it would save,” Taggart said.

areas each day,” Turner said. “When I look at traffic needs,
Many alternatives

that’s really the thing that sinks in to me.”

Alternative G is one of 39 plans that were originally proposed

Getting to work

10 years ago. The 2021 version combines two previous ideas
together using comments from residents, elected officials,

Between 2015 and 2050, employment growth in Charleston

planning agencies and more over the years, Mattox said.

County is expected to increase 57% to 415,637 jobs, according
to CHATS.

“Public involvement is so important and has impacts on the

Taggart agreed the extension would be valuable for Johns

project,” Mattox said.

Island, Kiawah Island, Seabrook Island and Wadmalaw comPublic feedback also played a part in relocating plans for the

muters.

intersection of Connection B, shifting the multi-path to the
county park entrance, and upgrading the original intersection

“All of our neighbors are in support of (the extension) because

of Maybank Highway and River Road.

most of them work and have small children and mobility is
high on their list, whereas some of the older residents of the

If completed, the extension could cut the commute from River

island, mobility is not a priority,” Taggart said. “They lead a

and Main roads to the airport by 94 minutes, or from the same

different lifestyle than most of the newer residents. And

location to Medical University of South Carolina from 114

they’re kind of clinging to the past.”

minutes to 19, per CHAT calculations.
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Mark Clark extension plans — continued

Taggart understands the concerns. He too grew up in a rural

Speaking up

area and saw it suburbanized, but the growth is a real issue, he

Following Alternative G’s public comment period, an

said.

environmental-impact statement will be drafted, hopefully by
“Johns Island as the crow flies is five miles from downtown

spring 2022, Mattox said.

Charleston,” he said. “So to think any city five miles away from

If the project receives federal and state approval on schedule

the fastest growing city is going to stay country is not realistic.

summer 2022 and winter 2023, the final design would come

It’s filling in on Johns Island, and we have to just accept that

2023 and construction could kick off in 2024.

reality.”

For those interested, there is a virtual public hearing room on

Not all residents wanted to be on the record about their

the website at www.scdotmarkclark.com to attend meetings.

opinions about plans for the Mark Clark Expressway. One

Public can also comment online, email or write to Turner and

James Island resident, like Taggart is for the extension, but he

Mattox at P.O. Box 191, Columbia, S.C. 29202.

doesn’t believe Alternative G is the finite solution. He suggests
the project be broken up into two parts, focusing first on Johns

“Hopefully we’ll be able to get comments, we’ll be able to get

Island. Leaders can then determine costs and see if the

concerns addressed. … If we don’t get the feedback, we don’t

extension works.

know what we don’t know,” Mattox said.

“They’re trying to give us something that they’re not even sure

On Sept. 14, a public hearing was held at Essex Village Church

is going to alleviate all these troubles,” he said.

in West Ashley with an informal session from 11 a.m. until 6
p.m. A formal presentation and verbal comment session began

Some are concerned Alternative G will create more of a

at 6 p.m.

chokehold at Maybank Highway and Main Road because
enough hasn’t been done to keep up with growth and infra-

“This is totally not a done deal,” Mattox said. “That’s part of

structure needs.

the reason we’re going to the public because we’ll take every-

thing that we get from the public, all the comments, all the

“You’re going to cruise over the bridge and still sit in traffic

concerns, ns and we’ll address those as best we can.”

when you get off,” one person said. “If you bring a bunch of
cars over to a road that’s not properly built to handle it, it’s
going to be another traffic jam.”
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Commentary: Make I-526 from Johns to James Island a buses-only highway
By Reinhold Roedig ll Sept 14, 2021


A plan formulated by retired German planner Reinhold
Roedig envisions part of the I-526 extension project as a
highway for buses.
The S.C. Department of Transportation has released detailed
information about the planned Interstate 526 extension, and
everybody who wants to be in the discussion should first study
it. When I learned that Johns Island is expected to triple its
population between 2015 and 2050, my initially favorable view
of this project changed.

In its study for the I-526 extension, the Department of
Transportation does not mention buses or public transportation. This is the mindset of the 1970s, when road planning
destroyed the urban fabric of cities and made them dependent
on individual car traffic.

The highway extension by itself is only a partial solution. Once
built, it would trigger the widening of roads all over the area.
The monetary and environmental costs of those roads app
ear nowhere in the otherwise diligent impact study. We have
arrived at a waypoint where we must question uncontrolled
growth based on car traffic and become serious about public
transportation.

Perpetuated today, it is an astonishing denial of the challenges
that are posed by climate change. It also constitutes social
injustice toward residents on the islands who cannot drive cars
because of their age or lack of monetary means.
Electric cars will not reduce congestion. Autonomous cars will
increase demand and make it much worse. Future
development on the islands is acceptable only if a significant
amount of commuting can be served by public transportation.
The I-526 extension offers a unique chance to do so.

The region has made a promising start with the Lowcountry
Rapid Transit project. However, the low densities on James
and Johns islands call for a different concept: multiple lines of
smaller buses branching out into these islands. But how can
these buses get there without being stuck in car traffic? The
I-526 extension presents a one-time chance to achieve this
through these steps:


Build the I-526 extension as proposed in Alternative G
with four lanes between West Ashley and Johns Island.
This section of the highway is badly needed to connect
Johns Island with destinations north and would reduce
congestion on Main Road and Maybank Highway on
James Island.



Continue the extension to James Island and S.C. 30 as a
two-lane bus road, accompanied by a bike and pedestrian
path. If this section is built for car traffic, it will have a
disproportionate impact on neighborhoods and the James
Island County Park while bringing ever more cars into the
city where parking is already scarce. As a green corridor,
serving electric buses and bikers, it would be quiet and
improve access to the park.

Make future development on the islands conditional on
improving bus service. Establish small park-and-ride lots
where the bus lines connect to developments. As bus
traffic
increases, reserve two lanes on I-526 and S.C. 30 for
“green” traffic.

Reinhold Roedig of Wadmalaw Island is a retired city planner
from Germany who specialized in urban renewal.

A highway for buses
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Editorial: Keep dense development away from Stono’s headwaters
BY THE EDITORIAL STAFF
Sept 15, 2021
Editorials represent the institutional view of the newspaper.
They are written and edited by the editorial staff, which
operates separately from the news department. Editorial writers are
not involved in newsroom operations.

The problem is that the annexation also would open the larger
area to far more development. Currently, the large tract is
zoned resource management in Charleston County, a classification that allows only one home per 25 acres and is designed
to support continued farming, timber or conservation uses of
rural land. However, the town’s “agricultural residential”
rezoning would allow one home per acre, a significant increase
in density.
The properties at issue sit next to the Caw Caw Interpretive
Center, part of a former rice plantation with tangible historic
and natural resources. It’s one of the most pristine and scenic
spots in southern Charleston County, and its quiet ambiance

would be placed at risk by any significant added development
next door. Beyond this nature park, such development also
would further congest U.S. Highway 17 and tax the water
quality of Rantowles Creek and the Stono River.
More than a decade ago, elected officials in the city and
This view, looking east in Charleston County’s Caw Caw Interpretive

county of Charleston agreed on a new urban growth

Center, shows the unspoiled nature of the neighboring tracts. A pending

boundary, a line on a map where they believed suburban

annexation by the town of Ravenel could change that. Robert Behre/Staff

development should stop and the land’s rural character should
For the most part, the town of Ravenel has avoided the

be preserved. These tracts sit on the rural side of that line,

controversial annexations and rezonings that have flared up in

hence the county’s protective zoning, but the line doesn’t bind

many other spots along the edge of the greater Charleston

actions by Ravenel or other rural towns. It doesn’t even bind

metro area. We urge town officials to keep that record intact

future city and county leaders, in the sense that they can

by rejecting a pending annexation of two tracts along the

always decide to move the line.

northern edge of Charleston County’s Caw Caw Interpretive

The idea of a limit to urban growth — that there comes a point

Center, a pristine nature park near the headwaters of the

where the region’s suburban development should end and its

Stono River.

longtime rural character be preserved — is something all our

Ravenel’s Planning and Zoning Commission will consider a

elected leaders should respect and work toward, even if they

request at 6 p.m. Thursday to annex a 2,889-acre tract and

aren’t legally bound by it. Such cooperation is the best kind of

then rezone it and a 163-acre tract already in the town to

regional planning. It’s also simply being a good neighbor.

allow a mixed-use neighborhood with about 400 homes near

We must encourage our elected leaders, wherever they serve,

E.B. Ellington Elementary School.

to respect this fragile line.
6

Keep Development away — continued

Some are concerned Ravenel’s annexation could bring

One Achilles’ heel of our local land use planning, particularly in

negative repercussions beyond the vast tracts currently at

rural areas, is that cities and counties can have different

issue, possibly even inviting a new battle over the Poplar

approaches to zoning, and savvy developers can play one

Grove development on the Dorchester-Charleston county line.

against the other to get the kind of outcome, the kind of

“If the annexation happens, the owners of Poplar Grove could

financial return, that suits them but harms our community.

then petition to be annexed into the town and develop their

Such sentiment played out recently in Dorchester County,

property more densely,” said Jason Crowley with the Coastal

where County Council unfortunately amended its zoning to

Conservation League, which was part of a team that worked to

allow a gas station at the sensitive Cooks Crossroads intersec-

rein in the once-controversial Poplar Grove plan. “We might

tion. One reason was that if the county didn’t act, the property

have to deal with the Poplar Grove development again.”

owner could seek annexation into North Charleston or
Summerville, which, presumably, also could approve a gas

It doesn’t end there; other rural tracts also could be affected

station.

by Ravenel’s precedent. “If this developer is able to get rid of

its resource management zoning that has been integral to

Ravenel has a reputation as a place in no rush to become more

southern Charleston County’s land use management, who is to

densely developed. It should reject this annexation to show

say other owners of large tracts won’t try to follow suit?” Mr.

that’s still the case.

