COMMISSIONERS:
Collin Bruner, Chair
Eduardo Curry, Vice Chair
Dale Aren, Secretary-Treasurer
Lisa King
Mattese Lecque
Teddy Manos
Brad Taggart

Commission Update

David Bennett, Executive Director

__________________________________________________________________________________
May 12, 2021
Important Dates
Commission Regular Meeting – Monday, May 17, 2021 - CCPRC Headquarters at 5:30 pm &
online at www.charlestoncountyparks.com
Commission Meeting Agenda Highlights
Old Business:
None
New Business:
Planning and Capital Projects Update:
An overall update on the Planning and Capital Projects will be presented.
Action Items:
Besides the meeting minutes, there are four additional items that will require Commission
action on Monday evening (supplemental information attached).
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CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
ONLINE AT WWW.CHARLESTONCOUNTYPARKS.COM
MONDAY, MAY 17, 2021
AGENDA
I.Call To Order And Welcome

Bruner

A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media
II.

Public Comments & Presentations

Bruner/Bennett

III.

Approval of Minutes

Bruner

A. (ACTION) Approval of April 19, 2021 Regular Commission Meeting Minutes
IV.

Old Business
A. None

V.

New Business
A. Planning and Development Update

Bowie

B. Financial Report

McManus

a. (ACTION) Lease Agreement Extension for Executive Hall Property
b. (ACTION) Sol Legare Boat Landing Phase II Upland Improvements
Contract
c. (ACTION) West County Rural Recreation Site - Consultant Services
for Willtown Community Center Contract
d. (ACTION) U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Grant Acceptance

VI.

C. Commission Highlight: West County Aquatic Center

Macchia/Ellis-Strother

D. Executive Session: Legal Matters

Bennett/Green

Next Meeting
A. Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, June 21, 2021, 5:30pm at CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES
CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
MONDAY, APRIL 19, 2021

Commission Members Present: Mr. Collin Bruner, Mr. Eduardo Curry, Ms. Dale Aren, Ms. Lisa King, Ms. Mattese
Lecque, Mr. Teddy Manos (via teleconference), and Mr. Brad Taggart
Staff Present: Mr. David Bennett, Mr. Kevin Bowie, Mr. Charlie McManus, Mr. Phil Macchia, Ms. Gina EllisStrother, Mr. Greg Elliott (via teleconference), Ms. Renee Dickinson (via teleconference), Mr. Steve
Hutton (via teleconference), Mr. Tommy Hale (via teleconference), Ms. Shanté Ellis, Ms. Marcie
Chiappone, Lisa Knisley-White (via teleconference), Ms. Melissa Muse (via teleconference), and Ms.
Ashley Hoover (via teleconference)
Legal Counsel Present: Mr. Dwayne Green (via teleconference)
Guests Present: None
I.

Call to Order and Welcome
A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media
The Charleston County Park & Recreation Commission met on Monday, April 19, 2021 at the
CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC. Mr. Bruner, Commission Chair, called the meeting to order
and welcomed those in attendance. Mr. Bruner informed those present that notification of the
meeting was sent to the local news media and others requesting notification.

II.

Public Comments and Presentations
A. None

III.

Approval of Minutes
A. (ACTION) Approval of March 15, 2021 Regular Commission Meeting Minutes
Motion to approve the minutes of the March 15, 2021 Regular Commission Meeting was made by Ms.
Lecque, seconded by Mr. Curry, and approved by the Commission. (#035-2021)
B.

(ACTION) Approval of March 29, 2021 Commission Personnel Committee Meeting Minutes
Motion to approve the minutes of the March 29, 2021 Personnel Committee Commission Meeting was
made by Ms. Aren, seconded by Ms. Lecque, and approved by the Commission. (#036-2021)

C.

(ACTION) Approval of April 12, 2021 Commission Personnel Meeting Minutes
Motion to approve the minutes of the April 12, 2021 Personnel Committee Commission Meeting was
made by Ms. Lecque, seconded by Mr. Curry, and approved by the Commission. (#037-2021)

IV.

Old Business
A. None
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V.

New Business
A. Planning and Development (P&D) Update
Mr. Bowie presented an update on the following Commission approved Capital Projects:
•

Folly Beach Fishing Pier
o Construction of the deck and pier is progressing. Every day the new pier gets longer and
the old pier gets shorter. The pier’s retail/office/restaurant building roof is being replaced
as well. Staff are currently happy with the progress and the contractor.

•

Current Available Bids
o Sol Legare Boat Landing Phase 2 Upland Improvements – due to close May 6,
2021
o Consultant Services for Willtown Community Center – due to close April 27, 2021

•

Johns Island County Park
o Dog park will host a Yappy Hour Style opening event the afternoon/evening of
Wednesday, May 26 with disc golf, 5K trail run, roving interpretation, and more. Mr.
Bennett invited the Commission to join the event and stated a speech from the Chair
could be arranged during the event. Mr. Macchia stated that once the time is confirmed
the Commission will be notified.

•

Wannamaker County Park – Concession/Restroom Building
o On March 18, a fire occurred at Wannamaker County Park’s concession and restroom
facility. Mr. Bowie stated that this was a first in his 30 plus year career with the agency.
The park was closed at the time due to an impending severe weather warning. No one
was injured. The building was a complete loss. The cause of the fire remains unknown,
but arson is not suspected. The agency’s facility insurance company will pay 80% of the
replacement cost. The replacement of the building has been added to the Capital
Improvements Plan (CIP). Mr. McManus stated the Commission committed a portion of
the fund balance to cover unanticipated out of pocket expenses. Mr. Manos inquired if
all of the facilities are on an 80% insurance coverage plan. Mr. McManus confirmed and
noted that a policy with more coverage would be an outrageous cost. Mr. Curry asked
for the estimated 20% replacement cost. Mr. McManus stated that it would be
approximately $65,000-$70,000. Mr. Manos asked for cost of the additional premium to
have 100% coverage. Mr. McManus stated that he doesn’t believe there is a 100% option
available. He stated that the premium was lowered to 80% a few years back in order to
keep the funds in reserves instead. Mr. Manos inquired if the insurance is similar or
different to the residential insurance industry. Mr. Bennett stated that staff will research
if there are other options available and report back. Mr. McManus referenced Mr. Bowie’s
statement regarding the frequency of these unexpected disasters and stated the risk is low.
Mr. Manos stated that he understood the logic and commended the staff for good fiscal
planning.

•

St. James South Santee Community Center Playground
o Mr. Bowie noted that there is an action item to consider accepting the Park and
Recreation Development (PARD) Grant. The grant is an 80/20 match with PARD
providing $29,788.65. The funds would provide:
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 playground equipment;
 site furnishings;
 swings; and
 basketball court renovations.
Mr. Bowie stated that the project would be similar to the Ten Mile and Sol Legare projects
previously done. Mr. Curry asked if a restroom facility will be provided. Mr. Macchia
stated that the facility is located near a senior/community center with restrooms. Mr.
Bennett stated that these are facilities that PRC does not own or manage, but an
enhancement to the community with outdoor recreation features. He stated that the
community organizations must be incorporated and have their own insurance. He stated
that the goal is to take the PARD grant funds to make the largest impact for the amount
awarded.
•

Old Towne County Park
o Mr. Bowie stated there will be a change order action item requested for $38,740 to
proceed to Task Two at Old Towne Creek County Park. The change order will allow
design development and construction drawings of interpretive signage. Ms. King asked if
there has been a previous change order. Mr. Bowie clarified that Task One was previously
brought before the Commission. Ms. Aren asked if the expense was anticipated. Mr.
Bowie confirmed that the interpretive plan was developed in Phase One and now they
need the additional funds to move forward with the project.

a. 5-Year CIP Plan Proposal
o Mr. Bowie reviewed the plan provided in the Commissioner’s packets. He noted that the
plan requires annual review and update per the Accreditation requirements and to
properly manage the plan to adjust as future years are developed. He stated that the
current proposal:
 rebalances the plan based on current staff awareness/projectability;
 finishes funding the last GO Bond spending plan;
 funds the bridge projects;
 funds facility repairs and renovations;
 funds the ADA Transition Plan;
 funds the Spring Grove Master Plan;
 funds St. James South Santee Community Center (PARD);
 assumes the issuance of a Direct Placement Bond of $8M, the ability to continue
self-funding, & applying/receiving grants; and
 years 2024-2026 to be determined based on the next GO Bond issuance and
selected projects.
Mr. Bowie stated that some of the projects are self-funded (vs debt funded). Mr. Taggart
asked for clarification on the $1M listed for the Wannamaker County Park restrooms.
Mr. Bowie confirmed that it is a placeholder with more details to come in the next year.
However, he stated the rate was based on the restroom that was previously built at
another facility for $750,000, demo, and potential fire damage under the building that
can’t be assessed at this time. He noted that during next year’s review of the plan funds
will be rebalanced for projects that under/over spent as staff learn about unknowns. Ms.
King asked staff to confirm that it’ll take until 2023 to demolish and replace the building.
Mr. Bowie confirmed it’s possible due to the current environment and construction
market. Ms. King stated her hopes that it would be demolished quicker than that. Mr.
Macchia and Mr. Bowie confirmed that staff are already working to locate a demolition
vendor and to have a quick turnaround. Ms. King thanked the staff for their efforts. Mr.
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Bowie reviewed the potential funding sources, but noted that if all of these sources are
not approved/granted the plan will need to be rebalanced and brought back to the
Commission. Mr. McManus noted that the $8M Direct Placement Bond manages the
bridge projects and debt service fund balance. He projected the request to issue more
debt in 2024-25 could be around $50-60M and will be based on the interest rate
environment. Mr. Bennett noted that the Commission’s Strategic Planning Committee
will be fully engaged during the upcoming ten-year Comprehensive Plan update/project
approval, future bond issuance discussions, and five-year strategic planning process.
Motion to approve the 5-year CIP Plan as presented by Staff was made by Ms. Lecque,
seconded by Ms. Aren, and approved by the Commission. (#038-2021)
B.

Financial Report
Mr. McManus presented and reviewed the checks over $7500 and financial reports for the month of
February. Mr. McManus noted that the agency is in a strong financial environment. The YTD is the
highest it’s ever been and there have currently been no transfers. Mr. McManus noted that a healthy fund
balance funds and balances the CIP projects/plan. Senior Management will recommend a funds transfer
during the last quarter of this fiscal year. Mr. Taggart asked where the funds are being made up. Mr.
Macchia stated attendance is up 1% (primarily the beach parks, Stono River County Park, SK8
Charleston, & Caw Caw Interpretive Center) and referenced/reviewed the attendance report percentages.
He noted that staffing Folly Beach County Park in the winter time proved to be extremely successful and
may shape future gate staffing at other facilities. He noted this increase in attendance despite COVID19,
the Folly Beach Fishing Pier being closed, and the waterpark admissions being lower than usual. There
were no further questions from the Commission.
a. (ACTION) Park and Recreation Development (PARD) Grant: St. James South Santee
Community Center Playground
Motion to accept the PARD grant totaling $29,788.65 to provide funding for renovations to the
St. James South Santee Community Center Playground project, with CCPRC’s match of $7,447.16
coming from the CIP Reserve Funds was made by Ms. King, seconded by Mr. Manos, and
approved by the Commission. (#039-2021)
b. (ACTION) Old Towne Task Two Contract
Motion to approve a $38,740 change order to the contract with The Design Minds, Inc. for
Interpretive Master Planning Services at Old Towne Creek County Park, bringing the new contract
total to $83,599.95, with funds coming from the approved CIP Budget was made by Mr. Manos,
seconded by Mr. Curry, and approved by the Commission. (#040-2021)

C.