Crowley said.
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Opinion
Sept 23, 2021
Letters: I-526 extension needs environmental, cost data
updated

I went to the Interstate 526 extension public hearing Sept. 14
in West Ashley that the state Department of Transportation
held as part of the Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement process.
The Draft Environmental Impact Statement was last done in
2010, so it needs to be updated as part of the latest iteration
of the project.
This hearing capped the DOT’s taxpayer-funded marketing
campaign about building this 9-plus mile “parkway.” Most of it
would be on bridges over the marshes and Stono River, and

would take 30 acres of James Island County Park. It also would
negatively affect historical African-American communities on
Johns and James islands.
In the absence of an updated cost estimate, DOT is using $772

The approximate route of the Interstate 526

million for its assessments. It was farcical to hold the hearing

extension. File/Brandon Lockett/Staff

without a current price tag as there is no basis on which to
make valid judgments.
Charleston

County

Those
Council

member

Brantley

interested

can

see

all

the

information

at

scdotmarkclark.com and comment on the environmental

Moody

impact statement until Oct. 15.

introduced the hearing and spoke in favor of the project,

RICH THOMAS
Member, Nix 526 advocacy group
Betsy Kerrison Parkway, Johns Island

saying 70% were in favor.
He did not say who the 70% were, but it likely includes those
salivating at nearly a billion dollars being spent on road
construction. Of the 18 citizens from Moody’s West Ashley
district who spoke at the hearing, not one was in favor of the
project.
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Grind for Life Series skates into the Lowcountry Oct. 2
Sept 27, 2021
Charleston County Parks announced that an installment of the
Grind for Life series will take place at SK8 Charleston in
October.
In partnership with The Boardr, the Grind for Life series, a
nationally recognized street and bowl skateboarding contest,
will be held on Oct. 2 from 9 a.m. until 5:30 p.m.
A portion of entry fees from the event will be donated to the
Grind for Life Organization. The Grind for Life Organization is a
501(c)(3) that raises money to assist cancer patients with
travel expenses for treatment that are not usually covered by
health insurance.
The Grind for Life series, a nationally
recognized street and bowl skateboarding contest,
will be held on Oct. 2 from
9 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. at SK8 Charleston.
Provided

The schedule will begin with practice sessions and an adaptive
clinic in the morning, followed by adaptive skating
competitions.
The rest of the day will feature street skating and bowl
competitions in various categories and age groups, followed
by awards presentations.

Smoking, tobacco products of any form, and alcohol are
strictly prohibited within SK8 Charleston.

Participants are encouraged to arrive on time for their division.
Schedule adjustments cannot be made. The full contest
schedule can be found online at CharlestonCountyParks.com.

Owned and operated by the Charleston County Park and
Recreation Commission, SK8 Charleston is a regional-sized
concrete skate park that spans over 32,000 square feet. The
park, which opened in 2017, is located on the neck area of the
Charleston peninsula at 1549 Oceanic Street.

Online pre-registration is $35 and is highly recommended.
Pre-registration can be completed online at CharlestonCountyParks.com.
On-site registration is $40. First time competitors in a Grind for
Life contest are not charged a registration fee. All skaters must
complete both a Grind for Life and SK8 Charleston wavier.
Participants under 18 must have waivers completed by a
parent or legal guardian.

SK8 Charleston features an intermediate bowl, a pro bowl, a
200-foot-long snake run, and a 300-foot-long street course.
The site also features a building offering a small skate shop,
restrooms, concessions and seating areas. SK8 Charleston is
open each Wednesday through Monday for skating, and on
Tuesdays for BMX bikers.

All participants must wear industry standard helmets with
securely fastened chinstrap and closed toe shoes at all times.
Protective pads are strongly recommended. Children 12 and
under must be under the supervision of an adult 18 years of
age or older at all times.

For more information on the Grind For Life series or SK8
Charleston, visit CharlestonCountyParks.com or call (843) 7954386.
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Dogs run free at waterpark’s Dog Day
BY KENNA COE news@moultrienews.com l Sep 14, 2021

While there were no dogs spotted sliding down the
waterslides, they did swim, play tug of war with foam footballs

and ran through the fountains. From dachshunds to Great
Danes, they zipped from one pool to the next through the
crowd of dog owners, occasionally bumping into those in their
path.
“It’s madness,” said Tara Turner who brought her dog Benji.
“But the dogs are just loving it.”
Turner typically takes Benji to the beach on Saturday mornings
with her friend, but they decided to change up their routine
when they heard about the event. She said it was her first time
Genji carries a ball in his mouth while swimming in the pool.

coming to a dog day at the waterpark. “It’s definitely worth

Owners Casey and April Salvador attended Dog Day at Splash

going to,” she said.

Island Waterpark for the first time on Sept. 11. KENNA COE/STAFF

Charleston County Parks and Recreation Commission hosted
The dog days of summer may be soon over, but dogs in Mount

two Dog Day sessions at Splash Island Waterpark at Palmetto

Pleasant had a chance to soak up the sun at Splash Island

Islands County Park in Mount Pleasant on Sept. 11 as well as

Waterpark on a warm September morning.

two other sessions at Whirlin’ Waters Adventure Waterpark in
North Charleston on Sept. 12.
Bruno, a bulldog dressed in an orange life vest, was no
stranger to the pool. “He takes swim lessons,” said Danielle
Mates, Bruno’s owner. However, he may not be the fastest in
the pool. Bruno and Mates have attended a CCPRC’s dog day
waterpark events in the past.
Lifeguards monitored the pool like a typical day at the waterpark, except the rules were a little more lax. No dogs were
reprimanded for running on the pool deck or diving in
headfirst. One lifeguard said he didn’t know how to do CPR on
a dog; a topic that isn’t typically covered in basic lifeguard
training.

Benji keeps his green foam football away from another dog at Dog
Day at Splash Island Waterpark on Sept. 11.

KENNA COE/STAFF
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Dogs run free — continued

Fortunately, there weren’t any dog-saving emergencies. But, it

Erin Hynd took her eyes off her sister’s two dogs and they

was common for owners to lose sight of their dogs in the

blended into the sea of swimming dogs. She said a black lab

crowd.

and golden retriever are easy to lose considering they’re some
of the most popular of dog breeds. Hynd’s sister quickly found
Izze and Berry after they scurried off elsewhere to play.
Erin Hynd said the dogs were excited for the outing as soon as
they pulled into the parking lot.

Bruno sports his orange life vest at Dog Day at Splash Island
Waterpark on Sept. 11.

KENNA COE/STAFF

Two dogs play at the waterpark. KENNA COE/STAFF

Dogs and their owners swim in the pool at
Splash Island Waterpark. KENNA COE/STAFF
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Charleston County Dog Parks Offer plenty of space for pups
By Nick Krueger l Sep 22, 2021

Park was also recently moved and reconstructed to include
restrooms nearby, a dog-washing station, and a “Splash Paw”

where dogs can run and play in fountains to cool off during the
hot summer months.
All our dog parks include tables, benches, shaded areas, as
well as separate fenced-in areas for large and small dogs.

Nick Krueger l CCPRC Staff

About Charleston’s Choice: Each year, we ask our readers to vote for their favorite
business, places and things to do across multiple categories. Categories include health
care, shopping, professional services, food and dining, children’s activities and pet needs.
These awards don’t represent the opinions of The Post and Courier or its newsroom.
Instead, these are your awards voted on by you.

Dog Day Afternoon at Whirlin Waters Adventure Waterpark
in North Charleston. CCPRC PROVIDED

Dogs and parks simply go together and that rings true at
Charleston County Parks too.

Charleston County Parks also offers a number of different

There simply isn’t a better sight in one of our parks than a dog

dog-related events throughout the year when dogs and their

with its head out the window knowing they’re going to the dog

owners can mix and mingle together. At Yappy Hour, you can

park to run freely off their leash and meet new friends too.

grab a beer or some wine while relaxing in the dog park with

Our dog parks are located across the Lowcountry, so you’re

live music. At the end of every summer, we also open our

sure to find one close by at James Island, Johns Island,

waterparks to the dogs at “Dog Day Afternoon” before we

Wannamaker or Palmetto Islands County Park.

drain the water for the year.

The latest dog park addition at Johns Island County Park

Every spring, Pet Fest brings animal lovers, organizations and

doesn’t have any 90-degree angles so your dog avoids the

businesses together for an opportunity to showcase their

feeling of being trapped. The dog park at Wannamaker County

causes, products and services in a fun, animal-friendly
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Charleston County Dog Parks — continued

As with any public area, we like to remind guests about
etiquette, or in this case “petiquette” as well. Don’t forget to

fill in any holes your dog may dig while at the dog park and
monitor your dog for any inappropriate behavior.
Not all dogs like to socialize. If your dog is timid or aggressive,
leave him or her at home for their safety and enjoyment.
Puppies and dogs who haven’t been socialized with other dogs
don’t always understand canine body language. Make the best
judgement about whether your dog is ready for a dog park
setting.
Whether you’re a park veteran who comes to walk your
Labrador Retriever every morning or new to the area and lookToast Under the Oaks at Johns Island County Park.

ing for the best spots to bring your Corgi, there is a place for

CCPRC PROVIDED

you at one of our parks. We hope to see all the “good boys”
and “good girls” at a Charleston County park soon.

environment. Past festivals have included dog parades, live
music, an off-leash beer garden, dog washing stations and a
chance to meet with veterinarians as well as trainers.
Outside the dog parks, we also have miles and miles of trails
for you and fido to explore. Some great photo opportunities
for you and your furry friend include the oak tree allee at
Laurel Hill County Park or the trail to Nature Island at Palmetto
Islands County Park with the marsh and Ravenel Bridge in the
distance. Stono River County Park also has sweeping vistas
with the Limehouse Bridge serving as a backdrop. If you’re
looking for even more space, Meggett County Park includes
nearly 5 miles of trails which include wide marsh views of the
Toogoodoo River.

Kiawah Beachwalker Park. CCPRC PROVIDED
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Saturday night is alright at Mount Pleasant parks
Sept 8, 2021
Concessions will be available for purchase on-site. Be sure to
bring a collar, leash, waste bags, and verify vaccinations are up
to date. Limited ticket available.

Looking for some entertainment? Mount Pleasant Parks and
Recreation offers several great activities this Saturday.
Shaggin’ on the Cooper, at Mount Pleasant Pier, is Saturday,
Sept. 11 from 7 to 10:30 p.m.

Session 1 is from 10 a.m. until noon. Session 2 is from 1 to 3
p.m. Fee: $10. All ages.

Enjoy scenic views of the Charleston Harbor while dancing to
live classic oldies and beach music from The Coppertones. Live
music starts at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are limited; early registration
is recommended. Fee: $8. Ages 4 and up.

Visit the park website at www.charlestoncountyparks.com or
call (843) 795-4386 for more information and to register.

Starlight Yoga is held at Mount Pleasant Pier on Saturday,
Sept. 11 from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. The moon and stars enhance
this flowing yoga class. Open to all fitness levels. Live music
provided. Participants will receive a special glow in the dark
prize. Fee: $8. Ages: 12 and up.

Dog Day Afternoon: Splash Island hosted by Palmetto Islands
County Park is Saturday, Sept. 11.
It’s your dogs’ turn to cool off and enjoy Splash Island for a day
at the end of the summer.
Splash Island will be open to cool down dogs from the summer
heat; owners should not enter the water past knee depth.

Palmetto Islands County Park is hosting Dog Day
Afternoon: Splash Island on Saturday, Sept. 11. Provided
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CALENDAR: McLeod Plantation to host Oct. 3 benefit
Charleston Currents· 09/06/2021 9:42 am
Staff reports | An Oct. 3 fundraiser McLeod Plantation Historic
Site will be a benefit for the McLeod Project, which supports
African American history, culture and art, and raises
awareness about preservation efforts of the site’s Sankofa
Memorial Garden.

Also on the calendar:
Toast Under the Oaks: 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., Sept. 9 and Sept. 23,
Johns Island County Park, Johns Island. Enjoy Toast Under the
Oaks while exploring Johns Island County Park. Guests will
enjoy wine, beer, and live music, while experiencing the
beauty of this 738-acre park. Food truck fare will be available
for purchase on-site. Tickets: $20.
Wine Down Wednesday: 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., Sept. 15, Old Towne
Creek Park, West Ashley. Come Wine Down your Wednesday
and explore Old Towne Creek County Park, one of West
Ashley’s hidden gems. Guests will enjoy wine and live music
from a local Charleston performer, while experiencing the
beauty of this natural site. A commemorative wine glass is
included with your admission. Food truck fare will be available
for purchase on-site. Fee: $20.
a “hybrid” walk event that aims to bring awareness to hunger
issues in coastal South Carolina and raise funds for Lowcountry
Food Bank programs, including senior meals, childhood hunger
programs, and fresh produce options for the community.
Donors and friends are encouraged to drop-in to the park and
participate in a self-guided walking tour at their own pace and
comfort level. Guests will receive an informational packet to
accompany their self-guided tour.

McLeod Plantation, photo provided by CCPRC.

The Evening of Remembrance will feature drinks, heavy hors
d’oeuvres prepared by Chef BJ Dennis, and a performance by a
brass quintet from the Charleston Symphony Orchestra from 4
p.m. to 7 p.m. Tickets are $75 per person.

Ongoing

Bird-watching at Caw Caw. Every Wednesday and Saturday —
particularly through the end of February — you can see a
plethora of birds at Caw Caw Interpretive Center in Ravenel as
they make their way through the Lowcountry. The two-hour
regular walks, which start at 8:30 a.m., are through distinct
habitats that allow participants to view and discuss a variety of
birds, butterflies, and other organisms. Registration is not
required. Participants are encouraged to bring their own
binoculars. A paid chaperone is required for participants ages
15 and under. Max. 10 participants. Fee: $9; free for Gold
Pass holders. Open to all ages. More: Caw Caw Interpretive
Center.

The McLeod Project supports cultural and historical education
opportunities that foster a more equitable society, by
expressing a unified narrative of African American history,
culture, heritage and art. The project is focusing on supporting
three areas: the arts at McLeod; engaging descendant
communities; and preserving and memorializing the site’s
Sankofa Memorial Garden, one of the oldest and continuously
used African and African American cemeteries preserved in
the City of Charleston. The event is being put on by the
Charleston County Parks Foundation, the nonprofit arm of The
Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission.
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CHARLESTON COUNTY NEWS

Toast Under the Oaks returns
by: Dianté Gibbs Posted: Sep 1, 2021 / 04:04 PM
CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCBD) – Sarah Reynolds of Charleston
County Parks tells News 2 about the upcoming ‘Toast Under
the Oaks’ happy hour event.

Charleston County Parks hosting special events in October
by: Chase Laudenslager Posted: Sep 23, 2021 / 06:33 PM

CHARLESTON COUNTY, S.C. (WCBD) – CHARLESTON, S.C.

Latin American Festival – Wannamaker County Park

(WCBD) – Charleston County Parks on Thursday announced a

weather, check out the following events:

 October 10, 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 All Ages
 Fee: $10
Yappy Hour – James Island County Park
 October 14, 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
 All ages
 Fee: Free

Lowcountry Trial Half Marathon and 5K Run – Johns Island

Starlight Yoga – Wannamaker County Park

County Park





series of special events throughout the month of October.
The events are taking place at parks throughout the county
and include both free and paid events.
If you’re looking to get outside and enjoy Charleston’s fall





October 9, 8:00 a.m.
Ages: 10+
Fee: $35-$45

Black History All Year Long – Virtual




Poetry at McLeod – McLeod Plantation Historic Site




October 14, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Ages: 12+
Fee: $8

October 9, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
All ages
Fee: First 50 guests free, park admission fee for everyone
after event
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October 21, 6:00 p.m. to 7:3 p.m.
All ages
Fee: Free, registration required

Charleston's Latin American Festival slated for October
by Bailey Wright Wednesday, September 15th 2021
NORTH CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCIV) — Charleston County Parks'
Latin American Festival is planned to return this October!
The festival is scheduled for Oct. 10 from noon to 5 p.m. at
Wannamaker County Park in North Charleston.
"Charleston County Parks invites you to immerse yourself in
authentic music, art, food, and activities, all inspired by
cultures and traditions from Latin America and the Caribbean,"
the department said.

CHARLESTON COUNTY NEWS

Latin American Festival returning to Wannamaker County Park this fall
by: Dianté Gibbs Posted: Sep 15, 2021 / 12:12 PM
vibrant tastes,

Visitors can also get a

traditions, and fun Latin American and Caribbean cultures are

taste of cuisines from

coming back to the Lowcountry on October 10.

Mexico, Central and

CHARLESTON COUNTY, S.C. (WCBD) – The

South America, and

Charleston County Parks invites the public to celebrate

the Caribbean with

authentic Latin American and Caribbean music, art, food, and

traditional

activities.

foods and beverages.

The festival will be held from 12 P.M. to 5 P.M. featuring live

Admission

bands with DJ Luigi Bravo with the latest hits, and non-stop

festival

music playing everything from merengue to reggaeton,

12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.: UltimaNota



1:40 p.m. – 2:20 p.m.: DJ Luigi



2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.: Orquestra Mayor



3:45 p.m. – 5 p.m.: Fulanito

$10.

12 and under are free.

artists for the festival’s music lineup this year:



is

the

rate of $5 with a valid ID. Gold Pass holders and children ages

UltimaNota, Orqeustra Mayor, and Fulanito are featured

12 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.: DJ Luigi

to

College students and military members receive a discounted

bachata, and salsa.



festival

Outside food, alcohol, coolers, and pets are not allowed.
Fetter Health will also be onsite offering vaccines for
attendees.
For more information, call 843-795-4386 or visit CharlestonCountyParks.com.

There will also be an educational area presented by the
Charleston County Public Library.
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Music, Food + Travel: Fall Festivals in the South
by ZOE YARBOROUGH
September 2, 2021
Zoe is a StyleBlueprint staff writer, Charlotte native,



SEPTEMBER

Washington & Lee graduate, and Nashville transplant of nine



OCTOBER



NOVEMBER

years. She teaches Pilates, helps manage recording artists, and
likes to "research" Germantown's food scene.
Every year, autumn faithfully ushers in crisper temps,

November 6, 2021: Johns Island Harvest Festival —

gorgeous fall foliage, and many an outdoor festival. As you’re

Johns Island, SC

mapping out your fall plans, don’t miss some of the top food,

Anyone in the Charleston area should head out to Johns Island

music, and arts festivals taking place across the South. There’s

County Park for their fabulous harvest festival complete with

no shortage of tunes, tasty bites, and beverages that await in

foot-stompin’ live bluegrass music, hayrides, pumpkin

the coming season!

decorating, archery, and more. Feast on Southern delicacies

*This list was updated September 2, 2021 — please refer to

like Carolina BBQ and all of your beloved fair foods. You can

event websites for the most up-to-date information regarding

also get a jumpstart on your holiday shopping at the dozens of

dates and health and safety information. Use the links below

local craft vendors.

to explore the festival list, organized by month!
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Family-friendly events in the Charleston area for the week of Sept. 10 — 16
Sept 8, 2021
Dog Day Afternoon 2021
It’s your dogs’ turn to cool off, and enjoy a day at the
waterpark at the end of the summer. Head to Splash Island

Waterpark at Palmetto Islands County Park for Dog Day
Afternoon. Two sessions are available — 10 a.m. to noon and 1
-3 p.m. Or head to Whirlin’ Waters Waterpark at Wannamaker
County Park on Sunday. ccprc.com/1182/dog-day-afternoon
Amazing things are found where the land meets the sea.
At Jr. Naturalist: Barrier Island Exploration, participants will
discover natural treasures as we pull a seine net, dig for
animals in the sand, and explore the dynamic shoreline.
Prepare to get wet and sandy! The Jr. Naturalist is for children
This weekend, Sept. 11-12, dogs are welcome at

ages 8 to 13. This week’s installment will be held at

CCPRC’s Splash Island Waterpark and

Beachwalker County Park on Kiawah Island from 10 a.m. to

Whirlin’ Waters Adventure Waterpark. PROVIDED CCPRC

12:30 p.m. Registration is $10. ccprc.com/calendar

From outdoor movies and live music to fishing, baseball and
Wednesday, Sept. 15

crafts, there’s something fun to do this weekend for every
member of your family — even your dog! Check out our week-

Did you know there are more than a million species of insects?

ly round-up of upcoming family-friendly events you won’t

At Jr. Naturalist: Insect Safari, participants will become familiar

want to miss!

with some interesting local insects by collecting, observing,
and then releasing them. You may even discover that “creepy