(ACTION) Policy Review and Update
Mr. Bennett noted that there were over thirty changes that staff recommended. Mr. Bowie noted that a
lot of the changes are administrative and ADA related. He stated that the review of the documents is
required by the Accreditation. He noted that Directors and Executive staff have reviewed these policies
numerous times over the last few months prior to making a recommendation. Mr. Bennett spotlighted
Ms. Shanté Ellis and Mr. Macchia for spearheading the original heavy lifting and primary coordination
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of the project. He stated Executive Management reviews and changes are noted within the
recommendations as well. Mr. Curry asked if the changes have been vetted for legal liability. Mr. Bennett
and Mr. Bowie confirmed.
Motion to approve the recommended changes to the Commission Policies and the Rules and Regulations
as provided in the April 19, 2021 Commission Packet was made by Ms. Aren, seconded by Mr. Curry,
and approved by the Commission. (#041-2021)
D. Commission Highlight: Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Transition Plan
Mr. Bennett noted that he’s excited about the direction and progress of this project. He noted that it
speaks directly to the vision of access to all county-wide. He commended Mr. Steve Hutton and Ms.
Ashley Hoover for leading the agency through the process for facility improvements and policy changes.
He also is excited about the community involvement in continued evolution of the project. Mr. Hutton
gave a background on the ADA audit to identify the obstacles limiting guest accessibility due to many of
the agency’s facilities being built prior to the 1992 ADA. Led by John McGovern, the WT Group, LLC’s
Accessibility Consulting team conducted the audit. Mr. Hutton stated the WT Group continues to be a
great vendor to work with. He reviewed the project timeline:
• 2018 – Recreation Division tapped by Executive Management to pursue ADA Transition Plan;
• 2019 – audit process began with hiring the WT Group;
• Summer-Fall 2020 – Mr. Hutton and Ms. Hoover became certified ADA Coordinators through
the University of Missouri and the Great Plains ADA Center. In order to maintain their
certification they will require ongoing continuing education units/training;
• August 2020 – final audit report presented to the Commission;
• Winter 2020-2021 – ADA Steering Committee developed;
• February-March 2021 – launched a series of full-time ADA and Transition Plan trainings;
• March 2021 – Citizen’s Advisory Committee formed;
• On-Going – staff training, website updates, and Transition Plan implementation.
Mr. Hutton and Ms. Hoover manage/track all of the calls/questions/requests/complaints for anyone or
person representing anyone with a disability to find the best resolution. Staff’s process is to encourage
the customer to reach out to an ADA Coordinator to get a quicker resolution. Customers are pleased
with getting a response within 24 hours from someone who wants to listen to their concern and is willing
to work it out. Ms. Hoover reviewed the following policy/procedures updates and agency-wide
improvements:
• service Animal Procedure;
• other Power Driven Mobility Device Procedure;
• grievance Procedure;
• adjusting agency language and representation by replacing “handicap” with “accessible”, using
person first language, and inclusion in promotional photos; and
• public-facing processes and information.
Ms. Hoover noted a vast improvement in making these policies/procedures available to the public
including a new beach wheelchair reservation process. She stated that the transition plan is being
integrated into facility design, master planning, construction, maintenance, CIP plans, facility repair &
replacement projects, parks maintenance repairs, facility walkthroughs, etc. Ms. Hoover stated the
following:
• the Accessibility Core Value Committee has a representative from each division and hosts general
staff trainings twice a year;
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•

ADA Steering Committee Training reviewed smart practices in integrating the agency’s transition
plan with other plans;
• Parks staff recently participated in an on-site training with the consultant at James Island County
Park
• Recreation staff attended a training session for temporary events/programs;
• part-time staff training is on-going; and
• a PRC Academy session has been added for all new full-time hires.
She noted that the Accessibility Citizen’s Advisory Committee was created due to an audit
recommendation. Ten applicants were selected to serve and signed written agreements to participate.
Members also include health and medical professionals from MUSC and Roper Hospitals. The
committee involves the public in determining priorities and providing feedback. It also connects the
agency to the local community of individuals with wide spectrum of disabilities, family member
of/caregivers for individuals with disabilities. Ms. Hoover noted that approximately 27,000 people in
Charleston County have a disability. She stated the public feedback to the agency’s ADA transition has
been well received and reviewed public comments from social media. Ms. Hoover reiterated that
everyone is a part of accessibility. Mr. Hutton agreed and asked that everyone remember that accessibility
is about more than individuals in wheelchairs; it’s a part of CCPRC’s culture and values. He stated that
while it’s the law; everyone benefits and it’s the right thing to do. Mr. Bruner thanked Mr. Hutton and
Ms. Hoover for their presentation and stated he’s excited about the changes taking place. Mr. Macchia
commended Mr. Hutton and Ms. Hoover for their fantastic job at changing the agency culture
surrounding accessibility.
E.

Executive Session (Legal & Personnel Matters)
Motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss legal and personnel matters was made by Ms. Lecque,
seconded by Mr. Curry, and approved by the Commission. (#042-1920)
Motion to approve the Executive Director Evaluation format and template was made by Mr. Curry,
seconded by Ms. Aren, and approved by the Commission. (#043-1920)
Upon coming out of Executive Session, the Chair stated that legal and personnel matters had been
discussed.

VII.

Next Meeting

Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, May 17, 2021, 5:30 pm at CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Collin Bruner, Chair

Shanté Ellis, Executive Administrative Manager
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March 2021 Checks over $7,500

Date

Check #

Vendor

Description

Amount

General Agency
3/4/2021 3037312 2 Oceans Promotions

Lifeguard Uniforms

$

9,676.28

3/4/2021 3037316 Berlins Restaurant Supply

WCP Soca Stop Replacement Ice Machine

$

26,473.92

3/4/2021 3037318 Bonitz Flooring Group Inc

JICP Cottages Replace Carpet

$

20,312.00

3/4/2021 3037331 Sabine and Waters Inc

Two Pines Longleaf Pine Plantings

$

12,582.50

3/11/2021 3037352 Applied Data Technologies

Annual Workstation Replacement

$

43,663.22

3/11/2021 3037358 Berlins Restaurant Supply

5 Deep Fryers for WW Concessions

$

9,474.83

3/18/2021 3037405 George J Marshall, Inc

Boogie Boards for resale

$

12,659.00

3/25/2021 3037439 Applied Data Technologies

Laptop Replacements (2016)

$

10,313.58

3/25/2021 3037442 Petty Cash

WCP WW Starting Cash For 2021 Season

$

10,360.00

3/25/2021 3037450 First Construction Management

Repaving of Wappoo BL

$

19,483.50

$
$
$
$
$
$

12,303.33
8,725.00
10,312.50
44,912.63
34,818.57
346,237.42

3/18/2021
3/11/2021
3/11/2021
3/11/2021
3/4/2021
3/11/2021

1
164
165
166
318
319

Capital Improvement Projects
Applied Technology & Management Inc
CRCP Design
Cape Romain Contractors Inc
Remley's Point BL Gangway Repair
Collins Engineer
Final Engineering plans for ADA IOP Parking
Maverick Construction Services, LLC
JOICP Dog Park Construction
Wantman Group Inc
FBFP Replacement Consulting
Cape Romain Contractors Inc
FBFP Replacement Construction
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Combined General Agency Operations
March, 2021

Combined Revenues
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services

Prior YTD Actuals
17,705,199
9,216,965
1,008,784
Total Revenue
27,930,948

Combined Expenses
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services

Year To date Actuals
18,315,199
9,040,454
373,201
27,728,854

Current Year Budget
17,998,355
14,939,862
1,810,819
34,749,036

Total Expenses
Net Operating Income

7,867,863
12,411,465
3,083,811
23,363,139
4,567,809

6,152,323
11,234,363
2,501,085
19,887,771
7,841,083

Transfers In
Transfers Out
Change in Fund Balance

‐
1,297,705
3,270,104

‐
‐
7,841,083

119,000
2,000,000
(718,947)

Fund Balance Statement
Change in Fund Balance
Fund Balance‐ Beginning of Year
Ending Fund Balance

3,270,104
20,334,393
23,604,497

7,841,083
18,036,272
25,877,355

(718,947)
18,036,272
17,317,325
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9,524,526
18,995,772
5,066,685
33,586,983
1,162,053

% of Budget
102%
61%
21%
80%

65%
59%
49%
59%

0%
0%

Support Services
March, 2021
Revenues
Administration Millage
Administration‐ Other
Total Revenue

Prior YTD Actuals
17,342,305
362,894
17,705,199

Year To date Actuals
17,801,184
514,015
18,315,199

Current Year Budget
17,640,000
358,355
17,998,355

% of Budget
101%
143%
102%

Expenses
Administration
Executive
Financial Services
Human Resources
Information Technology
Marketing
Park and Program Services
Planning and Development
Safety
Total Expenses
Net Operating Income

2,117,245
1,000,852
585,181
535,771
1,472,090
727,789
407,983
766,277
254,673
7,867,861
9,837,338

1,220,234
944,125
596,877
495,604
955,905
746,260
366,063
630,915
196,340
6,152,323
12,162,876

1,073,760
1,614,305
934,938
840,831
1,666,391
1,224,623
599,901
1,127,387
442,391
9,524,527
8,473,828

114%
58%
64%
59%
57%
61%
61%
56%
44%
65%

Transfers In
Transfers Out

0
1,297,705

0
0

119,000
2,000,000

0%
0%

Change in Fund Balance

8,539,633

12,162,876

6,592,828
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Park Services
March, 2021
Revenues
Prior YTD Actuals
Administration
12,481
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
33,180
Cooper River Marina
703,494
Folly Beach County Park
212,163
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
753,112
Isle of Palms County Park
421,144
James Island County Park
4,021,982
Johns Island County Park
100,885
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
182,679
Lake House at Bulow
84,950
Laurel Hill Plantation
3,006
McLeod Plantation
304,449
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
366,648
Mount Pleasant Pier
176,924
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
1,747,126
Old Towne Creek County Park
4,550
SK8 Charleston
80,591
Stono River Park
0
West County Aquatics Center
7,601
Total Revenue
9,216,965
Expenses
Administration
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
Cooper River Marina
Folly Beach County Park
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
Isle of Palms County Park
James Island County Park
Johns Island County Park
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
Lake House at Bulow
Laurel Hill Plantation
McLeod Plantation
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
Mount Pleasant Pier
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
Old Towne Creek County Park
SK8 Charleston
Stono River Park
Undeveloped Properties & HQ Maintenance
West County Aquatics Center
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

946,868
216,569
595,297
307,460
779,015
437,680
3,539,447
284,131
209,729
91,986
31,946
182,681
821,722
360,540
2,186,607
16,150
166,473
16,634
1,156,848
63,684
12,411,467
(3,194,502)
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Year To date Actuals Current Year Budget
13,130
800
47,505
52,497
595,045
828,677
387,879
551,464
534,774
892,232
556,439
894,859
4,243,676
5,873,114
60,616
92,660
228,122
342,663
84,330
152,460
2,715
8,192
212,972
414,055
315,868
739,993
207,577
351,338
1,394,495
3,612,806
20,088
0
124,861
118,072
6,330
2,430
4,031
11,550
9,040,453
14,939,862

813,161
232,962
446,008
269,963
629,943
467,183
2,869,414
306,031
246,282
80,857
12,405
191,786
751,330
350,597
1,998,142
9,183
158,268
17,073
1,308,294
75,483
11,234,365
(2,193,912)

1,208,171
344,274
593,130
417,728
1,169,426
713,954
5,266,938
495,893
375,573
142,298
25,270
321,136
1,348,943
527,159
3,400,238
46,224
269,279
39,328
2,111,094
179,717
18,995,773
(4,055,911)

% of Budget
1641%
90%
72%
70%
60%
62%
72%
65%
67%
55%
33%
51%
43%
59%
39%
0%
106%
260%
35%
61%