Friday, Sept. 10

crawlies” aren’t bad at all! This event is for ages 8-13 and takes
Caw Caw wetlands are the perfect home for many reptiles. At

place from 4 to 6:30 p.m. at Palmetto Islands County Park in

Homeschool in the Parks: Reptile Wonders, participants will

Mount Pleasant. Registration is $10. ccprc.com/calendar

become familiar with some of these misunderstood critters as
they join in the search for some reptiles! ccprc.com/calendar
Saturday, Sept. 11
Can’t wait to cast your line? The Cast Off Fishing Tournament
is back at the Mount Pleasant Pier this Saturday from 7 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Prizes will be awarded for the largest three fish by
weight, youth angler, and five-fish aggregate winner.
Registration is $5 for fishing pass members, $8 for youth ages
3-12 and $10 for ages 13 and up. Adult chaperone is required
for participants ages 15 and under. Tournaments are held rain
or shine. ccprc.com/2038/cast-off-fishing-tournaments
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Family-friendly events in the Charleston area for the week of Sept. 17—23
Sept 15, 2021
Slightly cooler temps are finally here and this weekend offers

This week’s installment will be held at Caw Caw Interpretive

plenty of opportunities to get some fresh air while having

Center from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Registration is $10.

some good ol’ family fun! Here are our picks for upcoming

ccprc.com/calendar

events around the Lowcountry you won’t want to miss:

Get your bull’s-eye! Bring the family, get a brief orientation,
and fling some arrows at Johns Island County Park’s target

Friday, Sept. 17

archery range from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Equipment will be provided.
At Wee Wild Ones: Bring on the Bugs, young children will

Each family member wishing to participate must pre-register.

channel their inner explorers while enjoying nature through

Registration is $20. A registered and paid chaperone is

hands-on activities, games, music, and art at James Island

required for participants ages 15 and under. ccprc.com/

County Park from 10 to 11 a.m. Join Charleston County Parks

calendar

to engage the senses of your little one by exploring the
Wednesday, Sept. 22

dynamic salt marsh. The Wee Wild Ones (Polliwogs) is a series
for children ages 18 months to 3 years. The Froglets group for

We depend on plants for food, shelter, medicine, and more! At

ages 4-6 will meet from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Admission is

Jr. Naturalist: Plants and People, participants will learn about

$10 per child. ccprc.com/calendar

the amazing plant kingdom through a study of anatomy,
diversity, and plant uses. This event is for ages 8-13 and takes

Saturday, Sept. 18

place from 4 to 6:30 p.m. at Palmetto Islands County Park in
We can discover a lot about an animal without ever seeing it!

Mount Pleasant. Registration is $10. ccprc.com/calendar

At Jr. Naturalist: Animal Sleuths, participants will learn to
*Please note – While we make every effort to provide current links and event

recognize important skull features, follow a set of footprints

details, we always encourage you to confirm details with event organizers

through the woods, and figure out an animal’s diet by what it

before making final plans.

left behind. The Jr. Naturalist series is for children ages 8 to 13.
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Family-friendly events in the Charleston area for the week of Sept. 24—30
Sept 22, 2021
Wednesday, Sept. 29

It’s the first official weekend of fall! Here are our picks for
upcoming events around the Lowcountry you won’t want to

At Jr. Naturalist: Feathered Friends, participants will learn

miss. Be sure to also check out our Lowcountry Fall Family

about bird adaptations, behaviors, and how to identify

Bucket List

common species through hands-on activities and an
interactive nature ramble. This event is for ages 8-13 and takes
place from 4 to 6:30 p.m. at James Island County Park.
Registration is $10. ccprc.com/calendar

Lowcountry Fall Family Bucket List
By Theresa Stratford Sept 22, 2021
The air may not be crisp quite yet and the leaves may not be

Does your family have any fall traditions? What are you most

falling, but you can feel it! Fall is in the air! Living in the

looking forward to this season? We’d love to know! Visit

Lowcountry offers plenty of ways to celebrate autumn and all

@LowcountryParent on Instagram and tell us in the

the exciting events that come with it.

comments.
*Please note – While we make every effort to provide current links and event

Here are some of our favorite fall events and traditions:

details, we always encourage you to confirm details with event organizers
before making final plans.

Harvest Festival
Unwind at the Johns Island Country Park for Harvest Festival
on November 6. Enjoy live music from local bluegrass bands,
hay rides, pumpkin decorating, archery and more. There will
be plenty of Southern BBQ, kettle corn and more to go around.
They will even have some holiday crafts on sale for great
Christmas gifts.
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College of Charleston Photos of the Week
By Heather Moran | October 1, 2021 | Main Feature
Students spent the afternoon at James Island County Park on
Saturday, Sept. 25, 2021, kayaking, hiking, traversing a ropes

course and more as part of Play in the Park Day, an event
hosted through the College’s Fall 2021 Weeks of Welcome.

All Photos by Mike Ledford
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By The Way

‘These are our ancestors’: Descendants of enslaved people are shifting
plantation tourism
At three plantations in Charleston, S.C., Black descendants are connecting with their family’s history and
helping reshape the narrative
By Ariel Felton l October 1, 2021 at 1:07 p.m. EDT
“Lemon Swamp and Other Places: A Carolina Memoir,” which
recounts the family’s generational connections to the low
country, including stories about Fields’ enslaved grandfather.
His own family research helped Bellinger find ancestors at
Middleton dating back to 1790.
He also learned that Middleton Place hosted descendant
reunions every few years, gathering both Black and White
descendants for a weekend of on-site research presentations,
history

lectures

and

informal

dialogues.

With

some

trepidation, he decided to attend.
“Just three days before, we had a presidential election, the
results of which I was not too crazy about,” Bellinger said.
Visitors walk in and out of cabins where enslaved people l

“I was saying to myself, now why am I heading to a plantation

ived at Magnolia Plantation in Charleston, S.C.

in this climate?”

File/Gavin MCIntyre for The Washington Post

The past two decades have seen a shift among plantation
CHARLESTON, S.C. — Robert Bellinger was driving down Ashley

museums across the south. Previously, the majority of tours

River Road in Charleston, S.C., enjoying the landscape of live
oak trees and Spanish moss, when it dawned on him exactly
where he was headed and why.

“It just hit me,” Bellinger recalled of his drive in November
2016. “I thought, ‘I’m headed to a family reunion on a
plantation where my ancestors were enslaved.’”
Bellinger, a historian and researcher from Boston, was on his
way to Middleton Place, a former rice plantation in the Ashley
River Historic Corridor. Today, Middleton Place is a national
historic landmark and museum, and it is home to the oldest
landscaped gardens in the United States.
Bellinger learned about his family’s connection to Middleton

Ty Collins walks through the gardens at Middleton Place in

Place decades before deciding to make the trip. In 1983, his

Charleston, S.C. File/Gavin MCIntyre for The Washington Post

cousin Mamie Garvin Fields, then 90 years old, published
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‘These are our ancestors’—continued

focused on the architecture of the main house, the landscapes
and the economics of slavery. But today, a growing number of

these sites are making efforts to confront slavery head-on,
emphasizing the narratives of the enslaved and often
requesting the help of their descendants.
At Middleton Place, it began with Earl Middleton, a noted civil
rights leader and Tuskegee Airman from Orangeburg, S.C.,
who in 1997 became the first Black descendant asked to join
Middleton Place’s board of trustees. Earl Middleton’s
grandfather, Abram, was enslaved there until the end of the
Civil War. After emancipation, newly freed Black families
needed a surname to be counted as citizens by the

Tourists walk around the grounds of Middleton Place.

government; some families adopted the surname of their

File/Gavin MCIntyre for The Washington Post

former masters, making today’s search for descendants easier
for historians.

“We see Middleton very differently than many other

Middleton Place had previously hosted two reunions for White

people of color do, because these are our ancestors.

descendants, and in 2001, Earl Middleton was integral in the

We have a right and a specific need

board’s decision to find and invite Black descendants as well.

to acknowledge their presence.”

“When a plantation comes to a Black family, there’s often

Ty Collins, one of the Black Middleton descendants

suspicion, rightfully so,” said Tracey Todd, president and CEO
of the Middleton Place Foundation. “But with the help of
Dr. Earl Middleton acting as a liaison, as well as our continued
genealogy research, we had a turnout of about 350 people at

According to Todd, who is the first person outside the family
to lead Middleton, about 30 percent of the descendants at the
reunion were Black, and the event was “a little tense at times.”
Ty Collins, one of the Black Middleton descendants who
attended the first combined reunion, agreed.
“At first, it was a warm and fuzzy kumbaya, I’ll-be-glad-whenthis-is-all-over kind of moment,” Collins joked. “I don’t know
what our expectations were going into it, but it has resulted in
The tombstones of John Johnston and Edward Brown, both enslaved

a lot of communication between family members over the

Africans, at Middleton Place. File/Gavin MCIntyre

years."

for The Washington Post
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‘These are our ancestors’ —continued
Collins is a former English and theater professor who, after
attending the reunion, began to volunteer at Middleton Place,
giving tours and even performing dramatic interpretations of

the daily lives of his ancestors. He is preparing to launch the
African Heritage Seed Project, which includes researching and
cultivating seeds of African origins on site.
Earl Middleton died the following year in 2007, though the
combined reunions continued in 2011 and 2016, the year his
cousin Bellinger arrived on his first visit to Middleton.
Since that first visit in 2016, Bellinger has remained involved at
Middleton Place, acting as the site’s scholar-in-residence in
2019.
Collins and Bellinger said they agreed that being able to

Ty Collins shows Vincent White the list of Africans enslaved by the

identify the soil their ancestors worked on is heavy but

Middleton family. File/Gavin MCIntyre for The Washington Post

necessary knowledge to have. “I guess the word that would
come up is ‘bittersweet,’” Bellinger said. “You know where
they were and you know the conditions they were in, but now

“That’s his cousin!,” she said, pointing at her husband.

you also have the opportunity to know their names and

Vincent White nodded, “I have pictures of me, Earl and Kenny

celebrate their successes.”

from back in the day!”

“We see Middleton very differently than many other people of

Collins was delighted. “That makes us cousins, too,” he said.

color do, because these are our ancestors. We have a right and

“Dr. Middleton is still bringing us together.”

a specific need to acknowledge their presence,” Collins said.