67%
68%
75%
65%
54%
65%
54%
62%
66%
57%
49%
60%
56%
67%
59%
20%
59%
43%
62%
42%
59%

Recreation Services
March, 2021
Revenue
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Revenue

Expenses
Administration
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

Prior YTD Actuals
3,202
123,060
88,674
470,175
184,220
139,453
1,008,784

Year To date Actuals
256
1,780
21,141
209,864
77,024
63,136
373,201

Current Year Budget
5,750
221,000
131,800
821,020
400,604
230,645
1,810,819

% of Budget
4%
1%
16%
26%
19%
27%
21%

441,527
13,629
820,837
496,898
778,141
300,342
232,437
3,083,811
(2,075,027)

463,909
2,195
515,237
508,195
599,267
222,934
189,347
2,501,084
(2,127,883)

715,781
42,513
1,187,282
821,110
1,374,348
543,970
381,681
5,066,685
(3,255,866)

65%
5%
43%
62%
44%
41%
50%
49%
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charlie McManus
May 11, 2021
Lease Agreement Extension for Executive Hall Property

Request approval for an extension of the Lease Agreement for the Executive Hall Property, Suite
170, 2090 Executive Hall Road, with 3806 sf., with Martschink Realty Company for two years
from August 1, 2021 through July 31, 2023.
The amount for the lease agreement extension is $62,580 per year ($5,215 per month) for two
years.
Recommend approval of a two-year lease extension with Martschink Realty Company for
$62,580 per year for two years with funds coming from the approved General Agency
Budget.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charles McManus
May 11, 2021
Sol Legare Boat Landing Phase II Upland Improvements Contract

An Invitation for Bid was issued and publicly advertised for Sol Legare Boat Landing Phase II
Upland Improvements. Six firms responded.
Truluck Construction, Inc, submitted the lowest qualified bid for $108,815. This project is
funded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Sport Fish Restoration Fund and the Charleston
County Water Recreation Fund. The grants are administered through the South Carolina
Department of Natural Resources.
The project is budgeted to come from the CIP 2020 GO Bond Budget line #20002796-900708190.
Recommend approval to enter into a contract with Truluck Construction, Inc., for Sol
Legare Boat Landing Phase II Upland Improvements in the amount of $108,815 with the
funds coming from the approved CIP budget.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charlie McManus
May 11, 2021
West County Rural Recreation Site - Consultant Services for Willtown
Community Center Contract

A Request for Proposal was issued and publicly advertised for Consultant Services for Willtown
Community Center. CCPRC is working in cooperation with the Willtown Community Center to
renovate and expand the current recreational facilities available in the Adam’s Run area.
Two firms responded. ESP Associates, Inc. provided the best technical proposal as evaluated by
staff; therefore, the approval of ESP Associates as the Consultants for the Willtown Community
Center Project is recommended.
The Willtown West County Rural Recreation Site is budgeted to come from the CIP 2020 GO
Bond GL Line #20002796-90070-8320.
Recommend approval to enter into a contract with ESP Associates Inc. in the amount of
$90,600 with the funds coming from the approved CIP budget.
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MEMORANDUM

TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charles McManus
May 11, 2021
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Grant Acceptance

CCPRC has been awarded a Boating Infrastructure Grant from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS). This funding requires a 40% match. Total costs related to the grant portion of
the project are $274,600. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s share is $163,935 and CCPRC’s
40% share is $110,665. The funds will be used for the Cooper River Marina Transient Dock
Repairs Project.
Recommend acceptance of the $163,935 grant from the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service for the Cooper River Marina Transient Dock Repairs Project with CCPRC’s
match of $110,665 coming from the CIP Reserve Funds.
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Top 6 beaches in South Carolina
BERNE BROUDY
Lonely Planet Writer
APRIL 1, 2021

•

With 2876 miles of tidal coastline, South Carolina is a beach-

goers dream, whether you’re looking for solitude, family fun,

Folly Beach

Just south of Charleston, Folly Island has the Atlantic Ocean

or a spring break vibe. South Carolina beaches entice visitors,

out the front door, and the Folly River out the back door. The

not just with the cool, sparkling Atlantic and broad, sandy

intersection of the two waterways created six miles of broad

beaches that hide dazzling seashells. You can see wildlife, dive

beaches around the island’s perimeter, where visitors can surf

deep into history, enjoy water sports, and dine, shop, and spa.

and boogie board, kayak and fish, boat, water ski, and more.

Editor's note: during COVID-19 there may be additional travel
restrictions. Check the latest guidance in South Carolina before
planning a trip, and always follow local government health
advice.
Each of South Carolina’s beaches has its own vibe. Many are a
short drive from Charleston, a nexus of southern charm. So,
whether you want to steep yourself in luxury or make memories that will last a lifetime without spending a mint, consider
South Carolina for your next beach vacation.

Crowd enjoying the beach—Folly Beach
during sunset. ©Daniela Duncan/Getty Images

Folly Island teems with ocean-focused attractions, including
1000ft Folly Beach Pier, a pelican rookery, and Lighthouse Inlet
Heritage Preserve, which has views of historic Morris Island
Lighthouse. Sometimes called one of America’s last true beach
towns, the 12-sq-mile barrier island which has 2400 residents
and a surf-town vibe, is charming and funky, with boho clothing shops and seafood restaurants of every ilk along Center
Street. Come for shopping and eating by day, and music and
dancing at night. Sample the local favorite She-crab soup.
Morris Island Lighthouse at the north end of Folly Beach

Explore the Folly River marshlands by kayak – it’s an adventure

©Aaron Hyslop/Shutterstock

that’s safe and fun for kids of any age. Get your adrenaline

pumping surfing the Atlantic swells. There’s something for
2

Top 6 beaches — continued

everyone, whether you’re a surfer, kayaker, cyclists, boater,

nature lovers. A vacation at Edisto beach invariably involves

you love fishing, or you’re interested in the island’s rich

adventure in the great outdoors. The Beach State Park is cross-

sea-wildlife, complex history, or you’re in search of sandy,

hatched with hiking and biking trails, including the state’s

romantic sunsets. Folly Beach is a great place for culture too.

longest system of ADA-accessible hiking and biking trails. Hike,

The Porgy House was home to Charleston authors Dubose and

bike, explore the beach, fish, and splash in the shallows. Edisto

Dorothy Heyward in the 1930s. That’s also where, in 1934,

Beach provides affordable beach fun, based, from furnished

George Gershwin wrote Porgy and Bess, based on Dubose

cabins perched in the woods, as well as oceanfront and forest

Hayward’s novel. Folly Beach also has a rich and storied

campsites.

history beginning with its original residents, the Bohicket
Edisto Beach is a haven for splashing and swimming or just

Indians.

absorbing the beauty of the mighty Atlantic. The park also has

•

an environmental education center with exhibits on the natu-

Hilton Head

ral history of Edisto Island and the surrounding ACE Basin. The
Famous for its luxury accommodations, low country-beaches,

ACE Basin boundaries include the watersheds of the Ashepoo,

and 30 world-class golf courses, and 300 tennis courts, Hilton

Combahee, and Edisto Rivers. When it’s time for the beach,

Head was the first eco-planned destination in the United

search the mile-and-a-half, palmetto-lined strip of sand called

States. Steep yourself in decadent luxury at Hilton Head’s spas,

Edisto beach for shiny and colorful seashells, pause to catch a

dine in its four-diamond restaurants, and between bronzing

sunrise, and keep an eye peeled for fossils. The park is a

and beach-combing, play a round or two. The 42-square-mile

nesting area for loggerhead sea turtles.

barrier island is bordered by 12 miles of stunning beaches, and

•

many of the island’s exclusive hotels have private access. The
Gulf Stream keeps the daytime temperature at a delightful 70°

Stepping onto Bull Island—also called Bulls Island, in Cape

F, and the ocean waters are close to the same. While Hilton

Romain National Wildlife Refuge, is like setting out on an east

Head is famous for its high-end offerings, there’s plenty of

coast safari. This nature’s classroom, which is accessible by

exploring for families and nature buffs. Pinckney Island Nation-

ferry or kayak, has 16 miles of trails and roads, and seven

al Wildlife Refuge, which is home to deer and alligators, is a

miles of undeveloped shoreline to explore. The island is known

maze of salt marshes and lagoons. Moss-draped oaks,

for its bird-life, with more than 293 species recorded there.

magnolias, pines, and palmettos make it a birder’s paradise.

Kids love spotting a regal American Bald Eagle. Naturalist-

Travelers on a budget will appreciate the public beach access

guided tours are great for all ages if observing alligators, catch-

with metered parking available at eight of the island’s

ing a glimpse of black foxes, and spotting bottlenose dolphins

beaches.

•

Bull Island

is on your bucket list. The 66,000-acre island is the largest of
four barrier islands within the Cape Romain National Wildlife

Edisto Beach

Refuge. The refuge contains saltwater estuaries, barrier
One of four oceanfront state parks in South Carolina. Edisto

islands, freshwater impoundments, and maritime forests.

Beach, which is on Edisto Island, is a great rustic getaway for

Bottlenose dolphins raise their calves in Bull’s Island protected
3

Top 6 beaches — continued

creeks, and loggerhead sea turtles nest on the island beaches.

wakeboarding and jet-skiing to surfing and parasailing, the

Boneyard Beach, named for the bleached skeletons of oaks,

beach is an adrenaline junky’s paradise.

cedars, palmettos, and pines that litter a three-mile stretch of

•

beach on the northeast corner of the island, is the island’s
most photographed spot. Go for the day or just a few hours.

A private island with ten miles of white sand beaches, Kiawah

It’s fun for the entire family, and a great day trip from

Island is often called paradise. One of the best beach

Charleston, which is about 50 minutes from the ferry launch in

destinations for a luxury vacation, on Kiawah, a world-class

Awendaw.

•

Kiawah Island

resort and a vibrant village coexist with pristine coastline,
10,000 acres of maritime woodlands, sand dunes, and marshes

Crescent Beach

populated by whitetail deer, alligators, bobcats, seabirds, and
Myrtle Beach is South Carolina’s most popular, with more than

sea turtles. The natural maritime setting is being preserved

19 million visitors annually. Tourists come for the family-

and enhanced for current and future generations. Soak up the

friendly attractions, beachfront resorts, entertainment, and of

sun and splash in the surf—the island is as welcoming to

course the white-sand beaches. Crescent Beach, which is one

families as adult travelers, then visit the five centuries-old

of North Myrtle Beach’s four beaches, is the city’s hidden gem,

Angel Oak Tree. Grab a meal or a drink at Charleston Tea

and the best spot to post up with a beach umbrella and a good

Plantation and Firefly Distillery. Most beaches are private,

book, while the kids boogie board their hearts out, toss a

accessible to property owners, guests, and renters. Visitors

frisbee, or build a sandcastle. Rub elbows with the locals at

who aren’t staying on the island can sun and swim at

Molly Darcy’s Irish Pub and Bay Watch Cafe both of which sit

Beachwalker County Park.

right on South Ocean Boulevard. You’ll find plenty of
adventure and water sports in North Myrtle Beach. From

4
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25 Most Popular Beach Towns in America
BY TOM FISH ON 4/15/21 AT 7:00 AM EDT
Life's a beach for those lucky enough to live close to sun
themselves on golden sands or swim in cobalt-blue waters.
While many U.S. beaches are considered world-class, their
nearby towns have become holiday hubs in their own right.
Stretching from coast to coast, these beach towns cater to
every conceivable taste, from quaint coastal communities for
culture vultures, to action-packed subtropical climes for
adrenaline junkies.
•

Anna Maria Island, Florida
Sand drawing artist and avant-garde chef Jim Denevan
works on an early morning drawing in Canon Beach, Oregon.
Tourists have the opportunity to spot tufted puffins
on Haystack Rock jutting out of the ocean

This barrier island on Florida's Gulf Coast is quaint, uncrowded
and uncluttered, presenting excellent opportunities for soaking up some sun in space.

BRENT STIRTON/GETTY IMAGES

Visitors to Anna Maria Island can shop at one of the state's
largest discount malls, sample fresh Florida seafood prepared

•

Carmel-by-the-Sea, California

with local flair and relax in local parks and preserves where
Carmel-by-the-Sea is the quaint beach city on California's

the wildlife-viewing is unparalleled.
•

Monterey Peninsula known for its Point Lobos Natural ReAsbury Park, New Jersey

serve, majestic views of the coast and—further inland—

The famous Jersey Shore is lined with sandy beaches and

redwood forest.

quiet towns, such as the small seaside community Asbury

perhaps best embodied by Carmel-by-the-Sea's community

Park.

famed for showcasing its rich artistic heritage.

But there is more to the town than its Instagram-able beach-

•

side, as Asbury Park also boasts a vibrant art and music scene

With a pair of nationally protected areas close by,

and an assortment of independent boutique shops.

Chincoteague has long been known as a mecca for nature

•

lovers.

Cannon Beach, Oregon

California's rich, anything-goes culture is

Chincoteague, Virginia

Cannon Beach is the picture-perfect coastal city, perhaps best

The 14,000 acres of Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge

known for its long and pristine sandy shore.

offers superb opportunities for birdwatching and fishing while
the nearby Assateague Island National Seashore is home to

Tourists have the opportunity to spot tufted puffins on Hay-

herds of wild horses.

stack Rock jutting out of the ocean, while the headland to the
north presents romantic views of small coves and the local

lighthouse.
5

25 Most Popular Beach Towns — continued
•

Gulf Shores, Alabama

Alabama's 30 miles perfect beaches on the Gulf of Mexico are
an ideal scene for holidaymakers.
And in addition to the area's wide white sandy beaches, the
Gulf Shores are a short hop to New Orleans, Atlanta and
Nashville, making these towns an excellent addition to a
regional tour.
•

Haleiwa, Oahu, Hawaii

Packed with Hawaiian history, Haleiwa is widely recognised as
the social and artistic hub of the North Shore.

Chincoteague, Virginia—This shot captures the relaxing
serenity found in Chincoteague, Va. Chincoteague has long

And no trip to Hawaii's laid-back North Shore is complete with-

been known as a mecca for nature lovers.

out an ice shave at Matsumoto or a bite at one of Haleiwa's

SACRED SHOTS/GETTY IMAGES

famous shrimp trucks.
•

•

Lewes, Delaware

Folly Beach, South Carolina
Lewes is found where the Delaware Bay and Atlantic Ocean

Visitors to Folly Island are spoilt with access to both the

meet at Cape Henlopen and locals claim the area is among the

Atlantic Ocean and the Folly River.

most beautiful in the entire state.

The intersection of the two waterways created six miles of

This pedestrian-friendly town features a small historic district,

broad beaches around the island's perimeter, allowing tourists

and an easy-going atmosphere certainly suitable for those

the opportunity to surf, fish and explore the 1km-long Folly

eager to avoid the hustle and bustle of busier beach towns.

Beach Pier.

•

Matlacha, Florida

Despite—or perhaps because—Matlacha lacks the pullingpower of other Florida beach towns, a select few consider this
place paradise.
Pretty pastel-hued homes and galleries mingle with fishing
boats and nature lovers, lending Matlacha plenty of charm for
Folly Beachgoers watch as a Waxing Gibbous Moon rises on
October 30, 2020 in Folly Beach, South Carolina. Visitors to
Folly Island are spoilt with access to both the Atlantic Ocean
and the Folly River. MICHAEL CIAGLO/GETTY IMAGES
6

25 Most Popular Beach — continued

those who love waterfront living.

and natural beauty.

•

Visitors to Narragansett can expect to discover some of the

Nags Head, North Carolina

area's best surfing, while the nearby Newport is known as the

Stretching almost the entire length of the coast of North

sailing capital of the world.

Carolina is a string of beach communities and untouched
natural landscapes known as the Outer Banks.

•

Nags Head is a particularly popular vacation spot due to the

The charming town of Ocean Springs, with many shops and

town's beaches and the attractive sand dunes of Jockey's

restaurants dotting the tree-lined streets, is a great place for a

Ridge.

relaxing visit along the Mississippi coast.

Ocean Springs, Mississippi

And in addition, the Riviera of the South is within easy reach,
meaning visitors can mix dolphin watching with maritime
history.

•

Ocean City, Maryland

Ocean City presents a compelling case for being the quintessential American beach town.
The locale boasts a modern boardwalk, a beach offering a
wide range of exciting activities and an enviable reputation for
some of the best marlin fishing in the U.S.
•
Beach cottages at Nags Head in the outer banks. Stretching

A former turn-of-the-century artists' colony, the sleepy beach

almost the entire length of the coast of North Carolina is a

town of Ogunquit is a place where wildflowers bloom along

the coast.

string of beach communities and untouched natural landscape.
MEINZAHN/GETTY IMAGES

•

Ogunquit, Maine

Narragansett, Rhode Island

Despite being America's smallest state, Rhode Island is framed
by hundreds of miles of coastline filled with cultural richness

Ogunquit Beach from Marginal Way in Ogunquit, Maine.
The sleepy beach town of Ogunquit is a
former turn-of-the-century artists’ colony

RICK FRIEDMAN/CORBIS/GETTY IMAGES
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25 Most Popular Beach — continued

•

The village is packed with cottages and old clapboard buildings
sitting beside the sea, offering views of meandering sailboats

Lying a little outside the mouth of the Delaware Bay on the

and the lighthouse.
•

Rehoboth, Delaware

Atlantic Ocean's shore, Rehoboth Beach has been a popular

Old Saybrook, Connecticut

vacation spot for generations.

Old Saybrook was settled in 1635, making this site w

A particular highlight is Rehoboth Beach's boardwalk, a hub of

here the Connecticut River meets Long Island Sound one of

activity named in the Top 10 boardwalks in the U.S. by

Connecticut's oldest towns.

National Geographic.

And found only an hour and a half from New York City, this

•

coastal town has a wealth of historical and cultural sites to

Found in the Porta del Sol region of western Puerto Rico,

offer against the bucolic backdrop of a peaceful marina.
•

Rincón, Puerto Rico

Rincón has been a mecca for surfers ever since the 1968 World

Paia, Maui, Hawaii

Surfing Championships put it on the map.

The historic town of Paia offers quirky shops heavily influ-

Domes, Indicators, Spanish Wall and Dogman's are among the

enced by hippies and surfers.

beaches where tourists can watch in awe as surfers crest
seven-meter swells in winter.

The beach town is also the perfect place to explore Maui, the

•

Hawaiian island associated with gorgeous beaches, some of
the world's most beautiful golf courses and awe-inspiring

Santa Barbara, California

Situated between the Santa Ynez Mountains and the Pacific

waterfalls.

Hawaiian island surf and sport and photographic

Surfers enter the water under heavy smoke from the

event at Paia Hana. The historic town of Paia offers quirky

Jesusita fire at Butterfly Beach on May 7, 2009 in

shops heavily influenced by hippies and surfers

Montecito, just south of Santa Barbara, California.

FRANCIS JOSEPH DEAN/DEANPICTURES/GETTY IMAGES

DAVID MCNEW/GETTY IMAGES
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25 Most Popular Beach — continued

•

Ocean on the Central Coast of California, Santa Barbara

Wellfleet and Provincetown, Massachusetts

presents sweeping ocean panoramas paired with Spanish-style
Wellfleet and Provincetown offer excellent access to Cape

architecture less than 100 miles from LA.

Cod, a breezy peninsula jutting out like a curved arm into the
Pixels of red tile roofs punctuate the landscape of lush green

Atlantic Ocean.

rolling hills that sweep down into stunning sandy beaches and
This bucolic stretch of Massachusetts coast has remained al-

a working harbor.

most untouched by the development that has transformed the
•

Saugatuck and Douglas, Michigan

Cape into one of the busiest summer beach destinations in
New England.

Perched upon the eastern shore of Lake Michigan in a backdrop of stunning natural beauty, Saugatuck and the immediate
adjacent Douglas are towns rich in both character and culture.
Saugatuck and Douglas are therefore ideal destinations for
those looking for a beach town offering both adventure and

relaxation.
•

Shi Shi Beach, Washington

Ignoring the fact Shi Shi Beach is located within Olympic State
Park instead of a beach town, this public shore practically
becomes its own city with the number of visitors attracted by
some of the best ocean views in the U.S.
•

Tybee Island, Georgia
A general view of Uncle Tim's bridge in Wellfleet Harbor

Tybee Island is a coastal escape featuring sandy beaches, a

in Wellfleet, MA. Wellfleet and Provincetown offer excellent

fishing pier and Georgia's oldest and tallest lighthouse.

access to Cape Cod, a breezy peninsula jutting out like a curved
arm into the Atlantic Ocean. PAUL MAROTTA/GETTY IMAGES

This tiny attractive island also boasts a laid-back vibe and the
Fort Pulaski Civil War monument that can be explored on bike
or foot.

•

Virginia Beach, Virginia

Only hours from Washington D.C., Virginia Beach is a quintessential coastal city.
The area includes three diverse beaches, a pair of state parks,
excellent eateries and a wide variety of east coast culture and
nature.
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Wonderful opportunities for outdoor entertainment in Charleston this weekend
By Maura Hogan mhogan@postandcourier.com
Apr 29, 2021

Rock the night away at Johns Island County Park

You’re viewing The Post and Courier’s Charleston Hot Sheet, a weekly newsletter with insider tips about essential happenings around town, food and arts
you won’t want to miss, and recommendations directly from our team of

Vinyl Daze is part of the new concert series at Johns Island

reporters and editors. If you’d like to receive this directly in your inbox each

County Park. Vinyl Daze performs ’70s and ’80s rock, country,

Thursday, click here to sign up!

Motown and Carolina beach music.

With Charleston’s weather gaining perfection, there are plenty

Concertgoers must register in advance for a 10-by-10 square

of ways throughout the area to take in this idyllic time of year.

for up to four people available on a first-come, first-served
basis upon arrival.

Enjoy a concert at Johns Island County Park. Explore inspired
textiles at a North Charleston exhibition.

Bring chairs, blankets, tables and such to be used at your
square — but no outdoor food, alcohol or coolers.

Kicking around at home? You can even create your own local
artisan pot via a West Ashley pottery studio kit or take a virtual

For information on the Johns Island Concert Series, call 843-

tour of an impressive downtown Charleston home.

795-4386 or go to CharlestonCountyParks.com.

Find fiber art at North Charleston Arts Fest

When and where: May 1 with gates open at 6 p.m. and music

The North Charleston Arts Fest is on this year with a host of

from 7 p.m.-9:30 p.m.; Johns Island County Park, 2662 Mullet

events and exhibitions that span media and age ranges.

Hall Road, just off River Road in Johns Island.
Why it’s hot: Spring has sprung and it’s time for fun.

Among the offerings is the
annual juried exhibition
with works in fiber created by 41 African American
artists from throughout
the United States. They

each explore the theme of
sankofa, or remembering
our past in order to
protect our future.
When

and

where:

Through May 2; the festival takes place at venues
throughout

North

Charleston, detailed at northcharlestonartsfest.com.
Why it’s hot: The tactile is back.
Vinyl Daze performs during the Shaggin’ on the Cooper event at the Mount

Who it’s for: Arts enthusiasts of all ages.