Magnolia Plantation, another former rice plantation near the

Recently while giving a tour of Eliza’s House, a renovated slave

Ashley River, has been owned by the Drayton family since

cabin at Middleton Place, Collins greeted a Black couple in the

1676. Black people have lived and worked at Magnolia

home — and made a surprise family connection.

throughout its 350-year history, first as enslaved workers and

Vincent and Dorothy White, visiting from Athens, Ga., had

then, after emancipation, as paid garden staff.

never been to Middleton Place before; they decided to pull

In 2008, Taylor Drayton Nelson, then CEO of Magnolia, part-

over because they have Middletons in their family from South

nered with genealogist and anthropologist Toni Carrier to

Carolina.

launch Lowcountry Africana, an online database that has since

“One of [Vincent’s] cousins married a Kenneth Middleton

helped thousands of people learn about their enslaved

family, so we got curious … And then we found Earl Middleton

ancestors at Drayton Hall, Magnolia Plantation and in the

in this book," said Dorothy White, referencing a book about

Lowcountry area, including comedian Chris Rock and former

slavery at Middleton.

first lady Michelle Obama.
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‘These are our ancestors’—continued
married on the crest of the plantation’s White Bridge. Susan
Weston Bennett, who died in 2016, celebrated her 90th
birthday at Magnolia in 2006.
When the remaining Bennett family left Magnolia in the 1930s,
another Black family, the Leaches, came to live and work in
the gardens.
“Rev. Willie Leach worked as gardens superintendent alongside my grandfather,” Moore said. “His son Johnnie Leach
worked as the gardens superintendent alongside my brother
for several years after my grandfather’s death.”
Until 1969, Johnnie Leach lived with his family in one of the
Guide Vanessa Langston answers questions at Magnolia

five slave cabins at Magnolia, situated in a row commonly

Plantation. File/Gavin MCIntyre for The Washington Post

referred to as “The Street.” At the time, the cabins had been

updated with electricity, but the Leach family still used an
outhouse and a gas stove. Years later, running water was
“For White Americans, genealogy is primarily a hobby. It’s a

added, but in 2008, each cabin was restored to demonstrate

leisure pursuit,” said Carrier, now director of the Center for

the historic building materials and living conditions as part of

Family History at the International African American Museum.

the “Slavery to Freedom” tour.

“But for African Americans, it’s much deeper than that. It’s a
yearning to know who came before you.”
Using 10,000 pages of historical documents and oral histories,
researchers uncovered an initial 1,568 names of the enslaved
and their family members. An ad Nelson placed in Charleston’s
Post and Courier newspaper helped locate Susan Weston
Bennett, the granddaughter of Adam Bennett, the later-freed
enslaved overseer at Magnolia Plantation.
Bennett descendants continue to visit Magnolia, even getting

“For White Americans, genealogy is primarily a
hobby. It’s a leisure pursuit. But for African
Americans, it’s much deeper than that. It’s a
Ted, left, and Isaac Leach, two of Johnnie Leach's sons, have followed in the

yearning to know who came before you.“

footsteps of their father and grandfather and tend to the Magnolia gardens.

Toni Carrier, genealogist and anthropologist

File/Gavin MCIntyre for The Washington Post
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‘These are our ancestors’ —continued
Two of Johnnie Leach’s sons, Isaac and Ted, who work at

Established in 1851, McLeod was known for producing sea

Magnolia, say they remember their childhood there fondly.

island cotton, a rare and expensive strain unique to the
Lowcountry and tended to by enslaved workers from West

“Growing up here, sometimes my friends [would ask] ‘Damn,

and Central Africa. The home was occupied by the McLeod

you actually live there?’,” said Ted Leach, who at 54 is the

family until 1990, and the site changed ownership several

youngest of Johnnie’s 16 children. “We can’t forget what

times before ultimately being sold to the Charleston County

happened with slavery, of course, but for us, this place was

Park and Recreation Commission in 2011. As the park system

just home. My dad worked here for about 70 years.”

prepared to restore the site and open it to the public, Forrest’s

“Our grandfather [Willie Leach] was a botanist and he grafted

family stories became especially relevant.

camellias here for years,” said Isaac Leach. “This place will

“At the time, they were getting [McLeod] ready to turn it into

continue to change hands in the family and each person will

an open park site,” Forrest said. “I mentioned my great-

have their ideas about how to run it, but what I see is African

grandfather was the slave who held it down when McLeod

Americans doing this propagation and tending to the

went to war. That’s when we started talking about my family

landscape. I’m looking at what our folks have done to this land

tree and how many of the older family members were still

and what they put into it.”

alive.”

Both Isaac and his grandfather Willie have camellias named

From there, more puzzle pieces started to fall into place,

after them and registered with the American Camellias

including a photo of Forrest’s great-grandmother Harriet

Society.

found by the South Carolina Historical Society; the picture

Growing up on James Island from the 1970s to ’80s, Kerri

shows her sitting on a stoop and smoking a cigar. Forrest said

Forrest passed McLeod Plantation every day.

she appreciates how the research has reframed her

“We’d drive by and someone would say ‘Your grandfather

perspective.

used to live there,’ ” said Forrest of the slave cabins on Folly
Road. “According to my dad and my aunts, my grandfather
Coleman was the gravedigger there and was supposedly the

last person buried in the graveyard.”
She also learned that not only was her great-grandfather
Stephen Forrest enslaved at McLeod, but also he was left in
charge of the plantation when owner William W. McLeod
served in the Civil War.
“It was always just part of the family story,” Forrest said.
“Unfortunately, my grandfather was already dead by the time
I was born, and my grandmother passed away before I was 10
years old. I’ve had these stories all my life, even though I didn’t
have people to necessarily connect them to.”

Tourists leave the house located at the McLeod Plantation Historic
Site in Charleston, S.C. File/Gavin MCIntyre for The Washington Post
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‘These are our ancestors’—continued
“Growing up, you didn’t want to talk about your enslaved
ancestors because the assumed narrative was that they were
just labor, they weren’t actually smart and they had no skills,”

Forrest said. “But truly, these enslaved Africans brought skills
that they used to build the city and to create an economic
engine.”
Forrest spoke about her family connections to McLeod at the
site’s opening in 2015 and has since stayed in touch. As
director of Lowcountry programs at the Gaylord and Dorothy
Donnelley Foundation, she hopes to partner with McLeod in
the future and support their efforts to tell complete narratives.
According to Shawn Halifax, the cultural history interpretation
coordinator at McLeod Plantation, the work to engage

descendants of McLeod is an ongoing process meant to
recover history that was once intentionally hidden.
"But truly, these enslaved Africans brought skills that they
used to build the city and to create an economic engine.”
Kerri Forrest
“Traditionally speaking, sites of slavery have engaged in efforts
Harriet Forrest, great-grandmother of Kerri Forrest,

to misrepresent, ignore, even at times, annihilate the history

at the McLeod Plantation. (Collections of the South Carolina

of the majority of the people that occupied these spaces,” said

Historical Society)

Halifax. “Subsequently the stories and the narratives that have
been crafted traditionally at places like this have been crafted

by folks that have been actively engaged in that work.

1965,” Halifax said. “Not everyone that's buried has a direct

Engaging descended communities is a way for people to take

connection to the site, but the names of people that are

back their history. ”

descended from here are ones that we continue to try to
uncover and research.”

McLeod continues to research using not only the oral histories
from local families, but also the cemetery on-site.

As a direct descendant, Forrest looks forward to engaging in
conversations about the future of the cemetery.

Southern neighborhoods have been named ‘plantations’ for
decades. That could be changing.

“There’s been a lot of conversation in Charleston lately about
those burial grounds,” she said. “With all of the development

“Archaeologists that have studied [the cemetery] said that it

pressure going on in Charleston right now, you’re seeing so

was used as early as the American Revolution all the way until
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‘These are our ancestors’—continued
many burial sites being desecrated for development. I hope
we’re able to actually honor the lives of those who have been
laid to rest there.”

CORRECTION
A photo caption in a previous version of this story misidentified
a slave cabin as a cabin at McLeod Plantation. It is located at

A sign honoring the enslaved Africans buried in the woods
surrounding the area stands across the street from McLeod Plantation.

Magnolia Plantation. The caption has been corrected.

File/Gavin MCIntyre for The Washington Post

29

FEATURES

The enslaved workers of Baltimore’s Mount Clare plantation were all but erased
from history. A Black-led commission wants to change that
By CHRISTINA TKACIK
BALTIMORE SUN | SEP 07, 2021 AT 5:00 AM
As a kid, Delando Johnson steered clear of the brick mansion.

lived and worked at the Southwest Baltimore plantation and a

High on a hill, it overlooked the field where he and his friends

nearby ironworks — and perhaps locate their descendants in

played football. He’d heard there were ghosts.

Baltimore. More than that, they want to transform the
property into a place where present-day Black Baltimoreans

Now Johnson, 26, was one of around 100 guests at an event

like Johnson feel at home.

that invited Black Baltimoreans to get up close and personal
with Mount Clare, an 18th-century plantation home in Carroll

“Honestly, I love it,” Johnson said of the event, during which a

Park.

performer poured libations to the memory of enslaved people
who lived and worked on the grounds.

The recent celebration helped mark the creation of a
commission that aims to bring this property into the 21st

Mount Clare dates to 1756, making it one of Baltimore’s oldest

century. Researchers will study the enslaved laborers who

buildings. But its significance — in fact, its existence — has
been almost forgotten.
“Most people are unaware that there’s an intact plantation in
the midst of the city,” said Dale Glenwood Green, founding
co-chair of the Mount Clare at Carroll Park Commission. A
professor of history and architecture at Morgan State University, his previous research centered on The Hill, a free AfricanAmerican community on the Eastern Shore.
He compared the Mount Clare project to efforts at Montpelier,
the historic home of President James Madison in Virginia,

where curators have begun to include the descendants of
slaves in the governance of the site. Both projects, he said, aim
to “lift the veil of anonymity on those who have remained
nameless and faceless.”
A commission led by experts who are Black is reimagining
Mount Clare, a historic plantation in the middle of

Currently, only white faces look down from the centuries-old

Baltimore. Researchers will study the enslaved, indentured

portraits that hang in Mount Clare. On a wall in the parlor is

and imprisoned laborers who lived and worked at Mount

one of the home’s former owners, Charles Carroll, Barrister,

Clare and a nearby ironworks — and perhaps find their

who helped draft Maryland’s Constitution. (He used the

descendants in Baltimore. More than that, they want to

‘Barrister’ to distinguish himself from other Charles Carrolls,

transform the city-owned property into a place

distant cousins who were also prominent figures in Maryland.)

where present-day Black Baltimoreans feel at home.