Pleasant Pier Saturday August 10, 2019, in Mt Pleasant. Gavin McIntyre/ Staff

By Gavin McIntyre gmcintyre@postandcourier.com
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Wonderful opportunities — continued
Who it’s for: Those who are ready for moonlight dancing.

It may be just past the weekend, but it’s Cinco de Mayo and
that means party.

Virtual hard-hat tour of a rehabbed home
Mex 1 Coastal Cantina is ready to celebrate. Among its
The Preservation Society of Charleston’s monthlong series of

festivities is the Cinco Block Party at the West Ashley location.

events surrounding the city’s rich and storied past shine a light
on the pressing issues threatening Charleston and its

Blocking off its parking lot, Mex 1 is putting on a spirited

remarkable preservation projects.

outdoor and indoor party with two outdoor bars serving
$5 margaritas and live music by Yellowknife and friends. The

On May 2, join Executive Director Kristopher King on a virtual

party is free, with parking next door at the Rogue Motion park-

tour of the John Ravenel House at 5 East Battery St.

ing lot.

When and where: On May 2, access to the 5 East Battery

When and where: May 5 from 5-10 p.m.; Mex 1′s West Ashley

virtual tour begins at home on your computer screen at http://

location, 817 St. Andrews Blvd.

bit.ly/pscvirtualtours.

Why it’s hot: There was never a better reason for a fresh
Why it’s hot: Preservation is part of Charleston’s DNA.

margarita.

Who it’s for: Anyone keen for a close-up on exceptional

Who it’s for: Those ready to rock around the guac.

architecture.
Do you like to play with clay? Then check it out

Celebrate Cinco de Mayo at the Mex 1 Block Party

Terrace Clay Studio has designed a pottery kit for those of you
who want to play with clay at home.
Conceived for use by children, grandchildren and adults, too, it
comes with all the materials you need, as well as instruction
for a pinch pot, though you can create whatever inspires you.

When done, bring it to the studio and they will fire it for you.
To purchase, message the studio via its Instagram account at
www.instagram.com/terraceclaystudio.
When and where: Kits are available during business hours at
Terrace Clay Studio, 2041 Wappoo Drive in West Ashley.
Why it’s hot: It’s hands-on enjoyment.
Who it’s for: Creative souls of all ages ready to make a
masterpiece.
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Wonderful opportunities — continued

An attendee of a past North Charleston
Arts Festival peruses artwork. Provided

“Lady Liberty” by Linda Ashbury. Provided
12

Charleston County

Dog missing for 5 days found by Charleston Co. Parks employees
By Live 5 Web Staff | April 22, 2021 at 8:39 PM EDT - Updated April 23 at 1:31 PM

CHARLESTON COUNTY, S.C. (WCSC) - A dog who had been

“Mick would have died that night if Jason and Rob had not

missing for 5 days near Palmetto Islands County Park was

found him,” Steve wrote in an email. “He is so sweet and

found by two Charleston County Parks employees.

gentle and now we have him back thanks to Jason and Rob.”

Charleston County Parks officials said the dog, named Mick,
had a seizure on April 14, got scared and ran away through an
unlocked screen porch door at a home near the park.
Steve Carron and his wife looked for Mick for five days and
went through the park “at least 10 times” trying to find him.
Park staff including Assistant Manager Jason Woodrum and
Operations Aide Rob Dukes helped in the search, then on
Sunday the pair decided to look one more time in the area
around Nature Island and heard a whimper.
“Jason and Rob had to use a canoe to get to the lost dog and
then carried Mick through the pluff mud back to the canoe
because he was so weak,” parks officials said.
A dog who had been missing for 5 days near Palmetto
Islands County Park was found by two Charleston County Parks employees. (Source: Charleston County Parks)

Mick was then put on a golf cart and returned to Steve and his
wife.
Steve says Mick is now recovering nicely.
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Charleston County Parks employees rescue missing dog following 5 day search
by Daniella DeRobbio
Thursday, April 22nd 2021
CHARLESTON COUNTY, S.C. (WCIV) — Two Charleston
County Parks employees found a lost dog which had
been missing for 5 days near Palmetto Islands County
Park, says Charleston County Parks and Recreation
Department Social Media Manager Nick Krueger.
According to Krueger, on April 14th, Steve Carron's dog
Mick ran away through an unlocked screen porch door
at Carron's house after the dog had his first seizure and
got scared. Carron said he and his wife looked for Mick
for five days and searched the park at least 10 times.
Assistant Manager Jason Woodrum and Operations Aide
Rob Dukes helped park staffers search for the dog when
on April 18th, Woodrum and Duked were around Nature
Island and found Mick.

Two Charleston County Parks employees found a lost dog which
had been missing for 5 days near Palmetto Islands
County Park, says Charleston County Parks and Recreation Department Social Media Manager Nick Krueger (Photo: Nick Krueger)

Mick was returned to the Carron family, who are
grateful for Woodrum and Duke for rescuing their
beloved dog.

Charleston County

Local Music Spotlight: Trey Taylor
by Leigha Reid
Tuesday, April 20th 2021

In today's Local Music Spotlight - Trey Taylor is crooning
for a cause next month at James Island County Park -but
first let's check out the video for his single "Prisoner Of
The Highway"
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ESSENCE Black City Guide: The Soul of Charleston
BY NOEL CODY · APRIL 28, 2021
Get ready for a 3-day adventure in Charleston, South Carolina.

Explore the city’s Black history, from the soulful flavors of
Lowcountry cuisine to the coils of artistry woven into each
handcrafted sweetgrass basket.
Day 1
Discover untold stories of the African American journey and
get your fill of soul food. Start with a Gullah Tour to explore
the customs of descendants of African immigrants. Then visit
the International African American Museum and end your day
by sampling the cuisine at Nigel’s Good Food, from shrimp
and grits to gumbo to Nigel’s Award-Winning Oyster Stew.

Day 3
See the sights and sip craft cocktails in the Lowcountry. Tour
two very different plantations, the urban Aiken-Rhett House
and the McLeod Plantation. Break for lunch at Rodney
Scott’s BBQ, his Hemingway-based whole hog barbecue is
loved by the locals. Then at night, sip craft cocktails and enjoy

beats by a live DJ at Republic Garden & Lounge.

Day 2
Support local artisans and enjoy a glass of wine. See sweetgrass baskets at Gibbes Museum of Art, make an appointment
at Steve Hazard Studio & Art Gallery and shop one of the
oldest public markets in the U.S., the Charleston City Market.
Finish at Graft, a wine shop and bar by acclaimed Sommeliers,

Femi Oyediran and Miles White.
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9 fun and socially distanced activities to do with your kids in Charleston
By Theresa Stratford
April 27, 2021
nature will be the highlights. A few of the parks have play-

Socially distanced fun

grounds for the kids. Fishing is another highlight and a few
As we ease ever so slightly back into reality, we may be

have large open spaces for playing ball.

cautiously optimistic, and still wanting to practice a bit of some
Magnolia Plantation and Gardens

social distancing. Since this “social distance” thing became a
reality a year ago, the challenge for parents has always been:

If your children marvel at flowers, you’ll want to socially

“What activities can we do with our kids while remaining a

distance at Magnolia Plantation and Gardens. Whether in full

safe distance from others?”

bloom in the spring or just strolling through in the fall, beauty

Well, luckily, this is Charleston and there are actually many

will abound and wildlife will surround you. There is also a zoo

options for social distancing here, despite the increasing

and nature center, as well as a maze! The kids will love getting

population.

lost in Magnolia’s iconic garden maze. Magnolia is the oldest
public tourist site in the Lowcountry and the oldest public

Sticking to the outdoors is the overall winner for “six-feet

gardens in America, first opening its doors in 1870.

apart” activities. Since the Lowcountry offers weather suitable
Middleton Place

for the outdoors year-round, getting outside and enjoying
nature is fairly easy to do.

See history come alive at Middleton Place while you socially

Here are some options for socially distanced activities with

distance through their gardens and stable yard. Middleton

children:

Place is known for their free roaming sheep and other animals,
like peacocks. The gardens are carefully contoured and you’ll

Edisto Nature Trail

get an idea of what it would have been like to live on the
property in the 18th or 19th century.

This is a short trail of about 1.5 miles, but will give you a little
burst of nature. It’s a typical “Lowcountry forest” filled with

Summerville’s Azalea Park

pine trees, hardwoods and bald cypress. There is a boardwalk
and some areas are dirt path. You’ll find a brochure at the

Summerville’s Azalea Park offers your children many ways too

tailhead to give you a self-guided tour. There are even some

explore. Have them check out the ponds in the heart of the

historic landmarks like an old railroad tram and an old phos-

park and walk inside one of their many gazeboes. This park is

phate operation along the way.

located just off Summerville’s Main Street, so while you are
there, you may as well go stroll the storefronts or waltz

Charleston County Parks

through Hutchinson Square. You can even check out the
world’s largest glass of sweet tea!

There are a multitude of outdoor adventures available at a
Charleston County Park. Check out the James Island County

Charleston City Parks

Park, Palmetto Islands County Park, Wannamaker County Park,

We couldn’t possibly name them all as the City of Charleston is

Caw Caw Interpretive Center , Mount Pleasant Pier or the

responsible for 120 parks and green spaces, but we can

Stono River County Park. Walking the trails and discovering
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Socially distanced activities — continued

highlight a few. Hampton Park, Brittlebank Park and Colonial

Charleston Zipline Adventures

Lake offer some pretty great opportunities for not only social

Watch your child zip through the trees…. literally, at

distancing, but also to enjoy nature. Feed the ducks at

Charleston Zipline Adventures. This is for children age five and

Hampton Park, play on the playground at Brittlebank and

up. There are different options for ziplining depending on their

enjoy the walk around the lake at Colonial Lake, which is

comfort level. The ticket is good for 90 minutes so they can

located in the heart of downtown Charleston.

enjoy all the ziplining they please during that time limit.

Charles Towne Landing

Dedicated staff assist with safety precautions. Go online to
book the tickets for the Kids Zip Koala Course.

This state park is located in West Ashley. Walk along the trail
through the gardens, view real/active cannons and meet the

Social distancing is quite easy to accomplish in the Lowcountry

animals in the zoo. The kids can also hop aboard the

and you clearly won’t be sacrificing any fun. As always, we

Adventure, a 17th century replica trading vessel. Charles

recommend checking the websites or calling for places that

Towne Landing is the original landing site of the first English

require reservations and/or admission tickets.

settlers in 1670.
The Beach
It’s pretty easy to socially distance at the beach. Head to one
of the Charleston County Parks beaches for ample parking,
restrooms, showers and dressing rooms. There’s the Folly

Beach County Park, Kiawah Beachwalker Park and the
Isle of Palms County Park .
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FEATURED

16 different pool spots in the Lowcountry to dip your toes in the water this summer
By Theresa Stratford
April 26, 2021
Swimming

Charleston:

It’s hot here in the summer and if you don’t have access to a

City of Charleston Pools – For a minimal fee per person, the

pool in your neighborhood you might be wondering where you

City of Charleston offers several pool options. Inexpensive

will go to cool off and provide your kids with some much

memberships are also available. Below you can find a list of

needed swim time as warmer months fast approach.

pools:


Herbert Hasell Pool on Fishburne Street



James Island Recreation Complex



The MLK Pool on Jackson Street



W.L. Stephens Aquatic Center in West Ashley.

Charleston County Parks – The Charleston County Parks have
three water parks. @CharlestonCountyParks Facebook


Whirlin’ Waters Adventure Waterpark ( ) is located in
North Charleston’s Wannamaker County Park.



Splash Zone Waterpark is located in the James Island
County Park



Splash Island Waterpark ( ) is located in Mount Pleasant’s
Palmetto Islands County Park.

There are a number of public pool opportunities in our area.

Each waterpark is equipped with not only slides, but large

You will have to check the times for open swim versus lap

pools to practice swimming as well. Not to mention, they have

swim before you go, and we also recommend checking the

an abundance of life guards on staff. Charleston County Parks

fees and if there are membership options available. Member-

also offers the West County Aquatic Center in Hollywood.

ships will save you money if you think you will go often.

Admission to the aquatic center is free with a Gold Pass
Charleston County Parks Membership, but otherwise is $2 per

Check the websites for when they officially open to the public

person for ages three and up. General admission per person to

for the summer. And, if your child needs swimming skills, all of

the waterparks is $2 for entry into the park (or free for Gold

these have swim lesson programs to register for.

Pass Members) and $7.99 into the waterpark.

Here is a breakdown of public pool options in our area:



St. Andrew’s Parks and Playground – Forest Lakes Pool is a
located in the Forest Lakes neighborhood in West Ashley
off Paul Cantrell Blvd. There are day passes available and

memberships.
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pool spots in the Lowcountry — continued
Mount Pleasant:

Goose Creek:





R. L. Jones Center and the Park West Pool – Operated by

Hamlets at 300 Hamlet Circle. Pool membership is only

swim and are known for their highly skilled swim lesson

$50 per person.

staff.

Remember, it’s important to have your children practice

North Charleston:


swimming when you live Lowcountry because of all the waterways that surround our beautiful area. Check out swim lessons

North Charleston Aquatic Center – This new aquatic

available at your nearest pool location.

center is indoors. They offer inexpensive individual day
passes and summer memberships. This pool is managed
by the City of North Charleston.


The City of Goose Creek offers a public pool in The

the Town of Mount Pleasant, these public pools offer lap

The City of North Charleston also has the following
seasonal pools: Danny Jones Pool, the Felix Pinckney Pool,
Northwoods Park Pool and the Collins Park Pool.
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Reader photo pick of the week: Baby animals
By Debbie Clark Dclark@postandcourier.com
Apr 9, 2021
Along with flowers and warmer weather, nothing symbolizes
spring more than baby animals. And while we got our fair
share of goslings and farm animals, some submissions were
decidedly wilder, yet no less cute.
Our winner this week is Nancyjean Nettles of West Ashley. Her
photo of Canada goslings napping in her backyard could have
come straight from a photoshoot, and her tale of how “the
parents woke us up, honking to honking, to ‘present’ their
babies to us on our patio” is out of a storybook.

From Bill Goff of Daniel Island, “This photo of a baby buffalo and the mother
was taken in Yellowstone National Park.”

From Nancyjean Nettles of West Ashley,
“Canada Geese nested in our backyard and woke us
up, honking and honking, to ‘present’
their babies to us on our patio.

From Richard Hernandez of Goose Creek,
“Baby alligators at Caw Caw County Park.”

Special recognition also goes to Bill Goff of Daniel Island and
his photo of a baby buffalo and the mother crossing a road in
Yellowstone National Park. And for those who prefer their
animals on the scaly side, Richard Hernandez of Goose Creek

The rules: Send your best photo to yourphotos@postandcourier.com
by noon Thursday. Include your name, town and where the photo was
taken. If you want your photo to be eligible to run in the newspaper, it
must be at least 1,500 pixels, not have a commercial watermark and
not have been published in another publication.

has got you covered with his baby alligators at Caw Caw

County Park.
Next week’s topic: Coils. We’re taking a different approach to the
definition of spring this time around, so send us your bounciest,
twistiest and springiest.
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Charleston area family-friendly events for the week of April 1—7
By Ashley McGee April 1, , 2021

Wednesday, April 7

Hop to it! From egg
hunts

and

Easter

Trek through many distinct habitats during the Early Morning

bunnies to outdoor

Bird Walks at Caw Caw Interpretive Center from 8:30-10:30

adventures, there’s

a.m. Along the way, view and discuss a variety of birds, butter-

a lot of fun to be had
around

the

flies, and other organisms. Bird walks are open to participants

Low-

of all ages, but a paid chaperone is required for participants

country. Check out

ages 15 and under. Admission is $9 or free for Charleston

our picks for upcoming

County County Parks Gold Pass members. Caw Caw

family-friendly

events

you

Interpretive Center is located at 5200 Savannah Highway in

don’t

Ravenel. To register, visit ccprc.com.

want to miss:

Family-friendly events for the week of April 8 —14
By Ashley McGee April 8, 2021

Spring Break may be coming to an end, but there’s still plenty

starting at 10 a.m. Activities include games, music and prizes.

of fun to be had! Check out our picks for upcoming events

Spring Break Bash is free to the public. Pre-registration is not

around the Lowcountry that are sure to be fun for the whole

required. ccprc.com/calendar

family:

Test your mettle at James Island County Park’s High Ropes
Experience! Courageous souls can walk on air, swing from the

Saturday, April 10

rafters, fly high - pretty much everything your parents ever
Enjoy a day full of fun activities at Spring Break Bash hosted by

told you NOT to do! Enjoy pulse-racing fun, complete with

Charleston County Parks and Recreation. This event will take

safety gear and expert course staff. What a terrific opportunity

place at three locations—St. James Santee Elementary School,

for young (and young-at-heart) daredevils to sample a grand

St. John’s High School and West County Aquatic Center

new adventure! Ages 10 and up.ccprc.com/calendar

Family-friendly events for the week of April 15—21
By Ashley McGee April 15, 2021

From outdoor adventures and yoga classes for kids to cookie

rafters, fly high - pretty much everything your parents ever

decorating and STEAM experiments, there’s truly something

told you NOT to do! Enjoy pulse-racing fun, complete with

for everyone this week! Check out our picks for upcoming

safety gear and expert course staff. What a terrific opportunity

events around the Lowcountry that you don’t want to miss:

for young (and young-at-heart) daredevils to sample a grand
new adventure! Ages 10 and up.ccprc.com/calendar

Saturday, April 17
Test your mettle at James Island County Park’s High Ropes

Experience! Courageous souls can walk on air, swing from the
21

Meet the Southern belles with shameful secrets: Discovering the legendary
plantations of South Carolina that are steeped in beauty, history - and cruelty
By IVO DAWNAY FOR THE MAIL ON SUNDAY
PUBLISHED: 17:01 EDT, 24 April 2021 | UPDATED: 04:33 EDT, 25 April 2021
The plantations of the Deep South are one of America’s great-

poignant memory of the beloved black ‘mammy’ who had

est bitter-sweet heritage sights. They juxtapose in vivid real life

nursed her as an infant.

the co-existence of the languid Hollywood elegance of Gone

Tickets: $15 with concessions for children and seniors

With The Wind with the unspeakable cruelties exposed more

(ccprc.com).

recently in 12 Years A Slave.

Along the Ashley River valley, some 15 miles away, lies

Drive out of historic Charleston in South Carolina and in every

Drayton Hall, one of the earliest and best-preserved plantation

direction can still be found avenues of ‘live oaks’, twisted

houses in the US. Scrupulously conserved but not restored, the

branches draped in the wispy cotton-wool of Spanish moss,

1738 square-built brick house was designed from a style-book

leading to fading grand houses. There, under their shady,

brought over from England. This was rich rice country – the

pillared and pediment porticos, the old Southern aristocracy

crop that fed much of America and Europe – which led George

grew rich and complacent on fortunes made from rice, cotton

Washington to attribute his victory in the Revolutionary War

and the sweat of their slaves.

to Southern largesse.

Today, many are open to the public, testimony to the parallel

Today, its elegant Georgian fireplaces and plaster ceilings are

racial histories of the US that still persist in different more

redolent of Jane Austen’s Bath, with a peeling upstairs

modern forms today; that and their distinctly English roots.

ballroom, serviced by hidden passageways for the discreet

They are not to be missed.
The McLeod Plantation is closest to the city of Charleston
and has done more than any to tell the true story of the Gullah
Geechee people – the West African creoles who plucked the
Sea Island cotton, which often grew 7ft tall.
The house, empty of its furnishings, shows classical refinement. But 100 yards away is the poignant ‘slave street’ where
tiny, clapboard huts with large fireplaces housed the benighted workforce.
Descendants of William Wallace McLeod have won awards for
their honest depiction of the cruelty of the age with photos
and testimony from those who worked their land.
A touching detail is the recollection that the last word of one

Telling different stories: Drayton Hall is a 1738 square-built brick house

daughter of the house on her deathbed was ‘Isabella’ – a

that was designed from a style book brought over from England.
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Meet the Southern Belles — continued

servants. Yet in its museum, among the memorabilia and

Tickets: adults $20, children $10, with $8 supplements for the

mahogany furniture, is a sinister blackened silver branding iron

tours (magnoliaplantation.com).

with the letters ‘I. Drayton’ – an ordeal suffered by all who
Four miles on lies the grand entrance to Middleton Place

worked there.

plantation, its Dutch-gabled outline viewed across a very
Guided tours daily: adults $32, children $15 (draytonhall.org).

British-feeling field of grazing sheep.

Two miles further up the Ashley River you’ll discover Magnolia
Plantation, with magnificent romantic gardens said to be the
earliest and finest in all of North America.
Founded in the formal French style by another scion of the
Drayton family, the Rev John Drayton, they were expanded in
exuberant form in the 1830s, creating winding pathways and

bridges through lakes and creeks, choked with azaleas,
camellias and other exotics.
For children there are tram and boat tours, a zoo and nature
centre, tea rooms, a theatre and gift shop and peacock-filled
lawns to run on – the perfect antidote to more gruesome
histories.
The Middletons were among the earliest settlers in the Carolinas,
arriving in 1678. Pictured is the main house at Middleton Place

The house is rare for its astonishing, intact collection of family
furniture, fine English silver and early American portraiture.
The Middletons were among the earliest settlers in the
Carolinas, arriving in 1678. The paterfamilias, Henry, was the
president of the First Continental Congress that devised the US
Constitution and his son, Arthur, was a signatory to the
Declaration of Independence.
Outside, live oaks and loblolly pines create elegant wooded
walks around a huge reflecting pool. There is also a collection
There's lots to see and do at Magnolia Plantation, in-

of rare-breed farm animals. Ideal for history buffs and fine-art

cluding tram and boat tours. Pictured is a slave cabin.

connoisseurs.
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Meet the Southern Belles — continued

Admission: adults $29, children $10; guided house tour $15

Outside, the plantation boasts a butterfly pavilion, trailer

extra (middletonplace.org).

tours, an acclaimed Black History exhibit and a farm producing

traditional crops from cotton and pecans to oysters from the
On a lazy creek of Wando River, 20 minutes north of

creeks and waterways that crisscross the estate.

Charleston, sits elegant Boone Hall, founded by an English
major, John Boone in 1681.

Tickets: adults: $24, children $12 (boonehallplantation.com).
The more ambitious visitor should not miss the Hobcaw
Barony, an astonishing 12,000-acre estate granted by King
Charles II to an early settler even before South Carolina was a
colony. An hour and a half north from Charleston, near the
ancient and charming port town of Georgetown, the Barony is
now a serious academic wildlife and marine research and
education centre, set in pine woods and marshes that
characterize the Carolina ‘Lowcountry’.
At its heart is an intact slave village complete with wooden
church and Hobcaw House, once the home of Carolina
financier Bernard Baruch, who made his fortune in Wall Street
in the early years of the 20th Century.
It was here that an ailing Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the great

Boone Hall was founded by an English major, John Boone, in

US wartime President, came to rest during the tense days of

1681. However, the present-day building dates from 1936

1944. Churchill and Eisenhower were among a long list of
celebrity visitors. For lovers of wild landscape, Hobcaw is the

Its live oak avenue is the most famous and photographed in

jewel in South Carolina’s crown and well worth the drive

the US, and frames at its end an elegant brick-built mansion.