Next to him is his wife, Margaret Tilghman, raised on

(Barbara Haddock Taylor)
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Mount Clare plantation —continued
Marquis de Lafayette on one of his post-Revolution tours of
the United States. They decorate the place during the holidays
and speak authoritatively about the building’s luxe décor and

the lives of the Carrolls, who used it as their summer
residence.
But, says Harvey, “We’re not telling the whole picture.”
By and large, the role of the enslaved, indentured and
imprisoned laborers who made the Carrolls’ comfortable life
possible has been written out of Mount Clare’s history.
For instance, in a 1914 reproduction of a painting of the

Tracie Jiggetts, founder of The Art of Truth, stands outside a tent

house, a Black attendant was recast as white. The Dames,

where "Journey to Jubilee: Return, Remembrance, and
Reconciliation," was held at Mount Clare plantation's bowling green.

many of them older women, “have been criticized for a long

Jiggetts poured libations to honor enslaved people who lived and

time” for underplaying the role of slavery at the site,

worked there. (Kim Hairston/The Baltimore Sun).

acknowledges Harvey. “Hard history is unpleasant.”
While doing research for her book, “Ancestors of a Worthy

Maryland’s Eastern Shore. After moving into the house, she

Life: Plantation Slavery and Black Heritage at Mount Clare,”

spearheaded renovations, adding finer mantel pieces and a

archaeologist Teresa Moyer says she found plenty of

boudoir.

references to enslaved workers in the writings of the Carroll
family, facts conspicuously absent at modern-day Mount

Inside, the mansion has the slightly spooky feeling of a home

Clare.

whose owners thought they were leaving just for a moment.
Huge doors that once let in the breeze have long since been

The lives of enslaved people and white enslavers were inti-

locked shut. Tea cups and cookies are set out upstairs.

mately connected. Some of those who were enslaved slept in

Christmas decorations hang in some rooms.

the same bedroom as their enslavers, helping them to the
chamber pot in the middle of the night. Enslavers dictated

For over a century, the city-owned property has been steward-

how much food and clothing each enslaved family received, as

ed by the National Society of Colonial Dames in the State of

detailed in Mount Clare’s archives.

Maryland. Members of the invitation-only group trace their
lineage to the elite of Colonial American society.

While the Carrolls drank imported wines and sipped hot
chocolate from delicate porcelain cups, enslaved people were

“Together, we’re collaborating to reinvigorate this whole

expected to hunt, fish and grow much of their food. Ads that

place,” said Lucy Harvey, a member of the group who is

appeared in local newspapers describe the appearance, per-

related to Phineas Pemberton, an early settler of Pennsylvania

sonalities and clothing of those who fled bondage from the

and assistant to William Penn.

plantation and ironworks.

The Dames own the home’s collection of fine art and antiques,

The past few decades have seen a shift in how mainstream

down to silver punch bowls and a gilded clock gifted by the

America thinks of plantations, from romanticizing them as
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Mount Clare plantation —continued

relics of the “Gone With the Wind” era to reframing them as

The commission hopes to find them. The group’s governing

slave labor camps, whose beauty masks the violence of the

body includes a genealogist who organizers hope will be able

system.

to locate descendants of people enslaved at Mount Clare, says

Carol Gould, president of the Dames’ Maryland chapter.

In South Carolina, for example, visitors to Charleston’s

McLeod Plantation learn about the Gullah Geechee culture

Recently, the Dames have kept the property open by appoint-

of enslaved workers who were responsible for creating the low

ment only. This latest project comes in part thanks to an

country’s thriving rice industry. They brought farming exper-

infusion of funding from the South Baltimore Gateway

tise from West Africa, a fact that for years went unacknowl-

Partnership, which distributes a portion of the revenue the city

edged by whites.

gets from the nearby Horseshoe Casino. The group contributed $1 million to help pay for the commission’s first year.

Similarly, at Mount Clare, enslaved workers at the Carrolls’
nearby ironworks would have used skills they brought from

The past year, which saw the killing of George Floyd and a

West Africa. Those who knew how to cultivate iron ore helped

national discourse on race, provided renewed incentive for the

build the Carrolls’ immense wealth.

Dames to move forward, said Dale Glenwood Green.

“They were already geniuses in their own right,” Green said.

The Dames’ decision to partner with the commission led by
Black experts came from an understanding that, “It’s not our

Mount Clare’s new executive director, Krista Green, who is not

role as descendants of white Colonial people to tell the story

related to Dale Glenwood Green, recently rejoined the organi-

[of enslaved laborers],” said Lindsay Thompson, part of the

zation and sits on the commission. She worked at Mount Clare

leadership of the Dames. A professor at the Johns Hopkins

20 years ago, and remembers a co-worker’s squeamishness

Carey School of Business, she spent months recruiting the

when she proposed a lecture series on industrial slavery.

commission’s

Green says she wants to help African Americans understand

archaeologists.

and take pride in the accomplishments of enslaved ancestors,

On a lawn that once included a manicured bowling green, now

who persevered over immense suffering. As a young person of

with a sweeping view of Baltimore’s skyline, organizers set up

color, “You feel that you are somehow less than because you

a white tent on Aug. 28 to mark the commission’s inaugural

are descended from enslaved people,” she said. As an adult,

event.

members,

who

include

historians

and

she’s come to understand that, “Surely, that lessening is on
Lawrence T. Brown, author of “The Black Butterfly: The

the part of the enslaver.”

Harmful Politics of Race and Space in America,” recounted
Remembering the role of Black and white Marylanders in the

how Union General William T. Sherman set such estates on fire

creation of Africa’s first republic »

during the Civil War. “To me, the best kind of plantation there

After they left Mount Clare, some formerly enslaved families

is, is one that’s burned to the ground,” he said. “The second

resettled in other parts of Baltimore, said Moyer, using their

best is a kind that educates.”

skills at ironworking, horticulture and in other fields to find a

The mostly Black audience included first-time visitors to the

living. Their descendants may have walked through the park

mansion.

without realizing their connection to the property.
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Mount Clare plantation —continued

“I’ve been in this park 50 times, I never knew this site was up
top,” said George Rich, whose father, grandfather and great
grandfather were all Baltimore arabbers, who sell produce

from horse-drawn wagons. He attended the event with his
wagon and gave out fruit and bottles of water.
Standing barefoot in the grass, performer Tracie Jiggetts
offered libations — handfuls of water from a gourd — while a
speaker read the names of those who labored on the grounds.
Jiggets said that with each drop of water, she felt a spiritual
connection to those who walked before her.
Asked what she thought the long-deceased would have
thought of the tribute, she responded: “I think they would be
saying: ‘Finally.’”
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The Charleston County Parks Foundation hosted a Sunset Harbor Cruise on September 12, 2021. The cruise sold out quickly
with 100 guests, bringing awareness to many people that may not know about the Foundation. Proceeds from the cruise will
be used for the Pass It Forward project. This project provides opportunities and scholarships by removing financial and other
barriers so that all members of our community may enjoy our parks and
programs. 100 people attended the 2 hour Charleston Harbor cruise, and over $5,500 was
raised to support the Pass It Forward Project.

Frannie Reese, Foundation Board

Chair and Shannon Brigham, Pass
It Forward Committee Chair



The Charleston County Parks Foundation Board Members had their annual strategic planning meeting on Tuesday October, 5
at the Edisto Hall. The board is energized and poised to carry momentum into 2022! New board members Seth Levy, Stephanie
Monroe Tillerson, Dale Aren and Ronald Ravenell were welcomed by all.
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The 2021 Swim For It campaign officially ended yesterday, September 7, 2021. A special THANK YOU to all the staff at the
waterparks, WCAC and beach parks. This campaign is so successful because of you! The Charleston County Parks Foundation
is grateful for your hard work and support.

Moving forward, we hope you will be encouraged to continue raising money for the Charleston County Parks Foundation by
soliciting a small donation at appropriate revenue kiosks throughout the parks. All donations collected throughout the year will go
toward foundation initiatives such as drowning prevention, program scholarships and more. You will see in the statistics below that
we have exceeded our 2021 Swim For It goal of $20k, and surpassed last year’s record total by nearly $10k!
Week 11 totals:
•

Whirlin’ Waters Team- $341.22 (Top earner Selena Rosario $72.75)

•

Splash Zone- $50.78 (Top earner Griffin Culp $23.64)

•

Splash Island- $1.01 (Top earner Zach Mullen $1.01)

•

Folly Team- $122.41 (Top earner Paul Genegrasso $33.50)

•

IOP Team- $52.28 (Top earner Megan Myers $18.60)

•

Beachwalker Team- $0.73 (Top earner Dynasty Roberts $0.73)

Total- $568.43
2021 Swim For It Campaign Final Results:
•

Whirlin’ Waters Team- $9,248.91

•

Splash Zone Team- $3,327.35

•

Folly Team- $2,257.06

•

IOP Team- $2,198.26

•

Splash Island Team- $1,238.92

•

West County Team- $82.40

•

Beachwalker Team- $74.59

•

Parks/PPS- $120.46

•

Just Giving $805

•

Preseason (May 8-June 6)- $1670.62

2021 GRAND TOTAL: $21,023.57
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Dawn Patrol is the kind of fun that is at times challenging and frustrating but mostly extremely fun and rewarding.
While the early hour is not easy to get ready for, to see the sunrise, wildlife, waves, and rainbow!
At that time of day is absolutely spectacular. Falling off a surfboard sure gets old quickly, but when it leads
to learning how to ride waves, it's a price well worth paying. And it's a pleasure learning from Josh, Charlie, and Addison.
They offer excellent instruction and provide everyone lots of encouragement and attention.
They also keep all the equipment and gear in very good condition. I wish there was a Dawn Patrol every morning!
Dawn Patrol Adult SUP Surf Camp Participant – Off-Site Location

WE LOVE THIS DOG DAY SO MUCH!! Every year we bring more friends.
We look forward to this ALL summer long!! Love love love this! Wish more waterparks did this!
Dog Day Afternoon Participant – Wannamaker County Park

The naturalist was very informed. Her enthusiasm was contagious. She knew about other flora and fauna
that we encountered as well as helpful insights into identifying birds and distinguishing between similar birds.
Early Morning Bird Walk Participant – Caw Caw Interpretive Center

The instructor Charlie was great. Very knowledgeable, yet able to teach basics to beginners.
Very good at moving from very basics to more challenging things building on skills just learned.
Essentials of Stand Up Paddleboard (SUP) Participant – James Island County Park

This is my second or third Starlight Yoga, and they have all been very enjoyable! Love its affordability and instruction quality.
Starlight Yoga Participant – Mount Pleasant Pier

Absolutely fabulous!!! Shawn's passion and knowledge of the Stono Rebellion and
of the topography of Caw Caw made this quite valuable.
Stono Rebellion Tour Participant – Caw Caw Interpretive Center

I frequently go to the climbing wall. It is one of my favorite activities in the tri-county area.
The staff at the wall are amazing, and incredibly knowledgeable.
Climbing Wall Sessions Participant – James Island County Park

Josh and Charlie were fantastic instructors - both delivered/shared their expertise and knowledge in a manner
that felt more like getting together with helpful friends than a typical teacher/student environment.
Doubly rewarding experience- thanks again!!
Intro to Coastal Kayaking: Strokes and Rescues Participant – Folly Beach County Park
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Wine Down Wednesday
The beautiful Old Towne Creek County Park was host to Wine Down Wednesday on September 1st with entertainment provided by
Darlyne Cain. The food trucks Xperience Kulture and Happy Thai provided tasty entrees for the 287 people in attendance.
On September 15th, we had another great turnout of 288 guests and a fantastic performer, Noah Grove. The onsite food trucks
consisted of Oh Yah BBQ and Dizzy Lamb. Wine Down Wednesday continues to prove itself as a great COVID friendly event for
CCPRC customers as we wrap up another season of the popular series.
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Starlight Yoga
What started as an overcast and humid day turned into a beautiful, clear night for Starlight Yoga at the Mount Pleasant Pier.
Ji Hwang led the flow while Gregory Guay played acoustic tunes in the background.

Save the Date: Starlight Yoga
We’re excited to return to North Charleston in October to host Starlight Yoga
at Wannamaker County Park. Flowing in the grassy, picturesque meadow in the
temperate, fall like weather naturally invites a sense of joy and calm. Join us!

Save the Date: Lowcountry Trail Half Marathon and 5K
We are so excited to return to Johns Island County Park for our Lowcountry Trail Half Marathon and 5K on October 9th! Running
through the trails will provide views of the fall foliage, oak trees draped with moss, and even a wildlife friend or two. This race is
the perfect way to explore and enjoy fall in the Lowcountry!
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Two Upcoming Interpretation Programs Foster Connections and Remove Barriers of Access
Two upcoming program series from the Interpretation Department aim to remove barriers of access and foster cultural and natural
connections. On October 9th, the Poetry at McLeod series returns once again. This innovative series offers poets the opportunity to
reclaim the plantation landscape through exploration of the past, present, future, and the imagined. Grace C. Ocasio will open the
series through a reading of her own words from 11-1.

She will then offer a poetry writing workshop the following
day. Through support from the Charleston County Parks
Foundation and the Poetry Society, this reading is offered
at no cost for the first 50 individuals to arrive at the Park.
Using the arts to interpret plantation history opens doors
to individuals that may be hesitant to visit and may serve to
attract diverse audiences.

The Junior Naturalist program is offering a special series this fall for
students involved in Community Recreation programs at E.B.
Ellington Elementary School. This series inspires stewardship of the
natural world, scientific exploration, and artistic expression for
elementary-aged children. The many habitats of the Caw Caw
Interpretive Center serve as classroom, laboratory, play area, and

art room. Children are invited to participate at no charge thanks to
the generous support of the Coastal Master Naturalist Association.
The individuals in this association are former Master Naturalist
participants and they created scholarship programs designed to
grow the next generation of nature lovers. Both of these program
series expand beyond traditional audiences that participate in
recreation programs or visit park sites.
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Isle of Palms County Park Ocean Rescue Lifeguards continue
to guard our beaches weekends through September. Large
crowds continue to take advantage of the warm weather and

our beautiful and safe beaches. The need for lifeguards on
duty is great since the ocean currents can be extremely strong
and unpredictable in late summer. This photo shows the Isle
of Palms lifeguards training with CCEMS before the park’s
opening to make sure their skills are sharpened and top
notch. Refreshed and briefed, they were ready for another
busy day of keeping our patrons safe on the beach.
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Volunteers from JW Aluminum came out to the Wannamaker North Trail for their 2021 cleanup day on September 18th.
The North Trail was recommended to them by CCPRC’s very own Kathryn Brinker. Kathryn met the group at the trail and helped
them with their project!
Thanks Kathryn!

Total Calls In:

4,699

Average Talk Time:

2.57

Average Wait Time:

0.16

Percentage Answered:

92.80%
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Discounted Gold Passes sold through Corporate Online Pass Sales:
• 224 Gold Passes
• 28 participating companies

Sponsored September Events:
• Toast Under the Oaks: Noble Vines and Sun’s Out
• Wine Down Wednesday: Noble Vines and Overture West Ashley
• Dog Day Afternoon at Splash Island: Presented by: Crews Subaru, TD Bank and Veterinary Specialty Care;

Supported by: Coke and Charleston Animal Society
• Dog Day Afternoon at Whirlin’ Waters: Presented by: Crews Subaru; Supported by: Veterinary Specialty Care,

Coke, Charleston Animal Society, Pet Helpers, Lowcountry Dog Magazine, Animal Hospital of Charleston, and
Charleston Veterinary Referral Center
• Yappy Hour at Wannamaker County Park: Crews Subaru, Pet Helpers, Lowcountry Dog Magazine, Charleston

Veterinary Referral Center, and Autobell Car Wash

Dog Day Splash Island: TD Bank

Yappy Hour: Crews Subaru
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Yappy Hour: Pet Supplies

This report shows the total number of programs offered, implemented and overall attendance for CCPRC’s programs.
The report will compare each month to the same month from the prior year. We hope this additional information helps
show a more complete picture of ways CCPRC improves lives for our customers.
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CCPRC Recreation Division Program and Attendance Monthly Report
AUGUST 2021 vs AUGUST 2020

2021 Attendance
84

181

CAMP

175

16

191

CHALLENGE COURSE

141

617

758

CLIMBING WALL*

1129

0

1129

COMMUNITY RECREATION

1,114

819

1,933

CULTURAL HISTORY

476

13

489

EDUCATION

569

163

732

106

261

367

-6

11

5

-492

800

308

NATURAL HISTORY

69

27

96

PADDLESPORTS

3,378

2,811

6,189

TOTAL

TOTAL ATTENDANCE FOR PROGRAMS

2020 Attendance
97

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS HEALTH AND WELLNESS INCLUSIVE RECREATION

Variance

CLIMBING WALL
2

COMMUNITY RECREATION

157

CULTURAL HISTORY

3

EDUCATION

4

10

2

20

NATURAL HISTORY

18

PADDLESPORTS

237

TOTAL

TOTAL NUMBER OF PUBLIC PROGRAMS OFFERED AND IMPLEMENTED
CHALLENGE COURSE
4

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS HEALTH AND WELLNESS INCLUSIVE RECREATION

CAMP
6

79%

11

83%

267

2021 Programs Offered

75%

16

191

188
100%

16

10

72%

15
80%

2

14

63%

15
75%

14

1

88%

2
100%

9

11

50%

8
77%

4

1

79%

3
100%

189

3

11%

3

75%

2

141

75%

121

83%
1

0

75%

2

100%
0
1

0%

3

% Implemented 2020
14
0

100%

5

2020 Programs Offered
9
0

11

2020 Programs Implemented
64%

2021 Programs Implemented

% Implemented 2019

0

CAMP

1

14

CHALLENGE COURSE

-3

10

7

CLIMBING WALL

0

0

0

COMMUNITY RECREATION

1

0

1

CULTURAL HISTORY

12

20

32

EDUCATION

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

NATURAL HISTORY

0

3

3

PADDLESPORTS

23

34

57

TOTAL

TOTAL NUMBER OF CUSTOM PROGRAMS IMPLEMENTED**

2021 Programs Implemented
0

13

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS HEALTH AND WELLNESS INCLUSIVE RECREATION

2020 Programs Implemented

0

*Attendance for the Climbing Wall reflects daily facility attendance as well as program attendance.
**Some departments primarily offer Custom Programs, while others departments rarely offer Custom Programs.

Variance
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13,912

YTD 2122
61,859
Attendance

YTD 2021
47,947
Attendance

PICP

52,552

176,839

124,287

JICP

120%

102,926

188,969

86,043

WCP

-9%

-577

5,958

6,535

CAW

120%

2,951

5,416

2,465

JoICP

-56%

-87,599

69,595

157,194

FB Pier

15%

12,568

96,365

83,797

MP Pier

9%

3,978

48,655

44,677

BWP

13%

9,307

83,595

74,288

FBCP

26%

25,042

120,887

95,845

IOP

215%

312

457

145

Bulow

71%

218

525

307

-30%

-286

661

947

124%

5,745

10,365

4,620

Laurel Hill Old Towne McLeod

-8%

-2,814

33,637

36,451

LIHP

-17%

-1,609

7,895

9,504

SK8

41%

1,966

6,809

4,843

WCAC

-63%

-9,919

5,944

15,863

Stono River

Total Facility Attendance 21-22 vs. 20-21

Variance
42%

all facilities continued

W North Trail* Meggett*

TOTAL

29%

TOTAL

%

IOP

924,930

FBCP

102

129,172

BWP

YTD 2021
Attendance

397

-

16%

TOTAL

YTD 2122
Attendance

-

---

WW

103,122

Variance

---

SZ

43,769

6,714

%

SI

38,612

1,399

7%

795,758

YTD 2021
Vehicles

20,741

1,148

3%

88

YTD 2122
Vehicles

4,167

3%

737

165,929

Variance

25%

96,408

103,739
101,696

%

42,370

64,502
158%

37,464

42,252

164%

16,574

YTD 2122
19,938
Attendance
26,160

Marina

64,233

11,034
163%

77%

39,237

Variance

Campsites Cottages

124%

61%

84%

16,092

%

78%

64%

8,904

YTD 2021
Attendance

81%

YTD 2021
Attendance

YTD 2122
Attendance

45

Digital Marketing Summary
WEBSITE ANALYTICS
Visits

Unique visitors

126,077

Sep 1, 2021 - Sep 30, 2021

Pageviews

117,075

Bounce Rate

219,694

▼

Searches

55.93%

1,784

Trended Visits (Year-to-Date, Compared YoY)
Visits

Visits (previous year)

10K

5K

0
Jan 1

Feb 3

Mar 8

Apr 10

May 13

Jun 15

Jul 18

Aug 20

Top Landing Pages

Sep 22

Oct 25

Nov 27

Dec 30

Top Referral Sites

Label

Unique Pageviews

Label

▼

Visits

▼

1.