(hobcawbarony.org).

The present-day building dates from only 1936, but its interior
recreates the atmosphere that would have existed in Georgian
times.
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The Charleston County Parks Foundation will be publically
recognized by Chick-fil-A for receiving a True Inspiration Award
on May 20, 2021 at 7pm. Frannie Reese (Board Chair), David
Bennett, Gina Ellis-Strother and Matt Rosebrock will be virtually
present to accept the award.

Please reach out to Matt Rosebrock if you’d like to personally
watch the “Chick-fil-A House Party”.



With the swimming season upon us, water safety and drowning prevention is at the forefront of everyone’s mind.
The Swim For It Campaign is also one of the key initiatives that The Charleston County Park’s Foundation, under the
Genesis Project, is working on. The Genesis Project Committee’s vision is to eliminate the number of drownings in
Charleston County by providing access to pools in the rural communities for swimming instruction, water safety
classes, and recreational programming. The Swim for It campaign is designed to generate awareness and support
for the Genesis Project by soliciting a donation at the gate of each waterpark and at WCAC, and the concession
areas of the beach parks during the months of
May - September. The donations collected during this

campaign will help provide scholarships for season
passes, swimming instruction and recreation at our
pools and waterparks.
Please help spread the word, donate at justgiving.com/
campaign/swimforit2021.
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One of Palmetto Islands County Park regular patrons,
Mick, went missing on a recent visit to the park.
Mick is an 11-year-old yellow lab, and lives in the Enclave with
his owner. He has a bad hind leg causing him to limp.
Mick's neighbor, reported the dog missing so staff could be on
the lookout for him. He was rescued, thanks to PICP staff
members. Mick will need a few days to recuperate
before resuming his daily walks at Palmetto Island.
His owner posted this on nexdoor.com.
Park patron – Palmetto Islands County Park
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“Lynn, just want to say how appreciative we are that you have
Kevin Gillum at the helm at Palmetto Islands County Park.
We visit the park several times a month and his customer service and care is remarkable.
The team under him also reflects this friendly welcoming disposition.
The park and staff are a credit to you and your county parks. Thank you.”
Park patron — Palmetto Islands County Park
Randy Woodard, James Island County Park Manager, received a call raving
about the service a customer received from assistant manager, Kristen Allen,
while she was at the park office getting cottage and park information.
She said Kristen was so genuine and thoughtful and professional.
She remarked that when speaking to the front desk staff, Kristen stayed back and let them help
but when they didn’t have the answers, Kristen made her way, very professionally,
to the front and had the answers she needed.
She really did go on and on about how Kristen is such a wonderful manager.
Park patron — James Island County Park

The middle of April a young woman came to the James Island County Park office
and ran into park aide, Antavius, locking up for the evening.
The woman was holding her newborn baby and appeared very upset.
The woman asked Antavius if he could get her some hot water to make a baby bottle.
She said, without skipping a beat, he ushered her into the sweet shop and got her a chair to sit down.
He offered to hold and feed the newborn baby so she could just take a good cry.
The young woman called the next day to share her story.
She was beyond thankful and did not want something so kind,
done by a complete stranger, to go unnoticed.
It truly reminds us of the impacts we have on the lives of our visitors
and how something so small can be life-changing for someone else.
Park patron — James Island County Park

From a Trip Advisor Review—Thank you to Justine on the phone for all of the helpful information
about the McLeod Plantation Historic Site.
Our guide, Olivia, was amazing and really brought to life
so many aspects about plantation life on this particular site,
as well as, Jeff the docent at the house
and the gentleman at the gift shop who checked us in.
All were wonderfully welcoming!
Park patron — McLeod Plantation Historic Site
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Absolutely awesome!!! Well run. Every park employee we interacted with was friendly and helpful.
The venders were great also. The individual 10x10 roped spaces were also great,
making our experience all that much better. The music was awesome.
The crowd was awesome. It was a great day. Looking forward to the next music event. Job well done.
Reckoning in the Park Participant – Palmetto Islands County Park

Great location and opportunity to be with friends and family. I like limiting the number of attendees
so lines to get food and wine were not long. I would like to see Tables
and the joggling boards returned in the future.
It’s one of our favorite events and locations. We live very close!
Wine Down Wednesday Participant – Old Towne Creek County Park

The 2-hour program was superb! The instructors, Luke and Anna, shared their expertise, skills
and enthusiasm for the sport of disc golf. They made us all feel comfortable and "capable" of learning
the new sport and were so encouraging along the way.
The program content was packed full of instruction, demos and hands-on experience.
I highly recommend it to others and will take part in more Senior Series programming.
Thanks so much for making this available to county residents.
Lowcountry Senior Series: Disc Golf Participant – James Island County Park

My grandson is Autistic, Anna and Luke did an excellent job coaching,
challenging, and encouraging throughout the course.
High Ropes Experience Participant – James Island County Park

This was my first-ever early morning bird walk experience, and it couldn't have been better!
Recently, I've become interested in bird watching, and I was blown away not only by what we saw on the walk,
but by Keith's knowledge, openness, and willingness to share all he knows,
without making anyone feel lesser than by way of their lack of knowledge/experience in comparison to his.
Can't wait to sign up again, soon! Hoping I'll have Keith as my guide.
Early Morning Bird Walk at Caw Caw Participant – Caw Caw Interpretive Center

Great COVID-friendly option and fun event!
Starlight Yoga Participant – Mount Pleasant Pier
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Agency Continues with Accessibility Improvement and Trainings
Accessibility training has been in full swing this spring! Led by Recreation Division staff and others, the agency’s
continued efforts to improve access for all have been reinforced by ongoing staff training and facility walkthroughs.
In March, Shelley Zuniga with the WT Group (consultants who provided our recent ADA Audit) visited CCPRC to conduct
a training at James Island County Park. Recreation, Parks, Maintenance, and Planning and Development staff attended

this half-day session, during which common ADA deficits in park facilities were discussed. The consultant addressed
issues such as grab bar heights and locations, playground surfaces, opening pressure for doors, accessible parking,
accessible toilets, amenities (such as drinking fountains and picnic tables), signage and more. This interactive training
allowed staff to practice addressing these common issues, as well as provided an opportunity to discuss solutions.
The ADA Transition Plan has also been incorporated into our annual facility walkthroughs. ADA Coordinators Steve
Hutton and Ashley Hoover joined most walkthroughs throughout March and April, working with staff to highlight
Transition Plan items and discuss potential fixes at various agency sites. These efforts continue to educate all staff and
incorporate accessibility into all levels of agency planning.
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April found the staff at Beachwalker County Park concentrating on manicuring the landscaping of the park. Old fencing
and low hanging branches were removed along the river side picnic area. After hauling off five truckloads of debris, the
staff rebuilt the split rail fence. All of this was completed in just one day! The front entrance also received a little
refreshment. Staff spent another day laying down over 100 bales of pine straw. The front entrance of the park is now
ready for a good summer season.
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Save the Date
With so many events finding ways to safely take place, we want to let you know about a couple events happening this
summer before your calendars become too full.

Swim Club
Big things are happening out at West County Aquatic Center. We are
thrilled to start a Swim Club led by Stephen Fernandez, a well-known
local swim coach. Children will get a glimpse of what it is like to be on a
swim team. While they develop their stroke technique, they will also
learn team skills and leadership. Our introductory course will begin on
the 8th of May.

Sprint Triathlon Series
They are back! We are excited to have our first of five sprint triathlons on May 23rd at James Island County Park. Is it
even Summer without a Sprint Tri? We look forward to seeing everyone this summer.
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Starlight Yoga
Mother Nature got us good on April Fool’s Day. After a week of high 70-degree weather, it sure was a cold and windy
night for our sold-out Starlight Yoga event. That did not deter our
participants, however, as our long-time instructor Ji led the class at
the Mount Pleasant Fishing Pier. We look forward to the warmer
weather ahead and our next Starlight Yoga on Folly Beach in June.
By then, we’ll probably welcome a little breeze.

Mullet Haul
It was just last year that we decided to cancel our Mullet Haul race due to the COVID-19 pandemic. How far we have
come! This past year, our team has learned to adapt and provide a safe race environment for our participants. As we
keep evolving, we will be implementing our very first drive-thru packet pick-up. We are excited to have offered this
event again.
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Wine Down Wednesday
The beautiful Old Towne Creek County Park was host to
Wine Down Wednesday on March 31st with entertainment
provided by Lauren Hall. Swig and Swing provided tasty
entrees and there were 275 people in attendance. On April

14th, Ed “Porkchop” Meyer entertained 307 guests and
Foxes Fried was the onsite food truck for the night.
Wine Down Wednesday continues to prove itself as a
great COVID-friendly event for CCPRC customers!

Toast Under the Oaks
Cheers to Thursday! Toast Under the Oaks returned to Johns
Island County Park for its sold-out happy hour event on April 1st
and 15th from 5:30pm to 7:30pm.
On April 1st, live music was provided by Davidson Fong, and Oh
Yah BBQ food truck was on site. We had 246 people in attendance.
On April 15th, Aisha Kenyetta Duo performed some popular soul

tunes and The Lost Boys food truck served up some yummy food.
We had 276 people in attendance. Toast Under the Oaks will
return in the Fall on September 9th and 23rd.
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Isle of Palms County Park ocean rescue lifeguards attended “Surf School” training in April. The lifeguards practiced all
aspects of ocean lifeguarding including rescues. Approximately
35 new and returning lifeguards, 6 supervisors and trainers
attended this training. It can be a very physically exhausting
and chilly weekend for the guards but everyone had great
attitudes! The last day of training was capped off with a friendly

competition.

Our top-notch lifeguards are ready for the

demanding summer season.

Training was also held at West County Aquatic Center in
preparation for what plans to be a busy summer season.

Eagle Eyes
Bald Eagle surveys in South Carolina have occurred every year since 1979 and are currently coordinated by South Carolina
(SC) Audubon for the Army Corps of Engineers. The purpose is to monitor the status of breeding populations, mainly through
volunteers that survey non-overlapping standard routes.
Since the early 2000s our Natural History Interpretation staff have been a part of these efforts and recently re-established a
commitment to this survey. For the last two years Christine Magnarella Ray, a graduate of our Master Naturalist course and
volunteer with the Coastal Master Naturalist Association, has dedicated time towards counting the eagles on the standard
route through Caw Caw Interpretive Center. She recently completed this annual survey covering two and a half miles with
encouraging results.
A Bald Eagle pair are again nesting in a tall pine tree viewable from a few different angles along the dike system at Caw Caw.
Christine observed one adult and one juvenile Bald Eagle. She remarked, “Success!! This morning I witnessed one of the
eagles nest re-decorating. The eagle then flew to a branch on the side of the pine and began calling. I also saw a juvenile
being harassed by a Northern Harrier over the salt marsh. All in all, a wonderful day!”
Our Master Naturalist program aims to turn out volunteer citizen scientists who can positively impact the natural resources
of the state. This training empowers individuals like Christine to cultivate ecological awareness and take action. Starting with
training received in a CCPRC program, to conducting surveys on CCPRC property that benefit South Carolina’s natural

resources, this is one of many examples where our natural history interpretation has demonstrable trickle-down impacts.
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The James Island County Park team, encompassing both
maintenance and operational staff from the water park
and day park, put out pine straw in Splash Zone to get
the waterpark ready for the season.
This has become an annual event for all staff to work
together on this project. With the assistance of multiple
park staff, it was knocked out in less than two hours.
In the past, it would take the James Island Grounds
Maintenance Crew several days to complete this task.
Working together and ready for summer!

Cheers on the Pier returned to Mount Pleasant Pier this spring with great success. The combination of good music and

great weather created the perfect atmosphere for well attended events. The public really appreciate the social
distanced format. This free event hosted 75-100 patrons
outside the River Watch Café & Gift Shop which resulted
in increased revenue for the shop.
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The Big Toy’s surface at Palmetto Islands County Park was recently cleaned and resealed. It is probably the most
utilized amenity at the park daily. This maintenance not only rejuvenated the playground’s look but also has increased
the life expectancy of the surface by another 15-20 years. It is calculated
to be a saving of upwards of $250,000 through preventive maintenance
for the agency.

PICP Big Toy - Before

PICP Big Toy - After

District 1 staff came together to spread 10 cubic
yards of mulch at Palmetto Islands County Park
Splash Island in mid-April. With so many hands
“on deck”, the group also aided in various other
maintenance projects.
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Sk8 Charleston held a social media-based contest in April to encourage
skaters to come out and film a video skating or riding the park. This
contest was held to increase attendance during the even slower winter
months during the COVID pandemic. In order to enter the contest
participants filmed a video of themselves skating, rollerblading/skating

or BMX biking the skate park. Participants then posted their edit on
Facebook or Instagram and tagged SK8 Charleston. We had great
participation and ended up with

5 strong finalist submissions.

Our winner is shown here with his grand prize provided by the PRC
Marketing Team.
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Waterpark-HFOL

160

Camp

38
425

Passes
Program Registration Relation

842

General Information

348
1,788

C&C unavailable date

616

Festivals

62

Other

50

Wrong # - Hung Up Transferred
Totals

7,051

Average Talk Time:

2.56

Average Wait Time:

0.22

236

Reservation Related
Campground & Cottages

Total Calls In:

51%

Percentage Answered:

127
4,692

Discounted Gold Passes sold through Corporate Online Pass Sales:
•

324 Gold Passes, 27 Super Splash Passes and 10 Splash Passes

•

25 participating companies

Sponsored April Events:
•

Toast Under the Oaks: Charleston Animal Society and Noble Vines

•

Wine Down Wednesday: Noble Vines and Bleecker Family Law

•

Yappy Hour: Crews Subaru, Pet Supplies Plus, Coke,
Lowcountry Dog and The Wild

•

Mullet Haul 10K & 5K: Food Lion, Athleta and The
Foot Store
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89.70%

Digital Marketing Summary
WEBSITE ANALYTICS
Visits

Unique visitors

152,953

Pageviews

141,757

Bounce Rate

283,393

Trended Visits (by Month)

Visits
15K

6K

10K

5K

5K

Apr 11

2,000

Trended Visits (Fiscal Year-to-Date, Compared YoY)

7K

Apr 6

▼

Searches

52.60%

Visits

4K
Apr 1

Apr 1, 2021 - Apr 30, 2021

Apr 16

Apr 21

Visits (Jul 1, 2019 - Apr 30, 2020)

0
Jul 1, 2020
Oct 11, 2020
Jan 21, 2021
Aug 21, 2020
Dec 1, 2020
Mar 13, 2021

Apr 26

Top Landing Pages

Top Referral Sites

Label

Unique Pageviews

Label

▼

Visits

▼

1.

Charleston County Parks and Recreati…

18,675

1.

m.facebook.com

2,619

2.

James Island County Park | Charlesto…

13,569

2.

www.charlestoncvb.com

1,916

3.

Camping & Lodging | Charleston Coun…

11,524

3.

charlestoncountyparks.r…

690

EMAIL MARKETING
Total Emails Sent

Open Rate

388,828
Campaign Name

Bounce Rate

34.90%
Sent

▼

Unsubscribe Rate

3.01%

0.07%

Open Rate

Click Through Rate

Bounce Rate

Unsubscribe Rate

1.

April 21, 2021 Weekly Email

44,566

24.5%

13.7%

2%

0.1%

2.

April 7, 2021 Weekly Email

44,562

23%

9.2%

2%

0.1%

3.

April 2021 Events

44,555

26.1%

15%

2%

0.1%

Top Performing Email Content
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Digital Marketing Summary
SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook
Likes

59,848

Impressions

658,529

Instagram

Apr 1, 2021 - Apr 30, 2021

Engagements

32,267

Twitter
Followers

23,408

Engagements

Followers

8,001

8,328

Impressions

36,379

Top Performing Posts

PAID SOCIAL MEDIA
Amount Spent (USD)

$687.82

People Reached

Impressions

163,051

176,984
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Clicks to the Website

3,426

Engagements

1,078

▼

Diversity Mission Statement: The Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission will provide
high quality park facilities, programs, and services to the ever-changing community we serve by
recruiting, training, and retaining a qualified and diverse staff.

Current Staff Statistics:
April EEO Information
FULL TIME
EMPLOYEES

PART TIME
EMPLOYEES

TOTAL OF ALL
EMPLOYEES

Number of Employees

167

934

1,101

White

140

765

82%

Hispanic

5

28

3%

African American

15

86

9%

Asian

2

12

1%

Indian

1

2

1%

Two or more Races

4

41

4%

Male

93

367

42%

Female

74

567

58%
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Volunteer Coordinator Report
APRIL 2021
Activity Category

Hours
16
99
198
126
8
10
37
4
134
26
28

Total Volunteer Hours:

686
3661
6762
3101

Day Park Volunteers
Green Team
McLeod Plantation
Mullet Haul 5K & 10K Race
Paddle sports & Outdoor Clubs
Starlight Yoga
Toast Under the Oaks
Volunteer Park Ambassador
Volunteers in the Park
Wine Down Wednesday
Yappy Hour

Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:

Value of Volunteer Hours:

Volunteers
2
17
6
26
1
4
10
1
23
6
8

4.22
2.25
4.16
1.91

Total Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee
Equivalent:

Value of Volunteer Hours Formula:
# volunteer hours / 162.5 (equivalent of one full time employee) = # full-time employee equivalent
Monthly Employee Cost Savings
Total Volunteer Hours Value:

Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours Value:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours: Value
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours Value:

16,892.66
90,067.50
166,524.80

Monthly Employee Cost Savings Formula:

￼

$4003 (monthly cost with salary and benefits for a specialist level 207 full time employee) x # of full-time employee
equivalent
= Monthly Employee Cost Savings
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – May 2021

Folly Beach Fishing Pier—Replacement Project Update
Cape Romain, CCPRC’s pier replacement contractor, has scheduled a final inspection of the apron area the week of May 10 with the
City of Folly Beach. This inspection is required in order to obtain the Certificate of Occupancy. The outdoor Pier 101 bar rough build
out is complete and turtle friendly lights on the bollards have been installed. The showers and changing stations underneath the pier
are complete. The last detail nearing completion is the roof replacement. The installer is awaiting stainless clips to finalize the project.
The crane trestle continues to be built seaward, along with demolition of the old pier as Cape Romain works their way out to the
diamond head. The goal is to have the apron area complete and ready for re-opening by mid-May.
Also, in accordance with the permitting requirements, a meeting was conducted on April 30 with the South Carolina Department of
Natural Resources (SCDNR) to review construction requirements to be followed at the start of sea turtle nesting season. Turtle nesting
season runs from May 1-October 31. Each day during this season, no construction activity can start before turtle monitors have
inspected the beach area to insure no turtle nests are in the construction zone.

May 2021 Construction View

44
Pier Apron Nearing Completion
1

Planning & Capital Projects Update – May 2021

Pier Changing Stations (located below pier)

Pier apron nearing completion
View from the Beach and New Beach Access
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – May 2021 cont’d

Johns Island County Park (JoICP) —Dog Park Project Update
On April 20, 2021 the Dog Park received it’s Certificate of Occupancy. The JoICP crew installed a drainage system to improve the field
conditions during heavy rain events. They re-seeded the fields at the end of the month with enough time for grass to establish before
the dog park opening . The JoICP Evening in the Park event being held on May 26, 2021 from 5:30pm-7:30pm will also include the dog
park’s grand opening.

New Dog Park and Parking Area @ John’s Island County Park

Willtown Community Center Recreation — Update
Planning and Development have developed and solicited a Request for Proposals (RFP) for consultant design services for the
Willtown Community Center project. CCPRC is working in cooperation with the Willtown Community Center to renovate and
expand the center’s recreational facilities. The goal of this project is to plan and build a durable, universally accessible rural park
supporting current and future needs of the Adams Run community. A non-mandatory Site Review Meeting was held on April 7,
2021 as part of the RFP process and had more attendees than anticipated. The April 21 Willtown community meeting introduced
CCPRC stakeholders with the Willtown Community Officers and discussions continued regarding the project and a Steering
Committee to guide the project to the final site plan was established. The deadline for Consultant Proposal submittals was April 27,
2021 at 2pm.
Two consultants responded and ESP Associates received the most favorable ranking. Questions clarifying their proposal were sent
to ESP Associates and PRC staff were satisfied with their answers.
The 5-year Capital Improvements Plan required an investment in rural recreation in the West County Area and Willtown
Community Center was selected as the site.
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – May 2021 cont’d

Sol Legare Community Park – Project Update
The Concerned Citizens of Sol Legare Foundation received a grant from CCPRC to renovate their playground at the Sol Legare Park
and Recreation Center. The playground is partially paid for by the PARD (Park and Recreation Development) grant. The grant was
for $43,827.51. The project included removing old playground equipment and the old fence, installing new playground equipment,
fencing, seating, and grills. Also included was renovating the basketball court. The playground is complete except for the installation
of an adult metal swing. The Sol Legare Community residents also participated in the project by installing benches and a grill, as
well as landscaping.

Newly Renovated Basketball Court Surface

New Playground Equipment

New Benches and Grill

New Swing Set
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – May 2021 cont’d

P&D/Parks Collaboration with Sustainability Institute SC
Planning & Developed has recently engaged the Sustainability Institute of South Carolina to assist with small parks projects at
Johns Island County Park. Based out of North Charleston, the Sustainability Institute is a non-profit affiliated with AmeriCorp that
provides disadvantaged youth opportunities to learn conservation focused skills (trail maintenance, carpentry, invasive species
removal, etc.) for future employment. CCPRC hopes to develop a long-term collaborative relationship with the institute and identify
future projects this summer and fall.

Sustainability Members Helping with Park Drainage

48 Basic Carpentry Skills at JoICP
Sustainability Members Learning
5

Planning & Capital Projects Update – May 2021 cont’d
Boat Infrastructure Grant Award — Cooper River Marina
Planning & Development applied for a federally funded Boating Infrastructure Tier 1 Grant (BIG) through the US Fish and Wildlife
Service for Cooper River Marina’s transient dock’s maintenance. The project has been approved for funding.
The transient docks have been in service for approximately 16 years in an exposed saltwater environment and have endured
impacts from many tropical storms/hurricanes over that time. While regular, needs-based, & annual maintenance has been
performed, including storm repairs from Hurricane Michael in July 2019, an execution of a more comprehensive maintenance
program is required to address worsening corrosion on the steel components of the floating dock system.
This comprehensive maintenance effort will ensure that the docks remain fully functional, safe, and will significantly extend the
useful life of the system. The proposed maintenance effort will include replacement of select thru‐rods, finger gusset brackets,
and pile guides that are reaching the end of their service life.

Design Review—Approvals

January

P & D staff provides design assistance with the
planning of some projects and facilities
through the agency’s Design Review Process.
The following are projects that were reviewed
and approved:

FBFP - HFOL Gift Shop Updates
JICP—Cottage Carpet Replacement
PICP—Fiber Optic Installation
WCP – Disc Golf Information Kiosk

February
JICP – Park Center Sconce Lights

March
Meggett— Parking Lot Expansion
Whirlin’ Waters – ADA Sidewalk Completion
Whirlin’ Waters – Washout Shade Structure

April
PICP – Cell Phone Tour Signs
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