James Island County Park | Charlesto…

9,751

1.

m.facebook.com

4,470

2.

Camping & Lodging | Charleston Coun…

8,366

2.

www.charlestoncvb.com

1,748

3.

McLeod Plantation Historic Site | Charl…

8,357

3.

charlestoncountyparks.r…

592

EMAIL MARKETING
Total Emails Sent

Open Rate

372,194
Campaign Name

29.14%
Sent

▼

Bounce Rate

Unsubscribe Rate

2.81%

0.09%

Open Rate

Click Through Rate

Bounce Rate

Unsubscribe Rate

1.

September 2021 Events

48,815

25.8%

3.4%

2.8%

0.1%

2.

September 1, 2021 Weekly Email

48,777

24.2%

2.4%

2.9%

0.1%

3.

September 8, 2021 Weekly Email

48,740

23.5%

1.8%

2.8%

0.1%

Top Performing Email Content
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Digital Marketing Summary
SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook
Likes

60,953

Impressions

Engagements

579,358

Instagram

Sep 1, 2021 - Sep 30, 2021

22,443

Twitter
Followers

25.96

Engagements

Followers

8,413

8,441

Impressions

18,425

Engagements

461

Top Performing Posts

PAID SOCIAL MEDIA
Amount Spent (USD)

$973.33

People Reached

Impressions

211,604

249,643
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Clicks to the Website

4,299

▼

HUMAN RESOURCES UPDATE

Diversity Mission Statement: The Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission will provide
high quality park facilities, programs, and services to the ever-changing community we serve by
recruiting, training, and retaining a qualified and diverse staff.

Current Staff Statistics:
September EEO Information
FULL TIME
EMPLOYEES
177

PART TIME
EMPLOYEES
926

TOTAL OF ALL
EMPLOYEES
1,103

148

672

74%

Hispanic

6

29

3%

African American

15

100

10%

Asian

0

14

1%

Indian

0

8

<1%

Two or more Races

2

38

4%

Prefer not to Provide

0

54

5%

Male

97

351

41%

Female

79

550

57%

Prefer not to Provide

0

12

2%

Number of Employees
White

48

HUMAN RESOURCES UPDATE
Volunteer Coordinator Report
September 2021
Activity Category
Volunteers in Parks at Various Locations

Charleston Outdoor Festival
Cooper River Bridge Run
Day Park Volunteers
Green Team Lead Beach Sweep
Secret Shopper Program
Holiday Festival of Lights Gift Shop Set Up
McLeod Plantation Historic Site
Paddlesports and Outdoor Clubs
Shaggin’ on the Cooper
Starlight Yoga at Mt Pleasant Pier
Toast Under the Oaks at Johns Island County Park
Volunteer Park Ambassador at WCP
Wine Down Wednesday
Yappy Hour at WCP

Total Volunteer Hours:
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:

Hours
49.25
4
48.28
2
33
237
113.83
55.5
5
32.25
6
29
3
24
21

Volunteers
7
1
14
1
5
18
12
6
1
8
3
8
1
5
6

663.11
2302.11
907
244

Value of Volunteer Hours:
Total Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent
Current vs Previous Fiscal YTD Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:

4.08
14.17
5.58
1.5

Value of Volunteer Hours Formula:
# volunteer hours / 162.5 (equivalent of one full time employee) = # full-time employee equivalent
Monthly Employee Cost Savings
Total Volunteer Hours Value:
16,332.24
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours Value:
56,722.51
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours: Value
22,336.74
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours Value:
6004.5
Monthly Employee Cost Savings Formula:
$4003 (monthly cost with salary and benefits for a specialist level full time employee) x # of full-time employee equivalent
= Monthly Employee Cost Savings
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – October 2021

Folly Beach Fishing Pier—Replacement Project Update
Cape Romain, CCPRC’s pier replacement contractor, completed the demolition of the old wooden timber pier and has
started construction of the new pier. The pre-cast concrete plant has been fabricating piles, pile caps, and beams for the
new pier. Pile templates were installed for driving the first 24 concrete piles into their exact locations at the new
diamond head. The first concrete pile for the new diamond head was driven on September 17. The 69’ 6” long concrete
piles has an additional 32’ length steel I-beams (called a “stinger”) attached at the bottom of the concrete pile. The
stingers will be imbedded into the marlstone layer and are being used to achieve the necessary load capacity and
provide 65+ years of anticipated pile life. The new pier construction is starting at the diamond head and continuing back
towards the new observation deck which opened in May of this year. Construction of the new pier is still on schedule to
be completed in the spring of 2023.

Piles at tip of diamond head

Piles with steel “stingers” for additional structural support
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – October 2021 cont’d

Cooper River Marina – BIG Grant Transient Dock Repair Project (Update)
Staff met with Applied Technology & Management, Inc. (ATM), the agency’s consultant, to review details of the
transient dock repairs project that will utilize the recently awarded Boating Infrastructure Grant (BIG) for $163,935 and
CCPRC’s 40% match requirement of $110,665. The initial plan to conduct work this winter was delayed due to a slow
delivery estimate for the steel components. It’s expected to take a minimum of 14 weeks from the order date to deliver.
The project’s new construction target dates will range from mid-June through the end of August 2022 during the next
slower transient boating season.

PRC parks staff and consultant
reviewing needed repair work.

Extensive degree of piling rust and
other repairs for transient dock.
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – October 2021 cont’d

Old Towne Creek County Park– Phase One Development (Update)
A pre-proposal meeting for this project was held on September 14, with good attendance by contractors. This project
represents the build-out of the park as a daily destination for recreation. The project’s scope of work includes: interior
and exterior renovations of three existing buildings, construction of a new restroom/pavilion building, boardwalks,
fencing, a paved vehicular entry, deceleration/turning lane on Old Towne Road, parking lots, concrete sidewalks &
paths, pervious granite pathways, demonstration gardens, detailed landscape areas, signage/wayfinding, amphitheater,
grading, installation of water & sewer services, IT infrastructure, and the reconstruction of an existing impoundment.
Alternates include a playground, observation deck & boardwalk, and a new prefabricated/modular maintenance
building. Proposals are due October 19. Staff plan to bring the project to the November Commission Meeting for review
and approval.
The South Carolina State Recreation Trails Program (RTP) grant has awarded this project $100,000 and is designated to
assist with construction of the one-mile accessible main trail.

OTCCP’s Main House, one of three structures to receive renovations as part of Phase One park development.
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – October 2021 cont’d

Butterfly Milkweed for Monarch Butterflies at Johns Island County Park
Planning &Development (P&D) and Parks staff worked together in early October to plant native Butterfly Milkweed (A.
tuberosa) at Johns Island County Park. Staff worked with the United State Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) to install the
essential plant, which is used as an important food source for endangered Monarch butterflies. This marks the third
year, CCPRC and USFWS have collaborated on the project. USFWS propagate and raise Butterfly Milkweed at its fish
hatchery located at Bears Bluff on Wadmalaw Island, SC. Once the butterfly milkweed is established, P&D will work with
Parks to certify the location as a monarch waystation, which will include interpretive signage that promotes public
awareness.

Planting bed preparation at JoICP.

Wannamaker County Park– Park Center Replacement
A request for proposals for the design of the new North Charleston Wannamaker County Park (NCWCP) Park Center
concession and restroom building has been posted on our website. The original building, built in 1996, was destroyed
by fire during March 2021. Proposals are due November 9, 2021, after review it is anticipated that the selected
proposal/firm will come to the December Commission Meeting for review and approval. Park staff has been providing
53
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – October 2021 cont’d

Caw Caw Interpretive Center (CCIC) – Emergency Dike Repair (Update)
Sabine and Waters met with CCPRC in September to discuss their recommendation to use the Combahee style rice field
trunks to replace both of the failed water control structures. The Combahee Style Rice Trunks provide the optimal
means to manage water levels within the impoundments at CCIC, while providing the integral education and
interpretive component to CCIC. The building and installation of rice trunks is a narrow and highly specialized field of
construction. There are several companies in the area and staff will obtain proposals from only those with experience in
this type of installation and recommend replacing the failed structures with a single rice trunk at both of the locations.

Breached dikes and damaged water control structures
at CCIC.
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – October 2021 cont’d

Wiltown Community Center Recreation — Update
ESP Associates continue to engage with the Steering Committee on the design development details and develop a
focused final design. ESP Associates has gathered an opinion of probably costs [budget] that the Steering Committee will
use to guide their final design agreement.
CCPRC continues to look for alternative funding sources to supplement the Wiltown Community Center project and
provide a playground that serves ages pre-school through 12-years old.

Conceptual design “Option A” chosen by project Steering Committee.

Isle of Palms County Park (IOPCP) ADA Improvement Projects – Update
An invitation for bid was posted on September 2, 2021
for a project to improve the accessibility to IOPCP’s Park
Center building’s access and parking. Bids for the project
were extended to 2pm Thursday, September 28. Three
bids were received with MedPro Solutions (MPS)
submitting the lowest cost/qualified bid.
Additionally Collins Engineers, Inc., our engineering
consultants for the project, provided proposals covering
the costs for the ADA Improvement projects construction
administration.
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